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Denys CORBETT WILSON (11)
CORBETT-WILSON Denys,
Lieutenant, No. 3 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps.
Bom Sep 1882, died 10/05/1915, aged 32.
Son of Mr & Mrs W.H.C. Corbett Wilson of Imber Court,
Surrey, a nephew of Mr C.H. Corbett of Woodgate, Danehill.
Although he did not live in the parish he spent a lot of time
on his Uncle's estate (now Cumnor Hoiuse School)
From the Book of Remembrance "Educated at Lees School,
Ashdown, and at Eton - obtained his air pilots certificate at
Pau in France 1912 - and subsequently made the first flight
across St Georges Channel to Ireland. Entered the Flying
Corps on it's formation and went to the front in France in
October 1914 - served there continuously as air-scout until
he was killed by a shell over the German lines at Foumes
near Lille on 10th May 1915. He was buried by the Germans
at Foumes cemetery with military honours."
Major James T.B. McCudden, VC, DSO, MM. and Croix de
Guerre, one of the "aces" of the Royal Flying1 Corps, rose
from the rank of Sergeant in the same squadron as Denys
Corbett Wilson, No. 3.
McCudden's Diary was published in 1973 under the title "
Flying Fury", it includes the following; He notes that Mr
Corbett Wilson flew him over Neuve Chappele during the
battle in 1915., later he noted that aircraft Morane No. 1872
was allocated to Mr Corbett Wilson and then " in early May
Mr Wilson and Mr Woodiwiss did not return from a mission
over the German lines, a German aviator dropped a note on
the airfield to say that Morane No. 1872had been shot down
by A. A. fire over Foumes and the occupants had been
buried near the village. "
(This could be in an appendix with other notes from "The
Airman's War 1914-1918" by Peter H. Liddle [Blandford
Press 1987])



Notes from "The Airman's War 1914-1918"\yy Peter H. Liddle
[Blandford Press 1987] Pages 28-29. Quotations from letters by
D.C.W. in the PHL Archives.
Page 41 Battle of Neuve Chauoele March 1915
" a certain Corporal James McCudden, an observer/gunner to
Lieut Corbett Wilson wrote in his memoirs, " one could not
follow what was going on much, as was so much smoke "
Page 209 Footnote 16 in Introduction :D. Corbett Wilson:
letters 1914, PHL Archives. In these September 1914
references he could scarcely have written of two men who were
to be more significant in the history of British Air power. Capt.
Dowding later achieved fame as the C. in C. Fighter Command
during the battle of Britain. {The other being Col Trenchard)
Page 28. A qualified civilian pilot, D Corbett Wilson , was
unsuprisingly welcomed into the RFC when he volunteered
immediately he had returned from Italy where he had been on
holiday. He champed at the bit, eager to get into active service
but was "hedged round with Captains and Military ways"
From Farnborough he wrote on 8 Sep. (1914): "was out twice,
took Dowding, my Captain for a turn", then a few days later:
" Trenchard, our Colonel, tells me that the authorities over
there wire for the machines they require and he has to send off
what they ask for, and as yet there has been no demand for
Morane monoplanes; they've got it into their heads, I fear, that
they are very hard to land, whereas with care and practice they
are splendid I like the machine immensely and think it
most practical for war. You get a very fine view out of them:
they are fast and good flyers and we have got three good ones
and they won't send them". Corbett Wilson's keenness , which
had included the personal pressing of his case at the War
Office, was rewarded when he took a new 80hp Bleriot to
France. An early reconnaissance flight from RFC HQ ended
before it began owing to a combination of unfortunate
circumstances: " a fourteen stone observer, all tanks full, a
rifle and ammunition and our heavy clothes and the ground
was bad and I had to start down wind or rather down side wind
while the machine declined to fly, tail went down and she
settled down and flopped on to one wing."
This officer's letters in October and November 1914 illustrate
well some of the work done and the problems encountered in
the early months of flying under service conditions and they
also give in Corbett Wilson's case and indication of a pilot's
feeling about his work. The machine he flew to France was
soon condemned as dangerous as its unseasoned wood warped
on getting damp. The French built machines, he considered
were better. " Some of our people go out each day observing for



batteries, telling them by means of lights dropped how their
shots are going. I haven't done that. I think it sounds a very
difficult job. On reconnaissance we go over a country agreed on
beforehand, and I just dodge about as my observer wants me to.
He enjoyed his flight today; it was so clear, and he got on to
some good things It's funny to see shrapnel bursting,
sometimes you think they are near the machine when they're
probably a long way away, really I wish you'd send me out
a revolver, not too heavy " Corbett Wilson found his work "
all very interesting" but helping the artillery range upon a
target was often dull and irritating " especially when they
don't fire in answer to us when we signal" Climatic conditions
were a frustration too: "We've hardly done anything lately, the
weather has been vile" In windy weather he reported: "There is
poor old Henry Farman outside, tied to earth by every device of
man, I'm not sure it is not better off than in this flapping tent.
Of course it (the tent) is of the oldest and rottenest, Most of the
machines are out in the open so we must be thankful out
Bleriots are in somewhere. The fact is that Bleriots won't stand
out long, they run very quickly to seed" "Took 50 minutes to
do 20 miles coming home and that very low. At three thousand
(feet) I was standing still" Reference to this inability to make
any headway at all against strong wind is made in further
letters.
One particular day he had to test-drop two examples of a new
bomb - neither exploded. Snow followed upon the gusting
winds and when the weather did improve sufficiently to allow
flying, a shock absorber perished letting the machine down on
one side, necessitating a replacement, the fitting of which left
little time for flying before darkness fell. In the air, goloshes
over his ordinary boots and then wearing leather trousers kept
the cold at bay and he recognized that his cosy billet at St Omer
made him lucky indeed in comparison with those in the
trenches. Nevertheless, Corbett Wilson linked the airman to
the soldier in acknowledging the impasse of the fighting in
France. On 29th November 1914 he wrote:" I can't help
wishing something would happen for or against the war.
Standing looking at each other all the winter will be dreadful....
What do people in England think of such things, how long do
they give the war?"
Frustration was to give rise to imagination and Corbett Wilson
pressed an idea on Trenchard: " My plan was to fly to Berlin
and try to blow up the Zeppelin sheds there, also to drop
pamphlets in Berlin and through Germany, go on and land
among the Russians. With the prevailing wind I could have
done it, with eight petrol which with a squeeze I could have got



by fitting an auxiliary tank in the passenger's place. Of course
it was a big chance but Trenchard approved it, but the powers
that be say NO, not till the spring I really believe it could
do an immense amount of good in showing the Germans in
Germany that they've got to look out, it should make them
think a bit." More realistic ( although he did offer plans for a
raid on the more reasonable target of Essen) was an offer in
another December letter commenting upon the lack of progress
in the fighting: " I must say at present we can't see any end to
it." As for the Germans, he was becoming rather "bored" with
the newspaper blackguarding of them because after all " they
can't help it, poor people, they don't know any better"
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62 FLYING FURY

the German got away at the finish. The R.E.P. monoplane be­
longed to a French Squadron that had an aerodrome on the
south-wdstern outskirts of Bethune, a few miles distant.

More Artillery Work

A lot of progress was now being made in regard to the di­
rection of artillery fire by aeroplanes fitted with wireless, and
No. 3 Squadron was intended to be turned pufely and simply
into an Artillery Squadron.

We had the area from Armentfefes to Lens and were re­
sponsible for all the aerial intelligence for that section; also
the tactical and strategical reconnaissances, and also the rang­
ing of the heavier batteries of that sector. We were also doing
a great deal of photography now.

Night-Flying Adventures

It was about this time, the end of February, 1915, that
experiments in night flying were being carried out. Mr. Conran
and Mr. Pretyman went up one night and landed successfully

__without flares.
A big raid was organised about this time to bomb Brussels.

Machines from all the R.F.C., Squadrons took part.
Mr. Birch went from No. 3 with six 20-pounder bombs.

He didn’t come back with his machine, but turned up three
weeks later at the Squadron, having landed in Holland with
engine trouble, and having got away disguised as a ship’s fire­
man. This, of course, was quite a remarkable effort.

Chapter 2
NEUVE-CHAPELLE

Towards the second week in March a certain aerial activity
was noticeable north of La Bassee Canal and south of the Bois
de Biez. At dawn a heavy bombardment shook the country for 

1915 ' 63

miles, heralding the battle of Neuve-Chapelle. During the battle
in the morning I flew out with Lieutenant Corbett-Wilson1 to
look at the scene.

One could not follow what was going on much, as there was
so much smoke. Early in the morning Captain Conran, as he
had now become, had taken Major Salmond out in a Morane
to bomb a chateau behind La Bassee, which was reported to be
the Headquarters of an enemy Divisional Staff.

They bombed the chateau with great success from a height
of a few feet.

Captain Conran’s description, when he returned, of some
fat old Landsturmers running up a road, firing rifles without
taking aim, was very funny, but the Morane was badly shot
about, and a bullet had passed exactly between the pilot and pas­
senger at right angles to the line of flight. It was very hard to
decide who was the more lucky—the pilot or passenger.

All of our machines were very active on this morning. Mr. .
Pretyman carried out a. most successful reconnaissance of the
enemy’s support and communication trenches from an average
height of 300 feet.

A few days previous to this battle, Mr. Wadham and his
observer had a bad crash on a Morane, spinning into the ground
from 100 feet. We extricated the occupants and found them
badly hurt. Mr. Wadham had a leg fractured and Lieutenant
Borton had a badly cut forehead.

A Blow to the Corps

About 5 p.m. on March 12th I had just seen Captain Con­
ran and Mr; Pinney off on a Morane, and on my way back
to my flight shed passed Captain Cholmondeley and his Morane
outside “A” Flight sheds. The machine was then being loaded
with six of the Melinite bombs which have already been men-
>Mr. Corbett-Wilson and his passenger were killed shortly afterwards, being
shot down over the German lines. Mr. Corbett-Wilson, a Kilkenny man, was
the first person to fly the Irish Channel, a feat which he performed in 1913,
starting from Wales, and landing in Wexford.
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tioned. I had just got to my flight sheds when “crump-crump”
came two explosions in quick succession, and I distinctly felt
the displacement of air-. I turned round and saw Captain Chol-
mondeley’s Morane on fire from wing-tip to wing-tip.

Two bombs had exploded during the loading process. I ran
over to render assistance and found about a dozen men lying
around the Morane, all badly mutilated. Owning to the Morane
being on fire and still more bombs being in the machine we got
away the wounded quickly.

I well remember the little band of helpers who assisted to get
the living away from the burning wreckage at the imminent risk
of their own lives. Lieutenants Pretyman, Blackbum, Cleaver
and Serjeant Bums were the leaders of the party.2

Major Salmond had now arrived and ordered everyone away
from the machine, he himself remaining by the wreck—a splendid
example of coolness that still further increased our great respect
of our Commanding Officer.

This was a very bad day for our Squadron, for in this
accident we had eleven killed and two wounded, among whom
were some very experienced and valuable members of No. 3
Squadron. Captain Cholmondeley was one of the best-liked of­
ficers in the Squadron, as well as one of our finest pilots, and
Flight-Serjeants Costigan and Bowyer, two of our earliest
N.C.O.’s, were also amongst the dead. The accident had a gen­
erally depressing effect, noticeable for days, in the Squadron.

I do not think that the cause of the mishap was ever really.
discovered. It was surmised that during the loading of the bombs
a safety wire was accidentally pulled. However, the Squadron
settled down to its work again, but we who had seen the ac­
cident can never forget it; at least I never can.
2 Mr. Blackburn was well known as a pilot-constructor at Brooklands before
the war. Later in the war he went to Egypt and won mention in despatches.
By 1917 he had been promoted to Major commanding a Squadron in the near
East, and in 1918 was Lieut.-Col. on G.H.Q. Staff in France. Mr. Cleaver had

by 1918 won promotion to Lieut.-Col.
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The Work of Archie

Our aerodrome at Gonneham'Was only seven miles from the
nearest part of the line, and in the clear spring evenings we
could follow with our own eyesight our machines until they were
being “Archied” over the trenches. On some evenings we could
see a river of white shell-bursts, from south of Armentieres
almost down to Lens.

About March 18 Captain Conran and Lieutenant Woodiwiss
went out to drop some bombs on Langhin-au-Werppes, S.E. of
La Bassee. They arrived back in forty minutes, and as they
were landing I noticed some flying wires dangling and a stream
of petrol running from the machine. I ran to the Morane and
found Captain Conran badly wounded in the back and arm.
We got him out of the machine and he was just about done.

One shrapnel ball had embedded itself in his right arm and
the other had gone in at his side and come out very near his
spine. The machine, No. 1872, was literally riddled with shrapnel,
and how the observer escaped unhurt I do not know, for there
were shrapnel marks all round him.

Captain Harvey-Kelly, D.S.O., now took command of “C”
Flight, as Captain Conran had been sent to England.

The Third Promotion

On April 1st, 1915, I was promoted Serjeant, and was now
in charge of all the engines in my flight.

I well remember the first Morane that Captain Harvey-Kelly
had. It had engine trouble for weeks, and we could not discover
the cause, but at last we found that it was due to a certain type
of sparking-plug which we were using that became incandescent
after the engine had been running for a while, and caused
pre-ignition.

About this time a Fokker monoplane came over the aero­
drome at about 8,000 feet one evening, but no one took any
notice of it because everyone mistook it for a Morane of ours.
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This Fokker was, I expect, one of the two-seated type, of which
we had captured a specimen in October, 1914.

Roughly about the first week of May, Morane No. 1872,
in which Captain Conran had been wounded, was’ again ready
for service, and it was allotted to Lieutenant Corbett-Wilson. I
went up with him on its first test, and its-climb was something'
extraordinary.

Bad Family News

About the first week in May I got news that my elder brother
William had been killed at Gosport on May 1 whilst instruct­
ing on a Bleriot. This was a bad blow for me, as I had always
looked up to him so much, and I felt his loss very keenly in­
deed. However, I suppose it had to be.

One morning Mr. Corbett-Wilson and Mr. Woodiwiss went
out to do a reconnaissance on Morane No. 1872. They never
returned, and it certainly seems a coincidence that it was this
same machine and same observer (Mr. Woodiwiss) that Cap­
tain Conran had with him when he was wounded a few weeks
previously.

A German aviator dropped a note to say that Morane No.
1872 had been shot down by A.A. fire over Fournes, and the
occupants had been buried near the village.

Every pilot and observer knew and respected this A.A.
section at Foumes, and our pilots named the section gunner
the “ninety-nine-year-old gunner,” as he was a good shot.

Another A.A. gun which was rather respected was a con- ,
verted howitzer, which fired above the area Violanes, Auchy
and La Bassee. This gun fired one big shell about every ten
seconds, and its projectiles always made a double report and
burst. It was nicknamed the “Old How.” For some reason it
was not used after April in that sector.

During this time the fluctuating battles of Festubert were tak­
ing place, and the Germans were shelling Bethune fairly heavily
and with big shells. From a high tree at Gonneham one could
see the line from Bois de Biez to Givenchy.
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Chapter 3
SUMMER, 1915

Much interesting work was carried out by No. 3 Squadron,
but I cannot call to mind anything that occurred in May of
outstanding importance, although when I think back later on
I shall probably remember something that I have missed and
ought to have written down. .

With the end of May came rumours of a move for us. We
were all very sorry as we had settled down here and knew all
the people, who always were' very hospitable to us, especially
at a farm where “C” Flight were billeted. Our next aerodrome
proved to be Auchel, whither we moved on June 1, 1915.

Major Lewis, D.S.O., was now in command, Major Salmond
having gone home to England some time in April. s

A Novel Sign-Post

When our machines left Gonneham I remained behind with
a tender to get all the machines off the ground at the arranged
time. After we had seen the last machine away we boarded our
tender and made off for Auchel via Cheques and the Lillers
road. Going along the Lillers road I did not exactly know
where the aerodrome was, so we pulled up and had a look
round. Away on our left to the south we saw a Morane’s tail
standing vertically in the air silhouetted against the sky about
four miles away.

The Morane’s tail and fuselage from a distance looked like
a huge sign-post, as indeed it was from our point of view. We
turned round and, using the Morane as a guide, we soon found
our aerodrome and saw the machine at close quarters. It had
overshot the aerodrome and had fallen over a bank.
• I shall not mention the pilot’s name, but the bank was ever
afterwards called “Nobby’s bank.”



Left: The Morane-Saulnier Type L first
appeared in 1913 and was ordered for the RFC
and RNAS, with the military designation
MS.3, as well as for the Aviation Militaire.
Originally unarmed, it was later equipped
with a forward-firing machine gun, with
deflector plates fitted to the propeller blades.
On 7June 1915, Fit Sub-Lt R. A.J. Warne ford
ofl Squadron RNAS, based at Dunkirk,
destroyed the first Zeppelin from the air in
one of these machines. He dropped six 201b
Hale bombs on the army Zeppelin LZ.37,
which fell in flames on a convent in Belgium.
Source: RAF Museum P4988

Right: The Nieuport 11 was ordered at the
outbreak of war by the Aviation Militaire and
entered service with the French in the summer
of 1915, who referred to it as the Bebe. It was
also ordered by the RNAS and was employed
both in France and the Dardanelles, being
known as the Nieuport Scout. The RFC
received deliveries in France during March
1916; armed with a Lewis gun on the upper
wing, it helped to overcome the menace of the
Fokker monoplanes. The Nieuport Scout in
the photograph was serial 3993 of the RNAS.
Source: RAF Museum PO1R140
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ploughed field nrLILLE, before another “Morane” drove
them off]

This “Fokker Parasol” was of course the older two-
seater AIII. Tyssen later served with 22 Sqn before
commanding 58 Squadron RFC in 1918, which was
a night reconnaissance and bombing unit.

1637 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
+*  combat with EA ovYPRES 5500' 10-15am shot up
OK(2Lt R Maxwell-Pike/2Lt Andrews) gun jam,
inconclusive, had earlier combat 10am

206 BE2a 6Sqn
+‘AOb combat with EA YPRES-HOUTHULST
WOOD 7000 OK(Lt Cunningham/Lt Wenden)

7th May
748 MartinsydeSl ISqn
+‘P combat with “big EA pusher” nrGHELUVELT
6000' 4-30am chased & caught it nrZANDVOORDE[+
?looked ooc but seen glide down engine off towards
MENIN 4000'] OK(2Lt MMcB Bell-Irving) first
mistook EA for Voisin & got shot up

8th May
An extremely heavy German attack was launched
on sections of the V Corps front on the 8th, sections
of which were broken through. There were further
heavy attacks for another two weeks but none took
any significant amount of ground.

Voisin LA 4Sqn
**Rec shrapnel hit ~6am(Capt EF Unwin/2Lt WL
Robinson WIA)arm

1616 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
4-*  sYPRES combat with Ago nrDICKEBUSCH 6000'
7-25pm then ground fire OK(Lt S Graham-Gilmour/
1AM Rogers) inconclusive

1748 BE2c 6Sqn
+*AOb  ZONNEBEKE combat with Otto
ovHOUTHULST WOOD 7000' 8-10am OK(Capt LA
Strange/Lt CH Awcock)

9th May
THE BATTLE OF AUBERS RIDGE
On this day the battle of Aubers Ridge commenced
— an attempt by the Allies to advance onto what
had been an earlier objective of the battle of Neuve
Chapelle. The British First Army would make the
attack. Air fighting continued to escalate through
the week and the 9th was easily the busiest day yet
of the air war. Especially notable was the plan to
use aerial bombing prior to the general bombard­
ment. Its intent was to disrupt communications in
the back areas but crude bomb aiming techniques
comprehensively reduced its effectiveness. All the
early attempts to use tactical bombing in battle 

were handicapped by this.
Contact patrolling was tried again, with 16

Squadron ordered to carry out an associated
reconnaissance for army headquarters whilst 2 and
3 Squadrons operated directly with the corps. All
these units belonged to 1st Wing. 16 Squadron’s
work attempted to advance the methods of tactical
contact patrolling significantly, for instance report­
ing the arrival of troops at various key positions who
were to deploy white signalling sheets. Special
wireless receiving facilities were provided on the
ground, and machines managed to send some forty-
two messages. These, it has to be said, were of little
actual use, as objectives were never reached. More
effective contact patrolling would have to wait for
the specialised training of the future involving much
greater use of low flying. Of all the air services
provided for the Allies in this battle, that of artillery
co-operation was the most successful.

1860 Voisin LA 4Sqn
•*SpM  shot up hit through boot OK(Capt EF Unwin)

1623 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
+*Rec  combat with EA ZONNEBEKE 8000' 7am
OK(Lt WHD Ackland/Lt Andrews) inconclusive

1626 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
+*Rec  sYPRES Salient combat with Albatros?
nrZILLEBEKE 7OOO'[4-? shot down erground
eWYTSCHAETE] 5-30pm OK(Lt S Graham-Gilmour/
1AM Sutcliffe) EA seen on nose on ground fr 3500'

238 BE2a 6Sqn
+*AReg  combat with Aviatik eYPRES 8000' shot up?
OK(Lt Hargrave/Capt Bovill)

484 BE2b 6Sqn
+*AReg  combat with EA eYPRES 6500 OK(Capt
Macdonnell/Capt BT? James)

Voisin 16Sqn
**B DON AA hi t(Lt HF Glanville WIA)leg, to hospital

Voisin 16Sqn
**LRec left 3-50am shot down EoL MIA(Lt FH Eberli
POW/Lt SA Sanford POW) both to Holland 10.4.18

1854 Maurice Fannan 16Sqn
**AP dhAA steep glide down then nd folded 2000' 7-30am
(Lt CB Spence KIA/2Lt Hon FW Rodney KIA) left
4-35am, killed at the end of a long, continuous ranging of
guns which had vitally silenced several German batteries.

1877 Voisin LA 16Sqn
“B DON BRIDGE AAovCAMBRAI 4am fell nrLines
MIA(Capt AG Fox KIA) left 3am

10th May
2Sqn

*‘? (LtJLJackson WIAJface

1872 Morane L 3Sqn
*• AA shot down ovFOURNES l-30pm?MIA(LtD
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Corbett-Wilson KIA/2Lt IN Woodiwiss KIA)
ovRADINGHEM ~12-45pm?

1860 Voisin LA 4Sqn
**Rec dam by shrapnel OK(Capt EF Unwin/Lt
H Lygon)

1616 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
+‘Rec YPRES-LILLE 10000'-2000' combat with
Albatros ovLILLE[+? saw bits fly off then nose-dive
1500' wr] 10-45am OK(Lt WHW Acland/IAM Rogers)

1637 Vickers FB5 5Sqn
+*  YPRES heavy AA then combat with 2 Albatros &
other ovSTADEN 5am shot up then down for 2nd combat
shot up ftl POPERINGHE OK(2Lt R Maxwell-Pike/2Lt
Andrews)

2449 MartinsydeSl 6Sqn
+‘AOb BOESCLARE-MENIN combat with Otto
ovPOLYGON WOOD 8000' 8-30am (Capt LA Strange)
pilot was thrown out after combat but managed to crawl
back in: see ‘Recollections of an Airman’

11th May
234 BE2a 4Sqn
♦♦Rec spar shot up dam OK(Capt RM Vaughan/Lt
Hankin)

12th May
1655 BE2c 4Sqn
“AP left 3-50am shell shot up, fuel leak ftl OK(Lt GWG
Lywood/2Lt Benett)

1856 Voisin LA 4Sqn
+*P  COURTRAI combat with EA ovWARNETON
5700' 7-O3am on return OK(Capt Murphy/Lt H Lygon)

3823 Voisin ISqn RNAS
this a’c? St Pol “ZepP ftl DIXMUDE EoL MIA(FLt JO
Groves POW/LCdr H Dobell POW) left to attack
Zeppelin returning from UK, to Switzerland 22.5.18

14th May
The first FE2b pushers, Nos. 4227 and 4228,
arrived in France and went to 6 Squadron at
Abeele.

15th May
1864 Voisin LA 4Sqn
“Rec shot up engine ftl cr tree 100yd short of a’dr
6-45am wr(Capt EF Unwin inj/Lt.Hon H Lygon OK)
Lygon shaken & to hospital

BE2c? 8Sqn
** shrapnel(Capt AD Gaye WIA/Lt G Graham WIA)

These air crew were the first casualties in action for
8 Squadron RFC.

17th May
The Allied advance on the Aubers Ridge crucially 
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hesitated at this time. This was partly brought
about by a lack of clarity about their true position.
A persistent mist also fell over the battlefield from
the 17th.

20th May
4Sqn?

“? (2LtJA Johnstone KIA)

5Sqn
“ shot up(Capt HC MacDonnell DoW 23.5.15)

23rd May
ISqn

**Rec (2Lt HF Boles DoW 24.5.15) operation on 24.5?,
attached ISqn

ISqn
“Rec (Lt C Court-Freath WIA)

299 BE2a 4Sqn
“Rec left 6-15am hit by shell case ftl returned a’dr 7am
dam OK(Capt Burdett/2Lt Capel)

314 BE2a 4Sqn
“Rec left 5am main spar shot through dam returned a’dr
6-50am OK(2Lt Mitchell/Lt JR? Parker)

737 RE5 7Sqn
** shrapnel broke up 300' nrVIEUX BERQUIN cr(Lt
RCH Bewes DoW/2Lt FH Hyland DoW) own grenade
exploded?

24th May
1748 BE2c 6Sqn
+‘Rec ZONNEBEKE combat with Aviatik 6500'
4-30am OK(Capt LA Strange/2Lt GA Parker) EA dived
until very low, typical role of “driving off’ EA

1756 BE2c 8Sqn
8Sqn? “P shell hit? dam OK(2Lt HR Nicholl/Lt
Greenslade)

The battle for Ypres had continued for a month
now, with virtually no respite for the opposing
forces. German attempts to create a decisive break­
through had become increasingly desperate, and
included another gas attack this day to the east of
Ypres. For a while this caused the situation to
became highly critical as the Allies fought for
cohesion, but eventually the German attack
faltered. By the end of the month their efforts had
been generally halted and, at tremendous cost,
their counter-offensive had been thwarted. The size
of the Allied salient around Ypres had been
reduced and the German gains had left British
positions much more difficult to defend, surroun­
ded as they were now by German guns on
important stretches of high ground. At the same
time Allied fighting about Aubers Ridge had also



AIRMEN DIED IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918

COLOMB, Lt George Lushington, DCM, 70 Sqn, obs, (4/
London Rgt). Native of Greystones, Co Wicklow, Eire, age
27. Kia 22.11.16. Buried at Gezaincourt, Fiance
COLWELL, 2Lt Albert Edward, 87 Sqn, pilot Native of
Kensal Rise, Middx, age 19. Kwf 23.2.18. Buried at Heston,
Middx
COLWILL, Sgt Reginald Wilfred (1859), 31 Sqn. Native of
Hindhead, Surrey, age24. Died 20.8.17. Buried at Dera Ismail
Khan and listed on Delhi Memorial, India
COMERFORD, Sgt Charles James (1166), 57 Sq, pilot
Native of Gillingham, Kent age 26. Kia 18.8.17. Buried at
Harlebeke, Belgium
CONDRON, Sgt Thomas Arthur (15901), 199 (N) Tr Sqn,
pilot Native of South Farnborough, Hants, age 19. Kwf
5.2.18. Buried at Aidershot (Military), Hants
CONNELLY, 2Lt Montague Edward. Native of Vancouver,
BC. Died 14.1.18. Buried at Fort Worth, Texas
CONNOR, Cpl Rochford Richard (29805), 70 Tr Sqn. Native
of Newington, London, age 37. Kwf 30.1.18. Buried at
Streatham, London
CONRAN, Maj Owen Mostyn, 10 Sqn,pilot, (S Lancs Militia;
R Lane Rgt). Native of Brondyffryn, Denbigh, age 36. Kia
28.7.17. Buried at Chocques, France
CONROY, AMIfi Luke (127007), Balloon Tr Depot Died
21.2.18. Buried at Brookwood (Military), Surrey
CONSTABLE, 2Lt Arthur Leslie, 43 Sqn, pilot Native of
Arthog, Merioneth, age 25. Kia 17.3.17. Buried at Cabaret-
Rouge, France
CONVERY, Lt Joseph A, 5 Sqn, pilot Age 28. Kia 11.3.18.
Buried at Douai (British), France
COOK, Capt Alfred Burton, 57 Sqn, pilot Kia 20.11.17.
Buried at Longuenesse, France
COOK, AMII Aloysius John Michael (52148), 53 Res Sqn.
Native of Manchester, Lancs, age 28. Died 4.5.17. Buried at
Moston, Lancs
COOK, 2Lt Earl Allen, 6 TDS, pilot Native of Hebbing,
Minnesota, age 20. Doi 22.3.18. Buried at Upton-cum-
Chalvey, Slough, Bucks

COOK, Sgt Ernest Albert (1920), 45 Sqn, pilot (RE)- Native
of Portsmouth, Hants, age 24. Kia5.6.17. Buried at Harlebeke,
Belgium
COOK, Lt Francis Richardson, 58 Tr Sqn, pilot (7/E Yorks
Rgt). Native of Blackheath, London, age 20. Kwf 22.2.18.
Buried at Suez, Egypt
COOK, AMI George (589), 3 Sqn. Acc 12.3.15. Buried at
Chocques, France
COOK, Lt Herbert 70 Sqn, pilot (Can Inf). Native of Walsall,
Staffs, age 27. Kwf 17.10.17. B uried at Mendinghem, Belgium
COOK, Cpl John William (40047), 63 Tr Sqn. Native of
Lincoln, age 35. Doi 19.12.17. Buried at Lincoln (St
Swithin’s), Lincs
COOK, AMII Percy Charles (60494), Rec Depot Native of
Bexhill-on-Sea, age 18. Died 13.3.17. Buried at Bexhill,
Sussex
COOK, AMII Robert Wilfrid (27987), Exp Section,
Orfordness. Native of Brentwood, age 19. Acc 17.11.16.
Buried at Brentwood, Essex
COOKE, 2Lt George Josiah, 52 Sqn, obs, (2/2 London Rgt).
Native of Paddington, Middx, age 20. Kwf 23.11.17. Buried
at Zuydcoote, France

COOKE, 2Lt John, 8 Sqn, obs, (DLI). Kia 20.6.16. Buried at
Achiet-le-Grand (Extn), France
COOKSEY, 2Lt Kenneth Bassano, 59 Sqn, pilot (3/R W
Kent Rgt). Native of Old Hill, Staffs, age 21. Kia 8.4.17.
Buried at Cabaret-Rouge, France

COOMBER, Capt Horace Bertram, 45 Sqn, pilot (8/Manch
Rgt). Native of Manchester, Lancs, age 23. Kia 12.10.17.
Buried at Dadizeele, Belgium

COOPER, Cpl A J (31589), 6 Sqn, obs, (MGC). Native of
Aston, Warwicks. Kia 17.3.17. Burial place not known

COOPER, 2Lt Cyril Ashley, 2 (Aux) Sch of AG, pilot (E
Yorks Rgt). Native of Winchmore Hill, Middx. Doi 29.6.17.
Buried at Girvan, Ayrs

COOPER, 2Lt Clifford Edward Gordon, 62 Tr Sqn, pilot.
Native of Johannesburg, S Africa, age 19. Kwf 26.11.17.
Buried at Dover (St James’s), Kent

COOPER, Lt Clarence Edwards Nooth, 6 KBS, balloon obs,
(9/London Rgt 2/Lincs Rgt). Native of South Norwood,
Surrey, age 25. Acc 16.9.16. Buried at Grove Town, Meaulte,
France

COOPER, Capt Herbert Ambrose, MiD, 11 Sqn, pilot Native
of Auckland, NZ, age 26. Kwf 21.6.16. Buried at Aubigny,
France

COOPER, 2Lt Horace Charles Henry, CFS, pilot (30/R Fus).
Native of Devonport, Devon, age 24. Kwf 15.4.17. Buried at
Upavon, Wilts

COOPER, Capt Jack Oliver, 21 Sqn, pilot Native of
Christchurch, Hants, age 20. Kia 21.7.16. NKG listed on
Arras Memorial, France
COOPER, Lt John Stephen, 70 Sqn, pilot, (York and Lane
Rgt). Native of London, age 25. Kia 25.3.17. Buried atHAC,
Ecoust-St Mein, France
COOPER, AMIII William (132680), Rec Depot Native of
Edinburgh, age 18.26.3.18. Buried atEdinburgh (Rosebank),
Midlothian
COOTE, AMIIEmestFrederick (13157), 12 Res Sqn. Native
of Lowestoft age 23. Died 10.12.16. Buried at Lowestoft
(Kirkley), Suffolk

COPE, AMI Leonard Benjamin (44578), 10 Sqn att to 252
Siege Bty, RGA. Native of Walworth, London, age 20. Kia
14.3.18. Buried at The Huts, Dickebusch, Belgium

COPP, AMI Frederick Thomas (67567), Sch of Cookery.
Died 18.4.17. Buried at Paddington, Middx
COPP ARD, 2Lt Stuart Benjamin Hayes, 57 Sqn, obs. Native
of Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, age 21. Kia 20.11.17. Buried at
Longuenesse, Fiance

COPPERWHEAT, AMI Joseph (24024), Rec Depot Native
of Kirkby Wharfe,age36.31.1.18. Buried at Kirkby Wharfe,
Yorks

CORBET, 2Lt John Hugh, 11 Sqn, obs, (KSLI). Kia 13.1.18.
Buried at Douai, France
CORBETT-WILSON, Lt Denys, 3 Sqn, pilot Native of
Darver, Co Kilkenny, Eire, age 32. Kia 10.5.15. Buried at
Cabaret-Rouge, France

CORBISHLEY, 2Lt Ronald Heathcote, 57 Sqn, obs, (8/
Devon Rgt). Native of Macclesfield, Cheshire, age 27. Kia
28.7.17. Buried at Wielsbeke, Belgium

CORBOLD, Lt Henry Maurice, 19 Sqn, pilot Native of
Montreal, PQ, age 20. Kia 26.8.16. Buried at Roisel, France
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Types G and H
80 hp Gnome

Type G—two-seat monoplane; Type H—single-seat monoplane.
Type G: Span 9-63 m (31 ft 7 in); length 6-38 m (20 ft 11 in); height 3 m (9 ft 10 in).
Type H: Span 9-12 m (29 ft 11 in); length 6-28 m (20 ft 7 in); height 2 3 m (7 ft 61 in);

wing area 14 sq m (150-7 sq ft).
Empty weight 314 kg (693 lb) Type G; loaded weight 544 kg (1,199 lb) Type G, 470 kg

(1,034 lb) Type H.
Type G: Climb to 1,000 m (3,280 ft) 7 min.
Type H: Maximum speed 135 km/h (85 mph).
Armament: Small load of bombs or grenades.

Manufacturers: Morane-Saulnier, Grahame-White.

Service use: Western Front: Sqns 4 and 12. Training duties: Reserve Aeroplane Sqns 1,2,4,
10 and 11. Other units: Sqns 7, 15 and 60.

Serials: 482, 587—598, 623, 627, 629, 5693—5716.

Morane-Saulnier Type L
The Morane-Saulnier company made a marked departure from their successful .

shoulder-wing monoplane configuration in August 1913 when they built the Type
G-19. This consisted of a slightly modified Type G fuselage to which was fitted a
parasol wing. Landing loads were borne by cables anchored to a tall central
cabane structure, and lateral control was by wing warping. It has been said that
the aircraft was designed at the request of Alberto Santos Dumont, but this
remains unconfirmed.

From the Type G-19 was evolved the Type L, geometrically similar but having
its wing span increased by one metre and providing separate seats for the two
occupants instead of the communal lengthwise seat that the G-19 inherited from

Sgt Frank Courtney with a Morane-Saulnier Type L of No.3 Squadron, Auchel, in June
1915. The aircraft has a fin.
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the basic Type G. The Aviation militaire did not order the Type L in the prewar
period but Morane-Saulnier were officially permitted to build 50 of the type for
Turkey. These were to have only 50 hp Gnomes, all available 80 hp engines being
reserved for French aircraft. When war began in August 1914 the Turkish Type L
parasols were promptly commandeered by the Aviation militaire, fitted with
80 hp Gnome or Le Rhone engines, and used to form two new escadrilles, MS.23
and MS.26, which began their operational careers on 15 August. In French
service the Type L’s official designation was MoS.3.

Just as the RFC had set about acquiring Bleriots and Farmans shortly after its
arrival in France, so did the Service seek to buy Morane-Saulnier parasol
monoplanes. The first to join an operational unit of the RFC was 1829, which was
delivered from Paris direct to No.3 Squadron on 2 December, 1914. It lasted only
a week for it was wrecked on 9 December. Two more Moranes joined No.3
Squadron before the year ended: 1843 arrived from Paris on 24 December, 1845
two days later. Thereafter most deliveries of the early Parasols were to No.3
Squadron, which by 1 April, 1915, had on charge fourteen Moranes and one
Bleriot XI, the latter for instructional use only. Of the Moranes, 1849 was
transferred to No.l Squadron on 10 April, being followed by three more
delivered from the First Aircraft Park, two in April and one in May. By the end of
1915 No.l Squadron was effectively an all-Morane squadron, having on charge
thirteen Parasols and one Type N single-seat scout. At that time No.3 Squadron
was slightly under strength, having struck off four Parasols between 26 and 29
December, and was equipped with eleven Parasols, one Morane-Saulnier Type N
and one Morane-Saulnier Type BB biplane. The later Type L Parasols had the
addition of a triangular fin in the tail unit.

The Morane Parasols then with Nos.l and 3 Squadrons at the end of 1915, and
No.12 Squadron’s singleton, 5064, were all of the later Type LA, but the last of
the Type L monoplanes left No.l Squadron only on 27 and 28 December, when
5052 and 5051 respectively went back to No.l Aircraft Depot at St-Omer. The
Type L had given good if somewhat unspectacular service throughout 1915 as a
reconnaissance aircraft with the RFC: its more memorable exploits had been
performed with the Aviation militaire, in which it served as Garros’s pioneering
fighting vehicle, carrying into combat the first fixed forward-firing machine-gun to
be used operationally on a tractor aircraft; and in the RNAS as Fit Sub-
Lt R. A. J. Warneford’s mount that destroyed the LZ.37 on 7 June, 1915.

A Morane-Saulnier Type L, possibly No.1881, in RFC service in 1915. No.1881 was
delivered from Paris direct to No.3 Squadron on 22 March, 1915, and was returned to the

Aircraft Park on 25 September, 1915. (RAF Museum)
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Morane-Saulnier Type L No.5051 was delivered to the 1st Aircraft Park on 12 August, 1915,
and went to No.l Squadron on 20 August. It was returned to No.l A.D. on 28 December
and was sent to England on 30 December, 1915. When photographed it had a four-blade

airscrew.

Nevertheless, it should be remembered that one of the RFC’s earliest combat
successes was won by 2nd Lt V. H. N. Wadham and his observer Lt A. E.
Borton on a Morane Type L of No.3 Squadron on 5 February, 1915. Although
Borton was armed with only a rifle, his sustained fire drove down an Aviatik
encountered over Merville, the conclusive shots being fired at a range of only
50 ft.

As far as can now be determined, just over fifty Type L Parasols were delivered
to the RFC. By the standards of its time it was regarded as being tricky to fly,
probably because it had its own characteristic imbalance of sluggish lateral control
combined with sensitive elevator reaction. On 26 December, 1915, Maj-Gen
Trenchard wrote to the Assistant Director of Military Aeronautics:

‘I am sending home as soon as possible the remainder of the old type (warped
wings) Morane parasols for instructional purposes.’

By then, however, there must have been few Type L monoplanes left in the RFC
in France. One of the last to go was 5056, which was sent to England as late as
3 February, 1916, and was allotted to No.25 Squadron for training duties. For
such work the Type L could only have been of limited use, needing considerable
skill to handle yet lacking the dual control necessary for the imparting of such
skill. Few variations of the type existed, but in the RFC 5051 differed from
standard in having a four-blade airscrew.

Type L
80 hp Le Rhone 9C

Two-seat reconnaissance monoplane.
Span 11-2 m; length 6-88 m; height 3-93 m; wing area 18-3 sq m.
Empty weight 393 kg; loaded weight 677-5 kg.
Speed at sea level 125 km/h; climb to 1,000 m—8 min, to 2,000 m—18 min 30 sec;

endurance 4 hr.
Armament: Normally one 0-303-in Lewis machine-gun.
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Manufacturer: Morane-Saulnier.

Service use: Western Front: Sqns 1, 3 and 12. Training duties: Sqns 15 and 25.

Serials: 1829,1843,1845,1848,1849,1855,1859,1861,1862,1863,1866,1870—1875,1878
1880—1882, 1888, 1892, 1894, 1896, 1897, 5002, 5005—5007, 5012, 5021—5023, 5029’
5033, 5034, 5039, 5041, 5044—5048, 5051, 5052, 5055—5058, 5060, 5061.

Morane-Saulnier Type LA
In the summer of 1915 the Morane-Saulnier company produced a refined
development of the Type L Parasol monoplane. The new type retained the 80 hp
Le Rhone as its standard engine, but the fuselage was fully faired over its entire
length, having full-length side fairings and both dorsal and ventral deckings, the
whole being of approximately circular cross-section. A sizeable spinner was fitted
to the airscrew, and the engine cowling was of a revised design. Internally, the
tank capacity was reduced from the 120 litres of the Type L to 105 litres, oil
tankage from 34 litres to 20 litres. The mainplane was entirely new, being rigidly
braced by cables, and having tapered ailerons in place of the warping wings of the
Type L. In the tail unit the plain rudder was hinged to triangular fin surfaces above
and below the fuselage, but the balanced ‘all-flying’ elevator was retained as the
only horizontal surface.

These modifications altered the appearance of the aircraft radically, and its
makers designated it Type LA, the suffix A signifying ailerons. It was put into
production without delay and was built in substantial numbers.

It is now difficult to determine with precision the point at which deliveries of the
Type LA to the RFC began, but it is possible that the RFC’s first Moranes of the

A Morane-Saulnier Type LA, photographed before being delivered to the RFC. This type
had a faired fuselage, ailerons and revised fin and rudder.
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Jessie Knight FARNCOMBE
(16)

Documents received from Australian War Memorial Data Base
and Australian Memorial War Museum



Jesse Knight FARNCOMBE (16)
FARNCOMBE Jesse Knight, Pte.Australian 13th Infantry-
Battalion,
4 Platoon, "A" Company), 1498.
Bom 12/6/1892, died 10/08/1915 aged 23,
At Sulva Bay, Gallipoli Peninsulai,
Buried 7 Field Ambulance Cemetery Gallipoli.

Son of Charles James & Naomi Famcombe of Tanyard
Farm, Danehill., attended Danehill school, leaving in 1906
with a Certificate of Proficiency.

Information from the Research Centre at the Australian
War Memorial shows that he was bom at East Hoathly, was
trained in farming when he emigrated to Australia at the
age of 20, worked as a groom gardener and was living at
Terang when he joined the Army 4/11/1914. The address
given to contact for further information was Mrs Matthews,
Myrtle Grove, Terang, Victoria, Australia.

Was one of three local men killed in that disastrous
campaign in 1915.

The Famcombe Family at Tanyard Farm



Ronald Montague HARDY
(18)

Extracts from

"A STUDENT AT ARMS"
By Donald Hankey

Extracts from

"The Rifle Brigade Chronicle"
Record of the 7th Service Battalion.



Ronald Montague HARDY (18)
HARDY Ronald Montague,
Captain "D" Company, 7th Battalion The Rifle Brigade.
Bom 1882, died 23/07/1915, aged 33, at Hooge, Belgium,
his name is on the Menin Gate Memorial (Index MR 29) Part
XXI (UK).
Memorial window and memorial All Saints Church, Danehill.
Second son of Herbert Carey & Adela Hardy of Danehurst,
Danehill.
Baptised Danehill 21/5/1882.
From the Book of Remembrance - "educated at Eton - enlisted
on August 7th 1914 in a Sussex Territorial Battalion - later
obtaining a commission in the 7th Rifle Brigade. Went to
Belguim with the first contingent of the New Army (14th
Division) in May 1915.(#) He was killed on July 23rd 1915 in a
mine crater at Hooge near Ypres while assisting a dying
Rifleman of his Company. Capt. Hardy was " The Beloved
Captain" of Donald Hankey's " Student at Arms." (*)

(*)  Excerpts from this book were reprinted in the Danehill
Parish Magazine in Nov. 1947, Jan.and March 1948, the book
was very popular at the time, running to seven editions
( " Student in Arms" by Donald Hankey (seventh edition).
London: Andrew Melrose Ltd 3 York Street, Covent Garden.
1916. PP59-70.)
(#) The New Army was raised as a result of Lord Kitchener's
appeal in late August 1914 with the famous poster, he needed
100,000 men, by mid October up to 2 million men had
responded. The excerpts reprinted give a good idea of the spirit
of the New Army - how officers and men were "all in it
together" as new soldiers.



A STUDENT IN ARMS
Donald Hankey.

THE BELOVED CAPTAIN.
Ronald Montague Hardy, Captain, Rifle Brigade, killed in
action, Hooge, Flanders, 23rd July 1915.

He came in the early days, when we were still at recruit
drill under the hot September sun. Tall, erect, smiling: so we
first saw him, and so he remained to the end. At the start he
knew as little of soldiering as we did. He used to watch us
being drilled by the sergeant; but his manner of watching was
peculiarly his own. He never looked bored. He was learning just
as much as we were; in fact, more. He was learning his job: and
from the first he saw that his job was more than to give the
correct orders: So he watched, and noted many things, and
never found the time hang heavy on his hands. He watched our
evolutions, so as to learn the correct orders; he watched for the
right manner of command, the manner which secured the most
prompt response to an order; and he watched every one of us for
our individual characteristics. We were his men. Already he
took an almost paternal interest in us. He noticed the men who
tried hard, but were naturally slow and awkward. He
distinguished them from those who were inattentive and bored.
He marked down the keen and efficient amongst us. Most of all,
he studied those who were subject to moods, who were sulky
one day and willing the next. These were the ones who were to
turn the scale. If only he could get these on his side the battle
would be won.

For a few days he just watched. Then he started work. He
picked out some of the most awkward ones, and, accompanied
by a corporal, marched them away by themselves. Ingeniously
he explained that he did not know that much himself yet; but he
thought that they might get on better if they drilled by
themselves a bit, and that if he helped them and they helped
him, they would soon learn. His confidence was infectious. He
looked at them, and they looked at him, and the men pulled
themselves together and determined to do their best. The best
surprised themselves. His patience was inexhaustible . His
simplicity could not fail to be understood. His keenness and
optimism carried all with them. Very soon the awkward squad
found themselves awkward no longer, and soon they ceased to
be a squad, and went back to the platoon.

Then he started to drill the platoon, with the sergeant
standing by to point out his mistakes.



Of course he made mistakes, and when that happened he never
minded admitting it. He would explain what mistakes he had
made, and try again. The result was that we began to take
almost as much interest and pride in his progress as he did in
ours. We were his men and he was our leader. We felt that he
was a credit to us, and we resolved to be a credit to him. There
was a bond of mutual confidence and affection between us,
which grew stronger and stronger as the months passed. He
had a smile for almost everyone; but we thought that he had a
different smile for us. We looked for it ,and were never
disappointed. On parade , as long as we were trying, his smile
encouraged us. Off parade , if we passed him and saluted, his
eyes looked straight into our own, and his smile greeted us. It
was a wonderful thing that smile of his. It was something
worth living for, and worth working for. It bucked one up when
one was bored or tired. It seemed to make one look at things
from a different point of view, a finer point of view, his point of
view. There was nothing feeble or weak about it. It was not
monotonous like the smile of "Sunny Jim." It meant something.
It meant that we were his men, and that he was proud of us,
and sure that we were his men, and that he was proud of us,
and sure that we were going to do jolly well - better than any of
the other platoons. And he made us determined that we would.
When we failed him, and when he was disappointed in us , he
did not smile. He did nor swear or curse. He just looked
disappointed, and that made us feel far more savage with
ourselves than any amount of swearing would have done. He
made us feel that we were not playing the game by him. It was
not what he said. He was never very good at talking. It was just
how he looked. And his look of displeasure and disappointment
was a thing that we would do anything to avoid. The fact was
that he had won his way into our affections. We loved him. And
there isn't anything stronger that love, when all's said and
done.

He was good to look on, He was big and tall, and held
himself upright. His eyes looked his own height. He moved
with the grace of an athlete. His skin was tanned by a
wholesome outdoor life, and his eyes were clear and wide open.
Physically he was a prince among men. We used to notice , as
we marched along the road and passed other officers, that they
looked pleased to see him. They greeted him with a cordiality
which was reserved for him. Even the General seemed to have
singled him out, and cast an eye of special approval on him.
Somehow, gentle though he was, he was never familiar. He had
a kind of innate mobility (nobility ?) which marked him out as
above us.



He was not democratic. He was rather the justification for the
aristocracy. We all knew instinctively that he was our superior -
a man of finer temper than ourselves, a "toff" in his own right. I
suppose that was why he could be so humble without loss of
dignity. For he was humble, too, if that is the right word, I
think it is. No trouble of ours was too small for him to attend
to. When we started route marches, for instance, and our feet
were blistered and sore, as they often were at first, you would
have thought that they were his own feet from the trouble he
took. Of course, after the march there was always an inspection
of feet. That is the routine. He came into our rooms, and if
anyone had a sore foot he would kneel down on the floor and
look at it as carefully as if he had been a doctor. Then he would
prescribe, and the remedies were ready at hand, being borne by
the sergeant. If a blister had to be lanced he would very likely
lance it himself, there and then, so as to make sure that it was
done with a clean needle and that no dirt was allowed to get in.
There was no affectation about this, no striving after effect. It
was simply that he felt our feet were pretty important, and that
he knew we were pretty careless. So he thought it best at the
start to see to the matter himself. Nevertheless, there was in
our eyes something almost religious about this care of our feet.
It seemed to have a touch of the Christ about it, and we loved
and honoured him the more.

We knew we should loose him. For one thing we knew he would
be promoted. It was our great hope that one day he would
command the company. Also we knew he would be killed. He
was so amazingly unself-conscious. For that reason we knew
that he would be absolutely fearless. He would be so keen on
the job in hand, and so anxious for his men, that he would
forget about his own danger. So it proved. He was a captain and
he went out to the front. Whenever there was a tiresome job to
be done, he was there in charge. If ever there were a moment of
danger, he was on the spot. If there were any particular part of
the line where the shells were falling faster or the bombs
dropping more thickly than in other parts, he was in it. It was
not that he was conceited and imagined himself indispensable.
It was just that he was so keen that the men should do their
best, and act worthily of the regiment. He knew that fellows
hated turning out at night for fatigue, when they were in "rest
camp". He knew how tiresome the long march there and back
and the digging in the dark for an unknown purpose were. He
knew that fellows would be inclined to grouse and shirk, so he
thought that it was up to him to go and show them that he
thought it was a job worth doing.



And the fact that he was there put a new complexion on the
matter altogether. No one would shirk if he were there. No one
would grumble so much either. What was good enough for him
was good enough for us. If it were not too much trouble for him
to turn out, it was not too much trouble for us. He knew, too,
how trying to the nerves it is to sit in a trench and be shelled.
He knew what a temptation there is to move farther down the
trench and herd together in a bunch at what seems the safest
end. He knew, too, the folly of it, and that it was not the thing
to do - not done in the best regiments. So he went along to see
that it did not happen, to see that the men stuck to their posts,
and conquered their nerves. And as soon as we saw him we
forgot our own anxiety. It was: "Move a bit farther down , sir.
We are all right here; but don't you go exposing of yourself".
We didn't matter. We knew it then, We were just the rank and
file, bound to take risks. The company would get along all right
without us. But the captain, how was the company to get on
without him? To see him was to catch his point of view, to
forget our personal anxieties, and only think of the company,
and the regiment and honour.

There was not one of us but would gladly have died for
him. We longed for the chance to show him that. We weren't
heroes. We never dreamed about the V.C. But to save the
captain we would have earned it ten times over, and never cared
a button whether we got it or not. We never got the chance,
worse luck. It was all the other way. We were holding some
trenches which were about as unhealthy as trenches could be.
The Bosches were only a few yards away and were well supplied
with trench mortars. We hadn't got any at that time. Bombs
and air torpedoes were dropping round us all day. Of course the
captain was there. It seemed as if he could not keep away. A
torpedo fell into the trench and buried some of our chaps. The
fellows next to them ran to dig them out. Of course he was one
of the first. Then cam another torpedo in the same place. That
was the end.

But he lives. Somehow he lives. And we who knew him do
not forget. We feel his eyes on us. We still work for that
wonderful smile of his. There are not many of the old lot left
now; but I think those who went west have seen him. When
they got to the other side I think they were met. Some One said:
"Well done, good and faithful servant." And they knelt before
that gracious pierced Figure, I reckon they saw the captain's
smile. Anyway, in that faith let me die, if death should come my
way; and so, I think, shall I die content.



From "The Rifle Brigade Chronicle" Record of the 7th Service
B_a.ttalion (page 1.14)

July 20th (1915) The Commanding Officer and Company
Commanders went to Hooge with a view to taking over
trenches. The relief was postponed for twenty-four hours owing
to our having exploded a mine on the night 19-20 under Hooge
and the ground being reported as not fit for a relief.
July 21st A draft of two N.C.O.s and thirty three Riflemen
joined
July 22nd "D" Company and the Battalion bombers left at 10
a.m. to relieve a portion of the trenches by daylight. The
remainder of the Battalion followed at night. The trenches were
taken over from 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders. "C" and "D"
Companies were in the front line and "A" and "B" in reserve.
The fighting strength of the Battalion was twenty-six officers
and 842 rank and file. Lt Merriman was wounded.
July 23rd - 29th. In trenches. On 23rd Capt. R.M. Hardy was
killed and 2nd Lieutenant S.H. Shoveller wounded (footnote: At
intervals there was a bombardment from heavy trench mortars.
They were very large and the fire was most trying for the moral
of the men. The crater edge was abandoned on the day after we
took it over in consequence of the heavy casualties caused by
these mortars) (Note by Capt. Norbury) (*)

(*) Excerpts from this book were reprinted in our Parish Magazine in
Nov. 1947and Jan. 1948, the book was very popular at the time,
running to seven editions ( " Student in Arms" by Donald Hankey
(seventh edition). London: Andrew Melrose Ltd 3 York Street, Covent
Garden. 1916. PP59-70.)
There is a fine memorial in the Lady Chapel of All Saints, Danehill,
opposite the memorial window to his older brother, Guy, who died in 10
?? ( any note on the memorial The figure of " The Beloved Captain" in
armour, (This could be in an appendix^



Joseph Thomas YOUNG
(47)
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Joseph Thomas YOUNG (47)
YOUNG Joseph Thomas, Stoker 1st Class Royal Navy
SSI1807.
Bom 29/9//1891 at Paddock Wood,Kent.
Died 15/04/1915, aged 23, in Royal Naval Hospital,
Chatham from Cerebral Tumour.
Buried Danehill cemetery.

His Service record shows that he enlisted at H.H.S.
Pembrook (Chatham) on 1/3/1912 on a 5-7 year
engagement, he was 5ft 7" tall had a 36inch chest,
brown hair, blue eyes and a fresh complexion. Served
on H.M. Ships Iphigenia, St. George, St Vincent and
Leander (Ure), he returned to Chatham on 3/3/1915
and admitted to hospital.
War graves Register, HMS Pembrook No. 214.
Joseph Young aged 23.
Son of Henry Humphrey & Maria Jane Young,
brother to Mary who married Richard Stevenson (
see 33-36)

The Book of Remembrance - " He had served in HMS
Iphigena and had taken part in the Jutland battle and
other battles in the North Sea. He was the son of Mr
& Mrs Young of Fairview, Danehill. One of his ship
mates wrote "He was such a good ship mate and well
liked by us all and we miss his very much. Joe done
his Duty as long as he was able "

The family later lived at Holly Hall Farm, Chelwood
Gate.
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During the night borabn, iroodon bridges
were drawn for oroaoing the stream
in front of our line*  5 Swappers
(liJlning Experts) joined our tw Companies
which were going to load the attack in
order to cut the wires of any mines
in German lines, >dm we had oaptured
them*
Capt Villiers & at Croix wore
wounded in the BUS DU 3013 on the troy up.
MOSWTOG VMOtm
Iho day started with an ioou© of tea and
rum at 3.30 am.
Battalion limits with regard to onmys
first lino trenches, a.2 to V.l,
Frontage of Bn about 400 yards. Bn left
on Cinder track. Bombardment commenced
at 5 am*  At this hour the Battalion
was distributed as follow:*
1st line of Breastworks * X ff0" Company

Tight, ’D*  Company left.
2nd Lino of Breastworks - *A*  ” right;

*B*  Company, left,
(loss 1 platoon no 8 1

Mo Q Platoon under 2nd It J?. T. Go ring
attached to Lowland Coy in
breastworks imed lately behind the
KJt DU BOXS.
Machine Guns were distributed as follow -
2 on extreme loft of Bn lino, eno of
these guns remained in this position
throughout# 2 guns about ICO yards
to the left of Bn rif^ht.
Battn Head xtmrtors at telephone near right
flank of Battalion, in front Breastwork.
At 5.30 am an intenee bombardtsont
commenced and two platoons of *0*  & *D*
Coys respectively advanced over the
parapet.
First line from right to left being
formed by Mo 9 Platoon (2nd Lt Fowtrsll)
11 Platoon (Sgt Hooves) 15 Platoon
(2nd Lt Heberts) IS Platoon (Sgt Pray),
and were closely followed by the
second line formed by 10 platoon (Sgt
Startup) 13 platoon (2nd Lt faylor)
13 platoon (2nd Lt Child) 14 platoon •
(Sgt Lower).
She advene© over the parapet was made in
1fn© except by 15 and 13 platoons which
oroeood the parapet at a particular spot
which afforded some cover.
At the came time, ,AI Coy advanced from
second line of breastwork© on the top
of th® ground, th© two platoons in
front being 3 (2nd Lt Shaw) right,
and sto 2 Platoon (8gt itatohpolo) loft,
followed rospootivoly by So 4 Platoon
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(Lt Maker) and M 1 xlatoon ..' i
(2nd Lt Talbot) at a distanoe of about
so yards*
A Coy’s ndvanuo ;uaa In oolutan of
Boot io ns to a flank at deploying
interval*  whoa 3 and 2 Platoons loft
the roar brcaotwork, ths outer platoons
filed inwards behind the breastwork,
thus getting into position behind.
the leading platoons before they advanced.
keanwhilo, B 0o$a three platoons,
advancing from the 2nd line breastworks
to the first line by the left.
ooauranioatlau troaoh having started
two slant os before the advert! sod time
(5 £8 aa) in order to allow of their
reaohlng the first line at the same
time as ’a’ Company.
Of these Companies, the wholeof ’a’
followed ’O’ over the breastworks, and
two platoons of *3*  Coy followed
♦»• Cpy*  Those wra $o 6 Platoon
(find Lt Killer) right and Ho 5 Platoon
(Bad Lt Juokss) left.
Ko 7 Platoon (find Lt Wallington) being
ordered to remin behind the front
breastworks by o 0 B Coy (Capt o 3 pond) D s o
The Machine dun Officer had given
orders for two Machine Guns to go forwaxd
with th® loading Coys lino, one from
each flank, and th© other two guns
were to advance in a similar manner
with the supporting Coys 2nd line*
Both guns wars, only to move if '
substantial progress was being made.
The two right guns actually wont to rward,
but ths two left guns remained in their
original position oxoopt that one of
these was moved about 16 yards to the
left front, to a listening post.
This gun was withdrawn to its original
position after firing for about a
quarter of an. hour*
Ho 8 Platoon advancing with a soot ion of
Lowland Coy 2.3*  on th® top of the
ground reaohcd the left portion of th©
first lino breastworks just after Ho 7
Platoon*  It appears that through sone
misunderstanding that an order was
passed that the sappers should udvanos
over the breastwork's*  Many did so,
being shortly afterwards reaallod, but
not before they had suffered several
oasttesltloe*  Ho 6 Platoon curried
sand bags*  barbed wire &n for making
good the onomy’s position If token*



Before our supporting Companies were
clear of the first line troWriu,
the Sth Bn Hl Sussex Kegt arrived,
©any of thorn going straight over the
breastworks and booomlng.. mingled
with our men.
The following arrangements had been
made with regard to Bombers by Bad
It-Austin, flommdg *© ’ Oo;mpany *
Bombers of-I4&.;i6yiatoona woro to
collect at VI when enemy’s first line
we reached with the intention to
bomb the enemy out of the cocEiunioatlon
trench ih rear, *0 ’ Coy’a bombers
ware distributed, Qhe with ©ooh of
eectione*  Sergt Startup having orders
to supervise the work of these bomb era
aa 00300ion. offerrod on arriving at
enemy*o  first lino*
•B*  flay’a bombers were with tholr
platoons except that those of J?o 0,
(attsobed to « 3) who wore attached to
so 6 natoon (2nd it Miler)*
*1*  Coy’s Bombers wore grouped near
their respective Blatocn Oommandors*
The leading Coys, *0 ’ St barrled
bridges end ladders*  *G*  Coy Q bridges
and. 2 ladders*  *B*  Coy 6 bridgefl
and S ladders.
mm information collected it appear®
that on ths right Copt R J? Finke »C’
Coy was hit early in the notion but
continued to load hie son*  The same is
also reported of End Lt Taylor ’O’ Coy
who wa® loading ’fl*  Coy’e 2nd line*
2nd Lt Fontroll, leading *0*  coy’s first
line advanced to within about <=» yards
of the snesjy’fl wire*
Cent Finch, CoEKiids A Coy also reached
this line*
2nd Lt Shaw was wounded whilst leading
his platoon and w mbse^uently £111 cd
whilst endeavours were being made to
bring him back
Lieut Dloker aM 2nd Lt Talbot were
both wounded »•
The right of our line was ©nbjacted to
enfilade fir® from Machine fluus.
On the loft 2nd Lt Austin ‘h’ Ooy
appears to h«ve boon hit early in the
engagement leaving 2nd Lt Roberta in
command of *B*  coy’s flret line -
2nd Lt Roberta was wounded and 2nd Lt
Child in oommnd of *D*  Ooy*3  2nd line
was Killed. Coy Sgt Major Butcher
assumed comraand and ordered the first
line to dig thcmoelvofl in.



9th Of *B»  Coy. 2nd Lt Miller & S Lt Jacks
(Qtdh were both hit.

The loft suffered very eave roly from
enfilade fire from tin angle in the
Gtoxmn trench opposite th® Munster
JUsillora, the early retirement of
thia Bn leaving our left flank in the air*
in general the centre of gravity of
the aceuulting troopa did not get moh
more than 150 yards, or about half
way to the Gorman Breastworks, though
a portion succeeded in getting within
about 40 yards of it, and one man
appears to have reached the parapet
itself
Flags were carried to denote the
position of Companies.
The Germa fired from loopholes low
down in the parapet*
At 6*30  a*m  orders were given to
withdraw behind our first breastwork®,
under cover of reopened bombardment.
D Coy’s first line seems to have
received this order, but not *C ’ Coy’s*
Several mon managed to get back during
ths day but oomo remained till dark.
a few seining in the assault by the
1st Wdtscta Brigade delivered in the
afternoon*
The two machine guns on the right
wars got back and three out of the
four machine guns and what remained
of the Battalion wore returned to a
line of breastworks behind the W3
DU >J13. the fourth Machine Gun
by request remained up in the first
line till Into in the afternoon.
mr casualties were

Silled
officers 2 TS if” h 5? Shaw

( « 8 8 3 Child
, Wundod

9 (dapi a y Villiers*
( * de at Croix.

• (s Lt Pewtrell
Lt Picker

2 Lt Miller
, " Roberts'
; n Talbot •■

* Taylor *
« Croon . :

3 ( ffinke <;‘ i&
*( 8 Lt T.fi Juckas*  y ■ "B?

( * o*'  Austin X
. other Hanke lol. 329 S^n^dStv US* W(B nt amy

Total. 14 officers 340 Hank & fils*  .
i',' •I,



12iSx Appendix.

9th Our assualtlss wero due to aachine Gun
fCW. fire Shrapnel and Sigh Explosive Shells

when advancing over tho first
brcaetwrlc ana between our line.
At 4 pm a fresh assault was delivered
by the Black li’atch and Cameron
Highlanders (1st Cuards Me) after
another bombardment. This attack
reached the eneev’e first line but
nas driven out soon afterwards.
In the evening about ?.®Q pm the
Battalion marched back to billets at
is s am®.

loth Meting. At 4 pm th® Battalion
marohod to billot3 at OBLXWm.

11th Bratt of 120 ft 0 0’s and men joined

OBLIBGH^ - BgOO
12th .Batin was inspected and addressed by

the Brigadier in the morning. in the
afternoon th® Battalion loovel to
Billots in 3»3£ (squares E lO.d.
ll.o. 16 b • & 17 a*
Bwa

13th -) Battalion in earns billets BWJh
14th ) training carried out under Company

arrangements and bathing parados
held at Swimming Baths.
BmUHg - LABOUR

13th The Battalion marched to billets
atLABQUW.

LA BOTOSB'

16th) ft Houts s'est. Owen and Cook joined
17th) on 19th» 2 Meu-t A.S.Mioker
18th) rejoined on 19th. Battalion held a
19th) concert in the courtyard of the

CSAWMG UMW (Battn M) On 18 th
ken wars given baths daring thio
period under Coy arrangements.
aovyg op msa -

20 th The Battalion marched from LaBGUB88
at 2 pm and relieved the Welsh Mgt.
3rd Brigade in sub-sect ion ”££**♦
South of the LA BASO3- B3EM Hoad.
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;,*Vu  ’ 1
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H Sth •
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.

EBCOW WOOD*
Battalion bivouacking In BECGURT
WD, cleaning up etc*
Wrking party of 0 Officers and
©SO wan was found by Battalion*
fcr burying table in FliSTZ TOD*
Draft of 328 o.rks. Joined the
Battalion*
TOOW TOD TO.WWOS TOD*
In th® afternoon the Battalion
moved up into Brigade support in
IX3SEW8 STOOD and bivouacked there 5
th® situation was norml*
Draft of 9 o*rks  Joined ths
Battalion*

Battalion romlned in the vicinity
Of tha wood all day*  At night
working parties wore found for
deepening & widening th© trenches
near niGil tod*

S TOD TO HIGH OOP (RIGHT)
At about 3 pn» the Battalion waved
up to the trenches on the right of
HIES ftOOD and relieved th© find
Welch In the firing lino*  Situation
was then quiet*

During the early morning the Enemy
shelled our tmrnw heavily and
we .suffered several casualties, the
trmoh being filled in places*
Casualties this day*-  Killed S*
wounded IB*  In the evening carrying
parties wore found to carry
amunition ft bombs to front lino
for the next day’s attack*

9th Draft of 4 o*rka  Joined the Battalion*
n 'fh© 3rd Brigade was relieved In th©

^,,-^u nornlngby th® ©nd Brigade and the
10th Olonters (lot Brigade) came up
frm EEC CURT WOOD in Support*  The
Germane were very active all day
with their artillery*  Orders were
received that the 2nd Bde with one
Battalion each of the 1st and 3rd
Brigades would attack & capture
th© Gormn trench In HIGH WOOD and
to the oast. — .——-=
At 4*4S  pm*  in.conjunction with the
let Dorthamptons on our left and
the ©nd M*P*C.  on cur right, th©
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