
John Wheeler 

1819- 12 October 1894 

John Wheeler was born around 1819. His father was Charles Wheeler  (1781—????). He was living at home 

in 1841 at the age of 22.He is still living with his father in 1851 at Little Eggons with his wife Mary and his 

children Walter (1842 - ????), Ellen (1844 - ????), Charles (1846 

- ????), Alfred (1848 - ????) and Henry (1850 - ????). By 1861, 

his father Charles has died and he is now the head of the 

household with two more children; Mary Ann (1854 - ????) 

and Sarah (1856 - ????) By 1871 John was a widower, Mary 

died in 1864, but had another daughter, Laura (1861 - ????) 

living in the family home. In this year John was still listed as a 

farmer of 21 acres and was employing one boy. 

In addition to the eight children shown on the census, John 

and Mary had two other daughters, Isobel born in 1852 who 

died 7 years and 10 months later and Harriet Elizabeth, 

Christened in 1851, who lived for only 7 weeks.  

John Wheeler died on 12 October 1894, aged 76. He was 

buried at Danehill cemetery on 21st October 1894. 

Mary Wheeler 

1822 - 18 March 1864 

Mary was born in  1822. She married John Wheeler and they 

had  10 children. 

Mary Wheeler died on 18 March 1864, aged 40 

 

Charles Wheeler 

Charles was born in Maresfield in 1781. In 1841 he was recorded 

as a farmer on Chelwood Common and owns and occupies “Jarretts” on the Fletching Tithe Map. No.291. In 1851 

he owns and lives at ’Little Eggon’s’  

John and Mary Wheeler are buried at 

Danehill cemetery 



Walter Wheeler (1842 - ????) - In the 1871 Census it is recorded he was married to Charlotte 

and had two sons , John 10 (1861 - ????) and Walter (1866 - ????).  

Ellen / Mary Ellis (nee Wheeler) (1844 - ????) - Ellen / Mary married Robert Ellis in 1865 

Charles (1846 - ????) - Married Mary. born in Kent. Living in Chelwood Common in 1871. They 

had five children; Elizabeth (1868 - ????), who married James Gasson 1892 (son of Humphrey), Alfred 

Charles (1872 - ????), Laura (1877 - ????), Mary Ann (1881 - ????), Alice (883 -  ????) and Eli Sidney (1886 -

 ????). 

Alfred (1848 - 1871) - On the 1861 census, he was aged 13, a plough boy, he died in 1871, aged 23. 

He is buried in an unmarked grave in Danehill cemetery. He was buried on 7th October 1871.  

Henry (1850 - ????) - Married Ellen Billinghurst in 1871. They had nine children; Elizabeth Ellen 

(1871 - ????), Alfred Henry (1874 - ????), Harriet Fanny ( 1875 - ????), Mary (1877 - ????), William (1879 -

 ????), George (1881 - ????), Clara (1883 - ????), Henry (1887 - ????) and Elizabeth Alice (1889 - ????). When 

Elizabeth Alice, was christened, Henry was described as a farmer of Forest Farm, Chelwood Gate. In 

1891, Herbert Charles, son of Henry and Ellen Wheeler, farmer, of Beddingham, was baptised at Danehill. 

Harriet Elizabeth (1851 - 1851) - Harriet was born in 1851. She was christened in 1851, but 

lived for only 7 weeks.  

Isabella (1852 - 1859) - Isobel was born in 1852, but sadly died at the age  of 7 years and 10 

months . She was buried in Danehill cemetery in an unmarked grave on 16th May 1859  

Mary Ann (1854 - 1 February 1936) - Mary Ann was born in 1854 and died on 1st February 

1936. She is buried in an unmarked grave at danehill cemetery. She was buried on 5th February 1936 

Sarah (1856 - ????) - Sarah was born in 1856. Married John Brindle in 1877  

Laura (1861 - ????) - Laura was born in 1861. She Married Walter Coppard in 1881.  

Herbert Charles - 1891, Herbert Charles, son of Henry and Ellen Wheeler, farmer, of Beddingham, 

was baptised at Danehill. 



Alfred Charles Wheeler 

20 September 1873 - 17 January 1959 

Alfred Charles was born in Yaulden, Kent on 20th September 1873. His father Charles (1846-1928),was a 
labourer, and his mother was Mary Anne Greenslade (1845-1930). 
 

Alfred had 7 siblings Elizabeth, Frederick, Laura, Mary Ann, Alice, Eli Sydney, and James. 
 
Alfred married Kate Bow Durrant on 17th May 1902 in Hartney Wintney, Hampshire. They moved to 
Sussex and had 2 children Kate Elizabeth born in 1903, and Charles Edward in 1909. 
 
In 1939 the family were living at The Lawns, and Alfred was the proprietor of a laundry. Previously he had 
worked as a gardener. 
 
Alfred died on 17th January 1959 at The Lawns, he was 89 years old. He was buried on 21 January 1859 in 
Danehill cemetery. He left £4293 18s 6d in his Will. 

Kate and Alfred 

Wheeler are buried at 

Danehill cemetery 

Kate and Alfred Wheeler’s married certificate 



Kate Bow Wheeler (nee Durrant) 

5 June 1887 - 7 September 1957 

Kate was born in Odiham, Hampshire on 5th June 1877. Her father was Edwin John Durrant who was a 
groom and gardener. The name of her mother is not known.  
 
In 1901 Kate is recorded in the census as a domestic servant to Alfred Machen and living in Reigate, 
Surrey. Mr. Machen was a director of Appleton Machinery and a tea and coffee dealer. 
 
 Kate married Alfred Wheeler on 17th May 1902 in Hartney Wintney, Hampshire. They moved to Sussex 
and had 2 children. 
 
In 1911 the family are living at The Laundry, Chelwood Gate, and Kate is listed as a laundress, at that time 
Alfred is a gardener.  They employed 3 laundry maids, Helen Turner, Emily Brooker and Violet 
Mackenzie. 
 
Kate died at Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead on 7th September 1947, aged 70. She was buried on 
11 September 1957 in Danehill cemetery. She left £954 10s 5d in her Will. 

 
 

Kate and Alfred 

Wheeler are buried at 

Danehill cemetery 

Kate Wheeler’s record of death 



Elizabeth Ann Wheeler 

1873 - 4 August 1953 

Elizabeth Ann was born in 1873. 

 Elizabeth died on 4 August 1953 at 2, Laurel Cottages, Danehill, she was 80 years old, aged 80, she was 

buried 8 September 1953 

Nothing more can be found about Elizabeth but it is possible she was the sister of Alfred Charles 
Wheeler, but this is not confirmed.  

Elizabeth Ann 

Wheeler is buried at 

Danehill cemetery 

Elizabeth Ann Wheeler’s record of death 



Sydney Eslie (Eli) Wheeler 

8 June 1887 - 13 March 1918 
 

Sydney was born on 8th June 1887. He was the son of Charles & Mary Ann 

Wheeler of Laurel Cottage, Chelwood Gate. He was baptised Eli Sydney at 

All Saints, Danehill on 29th August 1886. He attended Danehill School 

leaving in 1900 “to work on farm”, was later apprenticed as a bricklayer to 

Job Luxford 

  

He married Henrietta Turner on 2nd August 1913, they had three children, 

Jack, Sydney and  Helen. 

 

He enlisted at Chichester, probably another of the late conscripts, as a Sapper in 

the  87th Field Company The Royal Engineers, 184662.Formerly 76658, Durham 

Light Infantry.  

 

He died of wounds on 13 March 1918 aged 30. He was buried at Croix-Du-Bac British Cemetery - 

Steenwerk 

 

 

Above: Sydney and Henrietta’s wedding in 1913 

Right: Sydney ‘Eli’ Wheeler is remembered on the Danehill 

war memorial 

Eli Wheeler 



John Watts Coppard 

3 January 1895 - 9 May 1915 
 

John Watts Coppard was born on 3rd January 1895. He was the son of Walter 

& Laura (née Wheeler) Coppard of North Northlands Farm, Danehill. He was 

baptised Walter John at AllSaints, Danehill. He attended Danehill School.  

 

He Enlisted at Lewes, shown as a recruit in the October 1914 Parish Magazine. 

He served in the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Sussex Regiment, as a Lance 

Corporal, with Corporal William Wood, both were killed at Richebourg l' 

Avoué on the same day during the battle of Loos. (Book of Remembrance 

shows the wrong date of John's death as 19 May 1915) John was a cousin to 

Sydney E. Wheeler and brother-in-law to Edmund Thomas Etherton. 

 

He was Killed in action on 9th May 1915, aged 20, at Richebourg l'Avoué. 

His name is on the Le Touret Memorial. 

 

 

 

John Coppard is 

remembered on the 

Danehill war 

memorial 

John Coppard 
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Left: Laura Coppard, seated, with 

three of her daughters. Also in the 

picture are her grandchildren, 

daughters of Edmund Thomas and 

Ethel Etherton 

 

Right: Laura’s gravestone at 

Battersea, it includes “Also of Jack 

son of the above, killed in action in 

France 9th May 1915 aged 20 years   
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Other Wheeler’s 

 

There are other graves marked with the Wheeler name in the new part of the cemetery: 

If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  

Fred Wheeler 

Henrietta Wheeler 

Died 03/03/1973 

mailto:dphs@outlook.com

