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FROM DENNE TO DANEHILL VIA CALCUTTA??
by

PHILIP LUCAS

The story of the development of Danehill, the creation of an
Ecclesiastical and later a Civil Parish, may well have been influenced
by events taking place on distant shores. The French Revolution, the
East India Company and the family of Jane Austen making
contributions.

The Danes had nothing to do with the origin of the place name; an early
reference to the area is the Half Hundred of "Denne", it was from the
hill on Denne common that our parish takes its name. The area we now
know as Danehill was partly in the parish of Fletching and partly in
Horsted Keynes and in the Hundred of Rushmonden, our Denne was
joined to Riston a neighbourhood hundred. (1)

In earlier times this well wooded landscape with smallish holdings each
of about thirty acres, some grouped together, was not densely
populated, the small farms supported the owners and his family. Iron
working in the 16th and 17th centuries brought about many changes.
This industry depended on ore, wood for charcoal, and water to power
the hammers. Many local roads and trackways owe their origin to the
time when there was an industrial area, providing the wealth to build
some of our fine old farmhouses. The Weald had a diverse economy
with timber always providing employment and wealth.

Edward Phillips, an iron master, owned a number of properties in the
area; his Will of 1553 mentions "my house at Danehill"; this was
Christopher Fields on Denne Hill. (2). There are other references to
Danehill in the Parish of Fletching, and Danehill in the parish of
Horsted Keynes, in various legal documents; it was a recognised place.

A hamlet known as Danehill grew up on the green at the bottom of
Denne Hill where ancient roadways crossed, roads were to play a
significant part in later development. During the last part of the 17th
century Giles Moore in his Journal records his visits to the Inn of
William Linn at Danehill; carriers and pack horses were stopping there 

1



on journeys between London and Lewes. (3) 

on working had ceased in this area by the 18th century the aae of
reason, scientific development and industrial revolution ^hen events
took place which would lead to our hamlet becoming a parish.

Turn r°adsAC®asedJ° be the responsibility of parishes following various
Turnpike Acts when mam roads were privatised, improved and
maintained by Trusts; charges or tolls were paid to use the roads. The
Lewes to East Grinstead roads passing through Danehill was turnpiked
in 1752. Better roads led to important people using them to travel in
their coaches to their country estates from town and cities. (4).

John William Holroyd, born in Yorkshire, inherited great wealth from an
uncle and added his uncle's name to become Baker Holroyd. He
purchased Sheffield Place and Manor, and also the Manor of Meeching
(Newhaven) from the second Lord De La Warr. Baker Holroyd was a
Parliamentarian and a good example of a progressive 18th century
gentleman. He was later created Earl of Sheffield and he did much to
improve agriculture, buying many freehold and copyhold properties
within his manors.

The French Revolution had an influence on our story, the Earl of
Sheffield sheltered some of the aristocrats who escaped the guillotine;
some of the refugees arriving through the port in his Manor of
Meeching. One of the aristocrats who escaped was a Count Henri de
Bourbel, who later married Mary Spence. (5). A wealthy Lewes
merchant, Luke Spence, had purchased Hammings, Huggetts,
Newnhams, and Sterresherne, a group of holdings in Fletching. It was
Mary, Countess de Bourbel, a granddaughter of Luke, who inherited
these Fletching properties.(6).

Our scene changes to distant Calcutta. Many fortunes were made and
lost in The East India Company. Warren Hastings was Governor of
Bengal in about 1782, when Thomas Henry Davies a lawyer, was
appointed Advocate General by the Court of Directors and was
awarded 30,000 rupees. The successor to Davies, George Money, was
related by marriage to the Spence family.
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Advocate General Thomas Henry Davies died in Calcutta in 1792
having accumulated considerable wealth which passed to his three
sons:
Thomas Henry Davies, junior, a Grenadier Guardsman, purchased
Elmley Castle in Worcestershire in 1822. His godfather was Warren
Hastings: the first of two links between the great man and Danehill.

Warburton Davies purchased Woodgate in Fletching from Peter Morley
Hutchinson. The 'gentleman's house or hunting lodge' was built by
Hutchinson by about 1800 on land he had purchased from the Yeoman
and Warnett families. There is some evidence that Hutchinson was a
friend of the Earl of Sheffield.

Francis John Davies purchased from Count Henri de Bourbel and Mary
his wife, the Fletching lands left to Mary by her grandfather Luke
Spence. Francis John, also a military man, built a mansion on the old
farm lands naming it "Danehurst", (he was convinced that the Danes
had fought a battle nearby). The two Davies brothers were able, with
their considerable wealth, to buy many surrounding farms in Fletching
and Horsted Keynes and, by the time of the Tithe Map of 1840, they
held about 1,500 acres each. The Davies brothers had arrived to set
up their dynasties in the place that was to become the Parish of
Fletching.(7).

By about 1823 a Baptist Chapel had been built in the centre of
Danehill, this chapel had quite a following. In 1835 a Chapel of Ease to
the Parish Church of Fletching was built on Danehill green, one reason
for this may have been some alarm at the growth of non-conformity.
The brothers Davies, also influenced this decision, they were weary of
the journeys, for themselves and their households, to the parish church
of either Fletching or Horsted Keynes. The new church building, known
as Holy Trinity Chapel, had two galleries with separate entrances for
the families of the Davies brothers from Woodgate and Danehurst. In
1851 an ecclesiastical parish was formed around Holy Trinity Chapel
from the northern part of Fletching and the eastern part of Horsted
Keynes. A vicar was appointed to Holy Trinity Chapel and a vicarage
was built.(8)

In 1864 the Lord of the Manor of Broadhurst enclosed the waste of the
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^n°r,onMChelwood5°mmon under Parliamentary Enclosure Acts
Small buildmgs on the enclosed land increased the popSon and
p vided employment. Also in 1864 a school was built Danehill now
estates a Chu^'v^'6v^8 °f a parish: tw° mansions with their
estates, a Church, Vicar, Vicarage, Baptist Chapel, and various pubs..

Danehill did not have a railway station; but those at Forest Row
Haywards Heath and later at Sheffield Park and Horsted Keynes had
an effect on the development of the area. From the 1880's a number of
wealthy people built some large houses in the area, railways made it
easy and convenient to travel between town houses and country
"seats". Railways also provided links with markets in Lewes and
Brighton for the produce from new smallholdings on Chelwood
Common. The resultant growth of population and wealth was a factor in
the making of a the Civil Parish. (9).

What of the Davies brothers and their dynasties?
Warburton Davies sold his Woodgate estate and moved to London.
Later owners of Woodgate were the Corbett family who were to play a
significant part in village life. Charles Henry Corbett, barrister and one
time MP, was Chairman of the first Parish Council..
Francis John Davies rose to the rank of General before he died in
1874; his son Henry Fanshaw, a guardsman and Lieutenant General,
who inherited Elmley Castle from the estate of his uncle, sold
Danehurst and moved to Worcestershire.

Danehurst was purchased by Herbert Carey Hardy, who had recently
married Adela Louisa Cassandra Knight,: this is the second link with
Warren Hastings and the East India Company. Warren Hastings had a
son, George, bom in 1735, who was only three years old when his
mother died. A close friend of Mrs Hastings, was Mrs Philadelphia
Hancock and a sister of George Austen. It was arranged for the child to
come to England and be looked after by George and Cassandra
Austen, the parents of Jane: the delicate boy died in 1764. Mrs
Hancock later had a daughter, Eliza, born in Calcutta, who was a
beneficiary of trust fund of £10,000 set up by her godfather, Warren

Hastings.

Fans of Jane Austen will be familiar with the character Frank Weston- 
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Churchill in "Emma", who was adopted by a wealthy uncle and aunt and
changed his surname in order to inherit their estates. Jane based this
episode in "Emma" on events in her own family, her brother, Edward
Austin was adopted by relatives and changed his name to Knight on
inheriting estates in Chawton, Hampshire, and Goodmersham in Kent.
Chilham Castle in Kent, seat of the Hardy family, was close to the
Knight estate. It was not surprising that a younger son Herbert Carey
Hardy married the girl next door, Adela Louisa Cassandra Knight. The
bride was a granddaughter of Edward Knight, and a great niece of Jane
Austen, whose parents had cared for little George Hastings.(10)

Herbert Carey and Adela Louisa Cassandra Hardy raised a large family
at Danehurst: more farms and lands were purchased, the Hardy family
seemed well established in their country seat. Holy Trinity Chapel, now
with the Hardy and Corbett galleries, was seriously damaged by fire in
1887. Mr Hardy, witnessing the fire, is reported to have promised 'to
build something better'; the building was repaired. Herbert Carey was
unable to fulfil his promise, at the age of only forty he died in 1888, as
the result of an accident, when visiting his Scottish estate. The
widowed Adela built the splendid church of All Saints on the top of
"Denne" hill in his memory.

Following the Local Government acts of the 1880's, Guy Hardy, (who
had inherited Danehurst and was himself to die at the age of thirty-
one), Charles Corbett of Woodgate and other local worthies applied in
1898 to the new East Sussex Council for Danehill to become a Civil
Parish.

This outline covers only some of the factors involved in the formation of
a new parish, meeting the needs of a growing population. The name
derived from an ancient hundred and place name "Denne", the hill on
Denne common resulting in Danehill. The small gathering of houses
around the cross roads, serving the need of passing trade along an
ancient highway of some importance; now the Lewes/East
Grinstead/London road. Turnpiking and road improvement brought
along people of wealth and influence to settle in the area. The Earl of
Sheffield, Hutchinson, also people like Luke Spence who were
investing in land.
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Was it a coincidence that some of these people involved in the 19th
century development of our area had links with India? In the East India
Company, under Warren Hastings, did the Davies, Spence and Austen
families form friendships which survived their return to England? From
India came the wealth for Warburton Davies to acquire the Woodgate
estate. Francis John Davies was able to buy land from the Spence
family, some of whom he may have known in India and build Danehurst.
Henry Fanshawe Davies sold this estate to Herbert Carey Hardy and
his wife, whose family the Austens had links with Warren Hastings.

What has happened to these mansions with their acres of estates?
Woodaate is now home to Cumnor House: the estate was sold to Birch
Grove Estates after the untimely death of Mr Adrian Corbett in 1936.
Danehurst is now the nursing home "St Raphaels": after the death of Mr
Guy Hardy in 1904, parts of the estate were sold, and the mansion and
some of the lands bought by Mr Messell. From 1922 to 1952 the owners
were Mr and Mrs Haslam, after their death more of the estate was sold.
Sheffield Park House is divided into apartments: the estate was split up
in 1953. The large estates are now dispersed; the mansions, whose
owners had such an influence on the life of the community are being
used for other purposes. The Parish of Danehill continues to expand
and develop as more people come to live in this very beautiful part of
the Weald, bringing with them, different ideas and standards of
comfort: but with the improvement in living conditions we must not lose
the sense of belonging to a community. David Etherton, in his article,
remembers how close the people in the parish were sixty years ago.

M Lakin P(10) {JaneAusten
Volumes number one, two and three are now out of print. There is a complete set of
DPHS magazines (in volumes) at the East Sussex Record Office at Lewes.

References and further Reading.
(1) "Why Danehill? D S Rawlings. DPHS mag: Vol 1, no 1.
(2) "Christopher Fields" H M Rawlings ft fl Vol 2, no 3, p 17-18
(3) "Why Red Lion..." ft It » II It Vol 5, no 2, p 3
(3) Journal of Giles Moore. Ruth Bird, Ed: Sx Record Soc: Vol 68.
(4) Travel & Transport DPHS mag Vol 4, no 4.
(5) Sheffield & the French Emigres Vol 3, no 9
(6) Haven Farm

H If Vol 1, no 5
(7) St Raphaels, Danehurst, D M Forrest I Vol 2, no 2, p 1-16.
(8) Churches of Danehill D S Rawlings II fl Vol 2, no 1,p 23-32.
(9) Chelwood Gate P G Lucas Vol 2, no 2, p 1-16
(10) { St Raphaels etc D M Forrest
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DANEHILL THE CREATION OF A PARISH
by

DEREK RAWLINGS

Danehill was made a Civil Parish in 1898. In taking on its new roll it
became part of a great, though little recognised, revolution in local
government. This was brought about by The Local Government Act of
1888, which set up County Councils, and The Local Government Act of
1894, which set up District and Parish Councils, for which County and
Parliamentary Electors were each given one vote. Previously local
government had been exercised by the Justices of the Peace for the
County, appointed by the Crown, sitting four times a year in Quarter
Sessions. Justices were drawn almost exclusively from landowners,
which meant that, for many people, both local judicial and
administrative authority, was in the hands of their employers, landlords
or, for tradesmen, important customers.

Danehill did not automatically become a Parish when the Act came into
force in 1894. The reason being it was not an Ancient Parish but an
Ecclesiastical District set up out of parts of Fletching and Horsted
Keynes by an Order in Council dated 7th March 1851. This, whilst
creating a separate entity for church purposes, did not affect those civil
functions which were administered at parish level. These continued to
be the responsibility of Fletching and Horsted Keynes respectively.

From Tudor Times some local government was delegated to parishes
and administered by officials appointed by the Parish Vestry and
confirmed at Quarter Sessions. The Vestry, which originally dealt only
with church affairs, was a local committee with the Vicar as its ex officio
Chairman. The most important matter delegated to parishes was the
administration of the Poor Law. Under The Poor Law Act, 1601, the
relief of the poor in cash or kind, called outdoor relief and the provision
of Workhouses, indoor relief, had been the responsibility of parishes,
who were given power to raise a rate on property to meet their
expenses. The Church Wardens and the Overseers of the Poor,
usually two of each, were the officials concerned.

The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, however, did away with 
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practically all outdoor relief and created Unions of parishes, with one
central workhouse. Under this system Horsted Keynes was in the
Cuckfield Union and Fletching in the Uckfield Union. The fact that
Danehill was split between two unions was an added complication,
compounded by Cuckfield Union having parishes in both the Counties
of East and West Sussex. Horsted Keynes, now part of West Sussex,
was then in East Sussex.

The procedure for Danehill to become a parish was for local residents
to petition the East Sussex County Council and, if they were in favour,
for the Local Government Board to confirm the decision. The Local
Government Board was set up under the Act to help with problems of
this nature.

On the 12th May 1896 a petition, forwarded by Mr C.H.Corbett, was laid
before the Local Government Act 1894 Committee of the East Sussex
County Council. Mr Corbett, who lived at Woodgate in Danehill, now
Cumnor House School, was a Justice of the Peace and one of the
biggest landowners in the village. His estate was partly in Fletching and
partly in Horsted Keynes and, in consequence, he was eligible to be a
member of both Horsted Keynes and Fletching Parish Councils, being
Chairman of the former and a member of the latter. He was also a
member of Uckfield Rural District Council which covered Fletching.
Horsted Keynes was in the Rural District of Cuckfield.

The petition arose from a group of local residents, who went round
getting signatures. It was signed by 189 electors or ratepayers of the
Ecclesiastical District, which had 244 houses and a population of 1214,
though only a minority were eligible to sign. It asked that Danehill be
made a separate Parish District and that it should be put in the Uckfield
Union. As an alternative it suggested that the part of Fletching that was
in the Ecclesiastical District should be made into a separate Parish
District. The County Committee's response was to ask The Local
Government Board if they considered that the full proposal could be
carried into effect by the County Council.. The Board replied that it
considered that a joint committee of East and West Sussex County
Councils should be able to divide the Parishes of Fletching and
Horsted Keynes to form the new parish and place it in a Union.
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A Joint Committee of the two Counties was formed and decided that
there was a prima facia case for the proposal. However, before a
making an order setting up the new parish, they were obliged to hold a
public enquiry at which all interested parties could attend and make
their views known.. This took place at Danehill School on the 31st
August 1896 with Lord Monk Bretton, a Sussex Landowner and
member of East Sussex County Council, in the chair. The feeling of the
meeting was in favour but there were some objections. Cuckfield
Union, Cuckfield Rural District Council, which covered Horsted Keynes
and Horsted Keynes Parish Council, all objected to losing part of their
territory, and Mr Verrall, for the Earl of Sheffield and the Sheffield Park
Estate, suggested that the reason Danehill wanted to form their own
parish was to avoid paying towards the Fletching Drainage Scheme,
which was then being considered.

On the 3rd November 1896 the Joint Committee made an Order, to
come into operation on the 31st March 1898, creating the
Ecclesiastical District of Danehill as a new and separate parish for all
civil and secular purposes, to be included in the Poor Law Union of
Uckfield, the Rural District of Uckfield and the Petty Session Division of
Uckfield. The Order was confirmed by the County Councils of East and
West Sussex on the 10th and 27th November 1896 respectively and
the Local Government Board on the 11th October 1897.

The Local Government Act 1894 stipulated that a rural parish, besides
having a Council, should hold a Parish Meeting each year, which they
still do, to discuss local affairs and at which all ratepayers and lodgers
could attend On the 14th March 1898 the first meeting in Danehill was
held at the School. The Convening Notice was read by Mr Henry
Briggs, an Overseer of the Poor and Mr Harris, the Headmaster of the
School, was voted into the chair. The purpose of the Meeting was to
elect the nine Councillors who would form the first Parish Council.
There were sixteen nominations and a show of hands from the fifty
electors present gave a clear result. However, a poll was demanded
and the original result confirmed.

Voting for the Parish Council continued to be conducted at the Parish
Meeting until after the last war, when secret ballots were introduced
with electors voting at polling stations. It is interesting that, at the 
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Parish Meeting in 1937, there was a resolution calling upon the County
Council to make an order that Parish Councillors should be elected by
poll and secret ballot. However, it was left on the table as there was
little interest. It was not until 1952 that the secret ballot came in and
then only 134 out of 930 eligible electors voted.

At the first meeting of the new Parish Council Mr C.H.Corbett was
elected Chairman. So, notwithstanding the new act, we still had a land
owning Justice of the Peace in an influential position. In fact Mr Corbett
remained Chairman until 1928, and then served as Deputy Chairman
until his death in 1935. He was succeeded as Chairman by Mr
G.D.Haslam, owner of the Danehurst Estate, who held the post for a
further eighteen years. This continuity of the old with the new, which
was reflected in many other parts of the country, made the radical
transition from one system to another particularly smooth and therefore
not as noteworthy as it might have been.

So far as Danehill was concerned there was one more difficulty to
overcome. When the boundaries were being fixed for rating purposes,
it was noticed there were minor discrepancies between a map received
from the Board of Agriculture and one of the Ecclesiastical District of
Danehill held by the Vicar of Fletching. The differences were, that
Sheffield Mill Lake was included on the Board of Agriculture's map,
whilst on the Vicar's map the boundary ran up the west side of the lake,
leaving it in Fletching; that the triangle between Tanyard Lane and the
main A275, Lewes Road, on which Paygate Cottage now stands, was
on the Vicar's map but excluded from the Board of Agriculture's. The
Ordnance Survey confirmed the Vicar's map as correct and this was
accepted by all concerned. It was also noticed that the description of
the western boundary, given in the Order in Council of 1851 setting up
the Ecclesiastical District, differed from that shown on the map
attached to the Order. The latter describes the boundary as proceeding
"north easterly along Dane Hill Brook", whilst the map shows it leaving
the Brook on its eastern side about a half a mile upstream from the
bridge across Horsted Lane, and following a small unnamed stream for
about half mile up a valley towards Keepers Cottage. Before reaching
the Cottage the boundary turns westward to rejoin the Brook. The area
was about 46 acres in extent much of it being Withy Wood.
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Mr Corbett organised a petition of the Danehill and Horsted Keynes
Parish Councils to the East Sussex County Council, asking them to
decide whether the area "is or is not in the Ecclesiastic District and so
in the new Civil Parish of Danehill". Whilst Danehill wished to include
the area Horsted Keynes thought it should remain within their parish.

It is clear from the wording of the petition that Mr Corbett, a barrister,
drafted it himself, notwithstanding that by this time he was Chairman of
Danehill Parish Council. It made the following points on behalf of
Horsted Keynes:-
(a) He had consulted the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and their
opinion was that it was part of Horsted Keynes;
(b) "That there is a strong presumption that the Draughtsman of the
Order had at the time a certain map before him in which the streamlet
running down the Withy Valley is distinctly called Danehill Brook. The
words of the Order appear based on this map. By the kindness of the
Secretary of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners I have seen this map the
Vicar of Fletching's map and have no doubt in my own mind that the
words in the Order describe the map and the map only".

There appears to be some confusion regarding the map mentioned in
(b) above. There are two maps in the papers, one being that attached
to the Order which has the words Danehill Brook written so that
"Danehill" runs along the line of the Danehill Brook below the junction
with Withy Stream and "Brook" along the Stream. The other map,
headed "District of Danehill. Made into Separate Parish 1850" can not
have been drawn before 1864 as it shows the roads across Chelwood
Common which were not laid out until the Common was enclosed at
that date.

The points made on behalf of Danehill were:-
(a)" That the Order in council must be interpreted strictly by its words
as long at any rate as its words make sense. The Order in Council has
the force of a (local) Act of Parliament and must be construed as an Act
of Parliament. The words are mandatory and are in fact the Order. The
map or plan annexed is merely explanatory. So long as the words give
a clear meaning they must be followed. It is only when the words are
not clear that the attached map can be consulted. It may be that the
Order in Council does not entirely agree with the intentions of the 
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Promoters. Deeds Orders and even Acts of Parliament sometimes fail
in this respect. But he would be a bold Counsel who would argue that
an Act of Parliament did not mean what it said because if it did it would
not follow the intention of its promoters.

(b) If however 'intention' be let in Danehill says that it is a fair
presumption that it was the intention of all parties that the Danehill
brook should be the western boundary of the Ecclesiastical District
from Birch Grove to Latchetts Lane. There seems no reason why the
boundary after going from Latchetts Lane, say a mile along the Brook
should leave the Brook and after circling round Withy and Putland
Woods should join the brook and follow it again. It is a fair inference
that the Vicar of Fletching was deceived by the map".

The petition ends up by saying that "neither Council cares much which
way the decision goes so long as the decision is given quickly. The
money at stake is only about £5 a year. As owner and ratepayer of the
land in question I have no choice of parish but do not wish to be rated
for both parishes The matter is so much the more urgent as the
boundary in dispute will be the Poor Law and Petty Sessional as well
as a parish boundary"

The decision went in favour of Horsted Keynes and so we were left with
a quite illogical, though harmless, circle round the woods in our
boundary. There are still no buildings in the area though, since 1974,
the boundary is also that between East and West Sussex.

In 1991 the Civil, though not the Ecclesiastical Parish, was enlarged.
No petitions this time, in fact the new residents probably felt little affinity
with their new Parish. The decision was purely bureaucratic. The ward
boundary for District Council elections was enlarged in an effort to
equalise between wards the number of electors each contained and the
Parish was then brought into line. The new boundary encloses an area
to the north of the old parish and follows a line which includes
Chelwood, Maskett's and Millbrook Farms, crosses the A22 to include
Pippingford, from whence it runs westwards just south of Wych Cross
and turns to the south to include Twyford, returning to the old boundary
where it crosses the Birch Grove Road.
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What the future holds for the Parish of Danehill nobody knows. But a
flight of fancy could envisage us being part of some regional
organisation, even perhaps one including part of northern France, and
our western boundary with its illogical kink, due to a draughtsman's
mistake one hundred and fifty years ago, being enshrined in European
law.

My main sources for this article have been:-
Danehill Parish Meeting Minute Book, 1898-1986, by courtesy of the Clerk to Danehill
Parish Council.
East Sussex County Council Records held at the County Record Office under the
references C/C32/2 and C/C78/34.
Lord Monk Bratton's papers held at the County Record Office under the reference MOB
541-543.

CHANGES IN DANEHILL IN MY LIFETIME
by

DAVID ETHERTON

Farming.
The Awcock family were the main farmers at North Northlands, Mopes
and Withy Farms; Mr Shapland at Woodgate, the Misses West at
Haven, and the Huggetts at Portmansford; there were also a few more
smaller farmers, all employing local people as Carters - later Tractor
Drivers; Cowmen and general farm workers. There was also work for
farriers and blacksmiths, for shire horses had to be shod by the farrier
and farm equipment to be repaired at the local blacksmith's shop. At
Stoaches Farm, Freshfield Lane, Mr George Newnham and Percy
Newnham ran a business of Timber Suppliers; cutting standing trees
and selling the wood to timber merchants, They had some wonderful
shire horses to pull the trees out of the woods; they had special wooden
carts made for this job.

Most of the farm workers were in tied houses; some lived in these most
of their working lives. A large portion of the farmland was owned by the
Birch Grove and the Danehurst Estates. The increased production of
the Fordson Standard tractor in the early part of the Second War
changed farming methods for ever. This machine became widely used, 
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for we had to grow as much food as we could because the ships, that
were bringing supplies to us from our allies in America, Canada, and
the Commonwealth, were being sunk by the Germans. Today we have
very little farming in the parish, the way of life I have described is gone
for ever.

Trades and Shops, in the village from 1940 onwards.
The Danehill Stores we still have but the Post Office, formerly a
separate prefabricated building next to Danehill Farm run by Mrs Butler
and Mrs Maxwell for many years, is now transferred to Danehill Stores.
In part of the White House was a butcher's shop. We had two tea shops
in the centre of Danehill, The Orange Tea Rooms at the White House
and Cherry Ripe Tea Rooms opposite the village hall. At St Crispins,
was Mr Crispen Newnham, the shoe-repairer. Next door at The Corner
Shop, selling newspapers, sweets, cigarettes and sundries; were for
many years, Mr and Mrs Gardiner, followed by Fred and Simone
Stevens. It is now an Estate agency; Mr Jeremy Blanchard has
renamed the shop The Corner Gallery. Just round the corner is the
former Bakery, which was run by Mrs Newnham, later Mr Bill
Cottenham and, very briefly by Mrs Ruth Reardon, until the business
closed.

A hairdresser, Mr Bob Tunks, worked at Danewood Cottage North on
Church Hill. A family building business at Beech Platt was run by Mr
Albert Awcock. At Forge House there was an iron-monger's shop run
by the Etherton family The other business we had in Danehill was The
Danewood Press (now removed to Chelwood Gate). This was formerly
in the building behind Curtain Craft.

At Furners Green we had a prosperous Grocer's shop and Post Office,
carried on by the Tunks family. The post box is still there today in the
wall of Chandlers. Mr Channings had a petrol station and garage on
the A275 and there was also a tea shop next door at Three Gables and
another one in a wooden building at Furners Green.

Schools. I am now coming to schools and school life, this has changed
so much since I went to school. The main reason is that we went to the
village school from the ages of five to fourteen, later fifteen years. We
were together for at least ten years and friendships became very close. 
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The other reason was that the headmaster lived in the school house
and all the teachers lived locally, and were all involved in village life.
Perhaps we did not have the wide education the children have today,
but every day we were taught the Three 'R's';- nearly sixty years later
isn't this what the Government is now talking about?

Mr Bird, our headmaster for many years, taught us among many other
things; good manners, politeness, sportsmanship, and practical skills
like gardening. Every Wednesday afternoon we had "sports". We
played other village schools at Cricket, Football, and Stoolball. We had
ten allotments in School Lane which were located where Oak Tree
Cottages numbers one to eight are now . There were two boys to each
allotment and at the end of the summer term Mr Bird would award book
prizes for the best one. I think we learnt a lot of gardening from him,
because a number of my school mates are, to this day, very good
vegetable growers. My garden is where we had our allotments those
many years ago, and I am successful at the village flower show.

Cumnor House School, a private preparatory school, formerly for boys
only, now mixed, moved here just after the war and is still here today,
and is expanding all the time. I must also mention that Miss Briggs ran
a small private school in a wooden building in her garden at Furners
Green.

Services. These we now take for granted, but they mainly did not exist
in Danehill until after the war. Before that time nearly every house had
paraffin or tilley lamps and candles for lighting. Cooking was done on
a coal or wood fired kitchen range. Paraffin was supplied by the
Danehill Stores or The Forge. Main's water came in about 1948; until
then the water was drawn from a well in the garden, sometimes shared
by the people living next door. Some of the large houses had pumps to
their wells, the pumps were serviced by the blacksmiths. The
authorities said that a lot of well water was not fit to drink. A lot of
people who have lived here all their lives are ninety years or more and
still going strong! We had to wait until 1970 before most houses had
main sewage and drainage and the works built at the bottom of
Collingford Lane.

Social life was very active in the village until television took over. We 
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had regular Dances where local musicians always provided the music,
also Social Evenings with Games, Dancing, Quizzes, etc and the
whole family would come and join in. Whist Drives were very popular,
including playing in inter-village leagues. Old Time Dancing was much
enjoyed. We would go to many local villages by coach. There was a
very popular and successful Amateur Dramatic Society and (we still
have this) a Badminton Club. The village hall was used nearly every
night of the week.

Sports. We had to wait several years before cricket could take off,
because the cricket field (which was then in Horsted Lane opposite
"Spring Rise") was ploughed up for the war food effort. We played
cricket and football on this field for many years. Football on the cricket
pitch is not the best thing! We managed very well, thanks to the efforts
of many people, including Charlie Bates, who for many years was
groundsman, as was Fred Stevens. We had many wonderful days
there and also many happy visits to other village clubs. We travelled to
other villages in Forest Row Coaches, because hardly anyone could
afford a car. The Stoolball Club was run by my mother Mrs Elsie
Etherton for many years.

Transport. The village had a very good transport system after the war,
especially buses. We had a bus garage and depot at Chelwood Gate
where the number 30 bus went to Brighton. Double-decker buses
number 92 ran to East Grinstead and to Eastbourne. These services
gave employment for at least twelve men for many years. You could
cycle to Sheffield Park or Horsted Keynes Railway Stations and there
catch a train to go to anywhere in the South of England. This before
Beeching decided to close many rural railways.

Street Cleaning. For many years after the war the village was kept
clean and tidy by our team of roadmen, Mr Dixon, Mr Gaston, Reg
Edwards and later George Lucas and Fred Bates. What would these
men say today? They kept everywhere so clean and tidy, hedges and
ditches especially. We never had the amount of flooding we do now
after a heavy rain storm; this is caused by the modern methods of
cutting hedges by machinery and so the ditches are not cleared.
Farmers, in the winter time gave work to their farm hands by having
their hedges cut by hand and their ditches cleared and drained.

16

Public Houses. The story of our public houses over the last years is a
sad one. The Crocodile was once the centre of village life and had a
thriving business. They had a dart's team; and dominoes, cribbage,
and shove ha'penny were played there. They ran a popular slate club.
The Crocodile is now three private houses. We still have the old British
Legion now The Social Club, which is the only place in the centre of the
village where the villagers can get together over a pint. The Coach and
Horses on the road to Chelwood Gate and The Red Lion on the A275
at Chelwood Gate are still doing well but The Stone Quarry Inn at
Chelwood Gate was pulled down and replaced by three private houses.

In conclusion, as I have written life has certainly changed for my
generation in Danehill. Has it got better in the social sense? The things
I think have changed life here are the motor car and television. In the
old days we all lived off one another and all the businesses and shops
in the village provided employment for village people. Everybody knew
one another because of the social events and the sports; today people
seem to stay indoors and watch television or children play with videos
etc and sometimes people do not know their next door neighbour. I am
lucky that in my occupation as a postman, that I am probably the only
person in Dane Hill who knows everybody-at least by name.

THREE GENERATIONS OF RURAL MEMORIES
1896-1950

by
PETER KIRBY

My Grandfather Herbert Kirby was for forty odd years a Ranger and a
Reeve on the Ashdown Forest, where he started in the year 1912.
Previously to that he had worked on the Maresfield Park Estate. He told
me of the time when he became big enough to wield a scythe, and he
was allowed to work with a mowing gang. They would start work about
five in the morning and mow until it grew dark. There would be five or
six men in the gang who would all scythe in a line across the field; all
stopping at the same time to sharpen their tools. Grandfather, as a lad, 
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had not learnt the art of sharpening his scythe too well, so he got a fair
bit of "tongue pie" for slowing down the gang.

Another tale he told me was that Prince Munster, who owned
Maresfield Park Estate at that time, employed several of his fellow
countrymen from Germany. Grandfather said that they were big,
arrogant men who bragged about their strength. One day Grandfather,
Noah Horscroft, and the Germans, were taking grain from the granary
and loading the sacks on to a wagon to take them to the mill. The sacks
each weighed two and a quarter hundred weight, and the Germans
were boasting about how easy they were to carry. Grandfather was in
the granary bringing out the sacks. Noah asked him "How many sacks
are left?". Grandfather said "Two". Noah told him to pile the two sacks
on Noah's shoulders; when Grandfather had put them on his back,
Noah said "Now Herbert, you get on top of they sacks and we'll show
they who's strong!". He carried the two sacks, four and a half hundred
weight and Herbert to the wagon.

While Grandfather was away in France in the first World War, Father
(Fred Kirby) told me that during his school holidays he would have to
go 'thistle dodging' at Courtlands Farm, for half a crown a week, to help
out with the family budget. A week's work was six days a week from
8am to 6pm. His lunch was bread and cheese and a bottle of cold tea;
he was eight or nine years old at that time. He told me that the whole
family would go gleaning after the corn harvest, gathering up the odd
ears of corn that had been left behind; these would be used to feed the
dozen chickens that they kept to give them eggs and a Christmas
dinner.

My own memories of early days was of many boys of my age having to
drive in the house cow from the Forest on their way home from school,
then, after changing their clothes going back to the cowshed and
milking the cow. My brothers were always willing to teach me how to do
the job, so they could get a break from that chore. We all had to chop
the wood when we came back from school so that it was ready to start
the fire in the morning. We had open fires in those days and cooked on
the old kitchen ranges. If we went out for a Sunday afternoon family
walk, we would all be encouraged to carry back a bat of wood or two;
the bigger you were the bigger the bats. This would help out on the 
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family fuel bill.

On Saturday mornings I would go to our neighbour, Mrs Gladys
Walter's farm, and help her make her weekly butter. First I would wind
the handle on the separator which spun off the cream. This was then
put into the butter churn and I would get another chance to turn the
handle for half an hour. I was only given one chance to pat the butter,
but as I then dropped the butter Mrs Walter decided I was not really cut
out for that job. My reward after my labours was a small pat of butter to
take home. The baker would deliver nice warm bread on Saturday
mornings. "Ah I can still taste that beautiful warm crust with farmhouse
butter on it!".

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA

MEMORIES STARTING ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
by

ELSIE HEASMAN .

Grandma Newnham had ten children; she died in 1935, the year I was
born. She used to make all her own bread in an oven made hot by birch
faggots. Sometimes she had eight men to cook, wash and clean for; all
the water had to be drawn from the well. In those days she had to make
linings for the trousers, which ever so often had to be taken out,
washed and sewn back in. She had a tricycle and would pedal to Forest
Row Railway Station to shop in Tunbridge Wells.

Grandfather used to walk to Lewes on Monday carrying his tools, then
work on the Downs,he would be cutting hay etc. On Saturday he would
walk back home again. He would go to Stenning market to buy horses
and then walk the horses home from there. The farmworkers, had toe
rags, even my Father, made out of the shirt tail; they would wrap them
round their feet before putting on their heavy boots, the rags helped to
keep out the wet and cold. Their lunch in the woods was always bread
and cheese and a cider bottle full of cold sweet tea -no milk. They could
always get water from a spring.

My husband, David, said you could leave the money out for tradesmen
and the door was always unlocked. The tally man would come with 
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clothes and you paid him so much a week.The price of land and
farmhouses has changed dramatically. In 1927 Grandfather bought
Stoaches Farmhouse and sixty-three acres for £1,500. In 1997 just the
farmhouse and two acres of land fetched £300,000. suuf/MM.

Memories
Eva Turner remembers the local farmhands cutting and carrying litter
from the Ashdown Forest for bedding for their animals. Her Father,
Edward Baker, told her about the flocks of sheep that were driven from
the downs near Lewes to East Grinstead market. They were rested
halfway through their journey for twenty-four hours in a field behind the
Red Lion at Chelwood Gate. 7™<*.

Sixty odd years ago Peggy Laing remembers the number of Gypsies in
the district, they camped between Beacon Dive and Chelwood Park
and by the water splash at Twyford. They had old style horse drawn
caravans. Peggy used to play with their children 'the only chance I got
to ride a horse1. Her Father took his sow to be serviced by the boar at
Tanyard Farm (they went many times). After the first time the sow
always led the way and her Father followed her!

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k

DOCTORS, NURSES AND MEDICAL CARE.

Dr Sydenham, whose surgery was at Holly Rough, Doctor's Lane,
Chelwood Gate, was probably the first doctor living in the parish, he is
remembered with much affection by older residents. In addition to his
medical work he was much involved with the community, among other
things he was treasurer of the Coach and Horses Club. Dr Sydenham
left the district in 1928. Over the years Doctors Gravely, Cook,
Gainsborough and Hole from Fletching held surgeries in Danehill.
Doctors Dodd, Whitfield, Mather and Pritchard from Lindfield had a
surgery twice a week in a room at the Bakery house. Dr Hole from
Forest Row hired a room from Mrs Scutts, Church Hill. Dr Andrews of
Horsted Keynes, had a surgery at Smallacre, Chelwood Gate. Doctor
Thornton and his successors held a surgery at Chelwood Gate.
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A dentist came to the stores every Wednesday, he was Mr Edgar from
Haywards Heath, he used the little white building at the chapel end of
the stores.
Before the days of The National Health Hospital, care was provided by
The National Provident Scheme. Ambulance Tickets costing one
shilling were a year's coverage for the use of the Uckfield Ambulance.

When our new Civil Parish was formed there was already a local
Nursing Association which started in 1896 to provide proper care,
especially for mothers and babies; for there were frequent
confinements in this growing population, often in cottages where
standards of hygiene left much to be desired. Well off and well
intentioned ladies organised and contributed to the Association.
Annual Meetings were reported in the Parish Magazines.

Names of the early nurses are not known. Nurse Chapell cycled around
Danehill and Horsted Keynes at all hours of the day and night
delivering babies during and after the first World War. Nurse Fisher is
well remembered by the older generation; she had the luxury of various
Austin Sevens for her work; in her rather severe dark blue uniform and
white winged cap she descended on the school children with 'nit' comb
at the ready. Infant welfare clinics were held when babies were
weighed, minor health problems checked and mothers advised on
infant care and nutrition.

In 1937 the Meyer Memorial cottage with surgery was built on the west
side of the A275 a quarter of a mile north of the centre of Danehill
village. Nurse Adrey was the first occupant. Nurse Mabel Gooderham
arrived in the 1940's who,in addition to her nursing skill had a great
sense of fun. The last of the District Nurses was Sister Margaret Witter
who has given us some interesting information. Miss Witter trained first
in pharmacy which involved a three year apprenticeship with evening
classes, one year at college, three years at a London hospital, fourteen
months midwifery training in Edinburgh, followed by District Nurse
training in Bloomsbury. After six months working in Brighton she came
to Danehill in 1962. A car was provided by the Nursing Association.

Margaret recalls the rigid discipline exercised by the Hospital Matron 
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downwards, the attention to cleanliness and order, and the meticulous
standard demanded of the nurses. A further interesting point, there
were very few "ready made" pills except for Aspirin and Cascara. Pills
were made in a pestle and mortar, there was considerable skill needed
to make a neat round pill; a lot of herbal ingredients were used.

Many of us must thank the Nursing Association and their dedicated
district Nurses for our safe arrival in Danehill or Horsted Keynes.
Certainly the care provided greatly reduced infant mortality from the
days when the "handy" woman (who probably also laid out the dead)
would do her best to help at childbirth.

’P/iiUfr dlacaA, David StAeitM and ‘Witter.

Memories.
"Father was seriously ill, the Doctor diagnosed tetanus and said he
must go at once to Brighton Hospital, my older brother, Frank, worked
for Mrs Phillips the baker of Horsted Keynes and drove the delivery
van; he rushed over to the bakery to borrow the van. It was a very foggy
night; with Jack Williams leaning out of the window to guide him Frank
drove Dad to the Hospital, saving his life".
"When I was eleven years old I broke my leg, Dr Cooke was called and
set my leg, fitted a splint and sent me by ambulance to Brighon
Children's hospital. Months later when I was able to walk around my
mother sent me around Chelwood Gate selling Ambulance Tickets as
a 'thank you' for the help I had received. Mrs Gasson sold the tickets in
Danehill".
"When we came to live here in 1961 I was very surprised to find several
people queuing in the rain outside the empty baker's shop and to be
told they were waiting their turn to see the doctor, who was seeing his
patients in the room behind the shop",
"Grandma Newnham was called to lay out the dead before burial, she
would be paid for this. I still have a stuffed owl she was given as
payment.

*************
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COMMERCIAL LIFE

Chelwood Common.

Northlands Farm.

Fumers Green

}

Chelwood Farm.

} Danehill

Colin Godmans Farm.
Portmansford Farm

Little Portmansford, Fumers Green
Chelwood Farm.

Latchetts Farm.

Highfield:
Woodgate. (Cumnor House).
Brookside.
Danehurst.
Danehurst.

The Danes (Marlands).
Highcroft. (Woodside).
The Aggons.
The Vicarage. (Richard Bertram House).

The Neuk. (demolished, Church House
on site).

This entry in Kelly's Directory 1899 tells us a lot about the commercial
and social life of the new Parish of Danehill. Under Private Residents
are listed the occupants of the larger houses and the Vicarage. Mr
Corbett, Mrs Hardy, the Rev; W Summers and his curate, Rev: A
Marshall, being influential in parish affairs. The large estates of
Danehurst and Woodgate providing much of the employment. [Also
The Beacon and The Gale at Chelwood Gate], Under Commercial are
listed the farmers, traders and shopkeepers. The Village Schoolmaster
gets a mention as Secretary of The Working Man's Club. There was
work on the farms with their tied cottages, domestic and garden staff
employed in most of these houses.
Private Residents.
Cardwell, Col: W.A.
Corbett, Charles J.H., MA, BCL, JP.
Cottam, James,
Hardy, Guy Charles, JP.
Mrs Hardy.
Luck, Mark Samuel.
Luck, Richard James.
Marshall, Rev: Alfred, MA.
Summers, Rev: Walter, BA.
William, Thomas Goddard.

Commercial.
Ashdown, Ezra, Bootmaker,
Baker, Elias, Pork Butcher.
Baker, Samuel, Poultry Dealer.
Baker, Spencer, Farmer,
Bates, David, Fanner,
Belcher, James, Farmer & Fum: Ap'tmts: Forest Farm.
Best, Alfred,
Briggs, Henry, Grocer, Draper & Post
Office, Clerk to the Burial Board, Agent}
to Uckfield Building Society.
Chatfield, Horace, Farmer
Chatfield, Thomas,Farmer & Farm
Bailiff to Guy Hardy
Coppard, William, Farmer,
Cox, Alonzo, B, Baker, Pastry Cook,
Pastry Cook, Confectioner &
Biscuit Maker.
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Danehill & District Horticultural Soc:
William Harris, Sec:
Deacon, George, Nursery,
Dier, Joseph, BRCVS, Vet: Surgeon,
Duncan, Alexander,
Etherton, George, Blacksmith, Farmer,
Ironmonger, AG: Implement Agent, {
Iron Fence, Gate & Hurdle Maker, Coal

{ [village school master]
Chelwood Common.
[York House]
Red Lion Inn, Chelwood Gate.

The Forge, Danehill.

& Coke Merchant.
Gardner, Charles, Baker.
Gasson, Humphrey, Wheelwright,
W A Gilbey Ltd; Wine & Spirit Merchants{

Chelwood Gate.
{Chelwood Common [Kimbers Place]

[The Stores, Danehill].
Post Office.

Head, Charles, Insurance Agent,
Hoadley, Edward, Grocer 4 Draper, Agent
Knight, John, Fly Prop; 4 Shopkeeper.
Langridge,Enoch, Wheelwright.

Marten, William,
Masters, George Venson, Grocer,

Provision Merchant & Draper, Beer
Retailer.

May, Frank, Butcher.
May, Henry, Carpenter.
May, William, Beer Retailer.
Mills, George, Grocer & Baker.
Morley, Charles William, Tailor & Ladies
Tailor.

Newnham, Benjamin, Grocer & Draper.
Newnham, Charles, Grocer & Post Office.
Osbourne, George Edward, Farmer.
Penfold, George, Farmer.
Pinker, Walter, Market Gardener.

Rogers, Henry, Farmer
Tomsett, C, Fanner
Turner, Ansley, (Mrs),
Turner, Arthur, Com & Wood Dealer.
Turner, Frank, Com Merchant & Wood

Dealer.
Wamett, Alfred, Shoemaker
Wickens, James, Higgler & Poultry Dealer.
Wickens, Simeon, Com Merchant & Farmer.
Wickens, Spencer, (Mrs), Pork Butcher 4
Farmer.

[Danehill]

{Providence Cottage,
{now Little Danewood West)

Coach 4 Horses Public House.
Chelwood Common.

(Christopher Fields, Danehill).
Bellevue.
(The Crocodile, Danehill).
Chelwood Common.
(Little Danewood North).

(The White House, Danehill).
Chelwood Gate.
Ann wood.

Chelwood Common, (Shocks Bank
now Glengarriff).

Danehill Farm.
Greenfield Farm.
Beer Retailer.
(Chelwood Gate?).

(Little Danewood South).

(Ivy Dean).
(Lower Stonehouse Farm).

Working Men's Club. (W.C.Harris, (Sec). (Danehill Social Club).

Memories of people interviewed include references to the many shops
and trades in the Parish, "...there are more trades represented in our 
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midst, including a wheelwright, and other necessary trades".

Chelwood Gate was almost self supporting, we had a resident doctor, a
visiting dentist, five grocers, a butcher, two bakers plus other shops
that have vanished without trace.
Some of the vanished shoos:
Alonzo Cox, baker of Danehill "delivered bread by horse and trap, his
horse, a spirited bay, was kept in the stable behind his shop. Alonzo
was the first man to organize football in Danehill. He was a strong and
enthusiastic swimmer, he swam in the lakes at Horsted Keynes. Mr Cox
went to the Derby for one day every year.
"Charlie Elphick was a newspaper boy for Mr Morgan of Rock Cottage
[St Richards] papers came from Sheffield Park Station".

"Mrs Fuller had a shop [at Little Dean] where young girls bought balls
of coloured knitting wool for one penny. Mrs Turner's bakery in Tanyard
Lane; Mr Breach the shoe-maker; Mr Cook the draper, where I
understand you could purchase a man's suit".
"There was a draper's shop next to Marten's cycle shop, it was kept by
Samuel Cook who lived at Horsted Keynes, and came by bicycle to run
the shop. It was heated by an oil stove. Samuel came through dividing
curtains in the shop to serve his customers. Mr Cook had a pannier on
his bicycle and toured around like a packman to local houses, selling
buttons, cottons and fancy goods from his pannier” 7«««.
"A shoe-maker who came around with a horse and cart, he would leave
one shoe-if it fitted-he would bring the other one on his next visit".

"Moyles, from Buxted, called once a week selling Exide high tension
radio batteries, they also charged accumulators, taking them away on
one visit and returning them the next. Later Mr Gardener at The Corner
Shop, also charged accumulators and sold Cossor radios. Frank
Awcock built our first crystal set with cats whisker and earphones, later
he also supplied us with a set and a loud speaker. What a relief it was
when electricity arrived, no more flat batteries half way through Henry
Hall and his Dance Orchestra.
"There was a little shop at Clifton Cottage, next to The Red Lion,
patronised by the bus drivers and conductors, where crisps, cakes and
tea were served", sw
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the community and social life.

Before the First World War.
In The Parish Magazine of November 1984 the Rev: Herbert
Summers, the younger son of the Rev: Walter Summers , Vicar of
Danehill 1872-1917 wrote in his memories. " there were large
families living in the village in the big houses, the Vicarage and many
of the cottages I would not care to say we were healthier. The red
cloak worn by the womenfolk and, I believe children too". [Given by Mrs
Hardy when the girls left school; the boys were given boots],
"My clearest memory is of the round of fetes and festivals we kept so
seriously throughout the year. Weeks before the days they were talked
about, collected and worked for. For example there was May Day, when
the young girls of the village presented themselves at the Vicarage at
7am, bearing decorated hoops and wearing little garlands. They
carried little dolls, too, which were bought and sold for a few coppers.
There were days of Clubs and Club Days. The Chelwood Gate Club
met at the Red Lion, another had its quarters at the Sheffield Arms".

[The Rev: Cornish in the Parish Magazine July 1950 reporting on a
letter he had received from New Zealand. 'Mr J.E Luckens wonders, in
the spirit of exile, if the second Wednesday in July is still observed by
the Chelwood Common [Coach and Horses] Club, a red letter day of his
childhood']. "On Club Days there was a band and a Fair".

"A second great day was November 5th. Guy Fawkes Day was kept
with a vengeance. Weeks before, a Committee was formed. On the
great day a tar barrel was set alight. Many wore masks, and there were
fireworks. Where the bonfire was held I cannot now remember.
Onlookers were expected to throw pennies to the village boys. There
were Christmas carols at the Vicarage, with the schoolmaster and
others accompanying handbell ringers at the Sheffield Arms and of fine
feasts".

After World War One.
From Parish Magazines edited by the new Vicar Rev: Lushington. In
the December 1919 issue the vicar reports on village activities, there 
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has obviously been a resurgence of community life after the bleak and
terrible wartime days. A Boys' Club newly formed, "the 18 Club for
Boys". A Choral Society conducted by Mrs Lushington. Football Clubs
at Danehill and Ashdown. A Men's Club at Chelwood Gate. The
Women's Institute has been formed. "Discussion" evenings.
April 1920 The Danehill Bowling Club. Boxing at the Vicarage on
Wednesday evenings. Comrades of the Great War meeting. Danehill
Cricket Club. The Girl Guides. March 1972 the Vicar mentions The
Stoolball Club. In 1923 a Boy Scouts Troop has been started. During
this year there were reports on various meetings held to discuss the
building of the Memorial Hall at Danehill, by January 1924 the Hall was
opened.

Before the Memorial Hall was built, most meetings and social events
took place in the schoolroom. Mr W.J.Bird, headmaster from 1919-48
recalls those times. He lived in the schoolhouse. "Dances in the
School the lassies wore their summer clothes and rather heavy
shoes...no smart band, but I remember being lulled to sleep by the
wheezy tones which issued from the concertina the smell of oil lamps
and the sounds of happy laughter from the dancers".
Both Mr and Mrs Bird were involved with many village activities:
Country Dancing Classes; Boy Scouts; Wolf Cubs; The Women's
Institute; The Choral Society.

With the arrival of the Rev: H.C.F. Kempe, Vicar of Danehill 1933-41
and Mrs Kempe we had two more people much concerned with the
community. Mr and Mrs Kempe organized a Girl's Club, a Choir Club
meeting at the Vicarage and Sunday Schools.
An example of unmeant humour from the Parish magazine December
1934. YPU [Young People's Union] "May I ask for stocking tops-only
cashmere stockings too worn for further use- to be made into vests for
African babies. Please cut the feet off and send the rest to the
Vicarage".

In the last year of peace between the wars Mr and Mrs Kempe formed
the Church Social Club. 'The first meeting will be held on Wednesday
November 2nd 1938 at 7-30. The Committee have undertaken to
provide good and varied programmes each evening:-dancing (with
lessons); socials; whist drives; games; drama; concerts will, it is hoped,
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be included......... Members tickets 1s. (Juniors 14-16) 6d....are
available for all Church Members and entitle the holder and a friend to
admission on any Wednesday evening. After the first (free) Social a
charge of 3d a head will be made to meet expenses, one hundred and
fifty members joined and the average attendance at the first four
meetings was about seventy-five. Reports on meetings and events
continue in the Magazines, together with appeals for Air Raid Wardens
and notices of First Aid Lectures.'Perhaps you are thinking that the
crisis is now over and that there is no need to think of these things'.

A year later the Vicar reported on the production of "The Ghost Train"
which, in spite of the worst of weather, delighted some four hundred
people on three nights. (One performance of "The Ghost Train" was
given for the London Irish Rifles, then stationed in the village; some of
the personnel were allowed to attend the Social Club Dances which
may account for their popularity). 'We can't complain of the support of
the Dance evenings, and the Club was at its best and happiest on
March 27th for Easter'. In the October 1940 Magazine, before the
announcement of the launch of the Sussex County Spitfire Fund....'the
Vicar has decided to postpone the regular opening of the Church
Social Club. Most of the younger members would soon be away in the
armed forces and others involved in war work'. The Rev: H.C.F and Mrs
Kempe left the Parish in August 1941. These entries from the Parish
Magazines vividly illustrate the way the Vicars, their wives and the
schoolmasters worked for the community in addition to their
professional duties.

ROADS AND TRANSPORT

"People did not travel much unless they had to....the roads were not
good for travel"

"In 1919...no buses, no well made road. The main road, still called the
Turnpike was made of grey Kentish rag, which became dusty in
summer and muddy in the winter. The School Lane was made of flints,
we always walked our bicycles to the School House, otherwise the
needle points of the flints would do their work only too well on the tube".
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"None of the lanes were hard surfaced, the road behind the Coach and
Horses was just sand, I remember playing in it when I was a little girl".
fam Tftantift.

"My Mother told me that we were among the first passengers on a bus
which ran through Danehill to Furners Green in 1922. I, a newly arrived
baby, was being taken to be shown to mother's Aunt Nell, Mrs Stepney
at Paygate. I have no recollection of the journey!".?^

"A double-decker bus with an open top used to run along Beaconsfield
Road, it had rain covers which used to go over the seats in bad
weather, the bus ran to Uckfield. To many children of the village it
appeared as if Uckfield was where everything ended. The bus went
there and back-there was nothing, as far as they were concerned
beyond Uckfield". ?«««.

"Father, Bert Reed, was one of the early bus drivers, working for the
Southdown bus for twenty-six years. Bus services to Chelwood Gate
started in 1927 with a two hourly service; the first bus leaving at 7.45
am and the last bus back arriving at 10.45 pm; later there was an hourly
service. The first bus garage was built next to the Red Lion, bus
journeys starting and finishing there. Later a larger garage was built
opposite the Post Office, it housed three buses. Keys to the garage
were hung on a post in the twitten behind the garage. The single­
decker number 30 bus ran from Brighton to Chelwood Gate connecting
with the number 92 double-decker East Grinstead to Eastbourne
service at the pillar box. There was a lot less traffic in those days and
the services ran to the minute",

"I left school at the age of fourteen and went to work at the home of Mr
and Mrs Walder (at the Bakery). There was no early morning bus to
Chelwood Gate so I had to walk, leaving home at Collingford Cottages
by 7.30 am. I started work at 8 o'clock and finished at 5.30 pm. If Mrs
Walder allowed me to leave early I could walk home and beat the bus,
using the bus fare to buy a bar of Cadbury's chocolate for 2d. My wage
was 5s a week; Mother let me keep all my first week's money, I went to
Chris Newnham's shoe shop in Danehill and bought a pair of sandals
for 4s 11 d, [approx 25p].z>^
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VILLAGE NEWS

1898 First meeting of Danehill Parish Council. Mr C.H.Corbett elected
Chairman.
1899 Annual Parish Meting at Danehill School. Messrs Harris and
Wickens nominated as Assessors and Collectors of Income Tax..
This was done annually until 1909.
19Q7 chancel and Vestry added to Chelwood Gate Church.
1907c The Crocodile and The Stone Quarry Beer Houses rebuilt.
■1908 The Greyhound Beer House, now called Innfield, closed.
1909 Oil lamps replaced candles as lighting in the Church.
1917 Death of The Rev. Walter Summers, Vicar since 1872.
A branch of the Women's Institute started in Danehill. Mrs Messel, of
Danehurst, now St Raphael's, elected President and Mrs Corbett as
Chairman.
1918 The Rev. Frank Lushington appointed Vicar.
1920 War Memorial erected.
1921 The Rev. Frank Coope appointed Vicar.
1922 At the Annual Parish Meeting Mrs Marie Corbett and Mrs Emma
Money were the first women to be elected to serve on the Parish
Council. First bus service started.
1923 Danehill Scout Troop started. The Wl minute book mentions
guides attending a meeting in 1917 but does not say if it was a Danehill
Company..
1924 Danehill Memorial Hall opened and dedicated to the memory of
Leonora Messel of Danehurst, who died in 1918, and the men of
Danehill who died in the Great War.
1925 The question of water supply raised in the Parish Council. Mains
water was not available until 1949.
1926 Uckfield Volunteer fire brigade available to fight fires on a
recognised scale of charges. Mr Corbett transferred to the Parish
Council the freehold of the land on which the Memorial Hall stands.
1927 The Parish Council ask the County Council for a ten miles per
hour speed limit through Danehill village which was refused. A forty
miles per hour limit was established in 1996.
1928 Mr George Haslam of Danehurst elected Chairman of the Parish
Council in succession to Mr Corbett, who continued as Vice President
until his death in 1935.
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The Parish Council agreed terms for the East Grinstead Fire Brigade to
come anywhere in the parish when called.
1930 The Rev. Herbert Stuart appointed Vicar.
1931 The Parish Council supported a plea to the County Council that
schools should be closed early in the event of an outbreak of measles.
Uckfield Rural District was preparing a scheme to collect refuse from
village dumps..
1933 Uckfield Gas and Electricity Company began supplying
electricity to part of the village.
The Rev. Henry Kempe appointed Vicar.
1934 Electric lighting installed in the Church.
1936 Cuckfield Fire Brigade agreed to attend fires in the Parish for an
annual fee equivalent to one half-penny in the pound of the rateable
value of the whole parish.
1937 Air Raid Precautions lectures and training began.
1939 Under the Fire Brigades Act 1938 the Rural District was, from the
1st January, responsible for fire precautions. Danehill to come under
Uckfield Fire Brigade.
Outbreak of War. Blackout, evacuees and troops arrive in the village.
For the duration of the war elections were suspended, councillors
remained in office and any vacancies filled by co-option. The Parish
Council met in The Orange Tea Rooms behind the White House in the
centre of Danehill.
1940 Battle of Britain. 5th August, first bombs dropped on the Parish
in a field between Latchetts Farm and Lindwood in Freshfield Lane.
1941 The Rev. William Pearson appointed Vicar.
1944 Flying bomb attacks, three falling close to the Parish boundary.
Some children evacuated to South Wales.
The Rev. Philip Cornish appointed Vicar.
1946 Mr E.W.Pye elected Chairman of the Parish Council on the
retirement of Mr Haslam.
1947 Telephone Exchange built in Freshfield Lane.
1948 Council Houses, first phase of Oak Tree Cottages completed.
Collinford Cottages had been built in the 1920's.
1949 A piped water supply available in part of the parish and electricity
laid on to the School.
1952. Village name signs set up in Chelwood Gate and Danehill to
commemorated the Festival of Britain
First meeting of the Parish Council at Chelwood Gate Hall.
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Bus Shelter erected at Chelwood Gate Pillar Box.
1953 Extension acquired for the cemetery at Danehill.
Sheffield Park Estate sale including three farms, cottages and
woodland in Danehill.
1954 Death of John Nugent Harris of Horsted Lane, one of the
founders of the Wl Movement.
1958 Death of Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, Statesman and Politician.
1959 Good Companions started. The Rev. Ian Paton Hunter appointed
Vicar.
I960 All houses now had a fortnightly collection of refuse. Previously
some had monthly collections. Mr Stepney elected Chairman of the
Parish Council.
1961 The Old Burial Ground in Danehill, where the War Memorial
stands, transferred by the Church to the Parish Council
1962 The Parish Council acquired a ninety nine year lease on the
Recreation Ground from the Birch Grove Estate.
1963 Children's Playground built in the recreation ground.
1965. First game played on the recreation ground.
1967 The Rev. Mark Russell appointed Vicar. Baptist Chapel at
Danehill closed.
1968 Main drainage brought to the Parish.
1972 Eight Council Fiats built. Danehill Parish Historical Society
founded.
1973 Ashdown Weekend started.
1978 The Rev. David Markham appointed Priest in Charge and later
Vicar.
1980 New Pavilion built on the Recreation Ground.
1984 The Stone Quarry public house at Chelwood Gate closed and
houses erected on the site.
1986 A Neighbourhood Watch Scheme started.
Oak Tree Cottages starter homes development.
1987 The Crocodile public house at Danehill closed and turned into
houses.
1988 The Rev. Peter Pickett appointed Priest in charge.
1992. Forty miles an hour speed limit in Chelwood Gate.
1993 The Rev. James Rex appointed Priest in Charge.
1996 Forty miles an hour speed limit through Danehill.
1997 Forty miles an hour speed limit across Ashdown Forest
1998 Canon Peter Dominy appointed Priest in Charge.
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DPHS PROGRAMME

The following three visits all commence at 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 26 A visit to 'Mad Jack' Fuller’s Country
Guide Mr Geoff Hutchinson
Meet at Woods Corner, Brightling (B2096)

Tuesday, Jun 30 A visit to Sheffield Water Mill
Guide Mrs Cordelia Dyball
Park at the top of Mill Lane, Furners Green.

Those with walking difficulties will be ferried to the mill.

Tuesday, Jly 28 Old Nutley. A slide show and talk in Nutley Church Hall
by Mr Peter Kirby

Danehill Memorial Hall at 8 P.M.

Tuesday, Aug 25 The Garter Ceremony at Windsor Castle (with slides)
Speaker Mr Derek Rawlings

Tuesday, Sep 29 Society Annual General Meeting followed by a talk

Annual Membership subscription £3.00. Visitors welcome except
when marked members only.

Postal service for magazine (£4.00 for 1998, 3 issues) and back numbers
available from Mrs H.M.Rawlings, Danewood, Lewes Road, Danehill,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex. RH17 7HD.Tel. 01825 790417.



Officers of the Society

Vice President Mr Derek Rawlings

President Mrs Margaret Holt

Chairman Mr P.G.Lucas
Badgeworth, Freshfield Lane, Danehill
01825 790578

Vice Chairman Mr D.S.Rawlings
Danewood, Lewes Road, Danehill
01825 790417

Secretary Mrs P.A. Peerless
Christopher Fields, Church Lane, Danehill
01825 790756

Treasurer Mrs J.Roscoe
1 Danehurst Cottages, Church Lane, Danehill
01825 790667

Committee Mrs D.Curta - Librarian
Mrs H.M.Rawlings - Magazine
Mr J.Mangold
Mrs J Marten
Mrs A. James
Mr P. Kirby

The success of this magazine depends on the members of the Society. We
would like any local information which you may come across - articles,

photographs, postcards, newspaper clippings, reminiscences etc.
Please contact Mrs H.M.Rawlings

Printed by The Danewood Press, Chelwood Gate
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THE HISTORY OF THE SHEFFIELD ARMS
BY CHRISTOPHER WHITTICK

In August 1997 the Sheffield Arms was surveyed by David and Barbara
Martin and documentary research undertaken by Christopher Whittick.
The full report will soon be available at the East Sussex Record Office
under the reference HBR 1/1293. This condensed version of the
documentary research presents, in narrative form, the development of
the house and the fortunes of its tenants from its erection in 1777 to
1965.

Thanks to the riches of the Sheffield Place archive, we know a great
deal about the origins of the Sheffield Arms, even extending to the
motivation of its builder John Baker Holroyd, the first Lord Sheffield.
Using other records, one can construct a fairly complete list of tenants,
from the day it opened in 1779 to the first decades of this century. We
cannot, however, identify the architect with certainty, and we know very
little about the day-to-day running of the inn.

Although the family’s roots lay in Yorkshire, the Holroyds had been
settled near Dublin since the 1660s and the future Lord Sheffield was
bom and educated in Ireland. Despite the death of his older brother
Isaac at the age of eight in 1743, John followed the younger son’s
traditional route into the army. But his fortunes were transformed by the
death of his maternal uncle, the Rev James Baker, in 1768; through his
mother Dorothy, Holroyd became the heir to her 16 brothers and sisters,
took the additional name of Baker and became extremely wealthy.1 The
following year he decided to settle in Sussex, and bought the Sheffield
Park estate from Lord de la Warr. In 1774 Holroyd commissioned
James Wyatt to transform the house and, perhaps as the work neared
completion, he turned his undoubtedly restless mind to another project.

A century earlier, a great landed proprietor might have wished, and
would certainly have expected to provide accommodation not only for
his family and servants, his steward, bailiff and agricultural labourers,
his guests, their servants and horses, but also for visitors on business. In
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that way his role had changed little since the medieval period. He would
also have dispensed justice, as a JP sitting alone, from the splendour of
his drawing-room or study. But by the 1770s much had changed in the
duties and attitudes of the nobility and gentry and consequently in the
size and layout of their houses. Only immediate house-servants would
be accommodated in the mansion, and only the more genteel visitors
would expect to stay with their host overnight. Justices increasingly
conducted business sitting in pairs rather than alone, and for that some
neutral territory was essential. In that context, the erection of a major
inn within easy reach of Holroyd’s new mansion can be seen as a great
convenience to his house and the preservation of his way of life.

There was, however, a second factor which influenced Holroyd’s action
- the growth of Brighton. Although the act to turnpike the route to
Brighton through Cuckfield, later to be described as the ‘Appian Way
for the high nobility of England’, had been passed in 1770, the old route
via East Grinstead and Lewes still carried most of the traffic and would
continue to be used by the post for many years. The stretch south of
Wych Cross, running across Sheffield Green, had been tumpiked in
1752 but there was no official stage between East Grinstead and Lewes,
a distance of twenty miles. Sheffield Green, equidistant between the two
towns, seemed ideally placed for an inn.2 Holroyd’s memorandum,3
written as the walls were rising in the early summer of 1777, describes
the situation perfectly:

It is the shortest road by upwards of two miles to Lewes - when
a [proper deleted] <good> inn is established a great deal of
company will pass this way to Brighthelmstone - many do now
notwithstanding the want of a proper stage. The inn will have
a great deal of business from my house. ...

business from the house and visitors’ servants and horses
justice business
post bag
persons to see the place
people on business
stage coaches to breakfast or dine

2

Building began in March 1777 on a piece of land enclosed from the
waste on the east side of Sheffield Green, to which Holroyd was entitled
as lord of the manor of Sheffield. The inn, essentially a vernacular
building with airs of classicism, may well have been designed by its
builder; a much more pretentious scheme, with a columnar portico
flanked by single-storey pavilions with bay windows, was rejected but
survives in the archive.4

The account-books and vouchers enable all the tradesmen to be
identified, as well as the source of the materials.5 Stone for the
foundations and plinth was dug from Chelwood Common and The
Lodge and carted by Edward Coppard, William Prosser, John Nutley,
Joseph Kenward, James Tingley, James Ranger and Daniel Wamett.
They also brought over 100,000 bricks from Trickland Kiln, which had
been leased to John Billinghurst, a Ditchling brickmaker, in February
1776. Trickland did not produce tiles: these had to be bought from the
kilns at South Common in Chailey and from Ditchling. Lime was
purchased from Thomas Geer, William Prosser, Benjamin Shaw and
Edward Coppard, and 197 loads of sand were dug by William Feldwick.

As the work progressed, other tradesmen entered the picture: Daniel
Wamett, described as a bricklayer, was probably what we would refer
to as the builder. William Gilham submitted accounts for sawing
between March 1777 and June 1778 and John Botting for carpentry. The
building was probably roofed in September 1777, the month in which
most of the tiles were carried. Fire-stone for the hearths - 5416 feet
weighing 2714 hundredweight - had to be fetched from Godstone, and
paving-stones were supplied by Wamett in October. The building was
still not secure - a man was paid to look after it on Sundays between 15
October and 30 November 1777. Ironmongery was supplied by Richard
Tamplin (£52 14s between August and November 1777) and plumbing
undertaken by George Bowring (£20 in January 1778).

There follows a year of silence in the accounts, and it is suggested that
Holroyd did not extend his financial involvement beyond the
construction of the shell, floors and roof - the accounts do not include
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any plastering, joinery and the like - and may have expected the
incoming tenant to bring the work to completion. That is supported by
the survey, which reveals a disparity between the building’s shell and
its internal layout, which may however be the result of later adaptation.
Whichever is the case, the fine main staircase, together with the design
of the southern chamber, form part of the original scheme, as does the
heavy hood over the front door. The building retains its kingpost roof
of 1777.

The inn was nearing readiness by the beginning of 1779. On 18 January
Warnett submitted a bill for a mile-stone (essential for publicity, as well
as information) and a mounting block and Thomas Walter was paid for
hair and tan (for plastering) in February. The first tenant entered at Lady
Day (5 April) and it is tempting to identify James Fuller’s bill for
cleaning 24 windows on 12 April with the opening of the inn.

Holroyd’s memorandum describes the house clearly:

There will be three garrets over the centre of the house. The bar
looks out over the <Tumpike> road, the entrance, the tap-room
and the kitchen and the cellar door. There is a cellar under the
large parlour 23 feet by 18 and a wine cellar under the staircase
and passage. There will be lofts over the whole of the stables.
At one end there will be a granary and at the other a good room
for stable people.

As an inducement to a prospective tenant, Holroyd offered ‘40 acres of
excellent meadows’ at 30s an acre and ‘about 100a of pasture, arable
and coppice with an excellent large bam and sheds’ at 10s an acre to be
let with the inn, and a promise to allow some land under hops.

The first tenant was John Fletcher, who took the inn, Vigoes, Gobels
and Trickland Farms from 25 March 1779 at a rent of £71. He was
already in difficulties in 1780 and a bailiff moved into the inn on 26
June 1781 and stayed until 16 November, when Fletcher’s goods were
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sold to pay his rent. The estate bought a road-waggon, a post-chaise
with harness for four horses, goods in the stables and two servants’ beds
over it, a copper furnace, mash-tub and stand in the wash-house a
cooler, five tubs and a furnace in the brewhouse and a bedstead and
hangings in the Chequer Room. The sale made £321 15s 7d, leaving
almost nothing after his debt to the estate of £294 18s had been paid.6

Although the case against Fletcher ran until 1782, he surrendered his
lease in September 1781 when Edward Hook took the inn, Vigoes and
Gobels at £60. Holroyd was created Lord Sheffield in 1781 but it was
not until 1787 that the inn was referred to as The Sheffield Arms-, its
usual title was The New Inn but The Lewes Arms, referring no doubt to
the coach-destination, was used in both 1779 and 1782.

Hook seems to have given up his tenancy at Michaelmas 1782, and the
mention of a distress on the closing account with the estate suggests that
he too might have ended his stay in debt. The inn was taken in hand by
the estate, and that is reflected in the land-tax returns. The value of
Hook’s licence was credited to him in 1782, and the licence granted to
the steward Jethro Turner in 1791 survives in the archive. Attempts
were made to let it, however. The first, possibly datable to 1782, makes
much of the convenience of the inn as a stage on the route from London
to Brighton. It was described as ‘elegantly fitted up’, the furniture was
offered at ‘an easy valuation’ and the tenant was promised great
encouragement; again 80 acres of land - Vigoes Farm - was offered with
the inn.

The second set of draft particulars, datable to 1789, was more realistic,
if not desperate. Up to 224 acres of land was on offer with the ‘capital
inn with excellent stabling’, although it was made clear that a capital of
£1000 would be necessary to undertake the whole package. All
references to the route to Brighton were deleted from the draft; Sheffield
had finally to admit that the hoped-for tide of fashionable travellers had
found a quicker way of reaching their seaside destination.

Although the land-tax returns continued to regard the Sheffield Arms as 
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in hand, the estate ledgers make it clear that from 1806 it was let to a
series of tenants; none of them stayed for more than three years and the
tenancy of one, John Goldsmith, ended with another bankruptcy. It is
possible that the addition of another room on the ground and first floors,
filling in what had been a recess in the south-east comer of the building,
can be dated to this phase of renewed letting; it is certainly shown on
a map of 1817.7 In order to obtain access to the first-floor chamber
within the extension, it was necessary to intrude a passageway to the
rear of the main staircase {see plan), and it is possible that other
modifications were made to the internal layout at the same period.

The inn continued to be let with Vigoes Farm, but occasionally the
identity of the publican is revealed: Henry Miller was named on an
insurance policy of 1814, when both farm and inn were ostensibly let
to John Goble.8 In September 1815 the inn and farm were let to Chitty
& Co, Lewes brewers, who were still in possession in 1817.
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In July 1820 the estate inserted an advert for letting the inn in the
Times and by October a tenant, Thomas Smith, had been secured. He
was in possession by 25 October, when the steward Samuel Hews wrote
to Lord Sheffield to describe his progress and convey suggestions for
improvements.9 The letter is worth quoting in full:

Mr Smith the new tenant of the Sheffield Arms inn and farm
has now entire possession and is going on very well. He has
good post-chaises and useful horses - and his house is
comfortably furnished. All that is required is to make the house
clean and decent <within>, which cannot be done without some
expense for paint and workmanship. I have had an estimate
from Fuller of what [it] would cost to paint some of the
principal rooms - and as it is essential to have the thing done
immediately, and as Mr Smith is willing to bear a proportion of
the expense, I beg leave to hand it to your Lordship.

£sd
The Justice Room twice painted and coloured 5 8 2
The bedroom next to ditto 1 6 0
The little parlour 2 16 0
Dining room 5 3 6
Staircase and passages 5 15 8
The bar 2 13 8
Kitchen 3 6 4

26 9 4
discount for ready money 1 9 4

Total £25 0 0

Mr Smith desires I will inform your lordship that he will pay
half this expense, if your lordship will bear the remainder - and
that he will <paint> all the other rooms in the house himself (at
leisure tiiries) upon your lordship supplying the paint etc.

Mr Smith also requests permission to shift the tap from the
kitchen to the place originally intended for it - which <will> be
a great comfort to the house.
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William Wood, who held the inn from 1824 to 1828, is the first tenant
who is also described as a carrier; in 1855, although the inn was no
longer in the family, a Vince Wood advertised a weekly cart from the
Sheffield Arms to London. The inn was tenanted by the Comber family
between at least 1844 and 1886, when Susannah Comber died. For all
this time it was held with Vigoes Farm, and in 1851 three agricultural
labourers lived in with the tenant James Comber; his son John employed
three men and two boys to handle the 91-acre holding in 1871.10

Richard Welfare, who started business at the Sheffield Arms on the eve
of Bonfire Night in 1886, stayed at the inn for 23 years, but from the
end of his tenancy no landlord lasted longer than ten years, and many
a lot less. The tenant still farmed Vigoes as late as 1910, but it has not
been possible to determine when the connection ceased, nor indeed the
date at which the estate sold the house to Tamplin’s Brewery. That had
certainly taken place by 1938, when the brewery applied to Uckfield
RDC for consent to build a ladies’ lavatory at the back of the house.11

After 1965, when the table of tenants ends, few landlords lasted for
more than a year until the licensing records at ESRO end in 1974.
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It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the Sheffield Arms, built to
enjoy the trade of the most fashionable route in England, never
recovered when the followers of the Prince Regent found a more direct
way of reaching Brighton within years of its opening. It ceased to be the
seat of a petty sessional division in 1839, and has since served its
immediate neighbourhood and a declining passing trade, its somewhat
rustic gentility perhaps appropriately marooned in a Wealden setting.

I wish to thank Roger Davey, Derek Rawlings and John Farrant for
their help in the preparation of this article. I am grateful to David
Martin for the use of his survey drawings and to Sarah Drewery for
providing the cover illustration.

references
1 ESRO SPK; blue folder marked pedigree, peerage.
2 ‘The development of Roads in Surrey and Sussex’ (Transactions

of the Institute of British Geographers 19 (1953) 44); Colin
Brent Georgian Lewes (1993) 14-15; 10 Geo III c85; 25 Geo II
c50.

3 ESRO SPK E13/2.
4 ESRO ACC 5348.
5 this and the next four paragraphs are based on ESRO SPK E2/1

(steward’s accounts) and E3/2 (vouchers).
6 This and the next three paragraphs are based on ESRO SPK

E13/2.
7 ESRO SPK E7/3 (rent-ledger); ACC 6975 (map, 1817).
8 ESRO SPK E13/10 - insurance papers.
9 ESRO SPK correspondence - Samuel Hews.
10 This and the next two paragraphs are based on ESRO AMS.

6046 (Sheffield estate rent-ledger), printed directories, census
returns (on microfilm at ESRO), PTS 5/4/1-8 (Uckfield Petty
Sessions licensing registers).

11 ESRO IRV 1/41 (1910 Inland Revenue survey);
DW/A5/62/7160 (building regulations application).
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The Sheffield Arms - table of tenants

1779-1781 John Fletcher
1781-1782 Edward Hook
1783-1791 + Jethro Turner the estate steward
1806-1808 James Elliot
1808-1809 John Goldsmith
1809-1810 John Taylor
1810-1812 Thomas Russell
1812-1815 Henry Miller &

1815-1817+
John Goble

Chitty & Co brewers of Lewes
1820-1823 Thomas Smith
1824-1829 William Wood
1830 M Newnham
1831 Richard Hartfield
1832-1832 William Young
1833-1842+ Richard Young
<1844-1845+
<1854-1857 James

Coomber
Comber

1857-1860 Comber’s executors
1860-1871+ John Comber
<1872-1886 Susannah Comber
1886-1909 Richard Welfare
1909 Frank Paine
1909-1911 John Colville Mason
1915-1918 Frederick Weller
1918-1921 Albert Ernest Monk
1921-1929 Charles John Johnstone
1929-1935 Frederick John Edwards
1935 William Arthur Gander
1935-1937 Thomas Arthur Bayes
1937-1939 Arthur Francis Huggons
1939-1940 Ernest Millard Swaby
1940-1947 Henry Grace
1947-1956 Edgar Raymond Boyd
1956-1965 Percy Frederick Clayton

This table is based on Land Tax returns, estate, rating and licensing records.
A fully referenced version is available at ESRO.
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THE MANOR OF NETHERHALL IN FLETCHING AND
NEWICK

by
COLIN J HOBBS

My article in the February issue traced the history of this Manor from 1539
and expressed the view that its inclusion in the Parish of Fletching and Rape
of Pevensey was an anomaly. It was subsequently found that Netherhall was
in the Borough of Lofield, in the Hundred of Streat, Rape of Lewes (1). The
remainder of Fletching being in the Hundred of Rushmonden, Rape of
Pevensey. Further research can take its known history with certainty back to
the 1240s when it was held by William Bardolf (2). It remained in the hands
of that family until 1406 when Thomas, Lord Bardolf, was attainted for his
part in rebellion against the king. He subsequently died of wounds received at
the battle of Bramham Moor. From the Bardolfs to 1514 the manor passed
through the hands of several persons until granted to Francis Carew (3).

The Bardolfs gained various manors in Sussex early in the 1200s when Doun
Bardolf married Beatrice, the daughter of William de Warrenne of Wormegay
in Norfolk, (4). William, himself, was the son of Reginald de Warrenne, the
illegitimate son of the second Earl de Warrenne and Alice de Wormegay. They
were living through much of the 12th century. It is very probable that
Netherhall came to the Bardolfs from this source. However in the Inquisition
Post Mortem of William Bardolf in 1275 (5) he was said to hold 40 shillings
rent of the Prior of Lewes in Fletching. The only Priory land in this area was
the Manor of Balneath in Newick which adjoined it on the North West side.

The name Netherhall can not be traced back further than the rental of 1537
(6). Before then it was known as 'lands in Fletching' and finally in 1514 as
'manor of Fletching'. The present Netherhall Farm was then and for a century
after known as 'Munts' or 'Hunts'. In 1537 the manor was under the
governance of the famed parson William Levett of Buxted. The Receiver of
the Royal Revenues in Sussex, iron furnace operator and later the King's
maker of gunstones. He was paying £4 to the lord and receiving the rents for
himself. Also in 1537 the manorial court reported that the Lords of the Rape,
Thomas Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Earl of Derby, Lord Bergavenny and the
tenants of the Prior of Lewes, were denying the tenants of Netherhall their 
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common rights on the manorial waste land. Most of the waste was
subsequently granted to the cottagers.

It has been suggested by Christopher Whittick, senior assistant archivist of the
East Sussex Record Office, that Netherhall could be the site of the three
virgates of land and a mill that was held by William de Warrenne, a part of the
lost Domesday manor of Mesewelle. In Domesday, Mesewelle of four hides
was in the Hundred of Rotherfield. It could be that the three virgates were
confused by the Domesday clerks with Rotherfield Farm, which abuts
Netherhall on the North West side, with the Hundred of that name.

Sources and references.
(1) The 1662 Hearth Tax gives 45 payers of tax for Lofield. Amongst these there were three
in Fletching.
(2) Calendar of Letters Patent 1247/58. William Bardolf held land in Fletching.
(3) Letters and Papers of Henry Vlll 1514. Nicholas Carew was granted the reversion of
the one-time Sussex Bardolf manors, including Fletching.
(4) GEC Complete Peerage. Doun Bardolf died 1245/6.
(5) Inquisition Post Mortem of William de Bardolf in 1275/6 he held 40 shillings rent of the
Prior of Lewes in Fletching.
(6) ESRO SRL 11/1.

THE MANOR OF TARRING CAMOIS IN FLETCHING
by

COLIN J HOBBS.

This at some four hundred acres of land is the smallest of the Fletching
manors, in the Domesday Book being held by Ansfrid of the Count of
Mortain. It had land for three ploughs, two of which were held by the four
villeins and five bordars there, but none by the lord. There was woodland and
grazing for six pigs and there was one acre of meadow land. It was taxed at
one hide and was valued at twenty shillings .Before the conquest it had been
owned by Leofwin and valued at forty shillings.

The manors around Battle had suffered from Norman foraging and harrying
before the Battle of Hastings but had largely recovered by Domesday. But for
Camois to be valued at half of the pre-conquest value is unusual. Some great
disaster must have struck the manor. All the Fletching lands with the
exception of the two Barkhams had suffered a loss of value over this period, 
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but none to the extent of the manor of Camois. The next positive mention of
the manor was not until the 1230s when William de Pierrepoint sold it to John
de Gatesden. (1) The 1268/9 Inquisition Post Mortem of John and his wife
Hawis de Nevill gave its income as being fifty-five shillings and seven pence
rent of freehold land; fourteen shillings and ten pence halfpenny rent of
copyhold land; plus four pounds of pepper and three shillings of tallage, (a tax
which could indicate the presence of serfs), twenty-eight chickens, one
hundred eggs; and the advowson of Fletching Church.

Margaret Gatesden was the only child and heiress of John. She married John
de Camois, hence the name of the manor. Before the death of John de Camois
she was co-habitating with William de Paynell whom she later married. In
1300 William Paynell held Tarring Camois as one third of a Knight's fee due
to the Earl of Leicester. By 1330 Thomas Camois held one-fifth of a Leicester
Fee in Fletching and Lavertye manors. Lavertye in Forest Row was a sub­
manor of the other Fletching manor Tarring Peverell, which was itself a sub­
manor of Camois.

This is a suitable place to mention that Camois was itself a subsidary of
Tarring St Clere alias St Leger in the Parish of Tarring Neville. How or why
all this came about is not immediately obvious. The first intimation of the
Tarring overlordship was not until 1194 when Hugh de Fokington held
Fletching as a fee of Tarring. In the 1327 Subsidy Roll Tarrying was a villat in
the Hundred of Rishton and Denne, (ie Rushmonden).

By 1336 the manor was in the hands of William Dawtrey of Petworth. The
Dawtrey coat of arms empales that of Camois, so a member of the Dawtrey
family must have married a Camois heiress who brought the manor to them,
although no written evidence has been found to substantiate this. The manor
was still in the same family in 1568 when another William Dawtrey sold to
George Goring. He, in 1608 sold to Sir Charles Howard who married Mary
Cockayne after the death of his wife Charity, the widow of Richard Leche.

Finally in 1656 Charles Cockayne, Lord Cullen, sold Tarrying Camois manor,
together with the manors of Barkham and Netherhall, to William Wilson. The
manor remained in the hands of the Wilson family to this century.

The earliest records are the court rolls of 1366/78, the first rental being 1477.
This revealed that Tarrying Camois was also charging a Knight's Fee on Castle 
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Ward due to Pevensey Castle. Castle Ward was originally a service due to
provide a knight to guard the castle, it was subsequently commuted for a
money payment. Sheffield manor paid two shillings and threepence and half a
pound of pepper,(valued at nine pence). Peveril paid three shillings. The
remaining eightpence to make up the total of six shillings and eight pence due
for Castle Ward was found from eight individual tenants who each paid one
penny.

By the time of the 1477 rental, the rent roll was only sixty shillings and five
pence with two pounds of pepper, one pound of cummin seed, twenty-two
chickens and twenty-five eggs. However it contained many nameless
properties that cannot later be identified and omits even more that could be.
Note the reduction in the number of chicken and eggs due. These were usually
paid in respect of rights over common land. By 1559 the chickens and their
products were no longer mentioned. The reduction in common land had
reached a point where only a few acres of roadside verges remained.

The 1599 rental at sixty-seven shillings, tenpence halfpenny, freehold; and
eleven shillings and sixpence for copyhold; appears accurate and only very
minor additions were ever made again. It would appear that grants of assart
(land cleared from the woods)and common land in this and the surrounding
manors were always copyhold. For hundreds of years the tenants were able to
purchase their freehold and this was very prevalent in the last century amongst
the larger and wealthier tenants Copyhold tenure was originally the preserve
of unfree tenants. No mention has been found of the manumission of tenants
in this manor and it is very likely that they obtained their freedom at an early
stage. In the 1270s only twenty per cent of the rent was of copyholders. Even
this small figure might have been largely comprised of free tenants who had
gained their land through assarting. In the neighbouring manor of Maresfield,
a rental of the 1620s split copyhold tenants into assart and late bond land. The
manorial customof descent and inheritance was even different for those two
classes of tenant.

Sources and references.
(1) SRS Vol 1 No 44, p 68. 'Records of the Barony and Rape of Lewes'.
Extracts from the Rentals of the Manor of Tarring Camois in the ESRO: ref: SRI/10.

" " " Court Rolls of the Manor of Tarring Camois ESRO ref: SRL/2
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