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THE 1994 PROJECT : AN INTRODUCTION

by D. S. Rawlings

Our project this year is based on Chelwood Farm and other land
held by a branch of the Awcock Family in the Eighteenth Century.
Chelwood Farm itself is in the north-east of the Parish of Danehill. At
least, this would have been true up to April 1990. At that time the Civil
Parish of Danehill was considerably enlarged at the expense of
Maresfield Civil Parish. It now stretches as far north as Wych Cross, to
Pippingford in the east, and to Twyford in the west. In the vicinity of
Chelwood Farm it includes Masketts Farm, Chapelwood Manor,
Chelwood Comer and The Beacon. Until 1990 the ecclesiastical and
the civil parishes had the same boundaries. The ecclesiastical parish
was created in 1851 out of Fletching and Horsted Keynes, though the
ancient boundaries of these parishes were retained when civil parishes
first came into being one hundred years ago under the Local
Government Act of 1894. Danehill Civil Parish was formed out of them
in 1898. The 1990 changes did not affect the ecclesiastical parishes of
Danehill, Maresfield, or Nutley, created out of Maresfield in 1847,
though it has never become a civil parish. Recently Maresfield and
Nutley have shared a Vicar.

In Medieval times, Chelwood was one of the larger farms in
what was to become the parish of Danehill. It was held freehold of the
Manor of Sheffield, under the name of Cold Godmans, 80 acres, at an
annual rent of 12s Id plus 2 hens, 10 eggs and 2 days work in harvest,

| later commuted to 3 s, for the right to pasture animals on the manor

commons. It looks as if this was originally two holdings, as the normal
rent for the right of common in the Manor of Sheffield was 1 hen, 5 eggs
and one days work in harvest.

The earliest record I have found for the Awcock family holding
Chelwood is in 1558, though I suspect that, as they were holding land 
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close by from the fifteenth century, they were also holding Chelwood at
that time. Shortly after 1558 the Awcocks acquired a small holding
adjoining Cold Godmans to the west, called a portion of Wilmots, held
from the Manor of Horsted-Broadhurst at an annual rent of 2s 2d.
Thomas Awcock had married Agnes Dumbrell in 1555 and she probably
acquired the land on the death of her brother in 1568. It still forms part

of Chelwood Farm to this day.

The Awcocks also farmed land to the north of Chelwood
farmhouse, most of which is now attached to Chelwood Comer. It was
held from the Manor of Masketts, a sub-manor of Maresfield.

To the north again, across a small stretch of Chelwood Common,
lay three medieval holdings of the Manor of Maresfield, now part of
Chelwood Beacon. Roughlands, later called Rowlands, about 20 acres,
adjoining it to the north and containing the farm house, Pilchers, about
24 acres, with Stonegate, 2 acres, on its eastern boundary. The latter is
now part of Dovecote Farm.

The earliest record I can find of these lands is for 1535 when
Thomas Caville is holding Rowlands. He was succeeded by his son
John whose widow was given Pilchers to hold for her life in 1556. It is
possible that the Cavilles obtained the land from a family called Pilcher.
Certainly the Rental of 1545/6 recites that Thomas Hawkins holds
Gumbersland, otherwise Stone Mead, and that some time previously it
has been held by a William Pylcher. There is record of a William
Pylchere holding land from Masketts Manor in 1406 (ESRO AMS 290).
Stone Mead, the present Stonemead Farm, is immediately east of
Rowlands and south of Stone Gate. It seems likely, therefore, that the
Pylchers family gave their name to Pilchers and held all four holdings.

To the east of Chelwood Farm is Masketts, a substantial farm,
which formed a major part of the Masketts Manor. From the Middle
Ages this was a sub-manor to the Royal Manor of Maresfield, but there 
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are indications that it may have been Saxon in origin and older than its
later parent.

Roy Scott in his article describes how this area was at the
meeting place of two old tracks and close to the site of an ancient
chapel. It was also adjacent to the site of Nutley fair or Nutley Fairplace
as it was called. The fair was granted by a Charter of Edward 3rd in
1350, to be held each year on the eve, day and morrow of the Feast of
St. George, the 22nd, 23rd and 24th April.

With other local fairs* it played an important role in the annual
agricultural round right up to the last century, when the coming of the
railways and later the motor car, put an end to the droving of animals.
The Stewards Accounts for Sheffield Park Farm for the last quarter of
the eighteenth century have numerous entries of animals being sent to
Lindfield, Horsted Keynes and Nutley fairs and the expenses of the men
who took them there. Although the main purpose of fairs was
agricultural, they always attracted itinerant traders and entertainers of
every sort who attracted many others besides the farmers and their
employees. Giles Moore, Rector of Horsted Keynes 1656-1679 in his
Journal (Sussex Record Society Volume 68) records giving fairings, or
gifts, to people going to the fair. For instance, 1st May 1566 Giv'n my
wyfe for a FAIRING 3s & the Boy 6d.

The information in this article is mainly taken from the rentals
and court books of the Manors of Horsted-Broadhurst, Maresfield and
Sheffield. I am indebted to Roy Scott for his thoughts on the origins of
Masketts Manor and the founding of Nutley Fair.

*Fairs have been held locally at East Grinstead, Forest Row, Horsted
Keynes, Lindfield, Maresfield, Uckfield, Chelwood, Danehill, Fletching
and Haywards Heath.
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THE. FIRST T ADY AND THE LAST GENTLEMAN

by Joan Ward

"Now we see through a glass darkly......" 1 Corinthians 13. v.12.

John Awcock, usually described as John Awcock of Chelwood,
died in 1662. In the Manor of Sheffield Court Book, a year after his
death, we find him called John Awcock, GENTLEMAN. This is the
first time that I can find a branch of the Awcock family in this area
given such a title.

Now it is natural to assume that the wife of a gentleman must be
a LADY.....  so it is to Elizabeth Awcock, the wife of John, the first
gentleman, that I accord the title of THE FIRST LADY.

The beginnings of Elizabeth's association with the Awcock
family is one of the many events in Awcock history which we see only
"through a glass darkly".

Their marriage must have taken place during the troubled years
of the mid-1640s. It has no record in the local Parish Registers. So far I
have discovered only a possible entry in the Parish of Barcombe for
1646; but even that throws no light on Elizabeth's own family origins or
her own family history......She just appears.

We know that she and John had three children. Recorded in
Fletching Baptismal Register are: Jane, daughter of John Awcock of
Chelworthe for 1647, John, son of John Awcock of Chelworthe for
1653, and a rather unfinished entry for 1656 which must have been for
Thomas.

So, with the re-establishment of the monarchy in 1660, and
Charles Il's return being welcomed by most of his subjects, we can 
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perhaps picture the little Awcock family living our their quiet farming
life in Chelwood.

Their home was on the high ground of the land called Cold
Godmans. From the top of Perriman's Hill the three children could have
seen miles of woodland and farm land stretching southwards, many
acres of which were being farmed by their father. But in the year 1662,
just when the Summer green was beginning to turn to Autumn golds,
tragedy struck. John Awcock, gentleman, died of smallpox on October
13th and was duly buried in Fletching churchyard.

So the 'first lady' was left a widow, with the difficult
responsibilities of bringing up a six year old boy, looking after a fifteen
year old daughter, and above all, looking after the inheritance of her
nine year old elder son, which was to become fairly extensive by the end
of the 17th century .

The running of the farms had been, from 1658, in the hands of
one Richard Roffey, who himself occupied some of the Awcock
copyhold land, and was also a very distant connection of the family.
(His grandfather had been a stepson of John's grandmother's cousin!).
But even with this practical help, 'the first lady' had a daunting task
ahead of her.

Oddly enough, her mother-in-law, forty two years earlier, had
been faced with a similar situation. Gentleman John had lost his father
too, when he was very young. His own son, at nine years old, was
certainly going to have a father he would remember, but 'Gentleman
John' had been only six months old when his father, Thomas, died in
1620. His mother was Alice and we have the Manor Court record in
which she is appointed his guardian and manager of his estate until he is
of age on condition she educates him in virtue and competence......truly
a weighty responsibility.
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Now Alice tackled the problem in a completely different way
from that adopted by her daughter-in-law forty two years later.

Within a year she had married again. She married a Thomas
Killingbecke, a member of a well-known and respected family, who was
still caring for the farming of the Chelworthe land long after baby John
had grown up. Instead he only relinquished his responsibilities to
Richard Roffey when his own father's death gave him a property known

as Broadcroft.

To go back a further generation  Thomas's experiences in
inheriting Chelworthe land were completely different from those of his
son and grandson. He was certainly 'of full age' when his father Richard
died in 1606.

It is an odd fact that although we have now travelled back in
time some fifty years from our starting point the darkened glass has
actually cleared a little; and, from the wills of Richard and Thomas, and
the records of the proceedings of the Manor Courts we can therefore
learn a little of what made up the Chelworthe inheritance.

Richard of Chelworthe inherited some properties from his
brother John who died in 1585. There was a tenement, with 9 acres of
land, called Francis or Frenchies; and three copyhold properties which
were to appear and reappear many times in the Awcock records of the
following 150 years. They were Rowleigh (or Rutlye) 14 acres;
Maboumefield, 3 acres, and Inhams, 10 acres.

From his uncle, John Dumbrell (Richard's mother had been
Agnes Dumbrell whom his father Thomas had married in 1555),
Richard had inherited 2.5 acres of land called Perryman's Field, later to
be known as Perryman's Croft.
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From his father, Richard had inherited the main family home of
Cold Godmans, which had been associated with the Awcocks from the
previous century.

The glass darkens again a little, however, when we try to find out
Richard's marriage, but we know his wife was Mary and that they had
two sons and four daughters. In Richard's will, his eldest daughter Mary
was to have £30. His younger son, Richard, and his daughters, Judith,
Agnes and Joanna were all to have £30 each when they reached the age
of twenty years. Thomas, his elder son, was to inherit the property. One
interesting point which emerges from the wills of both Richard and
Thomas, shows how their wealth was in their woodlands more than in
their farm lands.

In Richard's will: "My executors shall sell such wood as groweth
upon my land towards the payment of these legacies".

In Thomas's will: "Thee shall not strip nor waste no oak, no
beech, nor other wood nor sell no timber but that the overseers shall
appoint, but my wife shall cut all the wood that the overseers shall
appoint to pay my debts".

There was some redistribution of property among Richard's
children during the early 17th century. Mary and Judith were not
concerned. They married and went their own ways. Mary married John
Mellor in 1607 and Judith, a Thomas Neal in Maresfield in 1615. In
1620, Joanna married a Thomas Awcock  he was a very distant
cousin (they had the same great grandfather). When her brother Thomas
died in the same year, Joanna, her new husband Thomas, and her
unmarried sister Agnes, were jointly admitted to the tenancy of two of
the copyhold properties already mentioned, Inhams and Rowleigh. They
held these until 1634, when they raised money on them and the tenancy
passed to a member of the Godley family. Much later, the two
properties were to be acquired again by 'Gentleman John'.
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The following extract from the Sheffield Manor Court Book for
the 12th January 1620 gives a fair summary of the land holdings which
came to 'Gentleman John’ when his father Thomas died:-

12th January 1620
The Jury is informed that Thomas Awcock who was a free tenant

and heir by copy of Court Roll to a parcel of villein land called
Mabome Field 3 acres in Fletching paying an annual rent of 8d
and he died seized of these lands. And after his death a bullock
priced at 13s 4d was seized and that John Awcock, 6 months old,
is his only son and heir. And the Jury is informed that Thomas
Awcock, who was a free tenant and heir to property, paying a
rent of 12s Id per year, 2 hens, 10 eggs and 2 days work in the
Autumn for one messuage, land and appurtenances called Cold
Godmans (80 acres) in Fletching near to Chelworth Common;
and a messuage of the same Thomas Awcock did inhabit and
also another tenement called Francis and also Brook House with
a granary and certain lands and appurtenances (12 acres) in
Fletching, paying an annual rent of 12d and also one Croft and
land called Perryman's Crofte containing 2!4 acres in Fletching,
paying an annual rent of 2d of which he died seized and after his
death there was given as a heriot 3 bullocks seized and delivered
to the Lord's farm and the rent of 13s 3d, 2 hens, 10 eggs and two
days work in Autumn. And that John Awcock, infant age six
months or near is his only son and conditional heir.

So, having now established the background of the Chelworthe
inheritance, let us return to the Tirst Lady'. But the glass darkens again
and so far I have found little documentary evidence to describe the years
to the end of the century. But however prosaic the historian the light of
imagination inevitably leaps in to dazzle the few facts into rampant (but
we hope plausible) fiction.
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I see Elizabeth as a strong-minded Puritan lady, rather stem and
severe and possessed with a fierce determination to do her duty by her
fatherless children, and perhaps above all to improve, hold and even
increase the farms and woodlands entrusted to her charge. Indeed when
we enter the next century, and start to encounter documents listing the
Awcock property, we find not only the holdings we already know from
Thomas's 1620 Court records but others as well; and these in many cases
were attributed to completely different owners in the first part of the
17th century. There are some in Maresfield parish and lie to the north­
east of Chelwood, such as Stonegate 7 acres, Rowlands 24 acres,
Pilchers 20 acres and Brianswood 4 acres. In the west of the parish a 60
acre property called Gosses had been added. Also Chelworthe itself had
increased and now included not only Cold Godmans but Littlewood,
Lodyons, Longlands, Rypers, Lockscroft and New Garden making a total
of 109 acres.

And we have documentary proof of a purchase in the south of
the parish called Stirrsheme. As this included the Huggetts and
Coppards Woods, the Rough Huggetts land and the Deanwood fields
and as the Grouts and part of Northlands had also been acquired in this
area it could be said that the land occupied by Gentleman John's
grandfather's cousin (known as Richard of Newmans} had once again
come back into Awcock hands. There was in fact some justification for
when Land Tax records appear in the next century these holdings are
continually referred to as 'Awcocks'.

It seems possible that under Elizabeth's stewardship, the total
acreage of Awcock property accumulated to some 260 acres.

So the years went by, and Elizabeth's eldest son, John, attained
his majority in 1674 and came into his inheritance.

Now in Maresfield, there lived a family whose surname was
Picket. Edward Picket had produced a large family in the 1630s and his 
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children continued the tradition in the 1650s; in particular a William
Picket and his wife Sara between 1658 and 1670 added one son and five
daughters to the social life of Maresfield.

You can, of course, see the obvious result.

Young John, just feeling himself a man, and beginning to resent,
perhaps, the routine, hard-working duties of his windswept upland farm,
encounters this bright, laughing bevy of young girls in his increasingly
frequent business visits to Maresfield.

Within a year, pretty, seventeen year old Elizabeth Picket has
been installed at Chelworthe as his wife.

I should imagine that conflict was inevitable.

No doubt our admirable 'first lady' did her duty  instructing
her very young daughter-in-law and overseeing the upbringing of her
grandsons there were two babies bom, little John junior in 1678,
and a Thomas two years later in 1680.

I may add that her own son Thomas and her daughter Jane
obviously continued to remain as part of the household, and still more
obviously remained entirely loyal to their mother.

I have the feeling that matters had come to a head with that
purchase of Stirrsheme, which I have already mentioned. Elizabeth,
jointly with her son Thomas, and her daughter Jane, made this
transaction in 1695. Her two grandsons would have then been in their
teens, John seventeen, and Thomas fifteen. Her son John was forty two

I imagine him, now in the prime of life, finding much to do with his
farms and woodlands and using his work, perhaps only too eagerly, as a
means of escape from any domestic conflicts in his home.
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Certainly I think this very pointed purchase of Stirrsheme by
Elizabeth and her son and daughter indicated that she intended to leave
Chelworthe. However, I can find no evidence that this actually
happened.

It would seem, in fact, that another seventeen years went by
without marked incident, until in 1712 poor little Elizabeth, John's wife,
dies and Fletching Parish Register records the death of "Elizabeth, wife
of John Awcock of Chelwood".

It is now that I begin to wonder whether Elizabeth 'the first lady'
and her son and daughter did, in fact, move to a different home 
because, in the same year, 1712, we find that John has not only lost a
wife but a brother as well, and when Thomas's death is recorded in the
Parish Register, it is entered as "Thomas Awcock OF THE BEACON".

And in the following year, when the 'first lady' herself dies, the
same place name is given and her death is also recorded as "Elizabeth
Awcock the Widow of the Beacon".

After their grandmother's death, the two grandsons, John and
Thomas, at last dare to think of marriage and I think that Thomas now
makes a home for himself in Fletching. In 1717 he marries Elizabeth
Balcombe and between 1718 and 1736 they produce seven children
of which more later.

In the meantime, John senior and John junior must have gone
quietly on at Chelworthe. Then, in 1723, 'young' John, at the age of
forty five, announced his plan to marry a lady called Susan Tanner.

The glass darkens very tantalizingly here. I cannot find Susan, or
her family I do not know where cautious John had met her not
what aged woman she was. Somehow I do not think of her as the sort of
young, pretty, inexperienced girl which John senior had brought home in 
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1675. I see this lady as buxom, jolly, a good cook and housekeeper,
keen to make her house comfortable, perhaps a widow, bringing

household possessions of her own.

I think it probable that under the Puritan austerity of the reign of
the 'first lady', domestic elegances and luxuries would not have been
encouraged..... yet only a few years later, an inventory of the house
with a description of the furnishing of every room, gives an impression
of generous and solid comfort, which could surely only have been
achieved by the sort of lady I have just described.

The kitchen, scullery and pantry were well-equipped with 17
pewter dishes and two dozen pewter plates. There were brass skilletts,
dripping pans, chafing dishes, basting ladles, chopping knives, cleavers
and skewers, pottage pots, tea kettles and water pots, and many more
items.

The two parlours, besides tables and chairs, had glass and china,
Delf and glazed ware, silver, a dozen silver spoons and pictures in glass
frames. In the study were three maps in frames, writing desk and chairs.
The bed chambers all had feather beds and curtains and chests of
drawers, and one even had a mirror.

The cellars and outhouses had barrels, tubs, stools, and in one
eight dozen glass bottles.

I think John senior, now seventy years old, rather liked his new
daughter-in-law. He was later to leave her the means of a generous life
income in his will. She had one baby boy, bom in 1725, two years after
her marriage. And, naturally, just to add to the superfluity of 'Johns' in
this story, she had to name her son John.

Three years later, John senior, now seventy five years old, made
his will. To those of us who know what was to follow, some of it 
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showed a certain presentiment of the future. Perhaps his son John had
always been delicate, perhaps there was some injury or illness which we
cannot know of, but the provisions he made should his son predecease
him were only too necessary. John junior died in 1731, a year before
John senior himself, who very, very nearly managed to complete his
eighty years.

I find I have much sympathy for old John. Fatherless from the
age of nine, he was taught duty and discipline by a high-principled but
strong and dominant mother. It was only in those young, happy days
when he fell in love with his Elizabeth that for once he found the
courage to assert himself and he brought her home to Chelworthe as his
wife. Then, sadly, seeing much of her colour and sparkle fade away
under his mother's austere regime, he threw himself into the hard work
of his farms and woods as the only way of maintaining his tolerance and
serenity. I see him as a quiet, modest, hard-working man, capable of
affection ...... in his will he speaks of his neighbour as "my loving
friend" ...... and significantly, his title, in that document is not
'gentleman', as was his father, but YEOMAN.

Although John knew that his son had predeceased him, he did
not make a fresh will as the contingency plans of the 1728 will were
apparently sufficient, namely that "all rents and profits to go towards the
education and maintenance of my grandson John Awcock, who when he
becomes twenty-one will enjoy the whole estate".

How odd that a pattern in Awcock history was to repeat itself yet
again. For the third time a fatherless little boy was left to inherit a vast
collection of properties with only his mother to bring him up. But this
time there is a difference. There is no sturdy and sensible step-father,
like a Thomas Killingbecke; and no severe Puritan first lady, to enforce
discipline. No doubt our Susan's pampering and indulgent cosseting was
fitting and welcome to an eighty year old father-in-law or to her invalid 
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husband but it was only too wrong for a little seven year old boy
who was to be trained to inherit great responsibility.

Perhaps Uncle Thomas helped, at first. But remember, he had
seven children of his own to bring up and in any case he himself died in

1742, when John was still only a teenager.

Actually Susan herself died two years before her son John came
of age. But by then the damage was done. The task of reclaiming a
weak, selfish, extravagant and dissolute character had been left too late.

In 1747, John took over all his grandfather's property. In 1748,
he married Mary Hardwick, the sixteen year old daughter of an Excise
Officer who lived in Fletching. Their only baby was a daughter, Mary,
who was bom and buried in 1750. By 1752, a fevered pursuit of cash, in
order to indulge his wild life-style meant that every acre of the Awcock
property, except Stirrsheme, had been mortgaged.

But by 1752, John had died; and Mary, his wife, perhaps
heartbroken, perhaps relieved (who knows?) had shaken the dust of
Chelworthe, indeed of Sussex, from her feet and was next found living
in Staffordshire. The inventory of Chelworthe household goods from
which I quoted a page or two back was made at this time, as John's will
left all these to his wife.

So, in what kind of turmoil now, had the Awcock properties
fallen? Fortunately, (or perhaps unfortunately), at this point we can see
through the glass with amazing clarity. There are numerous documents
and letters; enough left for us to have this period of time fairly
accurately reconstructed.

First, remember Uncle Thomas's seven children. Only four were
still alive, three daughters, two of whom were married ...... AND his
youngest son, Thomas. John's will gave £50 each to his three female 
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cousins and what was left of his mortgaged inheritance to young
Thomas, a lad of sixteen.

Once again, we can hardly imagine a less suitable recipient.
Young Thomas had been fatherless from the age of six. He was the
youngest of a big family with five older sisters to spoil him. His only
brother had died before he was bom. He could never have imagined that
he would inherit the Awcock property. He was obviously not trained for
looking after land, property or business. We know he could not even
write his own name. Probably with the usual perverseness of sixteen
year olds, he even admired the wild extravagant life-style of his cousin
John. Before he was twenty, he had contracted a secret and illegal
marriage with a girl called Sarah Kimber. He attained his majority in
1757 and then followed four years of more legal turmoil, with
mortgages, claims, counter claims and even a threatened lawsuit on
Thomas's part as he claimed an unfair advantage had been taken of him
when he was drunk! In 1761 we have a quinquepartite indenture for the
14th April giving a list of the last Awcock properties and in which
Thomas "quitclaims for himself and bars all claims of Sarah his wife".
As far as we know Thomas stayed with his Sarah and they had four
daughters, three of whom died at birth. One more little irony must be
noted. Cousin John in his will revived the title which his grandfather
had ignored. He is styled "John Awcock of Chelworthe, Gentleman".
And Thomas? Oh yes, he too, on those last documents, even on the
indenture just quoted, is styled...... Thomas Awcock of Nutley, in the
Parish of Maresfield lately called Thomas Awcock of Chelworthe,
Fletching, GENTLEMAN. So passed the LAST GENTLEMAN.

SOURCES OF MATERIAL
Wills of Richard Awcock 1606 Al 2-191.

Thomas Awcock 1620 Al 7-144.
John Awcock 1728.

Local parish registers, particularly Maresfield and Fletching.
The Hardy Documents regarding the Awcock property (including John Awcock's Will
1728).
Manor of Sheffield Court Books 1565-1666.
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NOTTS ON AWCOCK OF CHELWORTH

by P G. Lucas

(A) ThomasjH M. 1555 - Agnes DUMBRELL, sister of John DUMBRELL d. 1568.

(B)
Inherited from their}
father in 1584 }

John fl) Richard (1)
Inhams, Mayboumefteld, Cold Godmans
Rutley & Francis

Held also Budletts, Colenford
& Little Colenford

Inherited from uncle, John DUMBRELL in 1568 Perrymans Croft
John (1) d. 1585, unmarried, his properties passing to Richard (1). 

(C) Thomas (2) Inherited all the above properties from father, Richard (1).
Thomas d. 1620 Budletts, Colenford & Little Colenford were sold. Agnes & Joanna were admitted jointly to
Birchets, Inhams & Rutley which they sold (or mortgaged) to GODLEY in 1634. In 1621 his widow, Alice,
married 2nd Thomas KILLINBECK, who was appointed guardian of infant heir, John (2).

(D) John (2) First Gent' inherited Cold Godmans, Francis, Perrymans Croft & Mayboumefteld from his
father 1620. Inhams and Rutley came back into the family in 1657. John died of smallpox in 1661. His
widow, Elizabeth, lived at The Beacon until her death in 1713.

(E) John (3) Inherited from his father in 1661. In 1695 his mother, Elizabeth & her other two children Jane
& Thomas (4) purchase Messuage, smith's forge, farm lands, tenements, etc. called Stirsheme - for £240.
Thomas (4) died unmarried.

(F) John ( 41 died in 1723 in the lifetime of his father.

(G) John (5) Inherited from his grandfather John (3) in 1732, came of age in 1747. M. Mary HARDWICK
1748. Their only child, Maty, died an infant in 1750.
Will of John AWCOCK (5) gent of Chelworth - to wife, Mary: £300 & all household goods (of which we
have an Inventory).
- to cousins - Elizabeth £50 - Mary £50 - Jane £50.
- to the only survrving son of my uncle, Thomas (5), all the properties listed (which were all mortgaged).

(H) Thomas (5) Mamed Elizabeth (3) BALCOMBE in 1717, their 3 daughters and one son, John (7), all
died in infancy.
Thomas sold all the properties to Laurence BROWN in 1761.
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AWCOCK OF CHELWORTH. 1555 -1661.

Thomae (1) = Agnes DUMBRELL (A)
(....-1584) 1555 (sister of John DUHBMLL)

I »ho died 1568)
I

John fl) Richard (1) = Nary ???? (B)
d. 1585) (d. 1606 II

Thotnas(2) - Alice  Agnes Joanna (C
(....-1620) i M.2nd Thos. KILLINGBECK N. Thos. AWC0CK(3)

I (Guardian of John (2))

John(2)= Elizabeth(l) (D)
(1620-1661 I (died 1713 "widow of the Beacon")

(died of smallpox) I

John(3) = Blizabeth(2) PICKETT Jane Thomas(4) (E)
(....-1732) 1675 (....-1712) 1647-1718) (d. 1712 ''of the Beacon”)

John(4) = Susan TANNER Thomas(5) = Elizabeth(3) BALCONBE (F)
(1678-1731) 1723 (1680-1742) 1717 (....-1761)

T T T T T T+ 2 d. young
John (5) = Nary Elizabeth Mary John(6) Jane Thomas(6)=Sarah (G)

(1725-1752)1748 HARDWICK (1718-j (1727-)(1725-#)(1733-)(1736-)1756 KIMBER
1 M. Tnos. N. Fr. spinster !

Nary (b.&d.1750) ASHDOWN COOMBER !

Ann Winifred Elizabeth John(7) (H)
(1758-)(b&d 1759) (1761-1762)(1763-1764) 

# John(6) included in Will of grandfather John(3) 1728, probably died 1731.
(P.G.L.1994)
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NOTES ON MAP OF AWCOCK AND NEARBY FARMS

BY ROY SCOTT

Fig. 1 is a map of Awcock and nearby farms lying with their homesteads on
ridgeway sites. Long history has determined this farmhouse siting. A common
attraction would have been the drier ground but the ridgeways also carry tracks which
help in transport to market and bring news and small goods from itinerant tradesmen.
Two important tracks descend from the Fairplace area between Chelwood Comer and
Maskets.

The better known is the south west directed Sliders Lane track of which
Danehill readers are aware from description in Volume 3 No. 7 of this series. It is
specially notable for its straight alignment and is shown as one of the two arrow-headed
long lines in the map.

The second track serves Mark Street farm and descends almost due south past
the ancient Ulelye chapel to the Saxon site of Woolpack. Both chapel and Woolpack
were wayside features and likely to have been fed from a common track. Clear signs of
this track are still to be seen in two substantial well-aligned sections of the old coaching
road from Fletching (see Map), The coaching road itself struck sharply away from the
line of the track just short of Maskets and made for Chelwood Gate by way of
Chelwood Comer and the now lost road, north of the 'new' Beaconsfield Road. From
Masketts northward the old track passes close to the chapel site and continues
ultimately into the forest.

Both these old tracks appear to be 'Straight Tracks' in our local area and,
irrespective of 'ley-line' and mystic theory, it seems worthwhile to record whether these
local sightlines project towards highly visible features of the general landscape. The
results are intriguing and are given below:
Sliders track

NE through Stonegate to Hartfield Church
SW— with Ouse to cross to Ditchling

Markstreet track
N over Millbrook at Eglesworth through forest
S over Ouse at Fletching Mill to Lewes Gap
A feature of these two trackways is that they lie at an angle and intersect at a

point only a hundred yards or so into the forest. Neither track appears to be generally
well known and it is therefore very surprising that both tracks seem just to touch the
present south east boundary of the Vachery. Is this simply an accident or alternatively is
the Vachery boundary a true location of the Prior of Michelham's original pallisade,
which was so placed as to avoid encroachment on the already ancient trackways?
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CHFT .WOOD FARM. 1747 TO 1910

RY PHILIP LUCAS

From the earliest surviving Sheffield Manor Court records there
was a holding referred to as Cole or Cold Godmans, that being the name
used for Chelwood or Chelworth Farm, the principal holding in our area

of study.

There was probably a house on the site from an early date,
certainly for over 400 years. Sadly, the old house has gone but we have
a few records which give some idea of what it was like.

Joan Ward's article tells us about the branch of the AWCOCK
family, owners of the holding for the first 200 years or so from before
1558 to 1761. The Inventory of John AWCOCK (1) dated 1752 quoted
in the article give some idea of what his house was like. There was a
Kitchen, Hall, Great Parlour, Little Parlour, Milk House, Strong Beer
Cellar, Small Drink Room, Pantry, Scullery and Study. On the first
floor the Hall Chamber, Little Parlour Chamber, Pantry Chamber, Men's
Chamber, Maids' Chamber. Also a Wood House and a Brew House.
The sort of house suitable for a substantial yeoman farmer or a minor
'gent.'. Window Tax of 1747 (2) shows John AWCOCK paying 8s 6d
for 13 lights.

The Tithe map of 1840 and early Ordnance Survey maps show
an outline of the building and its position.

Mrs. Ivy WEEDING, a grand-daughter of Spencer BAKER, a
later tenant, can remember, as a little girl, staying with her uncle John
at Chelwood Farm. It had an oak-beamed kitchen and living room. The
large fireplace had a stout chain hanging down for the cooking pots.
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Land Tax returns from 1750 (3) fill in the picture. Mr. John
AWCOCK (5) paying the Tax from the first year until his death two
years later. John GODLEY pays 1753-57. He was probably a tenant.
Thomas AWCOCK (6) who had inherited the mortgaged property pays
for 1758.

From 1750-79 the Tax return shows the name of the person
paying the tax, either the owner or the tenant. From 1780 onwards both
owner and occupier are shown. By 1780 we can see that the owner was
John NEWNHAM Esq., from Maresfield Park. Chelwood Farm had
become part of a country gentleman's estate. NEWNHAM may have
purchased the property soon after the sale by Thomas AWCOCK to
Laurence BROWN in 1761.

From the first Land Tax return the property is described as
Chelwood and Maynards. The latter is probably part of the lands which
had belonged to Abraham MAYNARD (see Perrymans Hill project
DPHS magazine Volume 3 No. 7) including Allens Farm and Bryans
Wood. The rateable value of the combined holdings was £23.

For the period 1770-1822 there is an additional holding included
called 'Balcombes' with a rateable value of £8. By 1780 the property is
described as Chelwood, Maynards and Balcombes. At one stage there is
a combined value of £31 on the joint holdings. By 1825 the reference is
to Chelwood Farm with a value of £28; probably one part was sold off.

Ownership of the farm with the rest of the Maresfield Park
Estate passes to Sir John SHELLY on the 1816 Tax return. William
WELLER was the tenant from 1759-81. He also paid for Allens 1776-
70. The two following tenants each stayed for five years - William
RICHARDSON 1782-87 and William HARMER 1788-94. The next
tenant had a much longer stay. William WOOD was there for the period
1795-1813. History repeated itself with his widow, Jane WOOD 
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running the farm for 14 years from 1814-29, succeeded by their son,

John, until after 1841.

John WOOD brings us up to modem records. The Tithe Map of
1840 shows him in occupation of the farm. On the 1841 Census he was
aged 60, a farmer with four male and two female servants living in the

house.

The 1851 Census shows the next tenant, his family and farm

workers at Chelwood:
Edward HOBBS 60 Head Farmer

Hannah 59 wife bom Maresfield

John 27 son bom Newick

James 24 son bom Fletching

Ellen 18 dau. bom Fletching
Richard HATFIELD 19 svt Ag. Lab. bom Fletching
Benjamin STREETER 1<? svt Ag. Lab. bom Fletching

Ten years later and there was another widow running the farm:
1861 Census Chelwood Farm house:

Hannah HOBBS 70 widow farming 100 acres
employing three men and one boy.

John 37 son unmarried
James 34 son unmarried
Ellen 28 dau. unmarried.
Richard RUSSELL 54 ag.lab. unmarried bom Maresfield.
Stephen WOOD 16 ag.lab. bom Woolwich, Surrey.

Hannah did not live long after the Census was taken. Kelly's
Directory of 1862 shows - Hannah HOBBS, widow, (executors of),
farmer, Chelwood Farm.

Our project for April 1984 was a study of some local families.
In our magazine (Volume 2 No. 7), I attempted to give details of the
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James Albert 2 mths son bom Fletching.

various BAKER families in the parish. John BAKER, bom in 1810, and
his son Spencer were tenants for more than 40 years. At the time of the
1861 Census John BAKER was at Smalls Farm, Chelwood Gate. By
1871 he was at Chelwood Farm.

John BAKER 61 farmer bom Horsted Keynes
employing 3 men.

Spencer 19 son bom Danehill.
Ellen 16 dau. bom Danehill.
Elizabeth 13 dau. bom Danehill.

1878 Kelly's shows: BAKER, John, farmer Chelwood Farm.

By the 1881 Census the entry shows for Chelwood House or
Farm:

Spencer BAKER 29 farmer of 102 acres
employing 1 man & 1 boy.

Susan 28 wife bom Slaugham.
John 5 son bom Fletching.
Ernest 3 son bom Fletching.
Spencer 1 son bom Fletching.
Annie BAKER 14 niece general servant domestic

bom Brixham.
Henry MORLEY 29 farm servant bom Cuckfield.

Also living in part of the house were:
James FRANCIS 28 bricklayer journeyman

bom Fletching.
Laura Ann 25 wife bom Canada.

The one year old baby Spencer was one of the local men killed
in the 1914-18 World War, a Lieutenant serving in the Canadian Army.
Had he emigrated to Canada because of a link with Laura Ann Francis?
The Roll of Honour in All Saints Church, Danehill shows that his 
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parents Spencer and Susan BAKER were then living at Forest Farm,

Chelwood Gate.

A suitable time to finish our research is in 1910 when a survey
was made of all properties in the land. This was for the purpose of a
new tax which, in fact, was never levied. The survey shows that there

were many changes in the area.

Chelwood Farm, house and buildings with 72 acres of land, was
owned by J. A. AMPS of Ashdown House, Danehill, who had probably
purchased from the estate of Lady SHELLY of Maresfield Park. The
occupier of the farm was John BAKER, a son of Spencer, the previous
tenant. The old farm house was still standing.

In addition to the old farm house, home of a succession of
AWCOCKS described as 'gentlemen', three large country residences had
been built on the lands they had once held. There had been many

changes.

Improvements to roads and the building of the railways made the
countryside accessible to people with the necessary wealth to build
themselves suitable country residences. These new houses would dwarf
the farm house which was the home of an eighteenth century farmer
who was styled as a 'gent.'. The owners did not expect to earn their
livelihood from their lands. For them the countryside was a source of
pleasure and sporting opportunities. They certainly expected to be
described as 'gentlemen and ladies', and they brought a great deal of
wealth and employment to the area.

CHELWOOD BEACON, described in the article by Diana Curta,
was built on the site of Beacon Farm in 1874 by Mr. WORMOLD. By
1910 it was owned and occupied by Sir Harry CLARKE JERVOICE,
Bart.
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CHELWOOD CORNER, built on part of Chelwood Farm lands
by Mr. Llewellyn MIDGLEY before 1910 when the survey shows him as
owner and occupier of the house and 10 acres of the lands of Chelwood
Farm.

CHAPELWOOD MANOR, largest of the three houses, was built
for Lady BRASSEY with its distinctive 'dovecot' lodge house built close
to the old lane leading to Chelwood Farm. This was not built on land
which had belonged to the AWCOCKS. Lady BRASSEY was shown as
the owner in 1910.

John BAKER, tenant of Chelwood Farm, moved to South Park
Farm, Forest Row, in 1915. A search through Electoral Registers (6)
shows that there were a number of different tenants in occupation of the
old farm house. The farm latter came into the ownership of Mr. H. R.
Burrows ABBEY, who followed Mr. Llewellyn MIDGLEY at Chelwood
Comer.

In 1926 two estate cottages, known as Chelwood Comer
Cottages, were built alongside the old lane. At some time before 1931,
the old Chelwood farm house had disappeared. It has been suggested
that it was burnt down in 1928. This we have not been able to prove and
would welcome any information about the fate of the old house. By
1931 a very handsome pair of cottages had been built on a nearby site
and over the parish boundary. Timber, bricks and other materials
salvaged from the old farm house were used in their construction.

Social changes since the Second World War have made large
houses expensive and difficult to maintain. The two built on the old
Awcock lands are no longer family homes. Chelwood Beacon has been
a home for the elderly since 1948. Chelwood Comer is now a Nursing
Home.
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The old farm lane is still a public footpath. Take a walk along it
to see the site of the old farm house and some of its structure
incorporated in the new cottages which replaced it. Amongst the range
of large, modem agricultural buildings of Chelwood Farm on both sides
of the footpath is a building with some old stonework visible. It is
possible that this had belonged to the 'gent.' John Awcock whose
Inventory of 1752 tells us so much about his home, his possessions and
the farm his family had owned and occupied for so many years.

Sources Used:

(1) ESRO - Inventory of John Awcock - W/Inv. 3052.
(2) ESRO - Window Tax 1747 - D 472 (LT Misc.).
(3) ESRO - Fletching Land Tax.
(4) ESRO - Fletching Tithe Map.
(5) ESRO - 1910 survey - ERV/1/14.
(6) ESRO - Electoral Rolls for Fletching and Maresfield.

Also Used:
Census Returns for the years shown.
Kelly's Directories for the years shown.
ESRO - Fletching Poor Rate Books - P/329/1/36.
ESRO - Uckfield Rural District Rate Books 1933-1956 - DW/C13/5.
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LAND TAX:
TAX PAID BY: VALUE.

1750-52 Mr. John Awcock £23.
1753-57 John Godley £23.
1758 Thomas Awcock £23.
1759-81 William Weller £25.

OCCUPIER OWNER VALUE.
1780-1816 John Newnham Esq. £31.
1782-87 Wm. Richardson
1788-94 Wm. Harmer
1795-1813 Wm. Wood £32.
1814-28 Mrs. Wood (Jane) £28.
1816-31 Sir John Shelly
1829-31 John Wood £28.

Rental Value and Names of Holdings.
1750 Chelwood and Maynards £23.

1759 Chelwood and Maynards £25.

1767 Chelwood and Maynards £25.

Allens £3.10.

1770 Chelwood and Maynards £25.

Balcombes £8.

Allens £3.10

1776 Chelwood and Maynards £25.

Balcombes £8.

1777 Chelwood and Maynards £25.

Balcombes £6.

1780 Chelwood, Maynards and Balcombes £31.

1806 Chelwood, Maynards and Balcombes £32.

1814 Chelwood, Maynards and Balcombes £32.

1823 Chelwood Woodlands £28.

1825 Chelwood Farm £28.

1826 Chelwood Land £28.
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BEACON FARM

BY DIANA CURTA

The residential home for the elderly known as Chelwood Beacon
is a comparatively recent enterprise. The present day house and garden
occupy only a small portion of the original Beacon Farm. Probably part
of the original farm house has been incorporated into the houses now
known as Beacon Cottage and Forestside. Beacon Cottage is a
particularly interesting building and had the unusual advantage of a well
inside the house.

The owner/occupier of the original Beacon Farm in 1713 was
Widow Awcock (1) (see Joan Ward's article). The farm was originally
in the royal manor of Maresfield and owners/occupiers of the farm lands
can be traced back to the mid sixteenth century.

From Land Tax Assessments we know something of Beacon
Farm in the eighteenth century. In the reign of George LU land tax was
four shillings in the pound. From 1777, when one John Wheeler was
paying £17 3 s 8d for the Beacon, the amount of tax remained constant;
so that in 1805 this same amount was paid by Thomas Beard.

Houses and particularly farms were not always occupied by their
owners, but James Elliot both owned and lived there from 1811 until
1823. Thereafter it was owned by the Rev. Francis Sewell who also had
a number of other local properties. In 1840 William Gander was living
on the farm and paying an annual rent of £10 for the seventy seven
acres.

Much of the acreage was arable and plantations, but there were
also woodlands, pasture meadows, hop gardens and an orchard.
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Beaconsfield Road had been constructed in 1864; after the
Enclosure Act allowed plots of land in Chelwood Common to be sold
for building. The road facilitated transport and the area became more

desirable.

In 1875 the whole estate divided into various lots was put up for

sale by Turner and Rudge.

Partinnlars of Sale 22nd June 1875, in London.

T nt 1 The Reac.on & Braeherrv Hatch 77a, 2r & .31 p

77 2 31

Plan No. 1 wood & stream plantation etc. 12 0 28

2 wood & stream plantation etc. 3 1 31

3 pasture pasture 2 23

4 pasture pasture 1 2 22

5 cottage & garden 2 24

6 pasture pasture 1 2 8

7 arable arable 1 10

8 Beacon wood wood 6 3 24

9 Bam Field arable 8 1 6

10 Beacon House
Bldgs, orchard & gardens 2 0 23

11 Wood Field arable 7.1.23

12 Plantation & Pasture 1.0.24

13 Home Meadow meadow 5.0.20
14 Hop Garden Field arable 8.0. 4
15 Plot pasture 0 2 20
16 Footpath Field arable 5 3 38
17 Fair Place Field arable 42 8
18 Vetchery Mead meadow 2 2 14
19 Banky? Field arable 4 0 77
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Farm house containing large kitchen and parlour, wash house, dairy, 4
bedrooms and attics. A well and never failing supply of pure spring
water; out buildings, cottage, garden, orchard. Possessing very valuable
rights to extensive adjoining Common Land.

Offers a charming site for the erection of a gentleman's residence. The
Crawley & Horsham Fox Hounds hunt the country.
[Sold for £1,970],

The existing house was built after the sale by Turner and Rudge.

By 1886, Edward Wormold owned 'the gentleman's residence'.
He not only lived there but took an active part in village life. He was,
for example, vice-president of the Danehill Horticultural Society and he
and his wife attended the annual shows which were usually held at
alternate years at Danehurst (now St. Raphaels Nursing Home) and
Woodgate (now Cumnor House School). His philanthropic works
included the building of the mission church at Chelwood Gate with a
reading and recreation room. The plaque commemorating this event is
clearly visible on the building today. An article in the parish magazine
in 1897 thanks Mr. Wormold for his gift and notes that Mr. Wormold
had undertaken to pay the wages of a caretaker. Users of the room had
to pay a small subscription in order to benefit from the facilities offered.
There were sixteen members that year in Chelwood Gate and thirty
members for the Danehill reading room (which was given by the Hardys
of Danehurst).

After the Wormolds, the Beacon was owned by Sir Harry Clarke
Jervoise for a few years and then by the Earl and Countess of
Donoughmore.

Richard Walter John Hely-Hutchinson, Earl of Donoughmore
had married Elena Maria from Battle Abbey. They moved to Chelwood
Gate from Battle but also possessed a London home and an estate of 
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12,000 acres at Knockloty, near Clonmel, Tipperary. They would spend
part of each year at Chelwood Beacon, their residence there frequently
coinciding with local activities such as the East Grinstead tennis week.
There was a hard tennis court at The Beacon - quite a rare thing early

this century.

Mr. & Mrs. Turner, who still live in Chelwood Gate, remember
playing tennis there with Mr. & Mrs. Greenings. Mr. Greenings was the
head gardener at The Beacon and he had married the nanny of the

household.

There were many boys employed to help in the gardens. The
stone house still stands where they all slept. The gardener not only
supplied the house with flowers but the church too. Before the war a
summer fete was always held at The Beacon.

In winter too there were house parties and Mrs. Turner
remembers being taken to see the ladies from the 'big house' skating on

the ponds in their long dresses.

One story related to me concerns the Earl and his duties in the
House of Lords. From 1911 for several years he was Chairman of
Committees in the House of Lords. In order to be able to find his car
easily in the dark when leaving the House, he had a glass cockerel on it
which the chauffeur would illuminate at the appropriate time.

Now of course few houses of that size stay as individual homes.
Some are divided, some have a change of use; such is the case of
Chelwood Beacon.

I should like to put on record my thanks to Mrs. E. Turner and
Mr. E. Bumham for their help.
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The Parish of Danehill was carved out of the North part of the Parish of
Fletching and a small portion of Horsted Keynes in the mid-nineteenth
century. Therefore, our early history also covers material from these
other two parishes.

We hold a regular meeting each month, taking the form either of a talk,
or a visit to places of local historic interest. We run a research group
which meets regularly to prepare information for the annual project. We
meet for walks round areas of local interest on the third Sunday of each
month. A lending library is run for the use of our members. Card
indexes of information compiled are also available for researchers, as
are copies of many documents of local historic interest. Exhibitions are
mounted from time to time. We maintain links and are in touch with
other archaeological and local history societies in Sussex.

This magazine is published three times a year. It is available from local
shops - Danehill Stores - Walders Stores at Chelwood Gate - Maynards
Butchers at Horsted Keynes - The Post Office at Fletching - Graham
Smiths Butchers at Fletching. It is also available via a postal
subscription service, or is on sale at our monthly meetings.

Coach trips are organised approximately twice a year to places of
historic interest further afield.

WHY NOT COME TO ONE OF OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS?
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS MOST WELCOME. WE HOPE YOU
WILL DECIDE TO JOIN OUR SOCIETY.

DANJLH.il


The success of this magazine depends on the members of the Society.
We would like any local information which you may come across -
articles, photos, postcards, news clippings, reminiscences.
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President: Mrs. Margaret Holt.

Vice President: Mr. Derek Rawlings.
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Christopher Fields, Church Lane, Danehill.
Tel. 0825 790756

Treasurer: Mrs. J. Roscoe
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The front cover illustration is copied from an old postcard dated
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White House' on the left and the new part added to the old
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Copyright for any article or illustration reproduced in this magazine
belongs to the contributors.

WHY 'THE RED LION’ BECAME 'THE WHITE
HOUSE'

by Hylda Rawlings

'The White House', situated on the east side of the
A275 in the centre of Danehill village, is one of the oldest
and most interesting houses in the parish. A short
description of it's history and architecture has already
been published in our magazine <1) t but for the benefit of
new members there follows a brief outline 'to set the
scene'.

This dwelling was originally a 'hall house' built in
c.1450 with four acres of land attached. The original
house had no ceiling or upper storey. Heating was by a
wood fire in the centre of the room; the smoke ascending
to the roof rafters before finally escaping through small
(purpose-made) apertures at each end of the roof. Today
the massive roof rafters in the old part of the house are
still streaked and blackened with soot from the smoke of
those ancient wood fires.

Over the centuries living conditions gradually
became more comfortable. First, a chimney was
constructed and then, with the smoke contained therein,
an upper storey could be inserted with a ladder or
staircase access. Window glass replaced the old wooden
shutters. The exterior of the timber-framed building was
encased in brick. In the late 18th or early 19th century a
new and imposing front was added making the spacious
and attractive house we see today.
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Giles Moore, the Rector of Horsted Keynes
between the years 1655 and 1679, tells us quite a lot
about this house in his Journal <2>. It was then being used
as a farmhouse and also as an Inn. The landlord and
occupier was William Lin. He paid tithes to the Rector for
some of the farm lands he used in Horsted Keynes Parish.

The Rev. Giles Moore would ride to the Danehill
inn to collect newspapers, books and other goods
delivered there from London. He sometimes had a
refreshing drink there before he and his horse tackled the
return journey along the winding precipitous road from
Danehill to Horsted Keynes. The road was typical of the
majority of thoroughfares in the Sussex Weald. In a wet
winter the ruts would be so sticky and deep that it was
impossible for even a light wheeled vehicle to traverse the
road. In summer, baked under a hot sun, the ruts in the
heavy clay would be just as deep and as hard as iron.
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Wealden travellers usually walked or rode a horse. The
good Rector's books and goods arrived at William Lin's
house on the backs of pack-horses. Oxen, which are
sturdier than horses, were extensively used by Sussex
farmers to draw the plough or the farm cart.

The inn at Danehill, conveniently situated beside
the road from London to Brighton, seems to have been
well-used and established when Giles Moore patronised it.
After King Charles I was beheaded in 1648, Oliver
Cromwell's newly appointed Justices of the Peace soon
decided that there were far too many inns and alehouses
in England and a large number of them had their licences
withdrawn and were forcibly closed. Sussex was no
exception. Two alehouses out of four were forcibly closed
at Lindfield <3). ’The King's Head' at Chailey Cross-roads
only survived because so many residents pleaded with the
Justices to allow it to continue <4>. William Lin must have
convinced the magistrates that he kept an orderly house
used for meetings on parish affairs by the local
community. It was also a convenient and respectable
house which offered good food and lodging for travellers.
He succeeded in keeping his inn open throughout that
troubled period. Did he and his customers drink a loyal
toast when Charles II was crowned in 1660?

We have found very little documentary evidence to
show the impact of the Civil War on the everyday life of
the local people. In the Quarter Session records of this
period there are a few instances of the local justices
binding people in our village to live peaceably with their
neighbours <5), but whether disputes arose from differing
political opinions, over property, or just a clash of
personalities, is not made clear.
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The Rev. Giles Moore had strong Royalist
convictions. In the year 1656 he wrote on page 2 of his
Journal (in Latin - as a defence against prying eyes?) "A
Just God will surely not allow the present regime to
continue for long..... The Death of Charles the Just was
virtually my own death..... You may yet see Charles, true
successor of Charles the First, on the Throne".

Four years later he wrote (in English) "24th of May
1660. This being the Thanksgiving day for the admission
of King Charles II, I gave the ringers 3/- and I afterwards
gave 3 lbs of powder to the parish on theyr rejoycing day
3/-, I also gave to the parish boys towards theyr buying a
drum 9d".

William Lin and his successors appear to have
kept an inn or a public house going through good times or
bad until the year 1800. This was a bad time. Sussex
was once again in a state of tumult. Now Napoleon
Bonaparte was the bogey man. Mothers silenced their
fretful children by "Hush! Hush or Boney will come and get
you". The county was crammed with soldiers placed there
to foil a landing by the French on the coast of Sussex. In
March 1798 Napoleon had amassed a huge fleet and an
invasion seemed imminent. Then he turned his attention
to Egypt and there was now an uneasy lull <6>. The
soldiers in Sussex were bored and restless. The local
population was irritated by their presence, yet afraid of the
consequences if their protection was withdrawn.

Supplying food and shelter for the troops was
another problem. The military authorities had drawn up a
list of inns and alehouses and calculated the number of
officers, men and horses that could be billeted in each of
them.
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It is against this background that another chapter in
the story of the public house at Danehill was written and
was, most fortunately, preserved rt).

"Sussex.
William Legge of the Red Lyon Dane Hill in the Parish of
Fletching on his Oath Deposes that he keeps a Small
Public House at Dane Hill aforesaid & that he has been for
some time past so severely oppressed by the billeting of
Soldiers to the Number of 25 at a time which have been
sent to him from Uckfield on a March as an adjacent place
altho upwards of 8 Miles distant, in so much that not being
able any longer to support such an Expence or provide for
the Soldiers in such a Situation he has been obliged to
decline Keeping a Publick House of which he gave Notice
to the Constable on Saturday the 12th Inst. Nevertheless
a Corporal & 11 Men of the 13th Regiment of Foot came
to his House on the Monday following with billets from the
same Constable who finding that the sd Wm Legge no
longer kept open his House or had provided for them, they
broke open the principal Door of the House &
notwithstanding he the sd Wm Legge requested they
would not make a disturbance as his Wife was lately
brought to Bed nevertheless the Corporal followed by
some of the Men forced their way up Stairs greatly
terrified his sd Wife who has since been very much
indisposed in consequence thereof, repeatedly struck the
sd Wm Legge pushing their bayonets against his Side
Swearing they would run him thro' the Body, & Knocked
down & repeatedly Struck William Welfare then, & at
another time when he came to his assistance, and also
threatened & assault'd George Colvin Headborough who
also came to his assistance & the sd Corporal & Eleven
Men then seized him the sd William Legge & carried him a 
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Prisoner 7 Miles thro' the Country pressing him forward
with their Bayonets assaulting & insulting every Person
endeavouring to come near him & particularly Wm
Comber, Farmer & Tipler not suffering him to speak to
anybody & refusing to carry him to go before Lord
Sheffield the Magistrate residing within 2 Miles of Dane
Hill aforesaid & thro' whose Park they carried him in the
manner above described, & as they forced him along with
their Bayonets close to his Body threatened they would
run them thro' him. And in that manner carried him to
Majersfield <9> & refused to take any billets from the
Constable & forced him to give them three Guineas with
many imprecations & then dismissed him Swearing they
would keep him a Prisoner till he did pay them the Money.

Sworn before me this
16 April 1800

(signed) Sheffield (signed) Wm Legg"
REF:SPKA2714

Between 1367 and 1906 it was enacted that any
person who suspected a crime had been committed, who
feared a breach of public order, or believed himself
unlawfully used, had the right of access to a Justice in his
county or shire 0°).

The magistrate would take a sworn statement from
the informer, summon the accused and any witnesses
before him and take evidence (on oath) from them. He
would then decide either to dismiss the case or commit

e accused to remain in custody until their trial, or bind
e accused, the accuser and witnesses, in a sum of

money (they also had to find two additional sureties) that 
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they would appear at the Quarter Sessions (or in serious
cases Assizes) when the trial took place.

We do not know the outcome of this case. Lord
Sheffield was an experienced Military Officer as well as a
Justice of the Peace. He might have decided the soldiers
should be disciplined by their own Officers. They would
certainly have been dealt with most severely for such a
flagrant assault on unarmed civilians, even allowing for
their frustration in that, after an eight mile march, they
found the public-house door barred and no food, drink or
shelter provided for them. The Constable would also
have been ordered to come before Lord Sheffield who
would, no doubt, have expressed his opinion of his
conduct and incompetence.

Whether William Legg or anyone else re-opened
The Red Lion as a public-house again has not been
ascertained. The new front was added to the building
either just prior to or about the year 1800. It may be that
from then on it was used solely as a farm house, but still
retained its old name of 'The Red Lion'. Certainly the
Fletching census return for 1841 shows William Browning
as the owner and occupier of The Red Lion and he is
described as a Farmer (11>. William Browning died in the
year 1856.

'The Red Lion' was purchased by Henry White,
who was then trading as a Grocer and Draper at
'Fairwaters' Danehill. This is the timber-framed house
now called 'The Forge' at the top of Freshfield Lane.
Henry White transferred is business across the road to
'The Red Lion' which was then a private, not a public,
house <12).
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The old 'Red Lion' name now fell into disuse as
more and more people referred to the grocery and drapery
business as "White's House". Hence it's name today:
'The White House'.

The name 'The Red Lion' was chosen by a public­
house 1.5 miles to the north of the old one at Chelwood
Gate. So today the parish of Danehill has a Red Lion and
a White House.
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CRICKETING CALAMITIES AS CLUES

By Brian Phillips

370 years ago, a game of cricket at Horsted
Keynes was to engage the solemn attention of judicial
authority. This chance has enabled historians to study not
only the tragic incident investigated, but also several
features of the sport.

The venue was Horsted Green, the date 28th
August 1624. Edward Tye was batting; Jasper Vinall, a
24 year old, was among the fielders. Both were
husbandmen from West Hoathly, playing here perhaps it
was a convenient focal point for much of their home
parish. Since they were in opposing teams, it was more
probably informal play between friends than a match
between villages.

Tye hit the ball up, Vmall chased in for a catch, Tye
attempted a second hit but failed to see his adversary
close by and instead connected his bat with Vinall,
presumably on the head. Jasper Vinall remained injured
for two weeks, before dying on 10th September. Two
days later, Edward Raynes the coroner held the inquest at
West Hoathly, so Vinall would have been taken home.
There was no suggestion of anything except an accident,
and the verdict was death by misadventure.

In those circumstances, it is odd that the case was
enrolled with those of Assize trials (Public Record Office,
Chancery Lane ASSI 35/67/8, m68). Coroners' inquests
from this period were generally filed on rolls of King's
Bench Ancient Indictments (PRO KB 9 class). Perhaps
one of the clerks was a cricket fan and seized an 
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opportunity to retain this forerunner of a match report!
Also curious, perhaps sinister, was the inclusion on the
inquest jury of one Thomas Tye, surely related to the killer
batsman.

Dr. Roy Hunnisett has examined this episode
closely. One point of cricketing interest is Edward Tye's
effort to hit the ball a second time. Nowadays, this is a
cause of dismissal unless the bat is held passively to
defend the stumps from the ball. Before 1744 it was
generally accepted as fair play, hence the later law
explicitly citing this expedient as a way of getting out.
Perhaps obstructing the field has its origin in a similar
reform, for that is what Tye was doing, unintentionally or
not, to the unfortunate Vinall.

Dr. Hunnisett also concludes the bat was a fairly
flimsy staff, valued at a mere halfpenny and because it
was wielded with one hand. This may be a rash
assumption, as batsmen today often finish an extravagant
improvised stroke in this fashion. If Tye's fatal flourish
stretched his bat to the uttermost, it was thus more likely
the luckless fielder Vinall would have been within danger
range. A cricket bat also inflicted a mortal head wound at
Selsey in 1647.

His identification of a hard handball is surer,
because cricket would otherwise be a much different
game. Such a ball resulted in death playing trap ball at
Easeboume near Midhurst on 14th April 1612.

The furious pace of players running to field and
score is another established cause of risk. John Boots
was killed thus on impact with his batting partner at
Newick in May 1737, and there was another fatal collision 
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between a Sussex pair of batsmen at Petersfield the
following month. In the recent past there was a far less
serious injury in a cup match to Dermot Reeve, the
Warwickshire captain formerly of Sussex. While batting
he ran blindly into the opposing wicketkeeper’s chest.
Reeve's helmet, a safeguard in the professional game, on
this occasion magnified his concussion through which he
continued batting, without recall, for several overs.

Spectators and other non-participants were
adjudged vulnerable even in the seventeenth century.
The playing of cricket in Boxgrove churchyard in 1622
(regularly commemorated today by the West Sussex
Archives Society) prompted action in the archdeaconry
court for several reasons. Such venues were evidently
then favoured for the game in the Chichester area.

A churchyard provided a convenient bounded
playing area. Mostly uninterrupted by other activity, and
before the age of stone memorials outside the church
graves presented few obstacles. Nevertheless, such
practices infringed the seventh of the Thirty-Nine Articles,
play during service time exacerbated the offence, there
was fear for the church windows and specifically for a
small child to have her brains beaten out with a cricket
bat. The players therefore were somewhat intermingled
with other people either watching or ignoring the game.
Like Jasper Vinall, the three arraigned Boxgrove
cricketers were in their twenties rather than youths, and
were all sons of the churchwardens, which presumably
added further disgrace.

By the time of the tithe map in 1842, Uckfield's
'Cricket Field' had become arable land and so it is
imorobable that sport continued there, especially in 
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summer. Cricket seems to have thrived with pastoral
agriculture, where wicket gates were surmounted with
bails, herders used the crooked staff or cricce and there
were slack interludes between intense work requiring
amusement.

Various games use sticks to hit a small ball in order
to defend other sticks in the ground and to run, including
bat-and-trap and South-East England's regional speciality
stoolball. It would be interesting to determine how some
adopted running back and forth and others running around
a circuit, such as baseball, rounders and softball. Before
games became organised over wide areas and thus more
formal, all sorts of variants must have been played here
and there. When something went wrong to attract official
scrutiny and thus mention in permanent docurrTnts, there
is a rare opportunity to glimpse the state of piay behind
the momentary drama.
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A CHRONICLE OF SHEFFIELD PARK

Compiled from our Archives

Before written records were made there was a
small Anglo-Saxon settlement in the Upper Ouse Valley.
Sheep must have grazed there for the Normans record
the estate in the Domesday book as "Sifelle" meaning the
Sheep Field. It was a very small estate. In William I's
day, there was c.720 acres of land, a [water] mill, five
villagers and nine small-holders (each representing a
family). William, after the Conquest, gave the estate to
his half-brother Robert de Montain, Earl of Cornwall.

Through the following centuries the estate passed
into the hands of some of the greatest and most important
families in England. Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester,
The Lords de la Warr, Sir Thomas Sackville, Lord High
Treasurer of England, The Lords Bergavenny, and then
back into the hands of the de la Warr family, after John
1st Earl of De La Warr married in 1744 the Dowager Lady
Anne Bergavenny.

Sometime during the early period a medieval house
was built on the estate and the surrounding land was
securely fenced and became a deer park. The medieval
house was later pulled down and a great Tudor house
built on part of the foundations of the old house.

The history of the present 'Sheffield Park House'
(formerly called Sheffield Place) and the National Trust
Garden 'Sheffield Park' began in the year 1769, when
John Baker Holroyd (later to become the 1st Earl of
Sheffield) bought the estate for the sum of £30,000 from
the 2nd Earl of De La Warr. The house (which was not 
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