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DABEHILL & CHELWOOD GATE ID 1600

by D.S. Rawlings

If we could be transferred back in time to 1600, how much
of the parish would we recognize? To start with, the
parish itself did not exist; not being created until the
19th century out of the north west part of Fletching, and
a smaller part of Horsted Keynes which formed the south
west section of the parish lying either side of Freshfield
and Horsted Lanes. None the less, sufficient data is
available to enable us to form a picture of what the area
later to become the Parish of Danehill was like and how it
differed from the present day.

Firstly there were far fewer houses and the papulation was
only about 200, compared with 1,600 today. I have
identified 33 houses standing in the parish in 1600, of
which six have been completely demolished. Of the
remainder, all have been altered, mostly extended, though
some such as Danehill Stores and Moaps Farm, have been
completely rebuilt on the same site. The former was
originally a forge standing in the middle of Danehill
village green and was built about 1700. There would also
have been other houses, but the dwellings of the poorest
sections of the community were so flimsy and badly built
that no trace is left of them and they were too
unimportant economically to have been mentioned in the
documents which have survived. Below these again would
have been the shelters of the vagrants and bands of
vagabonds which were a feature of Tudor society, and who
would have found the commons and open spaces places of
refuge.

Virtually all the settled population would have been
engaged in agriculture, though many would have had a
second craft or trade, often connected with the woodlands
which then, as now, were a prominent feature of the land­
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scape. The soil is poor and the smaller farmers could
manage no more than a poor subsistence from the land
Hence they were also beerhouse keepers, shoemakers, broom­
makers, etc. One advantage of this two-trade system was
that when there was a bad harvest, although the local
economy slowed down, there was another income to help tide
them over until the next summer.

Wood was the universal Vealden material used for all types
of buildings, from houses to sheds. It was used to burn
the clay for bricks which, as an alternative to local
stone, were used to build the chimneys then being inserted
into the open-hall houses when an upper floor was put in.
Chimneys were also being incorporated into the new two-
storeyed houses. On a smaller scale, wood was used for
furniture, fences, hurdles, barrels, buckets and brooms
etc. It provided the logs for the fire and the faggot
stacks (brushwood) used to heat the brick ovens were a
feature besides every farm and cottage. The bark from oak
trees was also used for tanning. There were two local
tanyards, one in Danehill and one at Horsted Keynes.

Over and above this, wood was converted into charcoal for
the local iron industry. There was a furnace for smelting
iron at what is now Horsted Keynes Mill, Forges, with
their giant hammers driven by water power, used to convert
the cast iron into malleable iron, for example at
Freshfield Mill Farm near Freshfield Bridge, on what is
now Sheffield Park Railway Station on the Bluebell Line,
and at the site of the old Fletching Mill across the road
from Fletching Mill Farm. The Buckhurst Terrier refers to
"The corn mill, wheat mill and malt mill, newly built ...
upon the decaied Ironworkes at Sheffield" and also to the
brewhouse at Sheffield "now used for the making of nails".
The ironworks or furnace had become Sheffield Mill, whilst
Sheffield referred to the manor house now Sheffield Place.
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By comparing it with the present day, I estimate that as
much as 4% of the enclosed land (that is, about 600 acres)
in 1600 was woodland. In so far as the land was copyhold,
the profits from the woodlands went to the Lord of the
Manor. The Custom of Horsted-Broadhurst Manor was that
timber was the property of the Lord c1’ and the Custom of
Sheffield Manor was that no copyhold tenant shall cut down
any oak, beech or ash growing upon any of their copyhold
land upon pain of forfeiture of his estates. 52Between
them the two Manors covered 95% of Danehill. It is
interesting that Sheffield did not mention sweet chestnut
or hornbeam, both of which are coppiced from stools
(chestnut mainly for fencing and hornbeam for charcoal and
cog-wheels for wind- and water-mills).

In the Court Books of Horsted-Broadhurstthere are
numerous entries of permission being given to the
Customary tenants of Stoaches Farm, which lies just
outside the parish in Freshfield Lane, to cut down a
number of specified trees to use some for repairs and to
sell the remainder, subject to one half of the proceeds
being paid to the Lord of the Manor.

For freehold land, the profit accrued to the holder.
However, in Danehill, 43% of all freehold land was held by
known non-residents of the parish, including two of the
largest woods, Wheelers Wood (80 acres) and Buttocks Bank
(36 acres). Such holders would have leased their land to
tenants and it was usual for such leases to reserve timber
to the landlord. No doubt some of the tenants would have
worked the woodlands on their farms for their landlords
and would have been paid for their efforts.

In the same way as woodlands, iron ore (mine as it was
then called) was often reserved to the landlords.
However, Charles Howard, second son of Lord Howard of
Effingham of Armada fame, held the manor house of
Sheffield, 500 acres of land, the mill and ironworks, 
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under a lease from Lord Buckhurst which reserved the wood
and sporting rights but specifically excluded ore and
mine,,:2’

In Danehill the main source of iron ore was in the narrow
band of Wadhurst Clay which surfaces at the base of
Danehill on its east and south sides.

This Wadhurst Clay was also used for marling, a primitive
form of fertilising the fields. The clay was broken into
small lumps, scattered over the fields and left to be
broken down by the frost. The natural goodness in the
clay, which was also slightly limey, was supposed to
improve the land. This process, however, was so time­
consuming that it was said that a good farmer could only
marl all his fields once in his working life.

One of the great differences from the modern landscape was
the amount of common or unenclosed land that there was in
1600 and the use that was made of it. All that we now
know as Chelwood Gate and Chelwood Common, from the pale
of the Forest as far south as Danehill School, was
unenclosed, as well as several other parcels in the rest
of the parish. In all, there were about 600 acres of
unenclosed land (the same acreage as for woodland). The
remaining 900 acres were farmland.

These areas of unenclosed common belonged to the Lord of
the Manor but the tenants of the Manor, both freehold and
copyhold, had the right to graze their animals on them and
take firewood from them. These common rights were an
important part of the agricultural system and the driving
of cattle on and off the common would have been an
everyday occurrence. Especially for the small farmer, the
right to let his cattle graze on the common whilst his
enclosed pasture was rested would have been of great
value.
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The appearance of the commons would have been somewhat
different to what we see today. There would have been
more mature trees, reserved for the Lord of the Manor,
though cattle would have grazed and browsed under them,
The more open parts would have been devoid of the scrub
and sapling birch that we see on Ashdown forest today.
The need for firewood and the grazing of the animals would
have seen to that.

What was life like for the people of Danehill in 1600?
For the great majority of the settled people, food and
clothing would have been by modern standards rough but
adequate.

The staple diet of the simple country people who lived in
Danehill was a coarse brown bread with fresh cheese and
other dairy products, eggs and poultry, bacon and when the
pig was killed fresh pork, Other meat was not an everyday
event. Vegetables Included cabbages, onions, leeks,
parsnips, peas and beans. Apples, plums and cherries
together with wild blackberries were eaten in season.
Cooking was done in iron pots over an open fire. The
result was sometimes referred to as a mess of pottage,
standing or running pottage according to the consistancy.
Bread was baked in a brickaven.

Clothing would have been made of coarse cloth, or leather
for the men's doublets, and would have been simplified
and less colourful versions of the dress worn by the rich.

The daily routine of life would have taken up all the
daylight hours and by modern standards there was little
time for social activities. The wives of these small
farmers, besides their work in the home, would have looked
after the dairy, run chickens in the yard and, with their
children, would have been expected to help in the fields
especially at harvest time.
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Outside the home other social contacts would have been at
the local markets for those who needed to go there to buy
qp sell and of course there were the fairs* Markets were
held locally at Cuckfield, East Grinstead, Lindfield,
Nutley and Uckfield, and there were fairs at Cuckfield^
East Grinstead, Horsted Keynes, Lindfield and Uckfield.

Whilst the men would have visited the local beerhouses
the only other social contact for the women, and for some
the only contact, would have been the weekly visit to the
Church. How much the distance to Fletching Church, 3^
miles, and Horsted Keynes Church, miles, from Danehill
village respectively, would have kept people away when few
small farmers had horses to ride must be left to the
imagination. It must have been particularly arduous in
bad weather when Sussex roads were notorious for the depth
of the mud, perhaps churned up by the heavy loads going to
and from the ironworks. Never the less our ancestors did
walk long distances and thought nothing of it.

E.S.R.O,  6LY1112.
S.A.S, Vol, 39 'The Buckhurst Terrier",
E.S.R.O, GLYI080-7,
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The Buckhurst Terrier 

by Margaret Holt

The Buckhurst Terrier spans a comparatively short period
of time, from 1597-1598, but the information it contains
is extensive, and meticulously set out. It was compiled
by Thomas Marshall, Gent, "Auditor and Surveighor of all
and singular the Manors, Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments,
and possessions whatsoever of ye right honourable Sir
Thomas Sackvill, knight, Lord Buckhurst, one of her
Majestice most honorable privie counsell and Knight of ye
most noble order of ye Garter".

The Survey examines the Manors of Sheffield, Withyham and
Hartfield, to name but a few of the seventeen recorded in
the book. Under each Manor the names of the individual
owners are set down, and, in many cases, their status and
occupation are added: " Gentleman, Esquire, Yeoman,
Husbandman, Doctor of Physic, Keeper of the Walks in the
Forest of Ashdown, Parson, Carpenter, Smith and
Gunfounder" are some which are recorded.

But what was the quality of life in the village of
Fletching, and in particular for the freeholders and copy­
holders who still held their land from the Lord of the
Manor of Sheffield, in the period when the long reign of
Elizabeth was coming to an end?

The excellent timber-framed houses of the medieval period
had lasted well and many are still standing today.
However, Elizabethan requirements were quite different
from those of the 15th century and many new houses were
built. Furthermore, many of the old ones were enlarged by
the addition of wings and outshots while the facades were
embellished with fine architectural details.
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The interior of the house was also dramatically changed.
The 'open hall' was finally cleared of its smoke by the
building of 'smoke bays' and chimneys. Staircases were
constructed to give access to the extra bedrooms when the
'hall' was floored over. Additionally the use of glass
(introduced into the Wisborough Green area of Sussex by
the celebrated French glassmaker Jean Carre in 1567> meant
that light now flooded into the house, shutters were no
longer required, and rain and wind could be excluded.

A hollow log for a pillow, a plank on the floor covered
with a chaff mattress and a homespun sheet were sufficient
in the early 16th century, (medieval man always went naked
to bed), but the Elizabethans demanded more comfort; the
Tester bed, feather pillows and warm woollen coverlets
were the order of the day, and the old fashioned trestle
table, stools, benches and chests were changed to a
pattern of long 'joined' table, heavy square-seated
chairs, ornate chests and cupboards, together with the
wonderful carved and decorated four-poster beds. William
Harrison is his book "A Description of England", published
in 1587, observes that "In noblemens houses it is not rare
to see an abundance of rich hangings with many silver and
pewter vessels, and many a farmer have for the most part
learned to garnish their cupboard with plate, their joined
beds with tapestry and their tables with carpets".

One question which is often asked concerns the cottages or
hovels of the very poor during the late 16th century. Not
everyone could afford the price of a timber building and
numbers of 'flimsy' houses must have existed, even if they
only lasted a few years. They would have been constructed
on small poles, the spaces between filled with wattle and
daub, and a thatched roof of straw or heather. Ve have
only to look at the Chronicles of Froissant in which he
confirms this theory. When describing the Scottish wars
of the 14th century, he writes "For though the Englishmen
burn our houses we care little therefore, we shall make
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then again cheap enough! we need but three days to make
then again if we maye get four or five stakes and bowers
to cover then", and another medieval cottage was on the
way!
Froissant obviously approved of English customs when he
wrote "whereever you go everyone welcomes you with a kiss,
and the same when bidding farewell. If you were once to
taste them, and find how delicate and fragrant they are,
you would certainly desire to be a sojourner in England".

Outdoor sports and pastimes were an integral part of
country life and were of many different kinds. The use of
the Longbow lasted well into the 17th century and Archery
butts were to be found in nearly every village, usually
near the church as practice at the butts was an important
obligation, to be carried out after the service on
Sundays.

Hunting had always been the passion of English kings,
followed closely by Prelates, the Nobility and the Gentry,
but harsh and brutal laws were enacted to deter the
'peasants' from such enjoyable pursuits.

Hawking, Cock-fighting, Bowls and Nine Pins were other
popular activities.

Elizabethan men travelled long distances on horseback,
(sometimes the women went too), in spite of the appalling
roads throughout the country, and especially in Sussex, a
County renowned for its tortuous and deeply rutted tracks.

Letters were carried by the King's messengers who had
special privileges and protection, including the death
penalty for those who attacked or deterred them in any
way. They ran with a cleft stick in which the letter was
held, high in the air so that all could see; they ran
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'straight as an arrow* through the countryside, the only
people allowed to cross a field of standing corn.

Although the Gentlewomen might spend their day quite
leisurely, working at their embroidery, entertaining
friends, gossiping and walking in the gardens, the country
woman of the yeoman class had a very busy life. Starting
with the care of her husband and children, her work was
all-embracing and her duties included brewing, butter
making, baking, helping with the cows, calves, pigs and
chickens, and her especial care, the bees and the garden.
Thomas Tusser in his delightful rhyming book entitled
“Five Hundred Points of Husbandry", produced a Tudor best­
seller which ran into six editions before his death in
1580, and, in the section on gardening, he specifies the
flowers and vegetables that the Housewife could grow:
"Holickes, Lavender, Lillies, Marigolds, Pinks, Rosemary,
Roses, Snapdragons, Stacks and Gilliflowers", to mention
just a few, and her vegetable garden was to be filled with
herbs of every kind, "Carrots, Parsnips, Leeks, Turnips,
Cabbages, Peas and Beans"; no wonder that Elizabethan
gardens were renowned for their colour and profusion.

The 'family' in the last years of the 16th century was
subject to a number of disciplines which regulated married
life. The wife was to be affectionate towards her husband
but had to be subject to him in every particular, a’nd her
children were to be reared with care and discipline,
against a strong religious background, with much emphasis
on the word 'obey'. In Gentry families, the babe was
seldom fed by the mother, but put out to a 'wet-nurse' who
often looked after the child in her own home for at least
the first year, and at an early age, children often left
home again to be brought up by grand-parents, or to be
boarded with another family of like status where they were
treated as young apprentices. The life of a child in a
wealthy family was not always a happy one!
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PANEHTT-T’ AND THE BUCKHURST TERRIER

by Hylda Rawlings

The Buckhurst Terrier was not an Elizabethan sporting dog!
It was not a dog in any age. The name derived from the
Latin word 'terra', meaning land. A terrier dog likes to
delve and seek after things. A land survey does the same,
Therefore, they became known as 'terriers'.

In 1599 the Buckhurst Terrier was completed, a land-survey
and a register of tenants on a number of Manors belonging
to Lord Buckhurst.

And Danehill? The connection is that a large part of the
land now in the Parish of Danehill was formerly in the
Parish of Fletching and in the Manor of Sheffield. At
that time, the Lord of that Manor was Thomas Sackville,
Lord Buckhurst, a second cousin to Queen Elizabeth and
Lord High Treasurer of England.

Thomas, an only son, had inherited an enormous fortune and
great estates when his father Richard, Earl of Dorset,
died in the year 1564. Thomas then started to purchase
still more estates. He acquired the Manor of Sheffield in
1570. When he was appointed High Treasurer in 1597 he
held seventeen manors in North East Sussex, some more in
the southern part of that county, and many more in other
parts of England. A great number of his estates were
leased. He instructed Thomas Marshall, gentleman,
surveyor and auditor, to make a land register and survey
his seventeen manors in North East Sussex, and, for such
an important client, his order was speedily executed.

The completed Survey (now belonging to the Earl De La
Warr) is still in excellent condition, the writing clear
and legible. It contains a number of maps of manors, made 
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on vellum and brightly coloured, showing both field
boundaries and land names.

But, alas! No map for the Manor of Sheffield. The main
part of this Manor's land was in the Parish of Fletching
with 'pockets' of Sheffield Manor land in Horsted Keynes,
Little Horsted near Uckfield, Vest Hoathly and Stanmer. A
major part of the Danehill Parish Historical Society's
project for 1990 was to identify and map the holdings
listed in the Terrier which today are part of the Parish
of Danehill.

At the end of the sixteenth century, the little hamlets
with their scattered communities were still firmly in the
grip of the manorial system. What is now Chelwood Gate
was then open common with just three farms - 'Forest Farm'
and 'Legges and Sedges' to the west and 'Chelwood Farm' on
the eastern edge. The two nearest churches were at
Fletching and Horsted Keynes. Though the two hamlets had
a wheelwright, blacksmith, inn, alehouse and trades
people, they were in the shadow and under the auspices of
the great Tudor manor house at Sheffield and the people
who dwelt therein.

Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, on the 25th of April
1579, leased the main part of the Manor of Sheffield to
Richard Leche, gentleman and iron master, for a term of
forty years and a sum of "three-score and nineteen pounds"
per annum. This lease (as described in the Terrier)
included "the capital mansion, and all the long house or
galery (sic), pigeonhouses and other edifices, with that
sometime a brewhouse and now used for the making of nails"
... 500 acres of land ... "Together with the harvest
days and workdays of the tenants of the said manor"..." The
corn mill, the wheat mill and the malt mill newly built by
the same Richard at Sheffeild upon the decaied Ironworkes
at Sheffeild aforesaide, sometime called the furnes for
the casting of raw iron there"..." And all that the
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Ironworck or yron mill called the Hammer mill or forge of
Sheffeild afforesaid and all wheeles, belowes, howses,
edifices, buildings, colehowses and coleplaces belonginge
to the said yron worck or hammer Mill. And all that the
great pond, Bankes, bales, pools, waters, water courses,
fludgates, poolebaies, sluices, groundgates"..." And all
those implements and utensills to the said Iron work or
hammer mill belonginge" . . . "The wood and sporting rights
reserved, but not ore and mine. The whole, except the
forge, for 40 years"... "Rent in all £79. The ironworks
for 20 years only £20."

Richard Leche made Sheffield Place his country seat. He
became High Sheriff for Surrey and Sussex. He was a very
active magistrate, at a time when magistrates not only
administered the law, but performed the function of a
modern county council. He looked after the tenants,
ensured that local bridges and roads were maintained, and
provided new amenities - the corn mill, wheat mill and the
malt mill, and also a messuage (house) for the miller.

John Wilson, gentleman and legal attorney, who had also
invested in ironworks, moved into Searles Farm in
Fletching Parish in 1589 and then, after his marriage,
removed to Homesdale in the same Parish. He became
Richard Leche*s right hand man. Richard Leche died on the
27th of December 1596. His wife, Charity, had born him
two children, both of whom died in infancy. Richard left
the residue of his estate to his wife Charity and made her
the sole executrix of his Will, and in gratitude and in
memory of his kindness and deeds of charity, she had a
beautiful alabaster tomb erected in Fletching Church.
Thereon lies a lifesize effigy of Richard Leche, dressed
in his finest clothes, his hands joined in prayer. Beside
him lies Charity. "She of her own accord caused this
monument to be made and herself living to be pictured
lying by him as you see."
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Charles Howard Esq, the second son of Lord Howard of
Effingham, within a year married Charity. It seemed to
have been the case (at least for Charity) of "narry in
haste, repent at leisure", for Charles Howard appears to
have spent little time with her or at Sheffield.

John Wilson took increased responsibility for running the
estate, (Charity died in 1618) and in 1620, Charles
Howard, now the Earl of Nottingham, sub let the property
to him. John Wilson moved into Sheffield Place and lived
there until his death.

This was the situation at Sheffield, when the survey was
being made. Richard Leche was dead and Charles Howard
had just been granted the unexpired portion of Richard's
lease. This lease, with rents and other leases, profits
of Court and fines, etc. , plus the sale of wood and iron,
meant that out of the Manor of Sheffield was due to Thomas
Sackville for the yeai' 1599, the sum of £195 3s l!4d, 26
hens, 130 eggs, lb of pepper, 1 rose and 26 days work in
the harvest.

The Terrier lists the names of the tenants and details of
their holdings, It also gives the 'Rights and Customs' of
each Manor separately. These were the concessions granted
by the Lord to his tenants and the rents, services, homage
and obedience to his rules the people on the Manor owed to
their Lord. There are variations in each Manor for these
'rights and customs' had been agreed or imposed long
before written records were made, No doubt they were
recited by the elders of the villages to the Steward,
bailiffs, wood reeves and other officials of succeeding
Lords of the Manor. No doubt, also, both the Lords and
their tenants tried to take more than their due from time
to time - hence the value of a terrier; not only to list
the Lord's possessions and rentals but also to clarify and
confirm the rules and conditions in a particular Manor.
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The 'Jury' chosen to explain the rules and help Thomas
Marshall's men in the Manor of Sheffield are named as
Thomas Skinner, Richard Awcock of Chelworth, John
Banister, William Wells, William Colman, Thomas Newman, Wm
Ashfold, Thomas Turner, George Alcock, Richard Alcock or
Newmans, Thomas Awcock and Thomas Tye. These respected
yeoman farmers would know that Thomas Marshall's men
understood the complicated procedure of manorial law, but
they wished to be told the special rules pertaining to the
Manor of Sheffield and the details of the tenancies.
Modern readers may like a little extra background
Information.

A Manorial Court was held at Sheffield once a year,
usually in July or August. Occasionally an extra Court
was convened. The president of the Court was the Steward
or his deputy, who represented the Lord of the Manor, and
there was a panel of Jurors, not to give a verdict of
innocence or guilt, but to impart local knowledge.

All the tenants of Sheffield Manor were expected to
attend. If they were absent without excuse, they were
fined 2d (two old pence).

A freeholdercould sell or transfer the land as he pleased,
but the new owner must register the change. Whenever a
freeholder died, a heriot must be paid. When the new
occupant registered the land, he must pay a relief of one
year's rent to the Lord of the Manor. The heriot was
usually the "best beast" i.e. farm animal (as judged by
the bailiff). By Buckhurst Terrier days, the dead man's
heir, rather than part with the best animal on the farm,
could offer its value in money. In later granted
tenancies the heriot was a sum of money and if followed by
the work 'certain' could not be changed or increased in
later years. If it was marked 'at the Lord's will', the
Lord could increase the sum if he wished to do so.
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rnpyhnldars of. seivlca. tenure^- These tenants held their
land by a copy of an entry in a Court Manor Roll giving
them this right. A heriot had to be paid at their death
and the property had to pass to the eldest, heir (the
primogeniture system). If they wished to leave it
otherwise, in their lifetime they had to surrender the
property back to the Lord, and in their Will or by the
testimony of two Jurors, state to whom they wished the
property to descend. Then after their death whoever was
allowed to tenant the land had to pay a fine 'at the
Lord's will'.

If a. customary tenant died. (i.e. a tenant holding land
according to the custom of the Manor) his widow could not
claim a share in the estate (usually one third) unless the
property was surrendered to the Lord.

All people as they inherited a property had to do homage
in open Court. They had to kneel before the Steward
(representing the Lord) and, taking his hand or clasping
his white rod of office, swear that they would be the
Lord's man.

Minors inheriting a property had a guardian appointed for
them by the Court and had to swear fealty when they were
of 'full age'. Single girls' fealty was likewise
respited.

Married women inheriting property had their fealty sworn
by their husbands - for they did not want to say they were
the Lord's woman! However, a husband could not dispose of
his wife's property until she had had a private interview
with the Steward and told him that she agreed with the
transaction. Then, husband and wife together in the open
court, would surrender the tenancy.

The court also dealt with breaches of manorial law -
grazing too many animals on the commons or waste; taking 

19

wood without entitlement. Such offenders were usually
fined. People building houses or farm buildings without
permission were ordered to demolish them. Others were
ordered to make repairs to their properties.

A Licence was required before a copyholder or customary
tenant could take a crop off his land to sell. If the
court approved the application, a fee was charged and the
licence issued.

There was also a Civil Court held for the Hundred of
Danehill Sheffield on 'Nock Monday' (the Monday after
Easter Day). This Court was presided over by the Sheriff
or his representative. There "whoever keeps fire within
the hundred" was expected to attend, and failure to do so
meant a fine of 6s 8d.

The Aiderman appointed for Danehill Sheffield had to
attend the two law days held in two neighbouring manors in
Fletching - Tarring Peverell and Tarring Camois Manors -
and there collect all the fines over 13d made for the Lord
of Sheffield Manor. The Headboroughs of these Manors and
their two sidesmen had to attend the Danehill Sheffield
law day under penalty of a fine of 6s 8d each. The
Aiderman had to provide a dinner for the Sheriff or his
Steward and the Hundred House must be prepared for him.

A record had to be made of all the casualties (losses) and
profits happening in Sheffield Manor above 13d in the
preceding year and given to the Sheriff.

The Jurors faithfully recited to the surveyor these
proceedings which went back way before the Norman Conquest
to Saxon times when an open air court was held on Dane
Hill and the Hundred House, a sort of tent or temporary
dwelling, was prepared to shelter the officials.
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It is thought that when the Buckhurst Terrier was written
the Hundred Court was taken at Sheffield following the
Manor Court, (Richard Leche was the High Sheriff up to
1596) but the old ways were still recited as part of 'the
custom of the Manor1.

The Jurors gave details of all the common land and waste
ground which belonged to the Lord. These lands could be
used by some of the tenants for "so many of their cattle
as they can breed upon their several tenancies holden of
the said Manor". Also they could take fodder from them
for their cattle and cut the underwood growing on the
commons for their fires. In return, they had to pay to
the Lord of the Manor each year 'hen and eggs' and days
work in the harvest as shown on their rents.

The two large Furnace and Hammer ponds were well stocked
with fish and the Lord also had fishing rights over a
stretch of the common river. Any hawks or deer found in
the Manor belonged to the Lord. If any deer, whilst being
hunted by the Lord or his men, managed to break into
Ashdown Forest, which belonged to the Queen and was
surrounded by a fenced bank or pale to contain the royal
deer, the Lord and his men were allowed to continue the
hunt into Ashdown and kill the deer and take the carcase.
However, it was ordered that before they left the Forest
they must "make three noats with his home or otherwise
for the Keep" (i.e. the Queen's Keeper). If the Keeper
did not come, they had to break out the right shoulder of
the deer and hang it on the fence for the Keeper to
collect.

They conclude the entries for the Manor of Sheffield with
the chilling information that " theire hath beene
heiretofore made and errected w'hin this hundreth divers
instruments for the execution of offenders, as gallowes,
pillorie and Cuckingstoole" having heard for certain that
in times past the Lord of the Manor claimed the right not 
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only of punishing an offender in his own Manor, but also
that he could pursue him into another Lord's land and
bring him back and try to execute the fugitive within his
Manor "according to the law of this Realm".

This was indeed 'times past' for King Henry II in 1170 had
decreed that no Lord of the Manor could summarily execute
an offender without a coroner (a King's official) being
present to report the circumstances to the King. In 1599
the offender would be taken before the nearest local
magistrate (who could be a lord of the manor or his
deputy) who would send him for trial at the Assizes or
Quarter Sessions, according to the nature of the crime of
which he had been accused. If found guilty, the offender
could be brought back for execution or punishment near to
the place where he had committed the crime, and gallows,
pillory, cucking stool, stocks and whipping posts, stood
waiting in prominent places; a grim warning of what
happened to people who broke the law.

Notes and References •

The Buckhurst Terrier has been recently deposited in the East Sussex Record
Office,
In the year 1933 The Sussex Record Society, Vol 39, published The Buckhurst
Terrier 1597-1598, epitomized by Edward Straker, F,S,A, Details of the Sackville
Family are taken from his introduction,
Sheffield Manor Court Rolls 1565-1665 are now deposited in the E.S.R.O, A typed
translation of these is available there,
Quarter Session Records from 1593, E,S,R,O, Ref, QRE/
Wilson Family, Sussex Archaelogical Collections, Vol, II, pp.9-45,
C.H.P.S, Magazines Vol, I No, 3 pp,1-5 information on Richard Leche,

Vol, 3 No, 3 pp,1-11 information on Manorial Law,
Vol, 3 No, 2 pp,24-30 information on Saxon Law,
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TWO MEH FOR ALL SEASONS

by Joan Ward

’To every thing there is a season,and a tine to every purpose under the
heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die; a tine to plant and a time to
pluck up that which is planted,*
Ecclesiastes 3 1-2

*,,, and I will cause the shower to come down in his season ,,,
And the trees and the earth shall yield their increase,"
Ezekiel 34 26-27

I once, in my arrogant ignorance, (coming myself from a
life which was regulated by bells, rung at 40 minute
intervals) remarked to a farmer that his life seemed to
have no timetable! His reply was a pitying look and a
question, "What about seasons?"

Since then, I have learned more of the delicate rhythm and
balance of season and soil; and it seems appropriate in
this essay to speculate on their importance to earlier
land-holders whose work has created our present day
landscape.

Most of the sixteenth century holdings of the present day
Danehill parish lay within the Manor of Sheffield. They
were flanked on the west side by a string of holdings of
Horsted-Broadhurst; and a long tongue of Horsted-
Broadhurst curled down into the centre of the parish from
the North.

It was a country-side of ridges and valleys, with
farmhouses and cottages set amid a tangle of small hedged
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fields, shaws, woods, streams and uncultivated heathland.
Communications lay along the ridges, the valley paths
being often impassable through the thick muddy clay. The
soils were poor and acid but showed some improvement on
the lower farms towards the South.

Produce and farming methods were very different from the
corn and sheep areas on the Downlands in the South of
Sussex. In a general estimate of the territories covered
by the Buckhurst survey, pasture and meadow dominated
arable in a proportion roughly 3:1. Probably one third or
more was woodland. Waste land occurred as small patches
by roadsides, or as large blocks of Common, where the
Northern ground rose in tracts of wild heathland up
towards Ashdown Forest itself.

Holdings were small. Of those recorded in the Buckhurst
Terrier, only fourteen properties were 30 acres or more;
and many of the smaller units, and probably Individual
fields, averaged two or three acres only.

The picture seems to be, therefore, of a livestock-biased
industry. The small hedged fields of pasture and meadow
provided food for the animals, while any other crops being
produced were to maintain self-sufficiency ... only
perhaps the larger farms sending wheat to market.

The information from the Buckhurst Terrier on holdings and
owners in the 1590s can be supplemented by other
documentary evidence, e.g. wills and the Sheffield Manor
Court records of the same years. The same people and
places are mentioned and some pictures can be built up of
Danehill farming life in the late sixteenth century.

I am going to take two farmers of the parish and compare
them. They both farmed approximately the same number of
acres of both freehold and copyhold land . . . also they
both have the same name! (I may add that they do not
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appear to be related or indeed have any dealings with each
other.)

One is a Richard Awcock of Chelworthe and the other a
Richard Awcock of Newmans.

The first Richard held a house and 80 acres of free land
called Cold Godmans. For this, his dues to the Lord of
the Manor were yearly 12s Id, 2 hens, 10 eggs, and two
days work in harvest. He also held some smaller acreages
... acres of free land called Perryman's Croft, which
he had inherited from his uncle in 1568; a tenement and 2
acres of free land called Frances, inherited from his
brother, also in 1568; and three small areas of customary
land (totalling approximately 20 acres), held under a
recently renewed tenancy agreement "by copy dated 30 June
39 Elizabeth" and situated on slightly rising ground
North-East of Tanyard Farm. His largest holding, Cold
Godmans, was at the Northern end of Perriman's Hill, (the
present day Chelwood Farm), a piece of high ground sloping
gently Southwards, its steep wooded sides dropping from
400 to 250 feet in both East and Vest directions.

Ve know that his lands must have supported livestock. The
heriot given at his Uncle's death in 1568 was a brown ox
valued at 33s 4d. At his brother's death in 1585 the
heriot was a sheep. When brother John had acquired the
tenancy in the previous year the heriot had been one boar
pig and two ewes. On his father's death in the same year
the heriot on Cold Godmans was "one red marked ox". And
when Richard himself died in 1606 the heriots on the
various properties which he could leave his son were
collectively ... four cows and two bullocks with four hens
and twenty eggs for the rent.

This catalogue of livestock would indicate that he
probably kept a herd of dairy cows, bullocks for 
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fattening, a quantity of pigs, sheep and poultry, and oxen
for working the land.

Richard of Newmans (or to be more precise, the TWO
Richards, as son Richard followed father Richard) farmed
nearer the Southern end of the parish. They held sixty
acres of free land known as Newmans, and the adloining
thirty freehold acres of Hammings, (rent 3s 4d, one hen
etc.).

Richard was almost certainly resident there himself, as we
read in a deed of 1610 "a messuage called Newmans, now in
occupation of Richard Awcock, with orchards, lands,
meadows, pasture, woods, underwoods and trees". Such a
description of a typical Wealden landscape could still
apply to this lovely countryside today, which is now known
as Heaven Farm.

In 1597, father Richard died; but son Richard carried on
and in 1598, took over a further 20 acres from his
neighbour John Collin, who was farming "Norther
Northlands", described as "wood, heathland and field".
Fortunately for our comparison figures, this was copyhold
land, and so we are able to obtain some information about
livestock and even more about crops from the Manor Court
records. No crops could be removed from Copyhold land
without the Court's permission.

Actually there was no animal evidence for the 1598
transaction as we read that "John Collyn had no beast",
but when Richard Senior had died in 1597 the heriot was
two bulls and the usual quota of poultry was given in the
rent.

Fortunately more information about farm livestock comes in
the will of father Richard, who left ... "to my wyfe two
kine, a pyde cowe and a freckell cowe"; while other
legacies to friends and relatives of "a black 12-monthing 
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heifer", "a two-yearling bullock" and a "yearling steer"
surely indicate that there were herds of sufficient size
to support such gifts.
Now, regarding CROPS ... the Manor Court records have many
entries for the years we are studying (i.e. the 1590s and
the opening years of the seventeenth century) concerning
the twenty copyhold acres each, of the two Richards and
are as follows:-

RICHARD AWCOCK OF CHELWORTHE

1586 Licence for Richard Awcock to carry from
his customary lands 3 cartloads of hay for
6d.

August 1594 Licence given to John Plomerden to carry
from the customary land of Richard Awcock 1
cartload of grain for fine 6d.

July 1596 A licence granted to John Snatt to carry
from the customary land of Richard Awcock
Ite cartloads of wheat for fine 6d.

January 1597 Licence to John Snatt to carry from the
customary land of Richard Awcock 1 cartload
of hay, Hi loads of wheat and 2 loads of
grain called rie and ote, for fine 14d.

July 1597 John Snatt petitions a licence to carry
from the customary lands of Richard Awcock
of Chelworthe, 3 cartloads of hay, 1 load
of wheat and 2 of grain. Licence 16d.

August 1598 Licence given to John Snatt to carry from
the customary land of Richard Awcock 1
cartload of wheat and rie, 1 cartload of
oats and 2 cartloads of hay, for fine 16d.
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July 1599 Licence to John Snatt to carry from the
customary land of Richard Awcock 1 cartload
of wheat, 3 of grain and 2 of hay, 17d.

July 1601 Licence given to John Snatt to carry from
the customary land of Richard Awcock 3
cartloads of wheat, 3 cartloads of hay and
1 cartload of grain, fine 21d.

July 1602 Licence given to John Snatt to carry from
the customary land of Richard Awcock 4
cartloads of grain and 2 cartloads of hay,
16d.

September 1603 Licence to John Snatt to carry from the
customary lands of Richard Awcock of
Chelworth 1 cartload of wheat and 1 of
grain for fine 7d.

July 1604 Licence given to John Snatt to carry from
the customary lands of Richard Awcock of
Chelworth 2 cartloads of wheat and 2
cartloads of grain, fine 14d.

July 1605 Licence to John Snatt to carry from the
customary lands of Richard Awcock 3
cartloads of wheat, fine 12d.

August 1606 Licence given to Drew Plomerden to carry
from the customary land of Richard Awcock
of Chelworthe 2 cartloads of wheat, of
peas and % of oats, fine 14d.

September 1607 Licence to Drew Plomerden to carry from the
customary land of Richard Awcock 2
cartloads of rye, 1 cartload of peas, and 2
cartloads of hay and grain, fine 17d.
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RICHARD AWCOCK OF NEWMANS

January 1593 Licence granted to Richard Awcock to carry
from the customary land of John Collin 3
loads of hay and 1 of grain.

August 1594 Licence for Richard Awcock senior and
Junior to carry from the customary land of
John Collin 4 loads of grain for fine 12d
and 2 loads of hay for fine 4d.

July 1597 Licence given to Richard Awcock to carry
from his customary lands 4 cartloads of
wheat and 4 loads of peas, fine 2s 4d.

July 1599 Licence for Richard Awcock to carry from
his customary land 4 cartloads of wheat,
fine 12d.

July 1602 Licence for Richard Awcock of Newmans to
carry from his customary lands 10 cartloads
of grain, fine 2s 6d.

July 1602 Licence to Richard Awcock of Newmans to
carry from his customary land 1 cartload of
wheat, 2 of oats and 2 of barley, 16d.

September 1603 Licence to Richard Awcock of Newmans to
carry from his customary lands 8 cartloads
of grain, fine 2s.

July 1605 Licence to Richard Awcock to carry from his
customary land 10 cartloads of wheat, fine
3s 4d.

August 1606 Licence on the 10th day of August for
Richard Awcock of Newmans to carry from the
customary lands called Northlands 4
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cartloads of wheat and 4 cartloads of oats,
fine 2s 4d.

September 1607 Licence to Richard Awcock to carry from his
customary lands 8 cartloads of grain.

Measurements of the quantities involved in a 'Load' varied
according to the commodity being carried. A load of hay
was 36 trusses. A load of grain was something like 16
sacks, or 48 bushels, or in weight about 35 cwt.

A year by year and side by side comparison of the crop
yields of the two Richards is as follows:-

RICHARD OF CHELWORTHE RICHARD OF NEWMANS
1594

1596

1 load grain

lte loads wheat

4 loads grain
2 loads hay

1597

1598

4 loads hay
2 ft loads wheat
4 loads grain
1 load wheat & rie
1 load oats
2 loads hay

4 loads wheat
4 loads peas

1599

1601

1 load wheat
3 loads grain
2 loads hay
3 loads wheat
3 loads hay
1 load grain

4 loads wheat

1602 4 loads grain
2 loads hay

10 loads grain
1 load wheat
2 loads oats
2 loads barley

1603

1604

1 load grain
1 load wheat
2 loads wheat
2 loads grain

8 loads grain
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1605 3 loads wheat loads wheat
1606 2 loads wheat 4 loads wheat

54 load peas 4 loads oats
54 load oats

1607 2 loads rye 8 loads grain
1 load peas
1 load hay
1 load grain

It is a pity that 'grain' is unspecified in so many cases
but nevertheless some interesting points emerge.
Chelworthe Richard seems to produce a far greater
proportion of animal food crops i.e. hay, rye, oats and
peas. This ties in with what we already know of his
possibly larger collection of mixed livestock . . . cows,
bullocks, pigs, sheep and poultry. Newmans Richard, on
the other hand, seems to be concentrating more effort into
wheatgrowing and after taking control of John Collin's
North Northlands in 1598, pushes up wheat production to
outstanding figures from the year 1602 onwards.
Chelworthe Richard meanwhile continues a steady programme
of mixed cropping and during the 12 years 1595-1607, only
17 of his loads are particularly specified as WHEAT. For
the same period, Newmans Richard gathers 23 loads of
wheat. If the unspecified 'grain' is added to the
calculations the comparison becomes more striking ... 32
loads for Chelworthe and 53 loads for Newmans.

I realise that the patchy sets of facts and figures of the
previous pages are too sparse and speculative to be given
any comprehensive interpretation. However, it is at least
correct to assume, I think, that both these men were
SUCCESSFUL farmers. And the court records throw another
sidelight on their lives. In the years under survey
(1590-1607) there are only four of the yearly Manor Courts
in which one or the other of the Richards was not a member
of the Jury ... an indication that they were both accepted
as prominent and responsible members of the community.
The wills of both men offer another yardstick of 
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prosperity. Both were wealthy enough to leave sums of £30
and £20 each to all their children and dependants. The
inference is that, like many farmers before and after
them, they were wise to the demands of soil and season;
they knew how to use environmental circumstances for the
welfare of their animals and crops, and their own
prosperity. The one sees his higher, hilly pastures as
favouring livestock production; and the other, with his
richer arable and meadow, concentrates on cows and wheat.
While Richard of Newmans' grain harvests may have
contributed to his riches, the will of Richard of
Chelworthe suggests another resource, when he states "And
my Executors shall sell such WOOD as groweth upon my land
towards the payment of such legacyes".

Woodland must have filled a fair proportion of the
acreages of both men's holdings and in the sixteenth
century could provide a crop of some importance. Some of
this woodland, particularly on Chelworthe Richard's mixed
livestock farm was probably 'wood-pasture'. Cattle and
sheep would be able to graze on the herbage that grew
among the trees and pigs fatten on acorns, beechmast and
roots. However, by the end of the sixteenth century, much
English woodland had been 'cultivated'. For centuries
generations of woodsmen had trained the original wild
forests of Sussex to produce a harvest of wood products,
chiefly small wood. Management of woodland was both a
craft and an industry. Careful, planned coppicing would
produce the straight poles used for fencing and hurdles,
framework of buildings, barrels, thatching spars and the
many tools and implements for agricultural and domestic
use. Of considerable importance too, would have been the
charcoal demands of that "Ironwork or Yron mill called the
Hammer mill or forge of Sheffield". Woodland could, in
fact, produce so valuable a crop, that the Lord of the
Manor exercised the strictest control over trees on his
copyhold tenants' land. "That noe customarie Tennant
shall fell or cut downe anie Oake beech or ash growings
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uppon anie their cappieholes uppon pain of forfeiture of
his estate", is clearly written under the 'Customes' of
the Manor. Our two Richards had plenty of woods on their
freeholds so were unlikely to be tempted to infringe this
ruling, but there was always the case of a certain Thomas
Charncroft, as an awful warning. "1593 Thomas
Charncrofte, tenant of 4 acres of customary lands, cut
down growing trees there, oaks and beeches, 50 and 40
cords, and transported them without a fine or licence.
The land is now seised back into the hands of the Lord, by
order of the Bailiff."

Finally can these properties today tell us anything of the
workers of the seasons of four hundred years ago? Did
their 'time to plant' leave us any memories of the things
that were planted? Certainly, the boundary hedges of the
old Cold Godmans must still follow the same lines, (with
many of their trees now grown into the weird, distorted
shapes produced by some forgotten hedgelayer's
craft). Certainly too visitors to the former Newmans (now
Heaven Farm) can still walk through ANCIENT WOODLAND. How
do we know? The Spring flowers, which carpet the ground,
(before the deep Summertime shade of the overhead tree
canopy has unfolded) are the evidence. Dog's Mercury,
Wood Anemone, Golden Saxifrage, Yellow Archangel and, most
of all, the Bluebell, are the long established plants
which reappear within the rhythms of coppice management,
from generation to generation. Indeed, the patterns of
the old Hazel and Hornbeam coppice are still there. And
stumps of long-felled, ancient oaks, whose size must hold
400 rings, are still embedded in their bankside site. Did
Richard Awcock walk by these, and plan his Season's work
for earth and trees to yield their increase?
SOURCES
The Buckhurst Terrier
Manor of Sheffield Court Books 1590-1612
Wills of Richard Awcock 1597 and Richard Awcock 1606
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DANEHILL PEOPLE AT THE TIME OF THE TERRIER 

by P.G. Lucas

The Terrier contains the names of 58 holders of land in
the Manor of Sheffield. Some of these are for detached
parts of the manor in Little Horsted and Stanmer. There
are also a few properties in the parish of Horsted Keynes
and one in "Hothleigh" (West Hoathly). There are a number
of land owners, usually described as "Esq" or "gent", who
are holding land as an investment. These include Richard
Michelborne of Broadhurst, Francis Chailoner of Kenwards
in Lindfield and Stephen Boorde of Boorde Hill. This
ownership had often passed through several generations.
We can assume that these gentlemen were not living in the
properties they owned in the Manor. Fletching parish
includes parts of the Manors of Sheffield, Tarring
Peverall, Tarring Camois, Barkham, Maresfield,
Duddleswell, Buckhurst and Heighten St. Clere. Marriages,
Christenings and Burials in Fletching Parish Records from
1550 to 1600'-'1 ’ have been studied to establish how many of
the holders of land we find in the Buckhurst Terrier were
living in what is now the Parish of Danehill. Parish
Registers of this period have very little additional
information about people; references to where they lived
or to their occupation
of the same name.

are to distinguish between people

1557 ... Dumberell a weaver buried
1559 Thomas Moore a turner buried
1560 Thomas Awcock the labourer buried
1562 William Awcock the tayler buried
1592 ... Finch son of John, a carpenter christened

Fletching Burial entries at this period sometimes include
references to how people earned their living; they also
show us how hard life must have been. There are
references to plague burials on the common at Piltdown; at 
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least eleven people were buried in 1603 including these
two entries: "Died of plauge Pollard of Danehill his wiffe
sonne and mayde" and"Abraham Pollard and children".
Farming and timber provided a livelihood for most of the
people in the area, some farming their own land held of
the Manor and others as sub tenants. The iron industry
had given employment to many people and it's decline must
have led to some hardship.

It is now easy for people to earn their living in other
countries and to take their families with them; it must
have been difficult in the 16th century, and yet we have a
■French Connection'. The period 1551 to 1572 includes
references to "french people"; there are 4 baptisms, 2
marriages and 6 burials. Other surnames are obviously
'french' such as Sevurgen, Perygoe, Algeon, Vollin, Chagot
and Duffat. Including these there are a total of 18
baptisms. These were men working in the iron industry and
living with their families in the parish. Did they return
to France after the iron working ceased? The surnames do
not appear in later records; some may have become
anglicised. It appears that they left the area, maybe to
continue their trade elsewhere. People living in Danehill
must have known these French families.

The accounts of Ralph Hogge,^2’ the iron master, for the
period 1556-1581 includes some of the names in the Terrier
such as Awcock, Pollard, and Collen (Collin); these people
were supplying and carrying charcoal and wood. Edward
Philips, who had owned various properties in Danehill and
elsewhere before the "Terrier", supplied "myne" to the
furnaces. The following probably all lived in the
Danehill part of the manor, their names appear in
Fletching Parish Registers and in the Terrier.
ALCOCK (Alcock) George Collingforde
AWCOCK Richard (the elder) Perrimans Croft
AWCOCK Richard of Chelworth Chelwood Farm
AWCOCK Richard of Newmans Newmans
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AWCOCK William
BANNESTER John
COLLIN John
GATER John
GODLEY Walter
LUCAS John
NEWMAN John
POLLARD Richard
SKINNER Thomas
TURNER Thomas
YEOMAN John
WELLS William
Sub-Tenants, not
properties shown
COMBER Philip'-3’

DANN John son of

Hunt Inholms
later living at Colin Godmans
Northland (north)
Hookhawes
Northland
Part of Northland
Christ opher f1e1ds
Bearland
Sleighters
Northland (southern)
Woodgate
Huggetts

in the Terrier, who occupied two of the
below and appear in Fletching Registers:

N/Northlands south
(Mount Noddy)

Andrew'-3’ Botchecroft

Downhatch field
Pilchers etc.

N/Northlands south (Mt Noddy)
Colin Godmans
Boches (Springfield Cott.)

(Boches or Springfield Cott.)
were unlikely to have resided inOwners of properties who

"Danehill".
AWCOCK Seath
BORDE Stephen gent
HOWARD Charles gent
ININGFIELD Richard
MICHELBORNE Richard gent
STICHBORNE John gent‘
There are entries in Fletching Parish Registers for Bordes
and Chailoners, these could have been other members of the
families occupying properties in the manor. From other
sources we are to gain some knowledge of these land
owners. They owned property in other manors and parishes,
there was much legal activity following a marriage or a
death. SRS Vol.3ce’ Inquisitions Post Mortem, contains
numerous references to the properties of the land owners
mentioned above; these included details of the properties
they held and who was to inherit. Seath Awcock held
property in Sheffield and elsewhere including the
neighbouring manor of Tarring Peverall, his father, John, 
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was the second husband of Katherine Kyme. Vol. loo Of
"Sussex Archaeological Collections" includes an article on
the Kyme family of Lewes. ,:e:>Seath had been a servant to
his uncle, John Kyme, who died in 1585 after which there
were a number of lawsuits between various members of the
Kyme family and Seath concerning the Will, The article
tells us something about the background of one of the land
owners; his father and grandfather are named, his marriage
to Kathleen Draper and the baptism of their children in
Midhurst and Southease. Seath died in 1600. In his will
he is described as a gentleman of Midhurst; when his son,
John, died in 1625 his Will states that he was a gentleman
of Hellesden in Norfolk. Seath has the same surname,
Awcock, as one of the longest established families in the
area. It is likely that he was related to Richard of
Chelworth and to Richard of Newmans, both had considerable
land holdings. The article illustrates how important
marriages were if you owned, or wished to own, property
and also how one man and his family moved around as a
result of making a satisfactory marriage. We are
fortunate that the records of the family disputes survive
and illustrate one aspect of life at the time of the
Terrier. Another relative of John Kyme mentioned in the
paper was Charity White, one of the daughters of Robert
White of Christchurch and Twinham, Hants. Charity's first
husband was Richard Leech and her second Charles Howard.
(See article by Hylda Rawlings).
(1) ESRO, Fletching Parish Records
(2) Sussex Archaeological Collections Vol.112 "Ralph Rogge's Ironworks Accounts
1576-81' by D.U. Crossley
(3) ESRO, Sheffield Manor Court Rolls Transcripts p,31 Philip Comber; p.37 Andrew
Dann
(4) In Sheffield Manor Survey IS65 and in subsequent Court Rolls, described as
John Tychborne/Tichborne
(5) Sussex Record Society Vol.3 "Inquisitions Post Mortem"
(6) Sussex Archaeological Collections Vol,100 “The Kyme Family of Lewes" by W.H.
Challen.

IPTCAT, SOCIETY

The Parish of Danehill was carved out of the North part
of the Parish of Fletching and a small portion of Horsted
Keynes in the mid-nineteenth century.

Therefore, our early history also covers material from
these other two parishes.

The Society's Activities.

We hold a meeting each month, taking the form either of a
talk or a visit to places of historic interest. We run
research groups which meet regularly. We hold monthly
walks locally. A lending library is run for the use of
our members. Card indexes of information compiled are
also available for researchers, as are copies of many
documents of local historic interest. Exhibitions are
mounted from time to time. We maintain links and are in
touch with other archaeological and local history
societies in Sussex. This magazine is published three
tines a year. It is available from local shops, via a
postal subscription service or at our monthly meetings.
Coach trips are organised approximately twice a year to
places of historic interest further afield.

WHY NOT COME TO ONE OF OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS? VISITORS
ARE ALWAYS MOST WELCOME. WE HOPE YOU WILL DECIDE TO JOIN
US.
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"EAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY"

THE JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF WILLIAM KENWARD 1767-1828

by Hylda Rawlings

William Kenward was a local lad - (born at Newtek)
- who came from a long-established and successful farming
family. William, untrue to his family tradition, became
a soldier and, as a non-commissioned officer, fought in
many countries and in many famous battles.

His military career began in India, where he took
part in the storming of Seringapatam, 1799, in which
action Tippoo Sahib, Sultan of Mysore, that arch-enemy of
the British Raj, was slain.

The breadth and diversity of his experiences are
beautifully summarized by the following entry which he
made in his Journal on Christmas Eve 1811. He was then
stationed at Cowes, Isle of Wight. He wrote:-

"This day twelve months I passed at Fermoy in
Ireland.
This day two years on passage from the Island of
Walcharen.
This day three years at Villa Franca in Spain.
This day four years in the Islands of Jersey.
This day five years in the City of Lincoln.
This day six years at Point de Gaul in the Island
of Ceylon, East Indies.
- Where I will be the next, God only knows.
Whether Dead or alive or in what part concerns me
but little."

William Kenward wrote this Journal - a long and
detailed account of his adventurous life - specifically
for his relations back home to read; and throughout his 
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he also wrote long affectionate lettersmilitary career hais
to his relatives and friend

.. i<= these strong ties with his family in SussexJ* 1 Endeavoured to convey in this article. His
that I have eg are far too wide, detailed and
IDilit+ryt tEbe encompassed in a short article in a local
important t It is hoped that the Journal of
Elniam KTnCd\nd his letters - although sadly some of
hli letters have been badly damaged by mice - can one day
2full. Writings of such literary merit

pU;17 in+prest bv a non-commissioned soldier of
?Ms ir7od° LouW surely command widespread interest.
ke Journal, letters, and William Kenward's pension book

are now in the safe-keeping of his great-, great- great-
nenhew Mr. J.R.D. (Denis) Kenward of Piltdown. It is byhis kikd permission, help and advice that the extractions
from the journal and letters can appear and this article
be written.

The Kenward family roots are planted deep in the
soil of Sussex and, for many generations, the Kenwards
have farmed Sussex land. Numerous Kenwards in their turn
became respected members of their communities and served
them as Church Wardens, Overseers of the Poor and as
Jurors at the Manor Courts.

r, A K®nward name first appears in the Fletching
• ifUrC A ster in 1609/10 when Thomas, son of Nicholas

is christened on March 18th of that year.
hur-foH mtA an^ more Kenwards are baptised, married or
larcp 3 + < etcllin8> and by the eighteenth century a
ShorthriA A A land flanking the road from
■Kenward 56 *+ Piltdown Pond and to Isfield village was
nenwara country'. °

In the year 1767 when William Kenward, the subject
of this article, was born (1), the head of the family was 
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his grandfather, Robert Kenward, who leased Barkham Manor
from Sir Thomas Wilson, the Lord of the Manor (2).
Robert farmed the demesne lands as well as his own lands
nearby.

There are 'black sheep' in most families, but I do
not think that William was one. He certainly was a most
unusual person to be bred from such worthy, settled
farming stock. He was a wilful lad who grew into an
unconventional, interesting and perceptive man. He was
restless and careless of his own personal safety, and yet
responsible when the safety of others was involved. He
was continually seeking new adventures, but he never
severed the ties with his family.

He has a very striking opening to his Journal:- 

"Faith, Hope and Charity

To my Dear and near Relations,

Kinsmen,

As I am the only man of the Family or name that I
know of, who ever had the Honour of serving His Majesty,
(or to use the words of some and the opinions of many)
that ever was Fool enough to disgrace himself and Family,
by becoming a Robber, Murderer and a Runaway, to serve
his King and Country (for the sake of a bounty of thirty
shillings) - I shall present you with a short sketch of
the first 47 or 48 Years of my life, be it more or less,
And if you feel disposed to peruse it, slip on your
Spectacles, take a good Quid of Tobacco and fall to it.
And should you find any Amusement in it, as also to pass
away an Idle hour, you will receive the same reward in
reading, I had for writing it.
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And Finally should you have FAITH enough t0its contents I HOPE you will have the CHARITY to Cre<^
the Presumption and Ill Performance of an TiufXCUse
Penman. erate

I Remain
Dear Couzins

With Regard and Esteem,
Yours Sincerely

V. KENWARD.

late Sergt. in H.M. 75th and 76th Regiments and
2nd. R V Battalion" (3).

Extractions from William Kenward's Journal

"Born in the Parish of Newick in the County of
Sussex in the year 1767, my Mother died some short time
before my Father, which latter event took place when I
was about Four Years of Age, in consequence of which,
myself Three Brothers and three Sisters became Orphans.
This afflicting loss of our Parents was, however, by
God's Providence little felt by any of us, not by myself
at those tender years scarcely knowing what might have
been the feelings of my elder Brothers and Sisters on
this distressing occasion I leave to those who have felt
similar adversity. My Father fell a victim to the small
Pox in the year, I believe, of 1772 or 3, and it was my
good fortune together with an elder Brother and Sister to
be taken to our Grandfathers, then a Farmer at Barkham
Manor in Fletching, which he soon removed from to his own
land at Moons in the same Parish, and shortly after by
the death of our Venerable and beloved Grandfather we a
second time lost a Parent. My Uncle William succeeded
him by Will and under him I was treated with the marks of

a tender Guardian, and which continued during his life,
and did not end with his Death, having left me a
considerable Legacy. But how worthy I proved myself of
his many bounties will appear in this Narrative."

" After having received a suitable Education for a
Tradesman from Mr. Wood, schoolmaster of Newick, whom I
attended some years by my Uncle's generosity, I was
Apprenticed in 1784 to Mr. Isard, Breechesmaker and
Glover at East Grinstead for (I believe) 5 years, but
which previous to its termination I ran away from..... "

1788.

"After having for a few weeks followed my trade in
different parts of the Kingdom, when I could obtain any
work, when others would have obtained it, as my
appearance (though decently dressed) prejudiced me in
their Opinion. I was often asked whether I was not a
runaway Prentice, which you may be sure I always denied
and even had the hardened Guilt afterwards to deny on
Oath at Chatham where to add to my sorrows I enlisted for
a Soldier in the 75th Highld Regiment raised for India
service and then on its Passage. I joined them in Bombay
the August following."

The following year, 1789, William, with 109 other
recruits, embarked on the ship the 'Ponsborne Indianan'
in the month of February and arrived at Bombay (via the
Canary Islands and the Cape of Good Hope) six months
later. The recruits were well cared for on the voyage
and on their arrival in Bombay. He writes as follows:-

"We were treated with much leniency by Capt. (late
General) Crawford in Command of the Regiment........ For
many weeks we were not even permitted to expose ourselves 
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to a Vertical Sun as the severe effects there on the
constitution of new arrivals had been experienced by
those who had gone before us, many of whom had g0De
whence there is no return, and many of us, though
carefully guarded from running to excess, by eating the
Country's fruits, or drinking its Intoxicating and
Pernicious liquor were soon taken ill, some with Fever,
others with Bowel and different Complaints, so that a
very great majority of our number brought with us were in
their graves before a residence of a few years in India,"

However William Kenward survived. He rapidly
became absorbed in the life of his Regiment and the
Indian scene. In the pages of his Journal he expresses,
forcibly, his dislike of the Indian caste system and of
many of their religious customs, but he also grows to
like and respect a number of individual Indians. He
takes part in, and emerges unscathed from, many desperate
fights (which decimate his regiment), against the armies
of native princes, who fight each other or rebel against
the English Raj. William shows an independent mind but
no 'chip on his shoulder'. He quickly sees the need for
a disciplined fighting force and is prepared to both
appreciate and admire the excellent qualities of many of
his Officers.

On September 24th 1801 Sergeant William Kenward
wrote a long letter to Mr. Isard at East Grinstead and
thereby made his peace with him:-

"Sir,

I have often thought of writing to you to
acquaint you I am in the land of the living which I
suppose my Brother did not fail to inform you of.

I had a letter from him about three months ago
acquainting me he was alive and but little more worth
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Notice except the death of my Brother Edward which I was
before informed of  I followed the bent of my
Inclination and I do not repent it  The Regiment I
have Served in since I have been in the Army is a very
good one, have also distinguished themselves at different
times in action - and I think myself no disgrace to them
and certain I am the Army is of no disgrace to me 
please remember me to my uncles, aunts, Brothers and
Sisters, Mrs Isard, your son and daughters, Mr Thomas and
all who knew me at Grinstead  I believe I have sent
40 I letters] home I have never received answer from. No
more now, I remain, Honble Sir, Yours Obedly,

William Kenward."

Certainly William Kenward's relations in Sussex did
not seem to share his taste or talent for letter writing.
His brother John wrote to him, but William was not
satisfied. He told John he knew he was busy on his farm
but surely he could spend an occasional half hour on a
Sunday to write to him? By the length and content of his
letters that time should prove sufficient!

William Kenward's worthy, solid farming kin could
not understand why he wished to remain in India. Was it
for financial gain?

William dismissed this idea in his letter to Mr
Isard. "My Brother wrote me word that he Expected me to
have made a fortune on that day" [when Seringapatam was
stormed on the 4th of May 17991 "but if he had been with
me he would have seen other business to Employ himself
about besides Plundering."

Or was it for love? Was William going to be
married? William informed his family "that the women in
India will usually take a man's word for the duty". It 
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