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This edition of the Magazine is the continuation of last year’s
issue number 10 which dealt with the development of the vil­
lage, its trades and occupations, and some architectural
notes on houses in the village.

Editor.

TRADES IN DANEHILL VILLAGE CENTRE FROM 1900
TO THE PRESENT DAY

By P.G. Lucas and P.R. Wenham.

The following histories of Trades in the village centre
are compiled from Kelly's Directories Danehill Parish Mag­
azines and information supplied by local traders and resi­
dents. A map on the centre pages of this magazine shows
the buildings in the village centre with a numbered key.

A study of the following histories will show that there
was a considerable amount of building and rebuilding during
the period 1895 to 1914.

There was some building in the period after the First
World War including the Memorial Hall in 1923.

MOTOR BUS SERVICES started in about 1922, and by 1939
there was an hourly service to East Grinstead, Brighton and
Uckfield. We hope to give full details of Bus services in a
later issue.

MAINS ELECTRICTY arrived in the village by 1934.

MAIN ROAD RECONSTRUCTION. During the mid 1930s
the main road through the village was reconstructed with
concrete kerb stones being added.

1939-45 WAR saw a great deal of A.R.P. and Home Guard
activity around the village centre. There was a static
water tank in the field next to The Bungalow (No. 30).

VILLAGE POND During the early 1950's the village pond in
front of Danehill Farm (No. 9) was filled in to make a car
park for the enlarged British Legion Club ( No. 10).
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MAIN WATER SUPPLY. The main water supply had arrived
in the village by 1950 following the drought of 1947 when
many wells had dried up and water tankers were used to
bring drinking water to the village.

MAIN DRAINAGE. Sewers were laid in 1968 and a disposal
works built in Collingford Lane, the main contractors were
Messrs. C.J. Thorne Ltd., of Uckfield.

RECREATION GROUND. At .
Danehill on 9th November 1962
with the plans prepared by the
acres of Woodgate Park behind
for a Sports field and children's
was formed in 1978 and in May

a public meeting held in
it was agreed to proceed

Parish Council to lease 8
the Memorial Hall (No. 31)
Playground. A Sports Club
1980 the Rt. Hon. Harold

Macmillan opened a new sports pavilion.

DANEHILL STORES. (No. 5)

Kelly's Directory for 1895 shows Edward Hoadley, Grocer and
Post Office. There is a similar entry for 1907. Edward was
the son of John Hoadley who was at the Stores in 1864. The
Hoadleys were farmers at Horsted Keynes and at Tanyard
Farm, Danehill.

Numerous other members of the Hoadley family were in
trade as shopkeepers in different parts of the county.
Edward Hoadley built a pair of cottages (No. 11) sometime
before 1899 and later for his own occupation "The Firs" (No.
12) now the Vicarage.

In 1915 Stanley Chandler, Grocer and Draper, appears in
Kelly's. He could have purchased the business as early as
1910 because by this date the Post Office had moved to East
Views (North of No. 32).

Advertisements appear in the Parish Magazine from January
1920 onwards. The following was printed in 1929:
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STANLEY CHANDLER

Grocer & Draper
THE STORES

DANEHILL.
Boots, Clothing, Brushes, Brooms,

Methylated Spirits,
W.A. Gilbey's Wines &. Spirits

Please join our Club .... . . Good Discount Given.

Stanley Chandler died in June 1930 and the business was
continued by his father, Charles, until the end of 1935.

Charles Chandler's last advertisement appeared in December
1935:

CHARLES CHANDLER
DANE HILL STORES

Is Stocked with a Variety of Goods to suit
the Inhabitants, and, by giving strict attention
to business and supplying the best articles at

reasonable prices, hopes to secure an
increased support,

Telephone No. 63 - for immediate delivery.

The above advertisment was repeated in the Magazine for
January 1936 under the name of J. BRISTOW. Mr. Bristow
was involved with the problems of food rationing during the
1939-45 war and retired in July 1948.

The subsequent owners of the shop are listed below, together
with their approximate dates of occupation.

1948-1951 Mr. Magarry.
1951-1958 Mr. and Mrs. V. Mahiques.
1958-1964 Mr. and Mrs. Shrewring.
1964-1972 Mr. and Mrs. Turner.
1972- M-. and Mrs. Dowling.
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From Parish Magazine, February 1971.

DANEHILL
STORES

(Proprietors: Mr. and Mrs. R. Turner)
GROCERIES
WINES & SPIRITS
CONFECTIONERY
LADIES WEAR
HABERDASHERY
CHINA & GLASS

GREENGROCERY
TOBACCO & CIGARETTES
STATIONERY
WOOLLENS
HARDWARE
GIFTS

Telephone: Danehill 263
Deliveries a Pleasure.

The Post Office moved back into the Stores from across the
road at Danehill Farm during the later years of Mr. and Mrs.
Turner's occupation.

THE CORNER SHOP (No. 27)

Mr. and Mrs. T. Funnell lived at the Oak Farm on the main
road South of the village, where Mrs. Funnell had a sweet
and tobacco shop in the premises which had previously been
a Beer House. Mr. "Trate" Funnell had carriages for hire,
ran the small farm and was a barber in his spare time.

A new shop was built by Mr. and Mrs. Funnell on the
N. end of Rose Cottage (No.27) before January 1920 when
the following advertisement appeared in the Parish Magazine:

MRS. T. FUNNELL,
Confectionery,

Stationery,
Toys & Tobacco,

DANEHILL.
The Funnells lived at "Fair View" (No. 11) and Mrs. Funnell
continued to cut men's hair and shave the occasional cust­
omer.
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MR. AND MRS. J.B. GARDINER had purchased the business
by January 1929 and were at the shop for over 30 years.
As the following advertisements shows, "wireless" had arrived:

January, 1929.
J.B. GARDINER

Tobacconist,Confectioner & Stationer
Wireless Supplies, Sets Overhauled.
From Jan.1937 to Aug. 1941

J.B. GARDINER
Tobacconist, Confectioner & Stationer.

Danehill.
COSSOR RADIO RECEIVERS.

Phone Danehill 85.

In 1936
"Agent for LYONS' ICE CREAM

' Cups and Bricks
From 2d. to 1/6

Take one Home
With You"

was added.

Mr. Gardiner sold batteries
for radios.

and "charged accumulators"

MR. AND MRS. F. STEVENS purchased the business on the
retirement of the Gardiners in 1962 and from this time it
was called "The Corner Shop".

NEWSAGENTS. Mr. George Newnham was the local
newsagent from 1919 to 1956 when he retired, the business
was carried on by Mr. Whiting who in 1962 sold the business
to Mr. and Mrs. Stevens.

In 1971 the little wooden hut next to the shop, which had
housed Cris Newnham's bootmaker's business until 1962, was
demolished. The Corner Shop was then enlarged to it's
present size, and now carries this current advertisement:
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THE
CORNER
SHOP DANEHILL

Films, Developing and
Printing
Newsagent
Periodicals, Etc.
Confectionery Tobacco
Stationery
Chemists Sundries
Radio and Torch Batteries
Seeds, Etc.
24-hour DRY CLEANING

Proprietors: Mr. & Mrs. F. STEVENS

THE CROCODILE. (No. 2)

The 1861 Census for Horsted Keynes parish shows Wil­
liam May at the Crocodile, this being the first reference we
have found to the name of the Beer House.

William appears in Kelly's Directory for 1896 as.. Bill
May, Beer Seller. There is an interesting photograph in the
bar of the Crocodile showing William and his wife, Louisa,
standing in front of the old Beer House. William May was
buried at Danehill on the 8th October, 1907. Kelly's 1907
shows "H.G. May, Carpenter & Beer Seller" Henry George
(Harry) was William and Louisa's youngest son.

It is almost certain that the old Beer House, occupied by
John Luxford in 1840, had been demolished and the present
building erected by 1907.

Harry May kept the Crocodile until his death in 1934
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when the Licence was taken over by his younger son, Norman,
who was helped in the running of the house by his mother.

Norman's retirement about 1960 ended the hundred years
occupation by the May family spanning three generations.

There were two Landlords in the period between the
last of the Mays and 1964, firstly Mr. Jim Morley and sec­
ondly Mr. Ernie Gatcombe.

For the period 1964-69 the hosts were Mr. and Mrs.
Wally Hyatt who carried out the first major alteration to the
building. The room to the South of the building which had
formerly been "The Tea Room" and later the Saloon Bar be­
came the Public Bar. The small Public Bar in the centre of
the building and the Games Room on the North became the
Lounge Bar and Restaurant. The garden to the North of
the building became a car park.

After the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt in 1969 the
next Landlord was Mr. Beaumont and in February 1971 the
following advertisement shows a change of Landlord yet
again.

Joyce & Philip Allingham
Extend you a warm welcome at

THE CROCODILE INN
DANEHILL.

Snacks Luncheons
Evening Grills

(Not Sunday or Monday)
OUTSIDE BARS PROVIDED.

By this time the meals had proved very popular and the
dividing wall between the Public and Lounge Bars was re­
moved and the present large Bar was formed.

The advertisement for June 1972 had the names of John
& Penny Barnaby extending the same warm welcome.
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Donna and Peter Green took over from the Barnabys in
1981.

THE BAKERY (No. 26)

ALONZO BERNARD COX. Entries appear in Kelly's in
1896 and continued until the death of Mr. Cox in 1937 at the
age of 84. Mr. Cox did not advertise in the Parish Mag­
azine.

A.J. NEWNHAM. "Bert" Newnham,who had previously been
the grocer and butcher at the Wiite House until 1926, came-
from Nutley to help with the deliveries by horse and cart
while Mr. Cox was ill. He later took over the business,
running it until 1940.

E.C. NEWNHAM. A younger brother of Bert carried on
with the business until his death in 1949. His widow cont­
inued with the business with Mr. Cooper as the baker.

W.G. COTTENHAM purchased the business in 1951 running it
until his retirement in 1979.

R.M. REARDON. Ran the business for a short while, the
last advertisement appearing in the- Parish Magazine in Dec­
ember 1980.
(For more details of the Bakery see our Magazine Vol. 1 No.
9 "A Visit to the Baker" by Hylda Rawlings).

1940
"Established over 60 years"

A.J. NEWNHAM
(Late A. Cox)

BAKER AND CONFECTIONER
THE BAKERY, DANEHILL,

SUSSEX.

E.C. Newnham used the same wording as his brother.

10.

1979
Tel. Danehill 296

W.G. COTTENHAM
Home Made Bread and Cakes

THE BAKERY
DANEHILL

Local Deliveries

SHOEMAKERS

ALFRED WARNETT
Kelly's in 1895 shows "Alfred Warnett, Shoemaker" who lived
at Little Danewood, North (No.23) where he had a small
wooden workshop in the garden on the north side of the cott­
age. Alfred died in 1923 and there is an entry in the Kelly's
for 1927 which reads "Warnett, Mary Ann (Mrs.) Shoe-maker"
which suggests that the business carried on for a while after
his death.

C.C. NEWNHAM
Crispin was a grandson of Elizabeth Newnham the widowed
shoemaker living at (No.32) in the 1871 Census. His father,
Charles, had a shoemaker's business in Cuckfield. "Cris"
came to Danehill in 1921 and set up his business in the shed
on the north of Rose Cottages (No.27). The first advertise­
ment in the Parish Magazine in March 1922 was

C. NEWNHAM,
Practical Boot Maker and

Repairer,
DANEHILL

Hand-sewn Work a Speciality.
Lowest Possible Prices.

"St. Crispins" (No.28) was built by Cris at the time of his 



marriage in 1926 and the ground floor of the house contained
a shoe shop and workroom.

Later advertisements include the phrases "For SPECIAL
VALUE in all Classes of FOOTWEAR" "REPAIRS receive
PROMPT ATTENTION" and "Only BEST ENGLISH LEATHER
USED". After the opening of the new shop the entry in-
dudes"High-Class LADIES', GENT'S & CHILDREN'S FOOT­
WEAR always in Stock" and "Socks, Laces, Boot Polishes, &
etc."

Cris was taken ill and his father, Charles, who had been born
in Danehill in 1866 came from Cuckfield to help with the
business. Cris Newnham died in November 1962 and the
shoemaker's business was closed.

THE BLACKSMITH (No. 15)

W. PAINTER is the Blacksmith at Danehill in Kelly's for
1896.

GEORGE ETHERTON moved to Danehill with his family, in­
cluding his two year old son, George, in 1897 and took over
the blacksmith's business. More details of George Etherton
and his trade appear in our issue Vol. 1 No. 9 "An Artist in
Ironwork".

In addition to the forge there was an ironmonger's shop in
the old house which sold nails, screws, paraffin, lamps and
lamp glasses and hardware.

George Etherton died in 1932 and the business was carried on
by two of his sons George and Edmund (Tim) assisted by
"Uncle" Etherton who lived at Ivy cottage.

Petrol was sold at the forge from an early date and we have
a photograph showing the pumps with petrol priced at Is lid.
(just under lOp) per gallon. The business closed in 1960 on
the retirement of the two brothers.
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PETER KING purchased the premises in 1960 using the forge
as a craft workshop for a while and began renovating the old
house. °

There are advertisements in the Parish Magazine in 1973/4:
DANEHILL GARAGE

DANEHILL GARAGE
BODY AND CHASSIS
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

THE FORGE
DANEHILL, SUSSEX

Phone 576.

The garage business carried on for longer than the advertise­
ments suggest.

MR. T. STEVENS purchased the forge in 1978 using it for his
dry cleaning business "Chess Set" and "Curtain Craft".

THE WINERY Mrs. Betty King now sells locally made wine
from the old house where Richard Tamplin, the Sussex brew­
er was born.

THE DANEWOOD PRESS The Danewood Press was estab­
lished by Mr. D.G. Stepney in 1938 and in 1945 the press oc­
cupied a new building ejected behind the forge until the win­
ter of 1962/3 when it was moved to Chelwood Gate, the
building was removed from the site.

THE WHITE HOUSE (No. 29)

BENJAMIN NEWNHAM, Grocer and Draper, appears in
Kelly's 1895. Benjamin was the eldest son of John and Eliz­
abeth Newnham. He appears in the 1871 Census living with
his widowed mother at (No. 32) aged 17 and a shoemaker by
trade.
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In 1907 his entry in Kelly's reads "Grocer, Draper and Butch­
er so it is safe to assume that by this date the butcher's
shop had been built on to the north side of the White House.

CHARLES HEAD is shown in the 1915 Kelly's as "Grocer and
Provision Merchant". His advertisement in the December
1920 Parish Magazine reads:

C. HEAD,
Grocer and Provision Merchant,

Tea Dealer, & etc.,
DANEHILL

This appears until September of the same year.

at this time the butchery business was probably still being
run by the Newnham family.

A.J. NEWNHAM, a son of Benjamin, advertises in the Parish
Magazine in January 1922 as:

A.J. NEWNHAM
Family Butcher.

DANE HILL.
Dairy Fed Pork and Sausages in season

BEST QUALITY MEAT ONLY.

The issue for April 1923 has "and Grocer" added, signifying
that by this date Mr. Head had left Danehill and A.J. Newn­
ham was running both businesses.

By April 1926 the two shops were again under separate
ownership and there are two advertisements:

A.J. NEWNHAM,
DANEHILL,

(Tel. 18)
Best Quality Groceries and

Provisions.
and I.W. Scrase, Butcher

THE BRUCE FAMILY occupied the house and ran the groc­
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ery business for a short while before selling it to H.S. Tunks.

H.S. TUNKS In January 1927 H.S. Tunks who had previously
advertised as owner of Furners Green Stores, had taken over
the grocery business at Danehill and appears as:

H.S. TUNKS,
Noted for

High Class Groceries and Provisions
THE STORES

Post Office, Furners Green
(Methylated Spirit)

WHITE HOUSE STORES, DANEHILL.
The shop was managed by Mr. C. Hever. However, by Jan­
uary 1931 the advertisements show Mr. Tunks at Furners
Green Stores only. The grocery business had closed.

BUTCHERS at the White House after A.J. Newnham.
From May 1926 - to December 1931:

I.W. SCRASE,
FAMILY BUTCHER,

Dane Hill and Burgess Hill.
Prime Pickled Tongues.

Southdown Mutton our Speciality
All orders punctually attended to in the neighbourhood

DAILY.
Cold Storage in Summer.

From February to December 1932:
FRED STREET,

Family Butcher and Poulterer.
DANEHILL, SUSSEX.

Southdown Mutton and Dairy Fed Pork.
Families Waited on for Orders.

Mr. Street continued with the business for some years after
he ceased advertising. The disused butcher's shop was used
by the Danehill Home Guard as their guard room from 1940
onwards.
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Next to Mr. Street's last advertisement in 1932 Messrs. J.
Sainsbury advertise their stores in East Grinstead.

The Misses Bruce were at the house in June 1930 when the
"Barn" was used by the Choral Society.

MR. & MRS. BARNES MOSS andTHE ORANGE TEA ROOMS.

The first advertisement appears in August 1931:
THE

ORANGE TEA ROOMS
DANEHILL

Home-Made Cakes, Scones and Jam.
Telephone Danehill 18.

The advertisements finish in December 1932 but the Tea
Rooms continued until 1939. The Tea Rooms were in the old
grocer's shop and were a favourite venue for cycling clubs at
weekends.

TELEPHONE EXCHANGE. From the time of A.J. Newnham
the Danehill exchange was situated in the White House, re­
maining there until July 1947 when the manual exchange was
replaced by an automatic one in Freshfield Lane.

Soon after the end of the war the property was divided and
the butcher's and grocer's shops were converted to form part
of a dwelling occupied by Miss Newton. In 1954 the property
was purchased by MR. &MRS J. SALES who later removed
the shop front and restored the facade of the house to what
was probably its original appearance. The White House that
we see now, for so long the village Inn and farmhouse, later
a grocer's shop and Post Office, a butcher's, telephone ex­
change and a tea room, is now a private residence.

WHEELWRIGHTS

ENOCH LANGRIDGE was the wheelwright at "Providence

16.
Cottage" (No. 24) from 1884 onwards.
Kelly's was in 1927. He advertised in the
February 1925;

His last entry in
Parish Magazine in

E. LANGRIDGE & SON,
Wheelwrights,
Undertakers,

Carpenters, <3c Etc.
DANEHILL, SUSSEX.

Enoch was the last wheelwright in Danehill. He worked
closely with Mr. George Etherton at the Forge, taking the
wheels he had made along the twitten behind the old church
yard for the iron rims to be fitted.

Enoch langridge died on January 23rd 1930 aged 76 years.
The wheelwright's shop was demolished in the early 1950's.

DANEHILL FARM (Nos. 8 and 9)

Kelly's 1896 shows "Bill Wood, Farmer, Danehill Farm (not
Mrs. Rogers as shown in Vol. 1 No. 10).

MRS. ROGERS, Farmer, does appear in 1907 and 1915
Kelly's at Danehill Farm.

The Rogers family were probably there as tenants of the
Hardy Estate until the house and a small quantity of land
was sold in 1920. The remainder of the land was farmed
from a new house and buildings in Freshfield Lane, now call­
ed Latchetts Farm.

LADY DECIES Danehill Farm House was purchased by Lady
Decies whose advertisements under the name of "Madame
Sylvia" appear from 1922 to 1924:
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1922
MADAME SYLVIA

DANE HILL FARM, DANE HILL,
Begs to announce she has opened the above

premises for
New and Second Hand Clothing.

Millinery, Stationery, Toys, Fancy Goods, at Bargain Prices.
Also Eggs, Flowers and Vegetables sold.
Dogs Boarded. Tea Gardens open in April. Cheap Teas.
Light Luncheons. Rooms to Let.

1924
MADAME SYLVIA

DANEHILL TEA GARDENS & STORE.
3d. & 6d. Bazaar. Eggs, Flowers

& Vegetables
Light Luncheons.

Rooms to Let. Parties catered for.

ROBERT MAXWELL Kelly's for 1927 and 1938 show
Robert Maxwell, Ashdown Fencing Company. The barn and
other farm buildings at the top of Horsted Lane (No. 6) were
demolished at about this time and a large corrugated iron
shed was built. This shed was used for the manufacture of
chestnut fencing. This building has now been removed. In
the early 1930's a small wooden building was erected in
front of the house into which the Post Office was moved
from East View* The sub-Postmistress was then Mrs. Mar­
garet Butler, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Maxwell.

Advertisements show that in addition to the postal business
Wools and Sweets were also sold. Mrs. Butler was also the
Agent for Southdown Coach Services.

The Post Office continued here until about 1970 when it re­
turned to its old home at Danehill Stores across the road.
The Post Office building was removed when the road was
widened.
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THE SCOUT HUT

The first Scout Hut was built by Mr. Ronald Hardy facing
the twitten behind the old Church Yard, almost on the site
of the old barn (No. 18). The Scout Hut was used by the
Danehill Scouts and Cubs and also for occasional social func­
tions. In later years it was used by the Infant Welfare Clinic
and the Library.

In March 1957 a letter from Mrs. B.V. Hardy appeared in the
Parish Magazine in which she wrote that the Scout Hut was
in need of repair and was seldom used and she proposed to
remove the building.

A new Scout Hut was built in the Recreation Ground behind
the Memorial Hall in 1963.

DANEHILL MEMORIAL HALL (No. 31)

A letter from Mrs. Marie Corbett dated 1st December 1919
was printed in the Parish Magazine. The letter was headed
"The proposed memorial hall'* and started
Dear Mr. Editor,
"I beg the hospitality of a small space in your widely read
Magazine to lay before your readers my views as to their
duties in regard to what we all seem to have very much at
heart, our Village Memorial Hall.
We want it now, and the sooner we get it the better, but of
course we must be reasonable. Present prices are exorbitant
and we should not get ou t money's worth."

Mrs. Corbett goes on to say that there is not enough money
to build a decent Hall, which suggests that by this date some
money had been raised. The letter ends with an appeal to
villagers to help in raising money.

Mrs. Leonora Messel of Danehurst who died in 1918 was
closely involved with the new Danehill Womens Institute.
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After the death of her husband, Harold George Messel, in
1920 his executors made a donation from his estate of £1,000
towards the cost of a Hall for the use of the W.I. in memory
of his wife.

At a public meeting held at the School in February 1923 it
was agreed to raise additional funds to build a larger Hall
for the use of the village in memory of the men of the Par­
ish killed in the Great War.

The architect was a Miss Hughes and the builders were
Messrs. H. & E. Waters of Forest Row. The land on which
the Hall had been built was eventually given to the village
by Mr. C.H. Corbett in 1927.

A temporary kitchen and dressing room was built on to the
back of the main Hall at the time of construction and these
were replaced by the present kitchen and ladies' cloak room
in 1975. In 1980 the further addition of a Committee Room
and new gentlemen's cloak room completed the present
building.

We hope to be able to give details of some of the other
Trades and village activities in a later issue of the Magazine
and will be grateful for any further information that can be
provided.
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KEY TO MAP

No. 1 CHERRY RIPE - Single Cottage. 19th Century.
No. 2 THE CROCODILE - Public House. 1701. Rebuilt 1910.
No. 3 DANEHILL COTTAGES - Pair. Pre 1661. Rebuilt 19th Century.
No. A ROBERTS WARREN - House. Built as Chapel cl824.
No. 5 DANEHILL STORES - House and Shop. Pre 1637. Rebuilt late

No. 6
17th Century.

BARN. 17th Century? Demolished.
No. 7 FARMHOUSE. c!550. Abandoned 19th Century. Demolished 1979.
No. 8 DANEHILL FARM - House. Pre 1629. Rebuilt early 18th Century.

Extended cl800.
No. 9 VILLAGE POND.
No. 10 BRITISH LEGION. cl892 as a Reading Room. Ext. 20th Century.
No. 11 FAIR VIEW - Semi-detached. Late 19th Centuiry.
No. 12 VICARAGE. 18th Century? Rebuilt cl905.
No. 13 OLD SMITHY» 18th Century? Demolished late 19th Century.
No. 13a NEW SMITHY. Now a small industrial premises.
No. 14 IVY COTTAGE - House. Mid 19th Century as two cottages.
No. 15 THE FORGE - House and Shop. cl450 as farmhouse.
No. 16 FERN COTTAGE - House. Late 18th Century?
No. 17 KNELLS - Farmhouse. Late 16th or early 17th Century.

Demolished 189 3?
No. 18 BARN. Position approx. 16th Century? Demolished 1835?
No. 19 COTTAGES - Pair. Early 19th Century? Demolished 1893?
No. 20 COTTAGE & SHOP. C1770? Demolished 1893?
No. 21 HOLY TRINITY CHAPEL. 1835. Demolished 1893.
No. 22 TOLLHOUSE. cl820. Demolished C1870.
No. 23 LITTLE DANEWOOD NORTH & SOUTH - Pair. Late 19th Century.
No. 24 LITTLE DANEWOOD EAST & WEST - Pair. East mid-19th Century.

West early 20th Century.
No. 25 1-3 ROSE COTTAGES. Nos. 1 and 2 pre 1875, No.3 a little

later.
No. 26 THE BAKERY - House. cl881 as pair and bakehouse.
No. 27 6-8 ROSE COTTAGES and SHOP. cl881.
No. 28 ST. CRISPINS. C1930.
No. 29 THE WHITE HOUSE - House. Back cl450. Front 18th Century.

Farm, then Inn, then Shop.
No. 30 WHITE HOUSE COTTAGE - House. Mid 19th Century? Earlier

Farm Buildings.
No. 31 VILLAGE HALL. 1922.

No. 32 SPENT OUT AND SPENDERS - Pair. 1790 as Weavers shop,
cot by 1830. Spenders added mid 19th Century
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THE CHURCHES OF DANEHILL

by James Rawlings

It was not until 1835 that the first Church was built at
Danehill. The site, which was then part of Danehill Green,
had been given by the Earl of Sheffield, and is where the
War Memorial now stands.

At that time Danehill did not exist as a separate parish
and the new Holy Trinity Chapel was a chapel at ease to the
parish Church of Fletching. A sum of LIO per annum being
granted out of the revenue of that Church for the incumbent
of Danehill, who was to be the Vicar of Fetching or one of
his curates.

In a petition, presented to the Bishop requesting the est­
ablishment of a new Chapel, it was stated "that the
population of the District called Chelwood and Danehill,
which forms the nothern part of the parish is large and in­
creasing, that the said District lies at such a distance from
the parish Church at Fletching that the inhabitants thereof
cannot without great inconvenience attend Divine Service".
Another reason, no doubt, was that a Strict Baptist Chapel
had been erected in the Village in 1823, next to what is now
Danehill Stores and would have attracted people away from
the parish church.

The foundation stone of the new Chapel was laid in 1835
by Harriett, Countess of Sheffield, and in the following year
it was consecrated, together with the adjoining ground by the
Bishop of Chichester.

The building was of red brick and unlike most Churches
was built on a North - South axis. It consisted of a porch
on the North end, a nave without aisles and a chancel at the
South end.

In 1840 Warburton Davies, who owned the Woodgate
estate a half mile North of the Village and his brother Fran­
cis, who owned the Danehurst estate a half mile South, were 
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granted a faculty to each build a gallery for their own use in
the new Chapel. These were fifteen feet long and four feet
six inches wide and projected through the side walls, with
their own staircases and entrances outside the Chapel.
They cost LI 10 each to build. The Woodgate gallery was on
the west, Freshfield Lane side, and the Danehurst gallery
was on the east side. Under each gallery was a servants
pew, and beneath, burial vaults for members of the family.
Entry to vaults were under the floor within the Chapel.

The district continued to grow and on the 11th of March
1851 the ecclesiastical parish of Danehill was created out of
the Northern part of Fletching, together with a smaller por­
tion taken out of the eastern side of Horsted Keynes. The
patron of the living was the Earl of Sheffield, who held the
advowson of Fletching, and the first vicar to be appointed
was the Rev. John Packer. He only stayed a year, however,
and on the 5th of March 1852 the Rev. Thomas White Boyce
was presented to the living. Coinciding. with his appoint­
ment came the building of a Vicarage, a large house and
garden designed by G. Wales, on the main road just south of
the Village, now known as "Richard Bertram House". The
site was given by Francis Davies and a plaque in the entr­
ance hall lists other subscribers as The Earl of Sheffield,
Hugh Hughes Esq (who has succeded Warburton Davies at
Woodgate) W.C. Mabbott Esq of Danehill, R.W. Blencoe Esq
of Chailey, The Rev. W. Plucknett of Horsted Keynes, and
the Rev. J. Packer of Barbados. The latter presumably was
the first vicar. There was also a grant from the Chichester
Diocesian Association with assistance from Queen Anne's
Bounty.

A few years later a substantial Coach house and stables
were added.

The Rev. Boyce only remained at Danehill until 1856.
There was then a succession of vicars (see appendix 1) until
the Rev. Walter Summers was appointed on the 5th of March
1872. He was to remain here for forty-five years, dying at
the age of eighty-four on the 14th October, 1917.
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The year after his arrival a vestry meeting decided that
the grave yard next to Holy Trinity Chapel was insufficient
and dangerous to health. A timely gift of an acre of land
opposite the site of the present Church enabled a new burial
ground to be set out. The donor was Charles Corbet Esq
who in January 1873 had bought Woodgate.

Episcopal Archives
W.S.R.O. 11/26
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In 1879 the walls of the Chancel of Holy Trinity, were
after the fashion of the time^ matchboarded, stained and var­
nished. A gift of Herbert Carey Hardy who had purchased
Danehurst in 1875 as a home for his bride. In 1888 he again
made a generous gesture to the Church in paying for the re­
pairs following a serious fire in November 1887, suggesting
that the insurance money, which amounted to £380 8s. Od,
should be set aside as a nucleus towards a fund for building a
new Church. We do not know the extent of the fire, but
from the amount of the insurance, a considerable sum in
those days, it must have been quite serious. One clue
comes from a painting of the Church done in 1880 showing
what appears to be a small bell tower on the ridge of the
roof in the centre of the nave. In a later photograph this
has disappeared and has been replaced by a bell under a
small roof, attached to the apex of the north gable of the
nave. This addition bears the date 1889 suggesting that the
fire could well have been serious enough to have damaged
the roof.

Very soon after the fire, aged only forty, Mr. Hardy
died as the result of an accident. Two years after his
death, his widow offered to erect a new Church at Danehill
in his memory. The dedication was to "AH Saints" and the
site chosen was just up the hill, looking down on the old
Chapel. The foundation stone was laid in November 1891,
by their eldest son Guy Charles Hardy, who had become pat­
ron of the living, and the Church was consecrated by the
Bishops of Chichester on the 12th of August 1892.

The Church was built by Messrs. Rudd of Grantham
from designs by G.F. Bodley, R.A., a very eminent Church
architect, and his partner G.F. Garner; it cost approximate­
ly £12,000. The material used was sandstone from Scaynes
Hill, with stone slabs on the roof. It consists of a Nav«Tby a
carved oak verandah screen; a Lady Chapel North and the
Vestry South of the Choir; and, unusually, behind the latter a
Sacristry. The style is a mixture of Decorated and Perpen­
dicular, the latter being used in the large East window and
the South Aisle and Porch. The North Aisle and porch,
with the remaining windows, are Decorated. The roofs of
the nave and aisles are of darkened oak with gilded carved
bosses, whilst the roofs of the Chancel and side Chapel are

qtrcr if rec.ANorth o.c>d S>Cut’h ‘4 Chcir
SxJbarateA The, Nayje 
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decorated against a background of green and blue respect­
ively and also have gilded bosses. Both have texts painted
in Latin above the cornice, the translation of that in the
chancel being "With angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name
evermore praising Thee and saying Holy, Holy, Holy, Heaven
and earth are full of thy glory"; and that in the Chapel the
first verses of the Magnificat. The choir stalls and pews
are all in oak.

It was Mrs. Hardy's original wish that she would pay
both for the building of the Church and for fitting it out.
In the event, however, many of the fittings were provided by
gifts and out of donations from parishioners, friends and
neighbours. These included the windows, executed by a
pupil of Bodley, C.E. Kempe of Lindfield, whose work can be
seen in many Sussex churches. The font of black and white
purbeck marble with a glorious carved oak cover in the
form of a spire surmounted by an angel. The font and cov­
er framed in the great tower arch, form the dominant
feature of the South end of the Church. The cover, in-
cidently, was loaned to the Victoria and Albert Museum in
1972 for an exhibition of Victorian Church Art. The organ,
presented by E. Wormaid of Chelwood Beacon is by "Words­
worth" of Leeds. It stands on the Rood Screen, and, with
the absence of a Chancel arch, looks down on both the choir
and the nave.

The Church has continued over the years to be enriched
with new fittings and memorials. These included a peal of
four bells (see appendix 2) fitted in the west tower in
1897/8. They were supplied by John Taylor and Company of
Loughborough at a cost of 1245 10s. 4d. which included an
allowance of L5 for an old small bell, possibly the one from
Holy Trinity. Two further bells were added to the peal in
1958, the gift of the Hardy family in memory of Herbert
Ronald Hardy.

A clock installed in the North face of the tower in 1898.
It has an eight day gun-metal dead beat escapement and was
supplied by John Moore and Sons of Clerkenwell at a cost of

28.

1121 13s. d. Originally it had a four feet six inches oct­
agonal oak dial which has been replaced by a round metal
one.

The figure of the Good Shepherd in the niche over the
South porch added in 1907 in memory of Fanny Jessop, for
many years a faithfull friend and servant of the Hardy fami­
ly at Danehurst. The subject was suggested by Bodley and
executed by Laurence Taylor.

The Calvary War Memorial, executed in wood from a
design of Messrs. Bodley and Hare, put up under the screen
in 1920.

The ornamental iron railings behind the organist made by
George Ether ton, Senior in 1922. Mr. Etherton was the
blacksmith at Danehill and well known for his ornamental
iron-work. His two sons, George and Edmund Etherton were
responsible for the George the Vth Memorial iron gates at
the entrance in Church Lane.

The beautiful Triptych and Reredos designed by Sir Nin-
ian Comper erected in 1935. It bears the inscription "In
memory of Adela Louisa Cassandra Hardy who built this
Church as a memorial to her husband, this, reredos is ded­
icated by her children Anno Dmi 1935 Matri Delectae Pos­
ter! Gratissimi".

The carved oak communion rails, designed by F.C. Eden
and G. Cogswell, given in 1938 by Mr. and Mrs. Haslam of
Danehurst to commerorate "twenty-five years of perfect
married love".

The doors to the South porch given in 1975 in memory
of the daughters of Herbert and Louisa Hardy by their Nep­
hews and Nieces.

When the Church was first built it was lit by candles,
as it was the architect's view that oil lamps, though giving
more light, would not harmonise with the architectural
features of the church as well as candles. However, candles
were found to be inadequate and in 1909 they were replaced 
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by ten Messrs. Wippells oil "Illuminator Lamps": two on bra­
ckets in each aisle, four on standards in the centre aisle and
two on brackets in the choir. The oil lamps in their turn
were replaced by electric lighting in November 1934, itself
to be replaced and rewired in 1970.

The first heating was by a hot air furnace manufactured
by G.N. Harden and Sons of London, which also heated hot
water supplied to large pipes running along the walls of the
side aisles. The furnace failed in 1917, and owing to the
war, the church had to rely on eight oil heaters for the next
eighteen months before a new hot water system could be in­
stalled, itself to be converted to oil in the late 1950's.

Following the erection of the new church, Holy Trinity
Chapel was pulled down in 1893, the work being done by J.
Luxford, builder of Forest Row. Except for the font, holy
table, monuments and gravestones, the materials were sold
and the proceeds used to level and make good the site. At
about the same time three cottages which stood behind the
Chapel were demolished, to give the fine view we now have
of the Church.

Following the death of the Rev. Summers in 1917, the
Rev. F. de W Lushington was appointed, but he only
remained a few years and was followed by the Rev. F.E.
Coope. It was during his Ministry during the early 1920's
that the patronage of the living was purchased by "The
Church Association and National Protestant League" now
known as "The Church Society Trust".

Our next vicar the Rev. H.E. Stuart was only here for
two years and was succeeded by Major The Rev. H.F.C.
Kempe, M.C. who had served as a regular officer in the
Royal Field Artillery. He came when the feelings of the
parishioners towards the Church were at a low ebb, but by
his tact and energy soon helped to fill the Church again.
He will be remembered for starting a most successful
young persons' Club in the village and also for the original
drawing from which the cover of this magazine was taken:
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having been used from March 1936 for a number of years as
the cover of the Parish Magazine.

It was during his Ministry in 1939, that the old vicar­
age, which was too large for modern use, was sold and the
present vicarage, formerly known as "The Firs" was pur­
chased.

On the 14th of October 1940 one of a stick of bombs
fell on the burial ground. The parish magazine, reporting
the incident, notes that the squad of village men who res-
stored order out of chaos were encouraged by thirty-six
pints of beer placed at their disposal.

In August 1941 the Rev. Kempe left Danehill to become
the Vicar of Cuckfield. In his place came the Rev.P.G.P.
Cornish who, from 1956, was also Rural Dean of Uckfield.
In 1949 the ravages of time was such that it was necessary
to carry out extensive repairs to the Church with the inev­
itable appeal to raise the necessary funds. It is sad to
think that thirty-three years later we are again faced with
the same problem. However, if the past is any guide, I am
sure the village will rise to the occasion and ensure that our
beautiful Church is fit to hand on to the new generation.

---------- oOo----------

My sources for this article have principally been:-
(1) Episcopal Archives in the West Sussex Record Office.
(2) Danehill Parish Magazines.
(3) The Registers and other parish documents kindly made

available to me by the vicar of Danehill, the Rev.
David Markham.
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Appendix 1

VICARS OF DANEHILL

Appendix 2

John Packer 1851-1852
Thomas White Boyce 1852-1855
Thomas Bell 1856-1860
Robert John shaw 1860-1868
William Battersby 1869
Edward James Warmington 1871
Walter Summers 1872-1917
F de W. Lushington 1918-1921
F.E. Coope 1921-1929
H.E. Stuart 1930-1932
H.F.C. Kempe 1933-1941
W.A. Pearson 1941-1943
P.G.P. Cornish 1944-1959
Ian Paton Hunter 1960-1967
Mark Russell 1967-1977
David C. Markham 1978-Priest

In Charge.

BELLS AT ALL SAINTS DANEHILL.
Inscription weight When

Treble Arme de Foi Hardy cwt qr lbs 1958
Second Vox Clare Ecce Intonat 1958
Third Venite Adoremus 1898
Fourth Regen Regum Dominum 5- 2 -17 1898
Fifth Regen Martyrum Dominum 6- 3 0 1898
Tenor Venite Adoremus 7- 3- 5 1898

32.

(Extract from the newspaper report) of Saturday, August
25th 1888.

FUNERAL OF MR. HARDY, OF DANEHURST.

'The obsequies of Herbert Carey Hardy, Esq., of Dane-
hurst, were celebrated on Saturday, when the funeral ser­
vice was held at Danehill Church, and the internment took
place at the cemetry thereto, amidst general demonstration
of respect and sorrow. The circumstances under which the
esteemed and lamented squire of Danehurst met with the
accident which brought to an abrupt termination of a most
useful and honourable life have already been noticed in
these columns, and, therefore, there are very few details
connected with the melancholy event calling for further
comment. The accident, it appears, was caused by tripping
over a dog chain when Mr. Hardy was about to alight from
a trap, in which he had been driving with his son, and the
fracture of the leg consequent upon the fall was so severe
that amputation had to be resorted to. This was success­
fully performed but the sufferer did not rally, and expired,
surrounded by his wife and family, on Saturday evening, the
11th of August, within six hourse of the completion of the
40th year of his age, he having been born on August 12th
1848. Thus, in a few short hours, was the house at Kin-
veachy, in the county of Inverness, where Mr. Hardy had
extensive shootings, converted into a place of mourning,
where just previously all had been bustle and preparation for
the birthday of the squire, and the reception of friends who
were coming down for the opening of the shooting season.
Mr. Hardy leaves a widow - the daughter of Mr. Knight of
Chawton House, near Alton, Hants, where the family have
been seated for centuries -and a family of eight children,
all of which are of tender years.

The body, enclosed in a coffin of polished oak, with
massive Gothic furniture, and breast-plate, simply recording
the name of the deceased gentleman, and the dates of his
birth and death, arrived by train at Sheffield Park station
at two o'clock on Friday, it having been brought by railway
from Boat of Garten station, Inverness. A hearse was in
waiting to receive the coffin, which, on reaching Danehurst, 
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was placed on a bier in the library, which had been trans­
formed into a 'chapelle ardente'. The end and each side of
the room were banked with majestic ferns and fine foliaged
plants in pot, relieved by choice exotic flowers. The coffin
and its supports were completely covered with splendid
wreaths and crosses of flowers, numbering nearly a hun­
dred, and sent from all parts of the country. At the head
of the coffin was placed a crucifix of alabaster and
candelabra of seven lights, the candles of which were kept
burning throughout the night. Contributions of plants and
flowers were kindly sent from the hothouses and conser­
vatories of the Earl of Sheffield, at Sheffield Park; Sir
Spencer Maryon Wilson, of Searles; Mr. Wormaid, of Red
House; and Mr. Chatterton of Birch Grove. The funeral
took place shortly after noon on Saturday, the arrangements
being of a very simple and unostentatious character. The
coffin, which was almost concealed by the wealth of flowers
placed upon it, was born on ahand-bier and work-men em­
ployed on the estate, all of whom wore white gabardines,
or, as they are better known in Sussex "smock-frocks". All
of the relatives, personal friends, tenants, servants and cot­
tagers walked on foot, except the ladies of the family, who
went to church in private carriages. The procession was a
very long one, and its progress was watched with melanch­
oly interest by the people who had assembled in the neigh­
bourhood of the church.

Those who took part in the funeral procession from the
house were:- Mrs. H.C. Hardy, Master Guy Hardy (eldest

son) Mr. Charles Hardy of Chilham Castle,
Kent (brother). Miss Adela Hardy (eldest
daughter) and the head nurse, Mrs. Jessop.
Mr. and Mrs. Montague Knight, Major and Mrs.
Rice. Mr. and Mrs. Worsley, Sir Edward and
Lady Bradford. Major Henry Knight and
Captain Brodnax Knight, Mr. Arthur Smith.
Mr. Montague Bradford. Viscount Cranbrook
(Lord President of the Council) and the Hon. J.
Stewart Gathorne-Hardy,M.P. Mr. Lawrence
Hardy and Mr. Evelyn Bradford. Mr. Spencer
Portal; the Misses Carey Borrer. Mr. Fryer
(house steward) and Mrs. Harnett (house­
keeper). The Household Servants at
Danehbrst. Mr. Coombe (farm steward), Mrs.

3*.
Coombs and family. The Tenants:- Messrs. T.
Knight (Cockhaise) Comber (Cockhaise Mill) D.
Bates (Latchetts) Wood (Woodsland) Osborne
(Town Place) W. Wood (Danehill) Wickens
(Tremaines) S. Cherryman (Oak) S. Baker
(Portmansford) Luckens (Butcher's Barn) & &.

The mournful cortege was met at the churchyard gates
by the following clergy, who wore the white surplices of
their holy office:- The Rev. Prebendary Carey Borrer
(treasurer of the diocese of Chichester and rector of Hurst­
pierpoint) the Rev. F.R. Hepburn (rector of Chailey and rur­
al dean) the Rev. W.F. Attenborough (vicar of Fletching) the
Rev. W. Summers (vicar of Danehill) the Rev. H.J. Peckham
(incumbent of Nutley) and the Rev. F. Willett (Scaynes Hill).

Among the numerous assembly who awaited the arrival
of the body at the church we observed' (here follows a long
list of local dignitaries, representatives of local societies
and people from Danehill and neighbouring villages).
.......................... .. 'It is estimated that the attendance of all

classes exceeded a thousand person'.

(There follows a description of the service which was taken
by the Rev. Summers, the lesson read by the rector of 
Chailey and the service at the grave-side by the Rev. Pre­
bendary Carey Borrer) 'The floral con­
tributions of loving relatives and friends, and from the pub­
lic bodies, were indeed very beautiful and numerous. In­
cluded among them were offerings from the Conservative
Association of Danehill, Lewes, Uckfield, East Grinstead,
and Haywards Heath: from the committee of Danehill
Horticultural Society, the Horsted Keynes Cricket Club, the 
cottagers of Danehill, the tenants and the school children'. .
.............. 'Masters Herbert and Gerald Summers sent a wre­

ath "With love to their dear god-father"...........................'Mr.
Coombs (the bailiff of Danehurst) Mrs. Cunnington (the late
keeper's widow) the household servants, the coachman, Mr.
Stevens and his wife, the keepers and gardeners of Dane­
hurst, and many other humble friends who have lost a kind
considerate master, and a generous thoughtful friend.
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(Extract from newspaper of All Saints Day, Novpmhor .
L8917 " ---------

THE NEW CHURCH AT DANEHILL.

The Foundation Stone laid by Mr. Guy Charles Hardy

'A memorable stage in the building of t..e beautiful new
church at Danehi was reached on Saturday last, when the
dedication stone was laid by Mr. Guy Charles Hardy, the eld­
est son of the lady who erects this church in pious memory
of her husband, the late Herbert Carey Hardy, Esq., of Dane-
hurst. The stone was laid in the presence of the venerable
Lord Bishop of Chichester, the Archdeacon of Lewes, and the
clergy of the district, and among the large congregation at
the service attending the ceremony were Mrs. Hardy and her
charming family of nine children, the youngest of which was
born shortly after the lamented death, from accident, of her
father, whose loss plunged a wide district in sorrow. Also
present were Mr. Charles Stewart Hardy of Chilham Castle
Kent, brother to the gentleman to whose memory the church
is building; and the churchwardens, Mr. Edward Wormaid of
Chelwood Beacon, and Mr. Thomas Chatfield, and other lead­
ing residents of the parish' ......................
(Description of the district of Danehill and of the service of
dedication follows) 'The 84th Psalm having been
sung, followed by prayer, Mr. Edward Wormaid, on behalf of
the parish, presented to Mr. Guy Hardy a handsome silver
trowel with an ivory handle' 'In a receptacle beneath
the foundation stone was placed, with other mementos, a
parchment document, recording that the church was built "to
the glory of God, and in memory of Herbert Carey Hardy".
Mr. Guy Hardy having, with the assistance of the builder duly
laid the stone, said, in a firm, clear voice,

"In the faith of Jesus Christ we place this
foundation stone, in the name of God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost".

36.
(Extract)

CONSECRATION OF THE NEW MEMORIAL CHURCH
AT DANEHILL.

(12th of August 1892)

The Ceremony of Consecration.

'The consecration service was fixed for eleven o'clock in
the morning, but before that hour the church was crowded
with a very fashion ble congregation; indeed it seemed that
all classes for miles around must have made a special effort
to be present to witness the dedication of the beautiful
structure to God's holy worship. The seating capacity was
tested to the utmost; chairs had to be placed in the aisles
and many there had to content themselves with standing room.
The. service took the usual form of prayer and ceremonies
used at the consecration of churches throughout the diocese.
Shortly after eleven o'clock the Bishop of Chichester was
met at the door by the clergy and choir, and as the proces­
sion moved towards the chancel the hymn "Praise ye Lord
ye heavens adore Him" was sung by the surpliced choir
(under the conductorship of Mr. Harris) which was augmented
for the occasion by choristers from adjoining parishes. The
venerable Biship was attended by the Rev. Treasurer Borrer,
rector of Hurstpierpoint, who carried the pastoral staff, and
Mr. E.C. Currey of Lewes, who acted as chancellor in the
several legal duties of the ceremony. Included in the pro­
cession were Mr. E. Wormaid and Mr. T. Chatfield, the
churchwarden and the following clergy' (a long list of clergy
follows including the Rev. Walter Summers, vicar of Dane­
hill) 'Mr. Austin Leigh presided at the organ'. . .
... 'a collection was made in aid of the fund for providing
a peal of bells for the Church. At the end of the Commun­
ion Service, the sermon was preached by the Bishop who sel­
ected for his text a part of the 22nd verse of the 21st chap­
ter of the book of the Revelation of St. John "I saw the
temple therein" '

'The Chancellor afterwards read the sentence of conse-
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cration, which was signed by the Bishop, who concluded th
service by pronouncing the blessing'.

'The Bishop and clergy and a large number of the local
ladies and gentlemen were in the afternoon entertained at
luncheon by Mrs. Hardy, in a marquee on the lawn at Dane
hurst. The proceedings were quite of a social character'
and no toasts were proposed. In another marquee the chur­
ch choir, and other officials and friends were entertained
after which a game of cricket was indulged in. The work­
men who had been employed in the building of the church
were not forgotten, and in the evening they sat down to a
bountiful repast and spent a very pleasant time'.

The above extracts are taken from newspaper cuttings which
belonged to Mr. Horace Chatfield, late of Portmansford
Farm, Furner's Green. Mr. Chatfield was a churchwarden
between 1907-11 and 1918-1940 and greatly loved and res­
pected in Danehill Parish. He died on January 1st 1941 aged
81 years. Horace Chatfield was christened at the "Holy
Trinity" Chapel, Danehill on July the 11th 1859. He was a
son of Hannah and Thomas Chatfield, Farmer of Sliders Farm

■ (who at the christening of another child eight years previous­
ly is described as 'Wheelwright, Furner's Green').
Thomas Chatfield died at the age of 80 at "Penfold Cottage"
and was buried in "AU Saints" churchyard on the 29th July
1904. He had been the Parish Churchwarden for thirty
years. 7

The newspaper cuttings were given to the Society by his
grandson Mr. G. Chatfield of Lewes.
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THE DANEHILL WINDMILL

In c.1818 a windmill was erected on Danehill. It stood a lit­
tle to the west (Freshfield Lane side) of the site of "All
Saints Church" which was to be built on the hill seventy-four
years later.

Positioned high on the hill, with its sails turning in the wind,
the new windmill must have been a fine sight. So far, we
have found no pictures or plans and only four brief refer­
ences to it, but these tell a complete story: they record the
birth, brief working life and sudden death of the Danehill
Windmill. Let them tell their own story.

The Southern Weekly Advertiser, October the 19th 1818.
Brighton Ref. Library)
Advert. At the Crown Inn Horsted Keynes 24th of October
1818

TO BE LETT BY AUCTION All that newly erected
Post.......Corn Mill with two pairs of stones, machines
etc., complete. 2 acres of rich meadowland more or
less, stable and hog pound, desirably situate in Danehill
in the above parish adjoining to the turnpike road from
Lewes to London, centrally jp laced for grist work and a
good ready flour trade.
For particulars apply in the premises or the proprietor J.
Goble, Wine & Brandy Merchant, Ashford, Kent.
The proprietor will have no objection to build a small
house on being paid the usual interest and will take the
first years rent out in flour and the conditions will be
such as to give satisfaction..

A Sale Catalogue. 28th of August 1821 (Mrs. B. Hardy's
Estate Papers. Copy at E.S.R.O., extracted by Mrs.
Rawlings, page 25)
In Chancery.
Jenner and another

versus
Hills and others.
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Particulars and Conditions of Sale. In Chancery.
Between Robert Jenner and Thomas Hills, Plaintiffs

and
Ann Hills and Others, Defendants.
Freehold Estates, late the property of Mr. John Hills deceas­
ed in the County of Sussex, called by the names of

BRAYBROOKS and INHAMS
which will be offered for sale pursuant to a Decree of the
High Court of Chancery made on the Hearing of the above
Cause before George Verall with the approbation of Francis
Cross Esq. one of Masters of the said Court at the White
Hart Inn in Lewes on Tuesday, 28th of August 1821, 4 - 5 in
the afternoon in Two Lots.

Lot 1 (description of Braybrooks, Horsted Keynes:-
Freshfield Lane area)

Lot 2.
A Messuage • or Tenement, Garden, Barn and several pieces
of parcels of Arable, Meadow and Woodland containing about
46 acres in Horsted Keynes and called by the name of
Inholmes.
This Estate is situate at Danehill about 38 miles from
London, 12 from Lewes, 18 from Brighton and 2 miles from
the River Ouse, and adjoins the Turnpike Road leading from
Lewes through Chailey to London: is subject to a Years Quit
Rent of 4d, to two Heriots on Death and to the Relief of a
Years Quit-Rent upon Death or Alienation.
About one acre of Lot 2 upon which a Windmill and other
Buildings have been erected is let off upon Lease for 14
years commencing from Michaelmas 1820 under the yearly
rent of 10 pounds and upon Condition that at the expiration
of the said Term, the Proprietor of the Estate shall be at
liberty to purchase the Mill and other Buildings thereupon by
Appraisement, or permit the Tenant to take down the same
and carry away the Materials therof for his own use.

In Chancery (copy) Jenner v Hills.
Report as to Contract for Sale into Execution dated the 14th
of August 1822. Absolutely Confirmed by Order dated the
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23rd of December 1822.
The Rev. Mr. Bayntun declared the best purchaser (of both
Lots) at L3,000.

11th of June 1860. (Mrs. Hardy's deeds, as above page 24)
Charles Bayntun of Brighton Esq. conveys the abovemention­
ed property

to
Francis John Davies of Danehurst, Lt. General.
The Schedule for the above property includes:-
No. on Tithe map description cultivation quantity

199. Windmill Field meadow la-2r-38p.

THE FIRE AT DANEHILL WINDMILL (Brighton Ref. Library)

The Brighton Herald December the 4th 1830 (Saturday)
At about midnight on Saturday last the village of Danehill
was aroused by the cry of "Fire". The mill of Mr. Magennis
was burnt to the ground in under an hour, but it was believed
that the fire was purely accidental.
And that was the end of Danehill Windmill. It was never re­
built.

If the fire had not happened, what difference (if any) would
it have made to the Danehill landscape of to-day?

The building of the "Holy Trinity" Chapel would not have
been affected, but would the architect of "All Saints" Church
have chosen a different situation for his new church, if the
Windmill was on the hill, in good repair, fulfilling a local
need, plying a brisk trade? Or would the Windmill by then,
due to the depressed state of agriculture and changed econ­
omic conditions, have already become ruined and redundant?
If the latter, it could then have been pulled down together
with the three cottages, so that the fine new Church would
crown Danehill as now.

'It is idle to speculate' the saying goes, but if the fire had
not taken place, would "Church Lane" now be called "Wind-
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mill Hill" or "Windmill Lane"? How totally different Danehill
would look to-day, with a Windmill (probably now carefully
restored) dominating the hill and "All Saints" Church on a
level site in Danehill village.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Meetings of the Society are held on the last Tuesday of the
month at 8 pm. in Danehill Memorial Hall unless otherwise
stated.

1982
May 25 A visit to Maresfield Church and walk round

Maresfield Village, hosted by Maresfield Histor­
ical Society.

June 29 Dr. Graham Mayhew, Mayor of Lewes. 'The
Anglo-Saxon Church in Sussex' - with slides.

July 25 Sunday lunchtime Barbecue at Cumnor House.
(MEMBERS)

Aug. 31 To be arranged.
Sept. 28 Annual General Meeting.

Visitors are welcome at meetings unless for members only.
Parish Footpath Walks are arranged on the Third Sunday in
every month.

For further information contact the Secretary -
Mrs. Penny Peerless on Danehill 790756,
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contact me at "Sterresherne", Turners Green,
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2.
ST. RAPHAEL'S - DANEHURST

How old is it? The inevitable first question about such
a house as Danehurst. Thanks to our habit, particularly in
the 19th century, of imitating more or less faithfully the
styles of past ages, both town and country are sown with
booby-traps for the unwary - and sometimes for the quite
sharp-eyed as well. To make things more difficult, many
buildings have in times of prosperity been so enlarged, re­
faced or generally tittivated as to appear 'repro' when they
are in fact basically genuine antiques.

Danehurst, at least, is all of a piece. Gravely and
beautifully constructed of fine local sandstone, it presents,
especially on its southern or garden front (see picture), an
ordered range of gables and mullions, with a charming little
oriel at first-floor level, for light relief. I am sure I am
not the only one who has received a momentary impression
of the authentic 16th century, with just the slightest over­
lay of Victorian trim - plate-glass windows and the like.
However, not to keep the suspense going unnecessarily,
there is now indisputable evidence that Danehurst - the
house, the estate, the very name - can be dated within a
couple of years either way of 1827.

Up to the mid-1820's, the site on the left-hand side of
A275,as you approach Danehill from the south, now marked
by the fine iron gates of St. Raphael's/Danehurst, was al­
most featureless farm land. The first Ordnance Survey
map for the area (1815) shows neither house nor approach
roads. Local research has carried its history back to media­
eval times, under such names as Hamming's, Newman's,
Huggett's*,  but at the period of which we are writing it was
'free' land held from the Sheffield Estate by the Spence
family, first Luke, then Henry. Most of it formed part of
Heaven or Haven Farm, then tenanted by John Wheeler and
now the Home Farm of Mr. Hohn Butler. But in the 1826
Land Tax return the name of 'Captain Davies' appears a­

* see D.P.H.S. Magazine Vol.l No.5 'Haven Farm - Furners'
Green by Hylda Rawlings.
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longside that of Spence; the next year 'Colonel Davies is
is on his own and in the Parliamentary Register for 1830 he
is named specifically as 'Lieutenant-Colonel Francies John
Davies', qualified to vote by the ownership of a house and
land. On the great Tithe Map of 1840, the name DANE­
HURST is printed against the outline of a mansion and its
approaches, looking exactly as at present. Schedules att­
ached to the map show that the estate already amounted to
over 400 acres in Fletching Parish1 alone, while there was
more across the closely adjacent Horsted Keynes Border.

1 Danehill became an ecclesiastical parish, carved out of Fletch­
ing and Horsted Keynes, in 1851; a civil parish not until 1898.
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So who was this enterprising military gentleman, and
what brought him into Sussex? To the first part of the
question a fairly ample reply can be given; to the second,
we can only offer tentative clues.

The article in Burke's Landed gentry, 'Davies of Elm-
ley' begins with a Hereford parson's son, Thomas Davies,
who in 1700 married Margaret White, daughter of the Keep­
er of the Wardrobe to Queen Anne (1700) and bought the es­
tate of New House, Hereford. His second son, also Thomas,
had as his father-in-law Samuel Warburton, of Upleadon,
Glos; we shall meet the name Warburton again. This
Thomas died in 1795, just three years after the death of his
own sori, Thomas Henry of Calcutta.

Thomas Henry deserves our attention, not only as the
father of Francis John, of Danehurst, but aS the main prov­
ider of the means whereby the estate was created. Refer­
ence books merely state that he was Advocate-General
in Bengal; however, he will be a familiar figure to devotees
of the celebrated Memoirs of William Hickey, particularly
Vols. Ill and IV (London, Hurst & Blackett, 1924). Hickey,
that super-ebullient member of the Calcutta Bar, tells us
that Davies came out to India in 1781 and began to practice
a year later. Though 'eloquent, quick and possessed of
splendid natural talents, improved by the best education and
much reading', he made but slow progress at first. The
turning point came when he appeared for the Calcutta mer­
chants to oppose a local bye-law prejudicial to their inter­
est. He succeeded brilliantly and not long afterwards the
Court of Directors of the East India Company appointed him
Advocate-General and voted him Rs. 30,000, over and above
his salary and allowances.

All went well until 1791 when, finding his health declin­
ing, Thomas Henry booked a passage home. Unfortunately,
however, he then thought he was getting better and 'as so
many others have done', he allowed his 'eager desire to acc­
umulate money' to persuade him to stay on just one more
season. But in mid-January 1792 he died. Hickey says that
he 'left a very fine fortune for his widow and several child­
ren' and though the fact that the former was daughter and 
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heir of Hugh Baillie, Esq., of Monkton, Ayrshire, may have
helped, it was beyond doubt his own judicious shaking of the
pagoda tree that mainly enabled three of his sons to set up
on their own as landed proprietors, one in Worcestershire,
the other two in Sussex. The eldest, Thomas Henry Hast­
ings, a godson of the great Warren Hastings and a Grena­
dier Guardsman, bought Elmley Castle near Pershore in 1822
from the ancient Savage family; the second, Warburton, and
the third, our Francis John, more or less carved up Danehill
between them. Warburton, who seems to have been first on
the scene by a year or two, took the northen half, centred
on Woodgate House (now Cumnor House School)4’, and Fran­
cis John the southern, which he named Danehurst.

On the problem of why Sussex?, 1 can only make this
comment. A successor to Thomas Henry Davies in the lead­
ership of the Calcutta Bar, though at some 26 years re­
moved, was a certain George Money. His wife bore the
unusual name of Pilcairy; her mother had been a Spence
and she herself is known to have owned land in Fletching
which was sold on her behalf in about 1826, possibly as part
of the Davies deal. Did Thomas Henry's widow keep in
touch with the Anglo-Indian world when she returned to
England after her husband's death? There is a family tradi­
tion that she and her children were ill received when they
presented themselves to old Thomas at New House, and we
simply do not know where she passed the long years before
her own death in 1824 - an event which pretty clearly re­
leased the funds with which her sons purchased their est­
ates. Even though Thomas Henry Davies and George
Money were far from overlapping in Calcutta, there were
many other Moneys in Bengal before and after George,
while Thomas Henry Swinhoe, another Calcutta attorney,
who was involved in the Spence estate, had a relative there
in Thomas Henry's time. And that is about as far as one
can go!* 2

Francis John Davies, the future builder of Danehurst,
was a solider like his elder brother. Born in 1791, the last 

+ See D.P.H.S. Magazine Vol. No. 6 Woodgate - Cumnor House
By Margaret Lakin.

2 I owe any knowledge of Spence/Money connection to the researches
of Miss E. de Bourbel, a descendant of Pilcairy's father, Antoine
de Bourbel. There were various Spences in Calcutta at the begin­
ning of the 19th century, but no connection with the Sussex fami­
ly has been proved.
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