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This letter was received from our President to launch our new project:

WICKENS

HORSTED KEYNES

SUSSEX.

Dear Fellow Members,

May I add my warm welcome to this, our first copy of our new

Magazine, and I promise to add my efforts, which in the past have

been isolated, to make this very ambitious venture as great a

success as every undertaking our Society has tackled.

This magazine will call on us for a continuing enthusiastic

co-operation by all members. We shall need many interesting

articles by our many specialists. We need amiable volunteers for

distributing and selling the magazine - to which duty I have been

expert from a very tender age. I have always added office boy to

my other duties in any Society, but am slower now. Why?

With all good wishes

Your proud President,

(signed) Dame Margery Corbett Ashby.



THE CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTION

The Danehill Parish Historical Society was formed in 1972 and each
year since we have had a very successful progression of talks, walks
and visits, as well as arranging two exhibitions.

Whilst all this activity has been taking place researchers have been
working and getting together an impressive collection of copies of
documents and maps.

A study of this collection and of other material at Record Offices
and Libraries has provided information for two projects:- "Church
Hill, Danehill" and "Enclosures of Chelwood Common 1864", which have
been the subject of Society meetings.

We now feel that we should make a start with the publication of some
of the research being undertaken by Society members.

Mr. John Kerner has offered his services to the Society Committee who
have been very pleased to appoint him Editor of this, our Society
magazine.

At first, the magazine will contain short articles and items of
interest about the history of this area. Later we hope to publish
special editions giving a more complete history, each edition based
on research projects and the work of groups and individual members
of the Society.

Our researchers have given us a great deal of information about the
land, houses and people in the area which provides us with sufficient
material for many issues of the magazine.

The success of this venture will depend on the support of members in
providing a good supply of articles and information for our Editor to
use.

Many thanks to the Editor and contributors to this first edition of
our magazine and wishing it every success.



WHY DANEHILL?
by D.A. Rawlings

Why did people start to live at Danehill? One reason I suggest is
geographical. This area of Sussex can be compared to the back of
a hand and the fingers. The back of the hand represents the Ashdown
Forest and the fingers are North to South ridges running down to the
valley of the River Ouse. One ridge runs from the Red Lion Inn at
Chelwood Gate, through Danehill and down Freshfield Lane. Another
runs from Birch Grove through Horsted Keynes, whilst a third ridge
runs from Chelwood Corner through Sheffield Forest to Fletching.
In the valleys between the ridges are small streams, on the Horsted
Keynes side the Danehill Brook and at Fletching the Annwood Brook.

In ancient times when the whole area was covered with forest and the
valleys with their very steep sides were wet and almost impassable
in winter, the only practical lines of communication were along the
ridges. In fact, even today, after Beaconsfield Road, which can be
said to run along the knuckles, there is not an East to West road
running right across the area until you come to the Fletching-
Lindfield road which passes through Splaynes Green, past the
Sheffield Arms, down Ketches Lane to Freshfield Crossways, and on
to Cockhaise and East Mascalls, (see map on other page).

Our ridge was particularly suitable, because from the top of the
Ashdown Forest until it reaches the Ouse a few hundred yards West
of the Sloop Inn, there are no rivers or streams to cross, nor any
low points to allow water to collect and turn the clay into a sticky
morass.

In fact, this route is part of an Iron Age track way, possibly as
much as 3,000 years old, rediscovered by Margery, it ran from the
West side of Tilsey Park on the North Downs to Middleton near
Westmeston on the South Downs.

In 1935, when digging clay at Freshfield Brickyard some iron age
pottery was discovered and it is only logical to assume that this
was associated with the trackway.

So people have been moving through Danehill for a very long time.
We do not know exactly when they began to settle. No Roman remains
have been found here, nor was Danehill mentioned in the Doomsday
Book. However, we believe the hill was the site of a Hundred Court
which may well have been in existence before the Conquest. The
Hundreds were the division of the Shires for collecting taxes and
administrating justice. By tradition, Hundred Courts met in the
open on hill-sides or other prominent positions. Geographically
Danehill was ideal for this purpose as there is a belt of sand­
stone running round it just below the top. This can be seen at
the old sand-pits in Freshfield Lane and in Church Lane opposite
Black Dog Cottage. In fact the sandstone follows the course of
Noddy Lane and it was near here we think the Court was held.



Danehill was in the half hundred of Denne, part of the ancient
hundred of Riston and Denne, which later became Rushmonden. A
denne was a clearing in the forest and as this area was all
forest with a number of clearings, it was a good description.
If we are right that the site of the Hundred Court was at
Danehill, then the name means 'The Hill of the area of Denne1.
In 1437 it was spelt 'Denhill1, which over the years has become
'Danehill1.

By 1500 the Sussex Iron Industry was in full swing bringing wealth
and employment to the district. Although there was no iron-
smelting at Danehill, there were sites at Sheffield, Freshfield
Crossways and Horsted Keynes and there would have been plenty of
use for the road. As the Iron Industry contracted, road transport
began very slowly to improve and people and goods would have
travelled regularly to London.

The improvement in transport was not matched by a better road. The
preamble to the Act of 1753 for Turnpikeing the London to Lewes Road
talks of the road being impassable in winter. However, with the
Turnpike we had an all weather road through the village. Gradually
travel was made easier and the old route over the hill was bypassed
by the road through the Dennard in 1819.

By then Danehill was a thriving village, albeit a small one. By
1830 the brothers Warburton Davies and Francis Davies, with their
estates at Woodgate (Cumnor House) and Danehurst (St. Raphaels), had
brought money and influence to the village.

In 1835 the first Church was built, where the War Memorial now stands.
In 1851 we were created an ecclesiastical parish, and in 1898 a civil
parish.

Much has happened since then, but there are plenty of Danehill folk who
can complete the story as living memory rather than written history.

Sources of information:
An Early Trans-Wealden Trackway by Margery. Sussex Notes & Queries

Part 2, Page 335
An Iron-Age Pottery Site near Horsted Keynes. Sussex Archaeological

Library, Volume 78, Page 253
The Place Names of England by the English Place Name Society,

Sussex, Part 2, Page 335.
Sussex Turnpikes. The Offham/Wych Cross Turnpike, East Sussex Record

Office, Pelham House, Lewes
The Croft, Hundred House or Boards Croft (4 acres) in Fletching, abutting
E on Deanwood Common, N on Northland Lane, S & W on the lands of Richard
Awcock. The De Bourbel Papers. Add MSS 5019. 20th April 1601.
East Sussex Record Office.





THOMAS WARNETT

1810 - 1896

Baptised at Horsted Keynes on
29th July 1810, Thomas was the
youngest son of George and
Elizabeth Warnett of Fletching
Parish.

Thomas married Mary Martin in
1841 and they had a family of
three sons and one daughter.
They lived in Horsted Lane,
Danehill, and he was a carpenter
and sawyer by trade.

The daguerreotype belonged to
Mr. Herbert Warnett, a grandson,
who died in 1973. After "Bert's"
death there were no Warnetts
living in the Horsted Keynes-
Fletching-Danehill area for the
first time since the 1630's.

Histories of some local families
are being researched by members
of the Society and we hope to
give details of these in future
editions of the magazine.

This is the earliest photograph
we have of a local resident and
I am very proud to own it as
Thomas was my great grandfather.

NEWS FROM 1898 PAPERS
P.G. Lucas

Labourers in Trouble. Joseph Winn, labourer, of Danehill was charged
with stealing a hive of bees and twelve duck eggs, the property of
Mark Baker, pork butcher, of Danehill, and also with stealing a
quantity of maize, Thorley's food and biscuit meal and one hen, the
property of Mr. J. Cockburn of Danehill. Prisoner pleaded guilty to
both offences. Evidence was given by Mark Baker, Charles Baker,
James Dubbin and P.C. Hills, and prisoner was sentenced to three weeks
hard labour in each case.

At a Confirmation service held last week at Fletching Church by the
Lord Bishop of Chichester, the sixty-eight candidates included twenty-
one parishioners of Dane Hill.



A GHOST IN DANEHILL?

(from 'The Letters of Rachel Henning1) edited by David Adams,
published by Sirius Books.

"I am very fond of exploring the innumerable paths in Sheffield
Woods, but I do not believe anybody knows them all, or ever will.
I am not the only person it seems, who is fond of exercise in the
neighbourhood, for Cherriman went to see her little boy the other
day, and on her return she informed us that she had asked someone
to accompany her home "because a woman walks on the Sheffield road";
and on further inquiry as to what objection there could be to any
respectable female using that mode of progression, it turned out
that several veracious witnesses had seen an Apparition disappear
among the bushes by Ormistone cottage, nearly opposite Colonel
Davis's gate".

Often an entry in a Parish Register will give us much more than the
single fact that a person was baptised, married or buried. The
following is an example, perhaps one day someone will be looking
for a subject to research and we may hear more of this incident.

Fletching Parish Register September 6th 1663

Buried William Jackson who died from a fall from a high bank, near
Danehi11.

COPY OF ADVERTISEMENT FROM THE SUSSEX WEEKLY ADVERTISER

15th Feb, 1819

The Nobility, Gentry and the public in general are respectfully
informed that a Light Post Coach carrying four inside only called
The Pilot will leave Mr. Stewards Coach House No. 44 High St. Lewes,
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at Nine o'clock precisely
in seven hours by way of Chailey, Danehill, East Grinstead and the
George and Blue Boar, Hol born, Crosskeys, Gracechurch and Black Bear,
Piccadilly. Returns the following mornings from the above Inns at
Eight o'clock and will arrive at Lewes at Three in the afternoon.

Performed by William Taylor & Co., who cannot be accountable
for any parcel or package above the value of Five Pounds unless
entered as such and paid for accordingly.

N.B. The Proprietors beg leave to inform their Friends that
no pains or expence will be spared for the comfort and convenience
of passengers and to inform them that the coach will run every day
on the 12th of April.

Places and Parcels are booked at the Five Bells, Chailey where
the coach calls going up at Ten in the morning and coming down at
Two in the afternoon.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

30th May MEMBERS ONLY. A visit to Glynde Place.
There will be two parties, at 7.30 p.m. and
8.30 p.m., and it is hoped that as many as
possible will be on the first party to go
round at 7.30.
Entrance Fee 25p. per person, to be paid to
the Secretary or Treasurer.

27th June Lt.Col. A. Colin Cole. (The Windsor Herald).

"The College of Arms and Family Research"

25th July MEMBERS ONLY. Fund Raising Event - to be
announced. Possibly a BARBEQUE.
WE HOPE FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT.

29th August Members of the Society.

"The Record of the Silver Jubilee Year in
Danehill Parish" - with slides.

26th September ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Subject to be decided.

These programmes are subject to modification or alteration, which
will be announced at Meetings and printed in the Parish Magazine.

Parish Footpath walks are arranged on the Third Sunday in every month.
Details from the Chairman: Mr. P.G. Lucas

Badgeworth
Tel: Danehill 578

Visitors are welcome at Open Meetings. Admission 15p.

Annual Membership Subscription: 50p. Payable on 1st January,
without notification.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Since the last issue of our Magazine the Society has
had a very busy Summer. At our June meeting we were very
honoured to have Lt.Col. Colin Cole, the Windsor Herald, who
gave us a fascinating talk on his work at the College of Arms
and the meaning of heraldry. The meeting was well attended,
with a lively question session afterwards. Our Barbecue on
2^th July in Dame Margery’s lovely garden at Wickens was a
tremendous success and we were very lucky to have one of the
few fine evenings in July. After a delicious barbecue meal
the Ashdown Forest Morris Men dancing on the floodlit lawn
made an unforgettable picture. The August meeting was an
opportunity for members to see and hear about the events of
Silver Jubilee Year, and we would like to thank Mrs Henley
for collating the material sent into her by village organis­
ations, and Mr Fred Stevens, who joined the Chairman in com­
piling the pictorial record of events. We would very much
like to have some more pictures of events which happened in
1977, ~ photographs of family groups, weddings, etc., as well
as photographs of the Jubilee celebrations. We intend to
deposit a collection of these photographs and records in the
County Record Office so that future local historians can
study life in our parish in the year of the Queen's Silver
Jubilee. We hope to have further public showings at both
Danehill and Chelwood Gate during the winter months.

We would like to thank all those members of the Society
who have contributed in any way to the above events. In
addition the Society has had stalls at the fetes in aid of
both village halls and we were very grateful for the produce
and cakes donated by members. Thank you also to Mrs Oliver
and her helpers who organised tea for Good Companions Club.

Our Programme for 1978/79 is now ready and promises to
be full of interest. It will be available as usual at the
Annual General Meeting on September 26th.

Finally, we would like to mention that in May, 1979, a
five day holiday tour of France is planned to visit some of
the chateaux of the Loire at an estimated cost of £70.
Booking forms giving details are available at Society meet­
ings and from Mrs Stevens at the Corner Shop, Danehill.
Early booking is desirable. p<(,# LUCAS, CHAIRMAN

PENNY PEERLESS, HON. SECRETARY.
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WHY LAUNDRY LANE ?

by
Margaret Lakin

The answer is quite simple. There was a laundry there 1
It was begun in 1909 by Mr & Mrs Charles Wheeler.

In case someone doesn't know Laundry Lane, it is the
first turning left along Beaconsfield Road, beginning at
the Chelwood Gate Post Office end. It is an official stop­
ping place for the 'buses and is called Laundry Lane on
the 'bus schedule.

Mr Wheeler was gardener to some people called Longley
in Crawley; and he and his wife were living there at a
little house near the station, when their first child, a
girl, was born in 1903. This child, now Mrs Katie Wood,
and a great grandmother is still with us, and this little
article is woven out of and around her reminescences.

In 1904 Charles Wheeler became quite seriously ill
with heart trouble and was kept in hospital for some con­
siderable time. Mrs Wheeler went to be cook at Danehill
Rectory for Mr Summers who was then the vicar. However,
the family was once more united in 1903 when Charles Wheeler
cam out of hospital and they went to live at Willowlands,
the house in the valley down the lane which passes The
Aggons. As her husband was not able to do any very stren­
uous work Mrs Wheeler started a small laundry business at
Willowlands. In 1909 a second child, this time a son,
Charles was born and soon afterwards the family moved from
Willowlands to The Lawns» This house is situated on the
right hand corner at the entrance to Laundry Lane and is
still called The Lawns.

Mrs Katie Wood was 6 years old when the move took place
and she remembers it all quite well. Her father moved every­
thing - all the household goods and chattels - by horse and
cart. Katie remembers taking her rag doll with her. She
also remembers being given - some years later - a very hand­
some doll's house by the people living at The Aggons for
whom Mrs Wheeler continued to launder. These people were
about to leave and were unfortunately later on lost in the
Titanic disaster.
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The Lawns had been a butcher’s shop with stables and a

slaughter house etc. behind it. When the Wheelers moved in
there,there was much work to be done converting the prem­
ises, particularly the stables, into a workmanlike laundry.
In the house itself there were meat hooks all over the
kitchen and scullery ceilings and Katie remembers them
being removed. Now Mrs Wheeler really began her laundry
business in earnest. A huge copper was installed and a
water tank built behind the house. To begin with she
employed eight laundresses, this number rising to sixteen
by the end of the first five years. It must have been a
very successful business and it fulfilled a real need in
the village and its surroundings.

Among the larger houses that sent laundry to be laun­
dered at The Lawns were Danehurst, Colin Godmans, Ashdown
House and what is now called Danehill Lodge, The Ridge,
The Beacon, The Vachery, Chelwood Corner, Chelworth and
Birchgrove. Woodgate had a laundry of its own but some­
times sent some to Mrs Wheeler. Katie remembers at this
time being given a very beautiful doll with a china face
and a sumptuous green cape. Mrs Simpson at The Ridge was
the lady who gave this lovely present to the little girl
at the laundry. No doubt it was in appreciation of the
high class work done for her by the little girl’s mother 1

A small private school was kept by a Mrs Selmes and
her daughter at the house along Beaconsfield Road, beyond
the turning down to Tanyard Lane, which used to be Bexley's
Shop and is now Wayside Cottage, and here Katie was sent
to school until she was 12. After this she went on to
Twyford School, since vanished, until she was 14. This
brings us to 1917 and Katie now left school to help her
mother in the laundry for many, many years to come.

In the early years of the 20th century children were
expected to take a reasonable, and increasing with age,
share of the household chores. Whilst at school - cer­
tainly all the time she was at Twyford and probably for
some years before that - it was Katie's job to wash up
the dinner things for 16 or more people, as her mother
provided a mid-day meal for all her employees at the
laundry. This job had to be done as soon as she had
walked all the way home from school in the afternoon.
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On one occasion she joined in a game of Fox & Hounds

with her class mates in the dinner hour. When it was her
turn to be Fox she hid very carefully under a bridge and
the Hounds, dashing past (without picking up the scent!)
never returned. After some time, Katie began to wonder
what had happened; all was so quiet and still and she came
out of hiding and realised that the afternoon was advan­
cing and that she was probably going to be late for the
afternoon school session. She hurried back, to find her
worst fears confirmed. Unable to give any really satisfac­
tory explanation for her lateness, except that she had been
the successfully hidden fox in a game of Fox & Hounds she
was scolded and obliged after school hours to write ’Fox’
two hundred times! This of course meant that her return
home to The Lawns was considerably delayed and here too
trouble was in store, as the washing up had not been done!
Poor Katie, it was quite a memorable day!

There was no water laid on in Beaconsfield Road, and
Mr Wheeler, who through the years recovered sufficiently
to be able to carry out quite a normal amount of work, used
to spend one day a week fetching water in a cart with a
puncheon, from the stream at the bottom of his property.
This was enough to keep the large tank behind the house
adequately filled. He was also able to farm the 5 acres
which went with The Lawns. Cows and horses were kept and
in addition there was the fetching and carrying of the
large wickerwork laundry baskets to be done. So all the
Wheelers worked very hard and in 1921 the last mortgage
payments on the property were made and they could call the
place their own.

The 1920s and 30s saw the days of large tennis parties
going on in the larger houses of the district and Mrs Katie
Wood remembers laundering at least 6 full size baskets from
The Beacon of used linen tablecloths and napkins (some­
times as many as 200 napkins) in one day and it all being
returned starched, ironed and goffered etc. the next day.

In 194? Mrs Wheeler died and Mrs Katie Wood and her by
now grown-up daughter, born in 1926, carried on the busi­
ness. But increasingly after the 2nd World War the large
steam laundries were getting into their stride and The
Lawns found it difficult to keep pace. Katie remembers
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Lady Dorothy Macmillan sitting on the kitchen table at
The Lawns one morning almost begging her not to close the
business and saying that if it was a question of money,
help would be forthcoming from Birchgrove. Alas, it was
not just a question of money. There were many other fac­
tors to be taken into consideration, and the laundry had
to be closed.

It was interesting to hear Mrs Katie Wood speak almost
lovingly of the beautiful linen from Birchgrove which rec­
eived such regular and expert care under her direction at
The Lawns. She told me she had heard from those employed
at Birchgrove, after her laundry had closed, what dread­
ful havoc was made of the linen by the mechanised laundries
- how they had torn and stretched it all out of shape.

There is no doubt as to the high class quality of the
Laundry. Lane work right to the end, and many people were
very sorry indeed when Laundry Lane became in 19^3 just
a name and a memory, and no longer a reality.

------ 0------

From THE BRIGHTON HERAID - Oct. 4, 18o6

" SHOCKING ACCIDENT ’’

Friday, ten o'clock p.m. A dreadful accident,
we have just heard, occurred at Leatherhead,
on Thursday last.
The Princess of Wales' barouche and four, in
which were Her Royal Highness, Lady Sheffield
and the Hon. Mrs Cholmondeley,overturned.
Horrid to relate, it is said that the Hon. Mrs
Cholmondeley‘was killed by the shock she re­
ceived. Her Highness was slightly hurt, but
Lady Sheffield fortunately escaped without
injury.

0-
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BIOGRAPHY OF MARY IANCHESTER

(Edited Prom notes by her niece B. Ward)

Mary Lanchester was born in 1864, of a middle class family,
whose father was a not very successful architect, and the
mother a parson’s daughter with money. The birth took
place near the church in St. John’s Road, Hove.

A delicate, supposedly consumptive child, she was
educated at home, and attended Brighton Art School around
1875 to 1877*  She then taught Art in a private boarding
school in Hastings for a year, leaving because of bad
conditions.

In 1883/4 the family moved to Sisters Road, in the
Clapham area of London, and Mary taught art privately in
the district and at Hampstead School for Girls which was
run by the formidable duo, Miss Beal and Miss Buss.
Elinor Marx taught German there, but was sacked for preach­
ing Socialism.

Mary met the Pankhursts and members of the Suffragette
movement in 1892, and helped Mrs Corbett in producing
political leaflets and other literature, and in 1895 went
on a sketching tour of France. She wrote and illustrated
a booklet of this tour.

Her parents retired to Lindfield in about 1910 and
Mary joined them, keeping house and teaching art locally
to private pupils.

After her parents’ death in the early days of World
War I, Mary retired to live in the country at Chelwood
Gate, building her home - a wooden studio on brickwork
base constructed by local handymen.

Here, with brief excursions to London to lecture and
give art exhibitions, she lived and painted until her
death in 1941, at the age of 80, having conquered con­
sumption by vegetarianism and open air living.

Apart from her distinctive flower and landscape
paintings in oil and water colour, she is best known
for her research into the paint medium used by Van Eyk
and his brother in the 14th century. This tempera
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which gave the pictures their peculiar clearness and
vividness, was mainly constituted from bad eggs and fish
meal, as I once discovered to my cost, trying to fry in
the mixture 1

Mary lectured and wrote on this topic all over England,
and in France and Italy after World War I. Many of her
paintings were exhibited in London and the Provinces,
including her picture ’’Farm on the South Coast" which was
hung in the Royal Academy in 1910.

Between 1896 and 1910 she exhibited at the R.S.A.
Birmingham, Bailie Gallery, Royal Society of British
Artists, Royal Institute of Painters and Water Colours,
and the Society of Women Artists. She kept up her close
association with Mrs Corbett and painted a mural depict­
ing "Women through th Ages" in her house at Woodgate.

Keeping to a diet of apples, brown bread and cheese,
plus all the easily obtainable fruits and vegetables of
nature, such as nettles, dandelions, crab apples and
bracken fronds, she was a practical living demonstration
of the health-giving properties of a simple rural life.

Signs of her cottage still exist down the lane leading
off the main road by Ladywood at Sandy Lane.

Other sources of information;
The Dictionary of British Artists 1880 - 19^+0.
Dictionary of British Artists Working 1900 - 1950.
Royal Academy Exhibitions 1769 - 1904

------ 0------

LT. COL. COLIN COLE

Members will be pleased to hear that Lt.Col. Colin Cole
(The Windsor’Herald) who gave us such an interesting
evening on the 27th June with his talk on "The College
of Arms and Family Research", will be the new Garter
King of Arms when the present Garter King retires in
September.

•O
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From THE PARISH MAGAZINE - December 1922

THE PLAYGROUNDS have now been levelled with over forty
cart-loads of soft sandstone, and the girls’ playground
has been covered with three inches of cinders, which, when
rolled, should make a dry surface. By the time this issue
appears it is hoped the boys*  playground will have its
cinder surface also.

Not only the Churchpeople of the Parish, but all the
Ratepayers are very much indebted to those who subscribed
for the repair of the School, and to those who lent their
horses, carts and labour.

If the Managers had been unable to carry on the School
to the satisfaction of the Education authorities, the
Trustees would have had to do one of two things: (1) To
hand over the School buildings to the County Council; in
which case the County Council would not take them over
until they had been put into perfect order at the expense
of the Ratepayers in Danehill Parish. Or (2) To close the
day school, keeping the buildings for Sunday School and
other Church purposes; in which case the County Council
would build a new Council School, charging the cost of
building upon the Danehill Ratepayers.

Either of these alternatives would have been very
expensive to the Ratepayers. Will they kindly bear this
in mind when we ask for annual subscriptions to run the
School efficiently ?

------ OH—-

DON’T FORGET
Parish Footpath Walks are arranged on the Third
Sunday in every month. Details from the Chairman:

Mr P.G. Lucas
Badgeworth. Tel: Danehill 578.

*♦*♦*♦♦*♦

Visitors are welcome at Open Meetings.
Admission 15p«
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From BRIGHTON REFERENCE LIBRARY

SURVEY of the Copyhold Lands on the Manor of Sheffield
S9 S.H.E. S.H.E

CASH BOOK - Sheffield 1790-1796 S9 S.H.E. S.H.E
20th June 1791 Received of John Wood

for Cows Hide 17/-
for Fat 8/9
for Tripe 1/7
for 17 stone of Beef

£2/8/2
20th Jan. 1791 Paid to John Wood

for killing a Cow $/-
20th Jan. 1791 Paid to John Wood

for various Meats £21/19/6
1st Feb. 1791 Paid for Chimneys'.

Sweeping at the Place
and Farm House
All itemised -
16 chimneys 19/-

1st Feb. 1791 Paid Dame Harting for
Washing, at the Place
when the family was
going to London 2/-

12th Feb. 1791 Paid to Daniel Warnett
the balance due for
work at the Lodge at
Fletching and the Cottage
on Sheffield Green and
for Battlements and
Paving Stone £20/4/9

20th Feb. 1791 Expenses at the
Parish Meeting 1/-

21st Feb. 1791 Paid the Labourers in
full from 7th Feb. to
19th Feb. £13/2/4

■O
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NEWS from LEWES OBSERVER - May, 1825

DOCTOR J.B. WHITE presumes respectfully to announce
to the afflicted of Brighton and its vicinity, that he
is personally consulted of every disease incident to
the human body at No. 20 Clarence Place, Brighton, from
10 in the morning till 6 in the afternoon.

Advice to the poor, GRATIS from 10 till 12 every
morning.

Affidavit:- HENRY VINALL of Danehill, near East
Grinstead, Sussex, does particularly request of
Dr. White to make his case public. He laboured
under a very obstinate deafness 50 years, the
consequence of a falling into a pond of water.
During the above length of time he consulted,
as he supposed, medical men of the first eminence,
without gaining the least relief. When all hope
was vanished, he was fortunately informed of an
extraordinary cure of deafness, performed on one
of his neighbours by Dr. White, and by the
persuasion of the inhabitants, he made applica­
tion to him, who effectively restored him to
his perfect hearing in three days, so perfectly
well that he can hear a watch tick at the
distance of eight yards, when prior he could
not hear a clock strike however so near.

WITNESS, THE INHABITANTS,
Danehill,
Nr. East Grinstead,
Sussex.

Jan. 12, 1825-

—------o--------

TRIP TO THE LOIRE
Have you booked for the visit to the Loire Valley, next
May ?
Booking forms and any information can be obtained from
Mrs Stevens at the Corner Shop, Danehill.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS
for

19 7 8
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Meetings are held monthly on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. in Danehill
Memorial Hall. Non-members welcome at a charge of 15p.

Sunday, October 15th A walk through Sheffield Forest
starting at Danehill School at
2.50 p.m.

Tuesday, October 51st Dr. Peter Brandon will speak on
’’The Weald through the Artist’s
Eye”, with slides.
This is Dr. Brandon’s second visit
to the Society and members will
remember how interesting his first
talk was.

Sunday, November 19th A walk round Broadhurst Lakes and
the Hammer Pond starting from
Horsted Keynes Church at 2.50 p.m.

Tuesday, November 25th Mr. James Money, M.A., F.S.A., will
speak on the work of the Garden
Hill Excavation Group. Mr. Money
is a noted archaeologist and a
Director of the Group, and Society
members have had an opportunity of
seeing these excavations in the
last three years.

Tuesday, December 5th Buffet Supper Party for members only,
Arrangements will be as in previous
years and we all look forward to
this opportunity to enjoy the excel­
lent cooking of our members.

Sunday, December 10th A walk on Ashdown Forest starting
at the car park near the Chelwood
Beacon drive at 2.50 p.m.
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WHY THE DIVERSION ?
by

John. Kerner

Prior to 1816, the main road from Chelwood Gate to
Danehill, which is now the A275 but at that time was a
turnpike, ran past the west side of Cumnor House School,
known in 1816 as Woodgate House. There was also at this
time a lane, which ran from Chelworth Common to Horsted
Keynes, which passed between Woodgate House and Woodgate
Farm, as shown on the map as old lane.

George Peter Hutchinson, who in 1816 was the owner
of Woodgate House, applied to the local Justices of the
Peace, who were then sitting in the village of Fletching
to have the turnpike road diverted to its present course
(now the A275), so that it ran about 150 feet from the
house, instead of just a few feet away from the house
as it then did.

Also, to have the old lane to Horsted Keynes stopped
up, and to be replaced by a footpath, which still exists
passing just north of Woodgate Farm.

As part of the course of the diverted road ran over
waste land belonging to the Earl of Sheffield, the Lord
of the Manor, it was necessary to obtain the Earl’s
consent. The rest of the course, and that of the new
footpath, was to run over land belonging to Mr.
Hutchinson.

On the 11th July 1816, at a meeting held in Fletching
by the Justices, the Earl of Sheffield and a Richard
Young, the plan was approved. Mr. Hutchinson having
to bear the costs.

Sketch of plan and information taken from
documents obtained from the East Sussex
Records Office, Pelham House, Lewes, and
permission obtained to publish.

O
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Officers of the Society

President:- Dame Margery Corbett-Ashby

Chairman:- Mr. P.G. Lucas
Badgeworth, Danehill 578

Vice Chairman:- Mr. D. Rawlings
Danewood, Danehill 417

Secretary:- Mrs. P.A. Peerless
Christopher Fields, Danehill 756

Treasurer:- Mr. H. Paul
Hatching Tan, Chelwood Gate 241

Committee:- Mrs. M. Lakin Librarian
Mrs. F. Brown
Mrs. V. Packman Social Secretary
Mrs. H. Rawlings
Mrs. S. Stevens
Mrs. Wright
Mr. D. Etherton
Mr. J. Kerner Magazine Editor

The sketch on the front cover was drawn by H. Paul, from a painting
by F.C. Masters, showing the new All Saints Church which was built
in 1892-94, and the Holy Trinity Church. The Old Church was built
in 1835 and the cottages behind were later demolished.

The success of this magazine depends on the members of the Society.
We need to be supplied with as much information, in the way of
articles of interest of the area, and any old photographs and
picture cards.

I will call on you if necessary, if you will contact me at Three
Gables, Furners Green or Danehill 385.

I
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This Will was abstracted
Deed kindly loaned by Mr
Farm.

by Mrs Rawlings from a
M. Hallam of Northlands

RICHARD LECHE CHARITY

On the reverse of the document, the annexed
acquittal for the £200 given by Mr Leche to
the poore.

Sealed and delivered by the within named
John Baker, Raphe Hare and Thomas Churcher
in the presence of

John Ovener Drew Pickayes
Edward Brandon J. Wilson
John Mayle Smythe.

On the versus side.
Be yt knowen unto all man by thes presente.
That whereas Richard Leche late of Sheffield in the
parrishe of Fletching in the Countie of Sussex Esquier
deceased in and by his last Will and Testament in
writing did bequeth unto us John Baker Ralph Hare,
Esquiers and Thomas Churcher gent. Two hundred pounds
to th’entent that wee and the Survivors and Survivor
of us shall lay out the said money in buying of some
Lease, or otherwise bestowe the same, as wee should
think good and yerelie distribute and bestowe the Rente
and proffitt arrising of the same to and amongst the
poore people and Inhabitants of the parrish of Fletching
aforesaid, and amongst the poore people.of the parish
of .Smyeth in the Countie of Kent at our discrecion.
Now wee the said John Baker, Ralph Hare and Thomas
Churchar do acknowledg and confesse that wee have had
and receaved the daie of the date hereof of Charles
Howard Esquier and Charitie now his wief late the wife
of the said Richard Leche and Sole Executrix of his last
will and testament the said some of Two hundred pounds
of lawful money of England to be by us ymployed to the
uses and intente before mencioned. Of which said some 
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of Two hundred pounds so by us receaved as aforesaid we doe
Acquite and discharge the said Charles Howard and Charitie
his wife and either of them their and either of their
executors and administrators by this presents.
In witness whereof to this our present writing wee the said
John Baker, Ralph Hare and Thomas Churchar have put our
hands and Seales the Six and Twentith daie of November 1597
and in the Fortith yere of the rayne of our Soveraigne Ladie
Elizabeth by the grace of god Queene of England, France and
Ireland, defender of the faith, etc.

Richard Leche

Richard Leche was born in the village of Smeethe in Kent.
On the 25th day of April 1579 he rented from Richard Earl
of Dorset the Manor House and Estate of Sheffield, Sussex,
for a term of forty years for the ’some’ of three-score &
nineteen pounds for the year. **
He became the High Sheriff of the Counties of Sussex and
Surrey, but continued his interest in the welfare of the
people living on his Sheffield Estate.
He died on the 27th of December 1596, aged 67, and was
buried at Fletching. In the South transcept of the Parish
Church of Fletching there is a fine alabaster monument, with
full size recumbent figures of Richard Leche and his wife
Charity. A small replica of a skull lying beside them 

** From an Indenture of Lease held by Mr and Mrs Radford,
Sheffield Place.
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indicates the death of a child. To quote from the in­
scription on the monument ’no issue of his bodye living’

 'he gave all his lands in the Countye of Sussex
unto Charitye his wife, one of the daughters of Robert
White, late of Christchurch in the Countye of Southampton,
Esq, & made her the sole executrix of his last Will,
regards whereof for a perfect monument of divers & other
Charitable deeds that he willed should be done, she of
her own accord, caused this monument to be made & herself
living to be pictured lying by him as you see'

Charity later married Charles Howard Esq., who, after the
death of his brother became the - third Baron & the
Earl of Nottingham. The. Pather of
Charles Howard was the cousin of Queen Elizabeth I & became
Lord High Admiral of England & commanded the Fleet which
defeated the Spanish Armada.

Report of the Commissioners
for the Parish of Fletching

8th January 1959
Abstracted by Miss
Rev. Mark Russell,

Witter from Documents loaned by
former Vicar of Danehill.

the

LECHE'S CHARITY

Richard Leche esq. of Sheffield in this parish, by Will,
proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 24th December
1596, left £100 to trustees to the intent that they and
their survivors, and the survivor of them, should lay out
the said money "in buying some lease" or otherwise bestow
the same, as they should think good, and yearly distribute
and bestow the rent and profits arising from the same to,
for, and amongst the poor people, inhabitants of the parish
of Fletching, at their discretion. From the time this Will
was proved until 1716, there is no account whatever of the
Charity, but a deed indented bearing date 20th October,1716,
recites the above mentioned will, and the bequest of Leche,
and also that the said sum of £100 so bequeathed had not
been laid out according to the intent and meaning of the
testator, during the lives of any of the trustees named by
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him, and that afterwards, by the direction and appointment
of George Churchar, the executor and survivor of them, such
sum of £100 was paid to John Wilson, grandfather of Sir
William Wilson, party to the deed.

And this indenture further recites that, by indenture
dated 25th October 1630 Thomas Awcock, for the consideration
of the sums of £100, and of 20 marks (£lj.6s.8d.) (Probably
the arrears of interest on the £100 from the time of payment
by Churchar to Wilson) then paid.him by John Wilson,
and convey the Westlands, containing by estimation 21 acres,
to the intent, after three years from, that date, that they
(certain named trustees) should receive the rents etc. and
bestow and employ them upon such of the poor people of
Fletching, as they, their heirs and assigns should hold, and
from time to time find most fitting, according to the true
intent of R. Leche; and the indenture further recites that
the said trust had been duly executed, and that the said
feoffres and their heirs were dead and ceased to act except
Sir William Wilson, party to the deed of 20th October 1716,
by which deed he conveyed the above Westlands to Lord
Bergavenny, David Vaughan, clerk, vicar of Fletching, John
Kidd and Richard Bull, churchwardens, and John Wood and
William Gilliam, overseers, to hold unto, the Lord Bergavenny
Sir William Wilson,- and their heirsj the then Vicar and his
successors, and John Wood and William Gilliam, overseers and
their successors, in trust for the purposes mentioned in the
will of the testator.

In this instrument of 20th October 1716, it was covenanted
by all parties thereto for themselves and their respective
heirs and successors, and for the better and more perfect
preserving, continuing, and perferring the said donor’s
charitable and good intent, there should be a yearly meeting
of the feoffres, their heirs and successors, at and in the
parish of Fletching, when three or more of them should then
and there be present, and that they should nominate and
appoint a proper and fitting person to be the receiver of
rents, issues and profits, yearly arising from the said
lands and premises; and what sum. or sums of money should
then happen to be received, they, the said feoffres, their
heirs and successors, or any three or more of them as should
be then present at such meeting and meetings, should have 
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full power and authority to call such receiver to account
for, and cause and give such proper direction for the dis­
tribution of such monies as should best carry into effect
the objects of the charity.

The same land that was purchased in 1630 is still the
charity property, the yearly income of it is £16. It is
rented by one tenant, Mr William Comber, with the exception
of one field of two acres, divided into eight allotments
for gardens, four of which are now let at 2s.6d. each to
poor inhabitants of the parish. The 19 acres are let by
tender.

The proceeds are distributed by the trustees, a balance
of £21.16s.8d. being in hand, it was agreed that £5 should
be always reserved. There appears to be no object gained
by this, as all expenses incidental to the trust are de­
ducted from the main fund. At the ensuing meeting of the
trustees it will be proposed to rescind this last mentioned
resolution.

Mr.GeorgeTurner, senior churchwarden, has acted six years
as receiver in the place of Mr Cave, who was selected to
that office some years ago, but who ceased the duties at
that time. A fresh election is shortly to take place,
and it is recommended that thenceforce the receiver
should be required, before acting, to give a bond to the
amount of £25 to the trustees, for the honest discharge of
his duty in accounting for all such monies, as may come
into his hands by virtue of such office.

The present trustees are Lord Abergavenny, Sir Thomas
Maryon Wilson, and the vicar, churchwardens, and overseers
of the parish.

Prior to 1851, Danehill was in the ecclesiastical parish
of Fletching and was therefore eligible for a share in the
Charity. The present day arrangements are as follows:
Two Trustees represent Danehill and, together with the
Trustees for Fletching and the Royal British Legion Comm­
ittee meet annually, usually in November, for the alloca­
tion of gifts, mostly for fuel at Christmas. Occasional
amounts are also paid out during the year as needed. There
are two Charitable Trusts, 'the Richard Leche’ & the 'Henry
Smith' of 1626.



Additions to the Library List
(Issued to all members last September)

The Logic of Open Field Systems
by Rex C. Russell

<«

Local History and Folklore
by Charles P. Adams 1

Landscapes and Documents
Edited by Alan Rogers and Trevor Rowley

Building Stones of England and Wales
by Norman Davey

Hedges and Local History
Published by Standing Committee for Local History.

The Local Historian: Vol. 13 No.l. 1978
H n ji 2. ”

ti ti h ' -5 * 11

Published by Standing Committee for Local History

A Dictionary of the Sussex Dialect
by Parish

The History and Antiquities of Horsham
by Dorothea E. Hurst

Received on Loan

The Horsted Keynes Parochial Church Council have
agreed to place on indefinite loan with the Society a
1910 edition of the 25-inch to 16 miles Ordnance Survey
Map of Horsted Keynes. This large scale map will be a
useful aid to research and we wish to record our thanks
for this generous action.

Annual Membership Subscriptions of 5 Op were due to be paid
on the 1st January. Have you paid yours yet?
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SPONSORED WALK ---- A Sponsored Walk in aid of the
Garden Hill Excavation Group is heing organised by Dane-
hill Historical Society in conjunction with other local
Preservation Societies.

This will take place on SUNDAY,
APRIL 29th, starting from the first Car Park on the left
on the Wych Cross - Colemans Hatch Road. Forms will be
available from the Corner Shop.

Help is needed in organising this
Walk and anyone interested should contact Phil Lucas,
the Chairman at Danehill 790578.
A WINE & CHEESE PARTY has been arranged for WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 28th at Chelwood Gate Village Hall at 8.0 pm.
This is intended to give all those already booked to go
on the trip to the Loire Valley a chance to get together
and meet one another, but it is also open to those who
have not yet made up their mind.
It is hoped that the Talk and slides being shown of the
Chateaux in the area and the taste of the Loire wine will
help those of you still thinking about the trip to book
and fill the few remaining seats still’available. Tickets
for the Party on sale at the Corner Shop - 50p«
SOCIETY VISIT - TUESDAY, MAY 29th.

Unfortunately, our visit to Standen is not possible
owing to problems with opening a National Trust property
after hours, and therefore we have arranged a visit to
the Priest’s House and Church at West Hoathly on the same
evening.

Mrs Arnold, Curator of the Priest’s House, will open
it at 7.30 pm. so that people may wander round at their
own pace and ask questions, and the Vicar.or a Church -
warden will be on duty at the church to take parties round
or answer questions as required. Entry to the Priest’s
House is 15p and publications are available. The landlord
of the Cat Inn has very kindly made his Car Park available
for parking, and his hostelry will be open for drinks,
coffee and snacks.

We are hoping to arrange an afternoon party to visit
Standen sometime during the course of the summer.

Penny Peerless.
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CONTINUING THE STORY OF THE MYSTERY PIT AT LITTLE AGGONS
AND WHEELERS FARM ,, TANYARD LANE,CHELWOOD GATE.

Since my preliminary report (of which I still have a few
copies left) many people have asked if any further informa­
tion has been forthcoming and a final conclusion been reached,
so I will set out events to date:

The first response came from Mrs Awcock of ’Smallacre' on
the west side of Tanyard Lane, who told me that her father-
in-law had farmed Little Aggons and Wheelers before his death
around 19^2 and although the stone and brickwork covering had
been known during his tenancy, it was always thought to be
the remains of some previous old building. It was never
thought to cover a well.

Next came a letter from Dame Margery Corbett Ashby, who
called it a "thrilling and puzzling find" and suggested that
it could have housed contraband. She felt that it was the
right 'night' distance from the coast.

Dr. James Alexander of Gosses, Birch Grove wrote that most
of the older house and building sites were dictated by the
presence of water, and this could have been a dig that turned
out 'dry', or that the old time diggers struck bedrock and
agreed the futility of continuing the work. He gave caution­
ary words that before any descent we should check for mon­
oxide and methane gas.

Although Mr Alfred Wickens could not remember the digging,
he felt it was used as a catchment from the roofs of nearby
buildings and used to water animals and crops during the
ownership of Simeon Wickens. He did not know when it was
capped. He could have been referring to another hole a small
distance away which was, indeed, used for this purpose and
was filled in a few years ago..

Other suggestions have been made - that it was a ’hide'
for smugglers or their goods on their way from Sheffield
Mill and other places in the valley below Little Aggons
fields, up through Jack O'Toms' woods arid on to Ashdown
Forest.

With all these possibilities and the one fact supplied by



9.
Mrs Awcock in mind, and the final removal of Mr Turner’s
hay bales, we started the descent on Monday evening,
5th June, 1978.

The team comprised Mrs Margaret Holt and Mr and Mrs
Fred Tebutt to supply expert knowledge, Daniel Brown
(young son of a committee member) and myself to provide
the 'lowering and raising gang', with Mr Eddie Brice the
focal point. After checking by candle for any noxious
gas, lowering electric light and digging tools, Eddie was
lowered with one foot in a rope sling, it being impossible
to get a ladder into the pit because of the small and
awkward entry hole.

The pit was approximately *+  feet six inches across,
19 feet deep, with only the lowest 3 feet steened with
stone blocks, the upper 16 feet being as originally dug
with the shovel marks still showing. The bottom was of
damp clay and mud through which a probe was pushed easily
for a further 4 feet when water was heard entering the
probe hole. Eddie dug and sent up many sacks of clay
until it was agreed that we were in the sterile strata;
then it was carefully searched by the experts for articles
which would be our only evidence for the dating and pur­
pose of the pit.

Several pieces of broken glass and china came to light,
of which I give details. No implements were found. After
about half an hour the redoubtable Eddie was hauled to the
surface, none the worse for his sojourn in the nether
regions.

After cleaning away the clay, 65 small pieces of glass
and 23 pieces of china, together with several fragments
of brick and stones of various types, came to light.
None of these pieces when put together made a complete
object.

I took the glass fragments to Mr Hounsell of Jack O'
Toms Farm, who has made an amateur study of local finds
of glass. With the aid of reference books, he was able
to date the earliest piece of glass as about 1820, and
the latest about 1890. The china seems to cover the same
period.
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Surprisingly, no pieces of pottery (as distinct from
china), such as the familiar Wealden kitchen ware, were
found and this gives rise to the conclusion that the well
or pit was not used for domestic purposes where one would
expect to find whole kitchen utensils, such as jugs or
pails which had accidentally fallen to the bottom when being
filled.

The datings also check with Mrs Awcock's report that the
well was capped before 1912, when her father-in-law commenced
his tenancy.

It is also of interest to note that the sides of the pit
did not show any signs of the type of algae one would expect
from a dried out well, and there were no implements among
the finds.

So, apart from the scanty evidence that the pit was prob­
ably open between 1820 and 1900, and therefore probably dug
150 years ago, we are no further forward in finding its real
purpose.

Since this discovery, we now know of two other interesting
pits on nearby properties. Investigation of these may give
us seme further clues. However, anyone’s guess might fit,
even the romantic one put forward by Dame Margery.

Although this exercise has so far been inconclusive, one
should be encouraged by the advice given to me by Mrs Holt
that unless one investigates such finds, whether abortive or
not, one will never find anything.

Fragments of glass:
White, three piecesmoulded bottle, 1820-1870
Rolled top bottle, 18^0
Large brown glass ale bottle with heavy base, marked on

bottom 179 over inverted A - 1820-1890
Oil lamp glass, plain and decorated, 1820-1900

v Window glass.
Fragments of china;

Three small pieces if orinstone ware, probably from
'Willow Pattern' plate, 1810-1830.
Pieces of lip of small, well used milk jug, with old
brownish-red design.
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Other small, white and coloured pieces.

December, 1978. LESLIE BUCKLAND.

Will of Charles Barentine of Horsted Keynes, Gentleman,
dated 31st July, 1552, proved l^th June, 1559*
Ref. Canterbury Cathedral Library. D.M. Cant.F0^9.

"In the name of god amen the last day of Julie in the
year of our lord god 1552 I Charles Barentyne of horsted
keynes in the Countie of Sussex Gentleman being of good
and perfecte remembraunce thanks be unto god do ordaine
and make this my last will and Testament in manner and
forme following. First I bequeathe my soule to almyghtee
god my saviour and redeemer and my bodie to be buried
where it shall please god. And I gave my neveure Michell
Harecourte my gold ring with a Turkerse therein and to my
brother Fraunces Barrantine I geuve all my best apparaill
and all the other of myne apparaill I geve to Thomas
Willy my man. And next I will to my brother drewe Barran-
tyne and to his heires my house that I have or shall have
after the deathe or decease of my Ladie my mother with the
landes his appurtenance to the same belonging lieng in
Bramley which I trust my said brother will take and accepte
for the fiftie pounds I owe to him and I als appoynte and
make the saied drewe my brother my Executor desiring him
to. deliver to Thomas Durkyn my obligation which he stondeth
bounden to pay to my brother drewe Barrantine.

Thes being witnesses Richard Ward Thomas Tayllor
Roger Nycholas and Thomas Griffen

writer hereof"

Charles Barentyne was a younger brother of Drew Barentyne,
who inherited Broadhurst and Horsted Keynes from his mother,
Joan Lewknor. She had inherited both manors in 15^3 from
Sir Roger Lewknor, her father, who died that year. She was
married to Sir William Barentyne, who therefore became Lord
of the Manor, see Court Roll of 12 June in the 3^th year of
Henry VIII’s reign (15^3) "Horsted Kaynes prima curia domini

Willelmi Barantyn Knight."
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In 1565 Drew Barentyne sold Broadhurst and Horsted Keynes
to Richard and Edward Michelborne, but retained Freshfield
Hammer, presumably because of a special interest in the iron
workings. In Glynde Place Archives, 2046, Freshfield,1564,
Barantyn reserved the water from the mill to run to his iron
forge which stood below it when he leased the mill to Wm.
Bowyer of London, and in 1565 (Glynde Place Archive 2048) he
still reserved Freshfield Hammer to himself when he sold the
mill to Wm. Bowyer. After this we cannot discover the later
history of the Barentynes and Freshfield Hammer.

An interesting sidelight on the Barantynes is that Roger
B. Manning in his book ‘'Religion and Society in Elizabethan
Sussex7', 1968, says that Barentyne of Horsted Keynes was des­
cribed in 1560 as a Catholic by contemporary sources, though
there was no indictment or conviction for recusancy, contrast­
ing with Culpeper of Wakehurst, who in about I58O was sus­
pected of harbouring recusants and indicted. Charles Baran-
tyne’s will bears no sign of being that of a Catholic, how­
ever, being Protestant in tone. He died in the first year
of Elizabeth's reign, she having ascended to the throne in
November, 1558. We do not know his a:ge, nor the cause of
his death, though he must still have been a young man;
neither have we identified the place "Bramley", where he owns,
or will inherit,a house. Thomas Durkyn, mentioned in the
will, is known from Court Rolls to have held Twyford in 1545»
and a part of Denneland (probably near Twyford) in 1562.

The Barentynes were not local people (Drew did not die in
Sussex) and there is considerable difficulty in finding out
when they removed their interest from the mill at Freshfield,
or even from what part of the country they hailed. If any­
body can suggest further lines of research we would be very
grateful. penny Peerless from information received

from Miss Bird.

APRIL MAGAZINE ne3C[. j_ssue of -the Magazine will be on
sale at the April Meeting. This will contain a complete
historical survey of Furners Green, and a report of the
houses in the area that have been researched by members of
the Society....... . A ’must*  for all members.
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The success of this magazine depends on the members
of the Society. We need to be supplied with as
much information, in the way of articles of
interest of the area, and any old photographs and
picture cards.

I will call on you if necessary, if you will contact
me at Three Gables, Burners Green or
Danehill 790385.
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LETTERS & PAPERS FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

HENRY VIII

Extracts relating to
the parishes of

Fletching & Horsted Keynes
and the manor of Sheffield

Compiled by

T. Vance Packman
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PREFACE

To assist researchers into the history of our community
I have simply, and without comments of my own, extracted

from the many substantial volumes all references to this
locality without, I hope, obscuring the meaning of those
items that I have not quoted fully.

Even in these few extracts, a fascinating, picture of a
memorable reign emerges: the uncertain state of religious
freedom; the dissolution of the monasteries and the granting
of church lands and property to favoured servants; Star
Chamber proceedings and the trials of peers in a reign of
terror; grants to a former wife, fortunate to be divorced
and not beheaded. A view of a king who takes the Court
with him as he hunts through the forests of Sussex completes
the picture.

Undoubtedly, the extracts of greatest interest to our
local community are those relating to Henry VIII's visit to
Sheffield. In July, 1538 the king was in Portsmouth, but he
determined to visit Dover during August to inspect the pro­
gress made with the harbour, which he had had underconstruct^
ion for some years. His gradual progress to the east can
be observed from the King's Payments for August 1538, which
show he was at Cowdray on Aug. ^th, Portsmouth on Aug. 11th,
Arundel on Aug.18th and rEwrige' on Aug.25th. He must have
been due at Sheffield after Aug.16th, which is deduced from
a letter written to Cromwell on that date, and almost certain­
ly he was there at some time between Aug.18th and Aug.25th,
the dates Aug.22nd and 23rd being likely candidates from the
entries in Cromwell's Accounts This is possibly supported
by the following extract from a letter, Aug.31st, to Charles
V of Spain from the Spanish ambassador, who wrote, " on the
17th left London for the Court 50 miles away. The King was
hunting from place to place. Audience was appointed on the
21st at a manor belonging to Cromwell". While the grants of
1537/8 do not show Cromwell as owning Sheffield,nevertheless
he had certainly been granted much property in the locality,
and it is a pleasing thought that it may have been at Sheff­
ield that the kind held court and received, with Cromwell,
the Spanish ambassador.
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AddendumR .0. S.P.Hen. VIII. 231.f.127
71. Oak Trees.*

List of persons who have oaks upon their lands (in
Ashdown Forest?) as follows: .........
church land of notching, Mr. Attorney in Chelworth,
Henry Hewet, two of the Alcokkes, Ralph Troukmer, John
Adreld, Collyn, John Stedall, "Pope, yeoman," John Payne
of Flecching, .
Vol.l. Grants in Dec.1309♦
13« John Earl of Oxford & Elizabeth his wife, widow of
William, late Viscount Beaumont and Lord of Bardolf.
Grant of the manors of ............Plompton,
Barcombe, Fletching, Birling, Buskegage, and Pedynghoo,
Sussex; ...... to hold to the said
John and Elizabeth during the life of the said Elizabeth,
and in full satisfaction of her dowry.
Greenwich, 30 Nov. 1 Hen. VIII.
1309-10 Pardon Roll.
List of persons receiving the King's general pardon.
Richard Fuller or Fullar, of Waterdown in Retherfeld
parish, Brodhurst in Horstedkeynes parish, and Horsham,
Suss.,and Suthfrith, Kent, y., 20 March.
Grants in July 1310.
41. John Johnson, alias Jekson, of Fleeching, alias of
Lewes, Sussex, shoemaker. Pardon for killing John
Nicholas, alias Nicholes alias Nicoll, of Fleechyng,.
Sussex, shoemaker, at Lewes^ 17+ Feb., 1 Hen. VIII., in
self-defence; on inquest by Steph. Roote, coroner for
Sussex, certified into Chancery by John Botiller and
John More, justices. Westm. 10 July.
1310. Will of Edmund Dudley, attainted of High Treason.
Protests against the verdict in the Guildhall (on 18 July
1509).
Various bequests, etc.
Lands in Cheshire to be held to the use of his son John
and the heirs of his body; and the residue for payment of
debts; the manor of Sheffield, and lands in Sussex and
Surrey, bought of Roger Lewkenor, together with his
interest in the manors of Bargham, Ryngewyke, Ham,
Gratham, Wymynholl, "and thereabouts", in Sussex to be
restoredon certain conditions. etc.
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Grants in February 1511.
26. John Kirton, John Ernley, the King's attorney, Ric.
Dudeley, .elk., Sir Andrew Wyndesore, Sir Stephen Jenyns,
Ric. Broke, Ric. Hesketh, and Hen. Tyngelden. Grant, in
fee, to the use of John Ernley and his heirs, of the ninth
part (forfeited by Edmund Dudley) of the manor of Sheffeld,
and of lands in Flechyng, Estgrensted, Hodelegh, Horsted
Keynes, Litilhorsted, Hertfeld, Ukfeld, Alveston,Pevensey
and Bekley, in Sussex; and Godstone, Lingfield, Lagham,
and Horne, in Surrey, which they and Edm. Dudley recovered
against Roger Lewkenor in 23 Hen. VII. Del. Westm.10 Feb.,
2 Hen. VIII.
Grants in April 1514.
10. Nicholas Carue, the King's servant. Grant in tail of
the reversion of the manors of Plompton, Bercombe, Fletching,
Pedinghoo, Buskegage, and Birling, Sussex, the advowson of
Plompton church, which came to Hen. VII. on the death of
William viscount Beaumont, Lord Bardolf, by attainder of
Francis lord Lovel, and were subsequently granted 6 Sept,
(sic) 1 Hen. VIII. to John late Earl of Oxford, deceased,
and Elizabeth his wife (still living), widow of the said
Lord Beaumont. Del. Croydon, 27 April 6 Hen. VIII.
Vol. 7
The Parson of Westmeston. 19 Oct. 1534.
On Thursday after St. Matthew's Day, 24 Sept., in the house
of Hugh Londes, while talking about the parson of Westmeston,
against whom his perverse opinions were that day objected
by Mr. Worthialle, chancellor to the bishop of Chichester,
John Scras said these words; "Masters, take heed how you
handle the parson of Westmeston, for there be 10,000 will
take the part he take th.” To this Mr. Thos. Colbrande
replied, "I pray God be with me, and I only against the
10,000.” Sir Thos. Duckworth, parson of Hurst, Mr. Draper,
parson of Horsted Keynys, were present. Signed by Leonard
Banelle (?) and Thos. Colbronde in presence of Robt. prior
of Lewes and Sir Thos. Gage, 19 Oct. 1534.
Colbrond says that he remembers the words of John Sorastre,
who said that ”10,000 will say at the parson of Westmeston
saith, and take his part therein." Signed.
Dukworth also heard these words. Signed.
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Vol. 11.

8 Oct. 1536. Norfolk to the Council.
Since my coming to this town I have learned that light
persons rejoice at this business in Lincolnshire, and that
if I had not come, and the proclamation for clothmaking
been made "some business might have chanced". Sir Thomas
Rushe, being sick of an ague, has written that the young
clothiers are very light. I have sent to him for partic­
ulars. Sir William Walgrave and other substantial men
have been with me, and in the morning as I ride homewards
Sir William Drewry, Sir Thomas Jermyn and John Spryng will
be with me.

Notwithstanding my letter to you from Esterford, after
the tales shown me here I dare not leave, these parts
without the King's command, nor send away my son with my
horses; of which I have not above 70, for my great horses
and geldings are in Sussex, at Sheffield (sic). The
geldings ought now to be on this side London towards me.
I think I had much wrong offered, me to send my son and
servants from me, considering that he cannot overtake my
lord of Suffolk, who will be tomorrow night at Huntingdon
and "they shall be fought withal or tomorrow noon by my
lord Steward". In any other place I could be ready at a
day's warning, and would, my lord of Oxford being sent
down, leave these parts in good order. Stoke, Sunday,6pm.
Add: My lord Privy Seal and others of the King's Council.
Endd.
Vol. 12. 23 May 1337» Lord Dudley.
The names of the lordships sold by Sir John Sutton, knt.,
lord Dudley, 23 May 1537, to Roger Brown of London,mercer,
to the use of Sir John Dudley of Sussex, viz:- Dudley,
with the castle, Segelley, Ettingsall, Woodsetton, Upper
Gurnall, Bryerley, Colsseley, Nether Gurnall, Durlaston,Ettingwll Yend (?), Gosspell Yend (?); for 4,00(X. under
certain conditions.
"Provision for the said purchase Sir John Dudley of Sussex
have sold to George Robynson Drayghton Basset for 2,000£."
- the bargain to take none effect if Sir John Sutton pay
Robynson l,000£. at Michaelmas; the following lands being
offered by Sir John as sureties for its redemption, viz.:-
Peynswycke, Kybbworthe, Beacheam, Moreton Valence,Ymbers
Courte, Malthrope and Garnethorpe, Burwasse, Fyndon,
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Sheffield (? in Sussex), and Hemyngford (value cf each-given).
Endd.
Grants in October 1537*
3. Thos. Crumwell, K.G., lord Crumwell, the King’s chief
secretary, and keeper of the Privy Seal. Grant in fee of
the house and site of the suppressed priory of Michilham,
Sussex; the church, &c., a water-mill near the same 

..........the rectories of the churches of Langton,
Alfriston and Fletchyng, Sussex, and the advowsons of the
parish churches and vicarages thereof .
and all other manors, &c. in the vills, &c., of Michelham,.
Langton, Alfriston, Fletchyng, Arlyngton, Haylisham, Westham,
Sutton, Seaford, Sharnefold, Downeaysshe, Helynglye, Otham,
Willyngdon, Janyng, Pemsey, Isenherst, Mafeld, Hartfeld,
Cowden, Brighthelmyston, Chyntyng, Yevington, and Estbourne,
Sussex, and elsewhere, belonging to the said late priory;
in as full manner as Thos. Holbeme, the late prior, held the
same. Annual value, 171£. ^s. ^d; rent 71£» ^s.
Del. Westm. 1 Oct. 29 Hen. VIII. S.B.
Vol. 13. Grants in February 1938.
7^. Thos. lord Crumwell, Keeper of the Privy Seal. Grant,in
fee, of the late monastery or priory of Lewes, Sussex, and
the site, &c., of the same; the church, steeple and church­
yard .........  the advowsons of the
churches of .........  Horsted Kaynes
and all other possessions in the vills, fields, &c., of

............. Fletchyng, . Horsted Caynes,
 and elsewhere, except in co. Norf., which

belonged to the said monastery or priory of Lewes, or
±0 the said cell or priory of Castelacre, or which Robert,
late prior of Lewes, or Thomas, late prior of the said cell,
held in right of the same respectively; which possessions
came to the King’s hands by virtue of the following, viz.:-

A fine levied on the Common Pleas at Westminster on the
morrow of St. Martin 29. Hen. VIII. between the King, as
plaintiff, and Robert, late prior of the said monastery of
St. Pancras, Lewes, deforciant. A fine levied as above
on the same day between the King, as plaintiff, and Thomas,
late prior of the said cell of St. Mary, Castelacre, deforc­
iant. A deed indented by Robert, the late prior, and the
convent of the Cluniac house of St. Pancras, Lewes, afore­
said, dated 16 Nov.29 Hen VIII. Del.Westm.,16 Feb.29 Hen.VIII

- S.B.
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February 1538. Sir Humphrey Forster to Wriothesley.
I beg your favour for the bearer, Mr. John Symson,

sometime abbot of Tychefylde, which abbey.you have by the
King's gift, subject to the payment of his pension of 20£.
a year. If you can obtain for him the benefice of Horsted,
Suss., valued in the King's books at 1J£. 6s. 8d. (the
patronage belongs to the prior of Lewes and now to my
lord Privy Seal) and pay the first fruits for him, I think
he would release you of the pension.
Signed: Sir Humffrey Forster knyghtt.
Add: Mr. Thomas Wriseley. Endd.
10 April 1538. Sir W. Barantyne to Wriothesley.

The parsonage of Horstede **,  in Sussex, is now void
by death. Its value is 20 marks a year. Begs it may be
given to the bearer, Mr. Symson, who had a pension of 20£.
a year out of the abbey of Titchfield, with which Wrioth­
esley is charged, but which.the writer has moved him to
release.
London, 10 April. Signed.
Add: Mr.' Thomas Wriseley. Endd.
16 Aug. 1538. Kerry Foisted to (Cromwell).

Has received his letter of the 14th, with Mr. Pope's
letter. Evidently Pope is as loth that Cromwell should
purchase the manor as he is of Cromwell's displeasure, so
that if Cromwell stick to it he will have his purpose.
Sends copy of Pope's letter. Doubts not he will get 300£.
if he wishes to part with it again. Has spoken to Master
Dudley, but came too late, for all his money was gone long
since. He has been in Staffordshire, and came to London
this Friday. Sends a letter which Foisted procured him to
write. Does not know whether he has written anything
concerning the reversion, but he said Cromwell should have
it at his own price. Has written to Master Parry for the
survey thereof.

Intends to bring Cromwell his will at Sheffelde, with
the valuations of divers monasteries, which he has sought
out to serve his purpose for Master Gregory and my lady.
Thanks Cromwell for remembering his suit to the King and
his warrant at Mortlake.
The Rolls, 16 Aug. Signed.
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1538. Account of lands sold and, purchased (by -the duke of

Norfolk)
(1) "Londes solde":... .................
(2) Lands purchased. The manors of Wynthering and - (blank),
104£. The manors of Snape and Alborogh, 80£. The manor of
Romborowe and the "priores" in Hyntelsham, 27£. The lands
of Fylstowe, Falkenham, and lands bought of Sir Thos. Russhe,
38£. The manors of Sheffyld (? in Sussex) and Imbercorte,
82£. Total 1,7J9£. 6s. 8d.
Vol. 14. 1539« Muster of Sussex.
Certificate of Sir John Gage, John Sakvyle, Giles Fenys,
John Parkar, and Thos. Darell, commissioners, of musters
within the rape of Pevensey, of all the hundreds there,
taken in the year 30 Hen. VIII.
(Giving under boroughs, &c., lists of "able bowmen", "able
billmen”, and "unable men having harness", with the harness
and weapons of each man detailed and elaborate totals of
men, harness, and weapons after each borough.)
Ruschmonden hundred . Flecchyng 8, .
Scheffelde 12  Total bowmen 41, billmen 103 < &c.
Grants in August 1539«
5. Eliz. Carewe, widow of Sir Nich. Carewe. Grant of the
manors or lordships of Plompton Buskage, Plompton Pedynghoo,
Bercombe, Byrlyng, and Netherhall in Flecchyng, Sussex;

and all messuages, lands, &c., in the above
places late of the said Sir Nich. Carewe; 
all which are in the King's hand by the attainder of the
said Nicholas and by virtue of an Act of the Parliament of
31 Hen. VIII. To hold to the said Elizabeth for the term
of her life, with remainder to Fran. Carewe, her son and
heir, in tail male. Ferneham, 24 July 31» Hen. VIII.
Del. Terlyng, 1 Aug. - P.S.
Cromwell's Accounts, from A.D. 1537»
(Amounts are mostly stated in pounds, shillings and pence,
but here, where brevity would gain by it, they are given
in marks of 13s. 4d., indicated by the letter "m".)
I. Receipts
"Money received by me, Thomas Avery" from 1 Jan.28 Hen.VIII.
August, 1538 .................
22nd. Holcroft, at Sheffelde, 50m .............
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II. Payments by me, Thos. Avery, from 1 Jan. 28 Hen.VIII.
August, 1538 .............................
1st. Wm. Williamson, at Petworth, for things done at
Sheffeld, 20£  22nd. John Williamson, for
works at Sheffelde, 20£. 23rd. Expenses at Sheffelde,
viz., to Mr. Cofferer of the King's house for victual,
and rewards to the King's chamber and household by Ric.
Tomyow 127£. 15s .............
January, 1539 ....... .............
l^th. Allen Kinge, for wine spent at Sheffelde when the
King was there, (by Mr. Richard's command) 39g. 16s. 8d.
Grants in Jan. 15^1.
32. Dame Anne Cleve, daughter of John late duke of
Cleves, Guligh, Gelder and Barry, and sister of William
now duke of Cleves, Guligh, Gelder and Barry, earl of
Marke, Ravensborough and Sutfyn, and lord of Revenston.
Grant for life (in consideration of her willingness to
remain in England and that she accepts the laws of this
realm and is content to renounce her marriage with the
King, which, though celebrated under certain conditions
in the face of the Church, was never consummated and was
declared by Convocation and Parliament to be invalid)
of  the rector­
ies of Flecchyng, Alfryston, and Bawton, Sussex, belonging
to the said late priory of Mychelham; ..................
the advowsons of the vicarages of the churches of Kyngeston
near Lewes, Brighthelmeston, Pecham, Falmer, Rotingden,
Iforde, Pedynghowe, Dychenyng, Cokesfeld, Est Grenested,
West Hotheley, Fletchyng, Alfryston, Lawton, Haverell,
and Sutton: All which premises came to the King's hands
by the attainder of Thos. late earl of Essex.

Hampton Court, 17 Jan. 32 Hen.VIII. Del.Westm.20 Jan -P.S.
Grants in May 15^1.
93. Will, earl of Arundel. Grant, in fee (in exchange
for the manors of ...... ) 
The manors or lordships of Swanbarough and Horsted,Sussex,
and Imberhorne, Sussex and Surrey, and the advowson of
the rectory of Rype, Sussex ........... .
the park called Horsted parke, Sussex .
all belonging to the late monastery of Lewes.
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And all lands in .......... Horsted Keynes .........
belonging to the above manors.

In as full manner as Thos. late earl of Essex, attainted,
held the premises; to hold by certain stated rents, free
of all charges except 26s. 8d. a year to Ric. Sakvyle for
life, as steward of the manors of Cowdeane and Holwiche,
and 26s. 8d. a year to Giles Fynes for life as steward of
the said manor of Michelham Parkegate, and on account of a
sale and bargain of wood in Horsted park by the said earl
of Essex to one John Delfe.
Greenwich, 26 May 33 Hen. VIII. Del. Westm., 30 May.

Footnotes:
P.3. 71 Oak Trees. *
Probably to be assigned to.'the beginning of Henry VIII's
reign or earlier, but no attempt is here made to give it a
more precise date.

P.7. 10 April 1538.Sir W.Barantyne to Wriothesley.
Horstede**.

Horsted Keynes. William Draper was incumbent in 1535•
See Valor. Eccl., I. 3^0.
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---- - HAVEN FARM, FURNERS GREEN -----
(also known as HOME or HEAVEN FARM)

Haven Farm is situate3 on the A275» one mile south of the
village of Danehill. The owner-farmer is Mr John Butler,
who bought the farm and 66 acres of land from the Danehurst
Estate in 1972, having been the tenant farmer since i960.
Mr Butler also rents a further 66 acres of adjacent land
belonging to St.Raphaels.

Danehurst House and the residue of the Danehurst
estate, which included the Home Farm, was in 1962 pur­
chased by a Roman Catholic Order of nuns, who changed the
name ’Danehurst’ to 'St. Raphaels', and now administer it
as a home for sick and elderly ladies. It had earlier
been used as an Anglican nursing home,which failed and
the house was unoccupied for a couple of years before it
was purchased by the nuns.

Danehurst House was built in 1827 on free land held
of the Manor of Sheffield. The land had been well farmed,
was fertile and comparatively level; and when you look
at the beautiful contours of the fields it is easy to see
why Colonel Davies chose this site to build his fine new
home. Danehurst House was built on the lands of the Haven
Farm. The farm house and buildings were then extensively
modernised, enlarged or even completely rebuilt, and were
used as the Home Farm to the Danehurst Estate.

The present Farm House is a very attractive and sub­
stantial building. The brick-work facade is in a chequer­
ed pattern typical of the period of 1830. In the living
room there is a large oak beam, slightly chamfered, and
also an ingle-nook fireplace which connects to a chimney
stack built in the style of 17^0-80. (The other stacks
are contemporary with the brick-work.) It is possible
that a small house of C175O belonging to the farm had
been made much larger and had then replaced the old farm
house which was later demolished. To support this theory,
an estate map dated 1817 (1) shows the old house south­
west of the present farm house (near the site of Mr.
Butler's new great barn). Mr Butler has also found a well
near there.

On the north side of the present house there is a
cattle yard bounded by a low wall in the front;stables

II Illi
 Illi



and stalls fill the other three sides. The farm buildings
are all very fine and in an excellent state of repair.
There is a beautiful oast house, complete with sail, a
granary barn, a huge stable with a pigeon loft above, and
other out-buildings. The brick-work of the farm buildings
appears to be early 19th century, but inside there are fine
oak beams dating from the late l?th or early 18th century
that have been re-used.

William Gardner’s & Cream's map of 1795 shows three
buildings;probably, the farm house, barn and oast house.
On the old maps and records it is called the Heaven or
Haven Farm. A footpath, which in places becomes a green
lane, runs from Furners Green, skirts the farmyard, over
the twenty-two acre field and out into Freshfield Lane,
where it originally connected with the bridlepath that went
by Latchetts and Hole House to Horsted Keynes.

The Butler family. John and his wife, Margaret, two
sons and two daughters, all live at Haven Farm. The eldest
son, David, is training to be a farmer, his paternal grand­
father is at Latchett's Farm, Freshfield Lane, Danehill,
and “his uncle farms Treemans at Horsted Keynes; so a big
area of land in this district is farmed by the family.

The tenants at the farm prior to the Butlers were
Martin West and his two sisters, Ruth, the younger one,
was unmarried; the elder sister was a Mrs Johnstone. The
family were at the farm for forty years, the brother and one
sister dying there. The surviving sister gave up the tenancy
in I960. Mr John Butler tells a rather macabre story that
when he took over the tenancy he found that the bedrooms of
the brother and sister had been closed after they died.
The beds were unmade and their clothes and personal poss­
essions left untouched by all bar moth and mildew.

The Wests were very devout and active members of the
Strict Baptist Chapel in Danehill, which is now converted
into a private house called 'Robert’s Warren', next to
Danehill Stores.

Kelly's Directory of 1918 stated Harry Rogers is the
farmer for both Home and Slider's Farms. The late Mr.
William Huggett of Portmansford Farm informed me that
Harry Rogers shortly afterwards moved to Piltdown .

Kelly's Directory of 1878 shows William Terry at the
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Home Farm. Mr William Huggett's maternal grandmother was
called Annie Jenner. She left her husband and came to
Danehill with her three children and stayed for some years
with her father, William Terry, who was the tenant farmer
of Home Farm. The cottages in Danehill known as ’Terry’s
Row’, together with the bakehouse now used by Mr.Cottenham,
were built by order of William Terry. The bakehouse was
given to Annie to provide an income and source of interest
for her. William Huggett said his father, then a little
boy of five, saw the preparations being made in the kitchen
of Home Farm and then two doctors arriving on horseback
to perform an operation for breast cancer on one of his
aunts.

The 1851 Census Return gives the tenant farmer as
’Richard Hobden aged 33 of Haven Farm. Farmer of 206
acres, employs three labourers. Born at Chailey. Mary
his wife (26) born at Fletching, their one year old
daughter Mary A. Susan Day, mother-in-law, Widow of a
Farmer, born Fletching, Eliza Cushion aged 13, General
Servant, born at St Giles, Mddx and four farm labourers.’

.The Tithe map and schedule of 1840/1 gives the names
of the fields. Today most of the names of the fields are
unchanged, though some have been amalgamated by the
removal of hedges.

In 1827 Col. Davies bought the Haven Farm and'the
neighbouring 'Steresherne' from the Trustees of Henri
and Mary Ann de Bourbel (after Henri and his family had
returned to France). Mary Ann was the daughter of Henry
and the grandaughter of Luke Spence, and had inherited
her grandfather's properties. On the Fletching Land Tax
the Spence lands are called 'Huggetts and Awcocks’. The
tenant farmer between 18o8 and 1827 was John Wheeler.(2)
A number of the de Bourbel family papers are deposited
in the East Sussex Record Office and include a set of
Deeds relating to a Farm in Fletching. The properties
named in the Deeds of the Fletching Farm were variously
called Hammings, Newmans, Boord's Croft, Huggetts,
Wigerhouse and Austins, and were dated from 1387-1796.(2)
The connecting link and proof that these were the early
Deeds of Haven Farm and neighbouring lands were found in
the Survey of the Manor of Sheffield, dated 1833 (3)»
which stated 'Col. Davies is the owner of Newmans and



Hamming Hammings which is part of the Haven Farm.'Directions
are also given. Land adjacent was called 'Huggetts', and
today a wood between Sliders and Haven Farm is known by that
name. There is a connection with the ancestors of the
Huggett family and the iron ore industry. The jingle goes -
'Master Huggett and his man John, he did make the first
can-non'. (4). Particularly in the time of Henry VIII
and Elizabeth I, this area was very heavily engaged in the
making of iron.

A large number of the people listed in the de Bourbel
Deeds would not have lived at the Farms, but would have
bought the properties as an investment. Some held the Mort­
gages. Indeed, several of the people named owned large
amounts of property elsewhere.

However, some did actually live there and farmed the
lands. John Awcocke (Awcock) held Newmans and farmed the
60 acres of free land held of the Manor of Sheffield in
1501. His son John after him, and when he died in 1560 the
property is inherited by his son, Richard. Richard Awcocke
was a Juror of the Manor Court of Sheffield and farmed copy­
hold land of the Manor as well as his own free land. He
died in 1597 and was succeeded by his son, Richard. (5).
Perhaps he was not such a good farmer, for from 1610 the
property was mortgaged to various people (6). Even worse
trouble befell the Awcocke family when a drunken Thomas
Awcocke sold his property to Henry Browne, who promptly sold
the Haven Farm and Steresherne to Luke Spence. The tenant
farmer was William Foorde and he was immediately replaced
by Richard Funnell.

So through the various Deeds and Documents we can trace
the history of Newmans back to May 20th 1471 when John
Warnett of Uckfield sold or mortgaged the property to William
Atherwold of Coolham, and the adjoining Hammings back to
March 10th 1387 when Nicholas Dynot of Fletching (there is
a brass to his memory in the parish church there) sold the
property to John Hammyng.

This is a report on part of the history of a working
farm that spans nearly 600 years. The life and methods of
the present day farmer will be very different from that of
his predecessors, but the land described in these early
deeds is still farm land and the acreage is little changed.
We hope it will continue to be farmed for many more



generations Hylda Rawlings.
August 1979*
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Sources of information:
(1) The deeds held by Mrs B. Hardy
(2) E.S.R.O. The de Bourbel Papers 4963-5362
(3) E.S.R.O. The Survey of Sheffield Manor SRL/14/5
(4) ’Wealden Iron' by Ernest Straker. Page 146
(5) S.A.S. Court Books of the Manor of Sheffield 787/8
(6) E.S.R.O. Mortgage Deed 1610. Richard Awcock to

Anthony Goldsmith.

I would like to thank Mrs Margaret Holt, who inspected
Haven Farm and dated the brickwork and timber.

A letter found amongst Mrs B. Hardy's Deeds relating to
the proposed sale of the Haven Farm, addressed to Luke
Spence Esq. from Henry Brown of Withyham Manor, dated
1759, contained the following paragraph:
"I have lost no time in getting Foorde out and Funnell
in as you wanted which has cost me five guineas.”

THE "FREE CHAPEL OF MARESFIELD"
OR THE "NUTLEY CHAPEL"

We are very pleased to publish this contribution from
one of our newest members, Dr. D. Martin, on this very
interesting subject on which there have been so' many
theories and speculation. Editor.

On the floor of the.North Transept of Maresfield
Parish Church lies one of the most ancient of our local
antiquities. It is a Norman Font in the "Tournai" style
carved out of local sandstone, the last relic of the
Chapel built by Richer" de Aquila,- Lord of Pevensey
Castle and East Sussex (including Ashdown Forest) in the
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year of his death 1176. (1) on the hill between Chelwood
Gate and Nutley. The Rev. Edward Turner, Vicar of Maresfield,
on one of his pastoral rides across the Forest to visit his
parishioners at Twyford, discovered the font in use as a
cattle trough at a nearby farm in 1857 and placed it in his
church for safekeeping. (2)

The Chapel was dedicated to St. Mary, and was probably
a duplicate of the chapel whose foundations can still be
seen within the inner bailey of Pevensey Castle; of the same
date, and perhaps built by the same masons.(J) The site
would have been chosen by Richer on his hunting trips to the
Forest. Interestingly though, it lies on a"ley line" from
Newhaven and Mount Caburn to Ringmer and Fletching (4) and
the site may have Celtic or pre-Roman significance as chapels
were commonly built on the site of former pagan temples.
Richer built the chapel as a "chantry" to have masses said
for his soul after death. He endowed the chantry with
sixty acres of land at Priestridge (now Wych Cross Place)
which would, of course, have already been under cultivation
and producing an income from its Anglo-Saxon tenants. (5)
Following the grant of Ashdown Forest to John of Gaunt in
1371, the endowment was administered by the Duchy of Lan­
caster and came to be paid from the Manor of East Grinstead
to the Vicar of Maresfield Church. In 1392, the sum of
£1. 12. 0. was paid"for the Chauntry there" to the Chaplain
of The Free Chapel, (6) but in 1419 the same sum was paid
to the Custodian, (7) suggesting that the Chapel lacked an
incumbent.

This brings us to the strong local tradition that
John Wycliffe was priest of the Chapel in the turbulent
years leading up to the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. Wycliffe's
protector, John of Gaunt, owned the Royal Hunting Lodge at
Nutley, and since this part of Sussex was unaffected by the
religious controversey surrounding Wycliffe and by the anger
of the Peasantry against John of Gaunt, it would have pro­
vided a safe haven conveniently near London whilst London
and Oxford were too 'hot' for Patron and Priest. (The mob,
incidentally, burnt the "Pipe Rolls" at Pevensey Castle
which would give us the details of Richer's foundation of
the Chapel!)

The 14th Century was no doubt the "heyday”of the Chapel
as it would have been visited by Edward II, Edward III and
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John of Gaunt whilst staying at Nutley. (8) During the
15th Century, however, the Chapel would have shared in
the general decline in religious life, especially the
decay of the Monastic establishments, including those
with "Forest Rights". (9) The Priory of Wilmington was
suppressed in 1^14 because of its links with the "Enemy"
Abbey of Grestein, Normandy, during The Hundred Years
War, and Michelham Priory had decayed to a shadow of its
former glory long before Henry VIII dissolved the Priory
in 1536. (10) Certainly the Prior had not paid his 4/4d.
annual rent for the use of Chelwood Vachery for many years
before Henry seized the property in 15^1. (11)

The "Nutley Chapel", as it was now known, was there­
fore probably long disused when in 15^1 The Maresfield
Parish Register Book notes the receipt of the Chalice and
Holy Vestments from the Chapel transferred to their keeping
by the Custodian, John Pettit, Senior, of Nutley, together
with a "Chantry" of 3/^d left to the Chapel by Roger
Atherall. (12) Another chantry of a yearly pension of
10/- "going out of lands called Sharnefield in Westham"
to the Chapel is noted in the Sussex Chantries Survey of
1535 (prior to confiscation) (13) - yet another link with
Pevensey Castle. The gate in the Forest Pale through
which the main road from Wych Cross passed down the east
side of Chelwood Vachery, across Millbrook, and into the
lane passing up from the present day Dovecote Farm to
Fairplace Farm and then to Nutley Street, was renamed
"Stonegate” (1^+) instead of its former name of "Chapel
Gate" (13) and either took or gave its name to the new
farm which was created at the Beacon Hill. The Chapel
and surrounding land passed into ownership of the Awcock
family and in 1563 it was owned by Thomas Awcock. (16)
In 1693 it was owned by the widowed Elizabeth Awcock (17)
who, in 1695» bought Sters Hearne at Furners Green and
appeared briefly in the Society's Special Issue on the
History of that area. The chapel itself has long since
disappeared, but it probably forms either the basic
structure of Mr Edward Burnham's Chelwood Beacon Cottage,
or has certainly contributed stones to it, and the house
itself appears to be the original "Stonegate" of Thomas
Awcock.
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STANDEN HOUSE. Visited by Margaret Lakin •
James Beale, a successful solicitor, who lived in a

large stuccoed house in Holland Park, Kensington, with his
wife, Margaret and their seven children, wanted a comfortable,
unpretentious home in the country for weekends and holidays
and eventually for retirement, and it was Standen House
that offered this.

The Beales had many friends in the art loving and art
collecting world of the last quarter of the 19th century,
among whom were the lonides, the Alexanders and the Debenhams.
They also knew a number of artists, including William
Nicholson and Arthur Melville.

Philip Webb, 1831-1915, an architect known in these
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circles, built Standen House between 1892 and 189^.
He was a life long friend of William Morris,183^-96, -
(the reformer of the decorative arts and an important
member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood) and both Philip
Webb and Morris, in 1877, were founder members of the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. His
design for the house therefore included Hollybush, the
old tile-hung farmhouse which was on the site. This
was incorporated with other buildings to form and
surround a courtyard from which you enter the house.

Standen is not a typical Victorian house. Webb’s
design and the Morris inspired decor are an expression
of the revolt against Victorianism. Much of the dec­
orative work was done by artist craftsmen, and some of
the carpets and pieces of furniture were designed and
made in the Morris Workshops, an organisation in which
Webb was also involved. It also contains some beautiful
pieces of needlework worked by the Beale ladies to
William Morris designs.

The house was fitted with electric lighting from the
first, and the many lamps and fittings, which are original,
are worth noticing.

It is the only one of Philip Webb's major houses
which has survived intact, and is one of the very few
Victorian houses owned by the National Trust, to whom
it was bequeathed by Miss Helen Beale in 1972.

Standen House is lived in by a tenant of the National
Trust who, like the Beales' friends in Kensington, is an
art lover and collector. He has added pictures and
other artistic objects which are in keeping with the
period and spirit of the house.

It is a pleasant and friendly place to visit. Many
people like it because it evokes memories of their very
early days or the houses of their grandparents; and it
is visited by many connoisseurs of the period and by
students of the decorative arts. Mrs Motley, a grand­
daughter of the Beales, lives at Standen Lodge and is
often in the house and talking to visitors. This is a
great asset and adds to many people's pleasure.
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----- THE LOIRE VISIT -----

by
John Kerner

Sunday, May 13th, saw twenty-three members and friends of
the Society, including the couple who were to announce
their engagement during the journey and our most helpful
driver, "Ernie", who was to become one of us, leave
Danehill for a visit to the Chateaux of the Loire valley

Arriving at Southampton after a journey of rain and
thick mist to board the ferry to Le Havre, it was an
all-night crossing, reaching French soil at 7.30 Monday
morning.

Having had breakfast on the boat, we drove through the
French countryside to Ev^eux, where a short stop for coffee
was most welcome; some even had time for a look at the
Cathedral there too. Thence to Chartres for a picnic
lunch, arriving at our hotel in the centre of Tours in
the early evening. Little did we know on seeing the
Supermarket next door that this was to be our only contact
with the shops, because ahead lay full, hectic days.

After the evening meal some of us visited the Cathedral
St. Gatien where building was started in the 13th century
and completed in the 16th century. The stained glass
windows are the pride of the Cathedral, and date from the
13th to the 13th century. In spite of its mixture of
styles, the facade is quite beautiful.

On Tuesday morning we had a most interesting journey
along the north bank of the Loire to the town of Blois
to visit our first Chateau, the focal point of which is
a magnificent staircase which climbs spirally in an octag­
onal well, three faces of which are embedded in the outside
wall. The well is open between the buttresses and forms
a series of balconies.

The Chateau de Chenonceau was our afternoon visit.
A rectangular mansion with turrets at the corners, it
stands on two piers of a former mill, resting on the bed
of the River Cher.
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Our journey took us West along the north bank on

Wednesday morning, making for the Abbey of Fontevreud.
For me, Fontevreud was the most outstanding feature of
the visit, but unfortunately hot for*  James Rawlings, who,
whilst taking up one of Lord Snowden's manoeuvres on top
of a pile of sand, lost his footing and spectacles, and
had to succomb to a walking stick for the remainder of
the visit.

Madame De Witt, our guide, was a most charming and
knowledgeable lady.

The Abbey was founded in 1099 and was different from
all other religous establishments, receiving in five
separate buildings monks, nuns, lepersj the sick, and
noble women who wished to withdraw from the world.

Each convent possessed its own church and cloister,
prefectory, dormitory and kitchen. The head of the
community was a woman who took the rank of Abbess. The
Abbesses, who were members of noble families, procured
rich gifts and powerful protection for the Abbey. The
Plantagenants poured wealth and blessings on Fontevreud
and chose the Abbey church as their tomb. In the transept
of the church are the reclining figures of four 12th and
13th century tombs and belong to Henry II, his wife,
Eleanor of Aquitaine who died at Fonteauraud in 1204,
their son, Richard Lionheart, and Isabella of Angouleme,
third wife of their other son, England’s King John.
The church, although considerably restored, remains a
handsome Romanesque building.

The kitchen is a feature of the Abbey: what impresses
one most is the skill with which medieval builders solved
domestic problems. Five wood-burning fireplaces and
twenty chimneys are grouped together without any sugges­
tion, outside or in, of the dreary surroundings in which
communal meals were prepared.

The Hugenots desecrated the Abbey in 15&2, and the
Revolutionaries completely destroyed the monks' monastery
in 1793. In 18 0^ Napoleon converted the remaining
buildings into a national prison which was only closed
as late as 1963.
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Although originally planned for a morning visit, our
guide carried on after lunch and this cut short our visit
to Azay-le-Rideau where Phil Lucas, having found that the
guide could not speak English, acted as our guide, reading
from an English translated leaflet.

The Chateau d’Azay, in its pretty setting of woods and
water, is one of the successes of the Renaissance, not as
spacious as Cheronceau, to which it has a family resembl­
ance, but its lines give an impression of elegance and
harmony.

Built in the 15th century, Azay is modern in its appear­
ance and stands partly over the River Indre. The most
remarkable part of the Chateau is the great gable with
double openings containing the great staircase; unlike
Blois, it is internal and the flights are straight.

Dinner that evening saw the presentation of a small
gift to Mrs Bowerbank and Dan Sutton on the announcement
of their engagement. Manuel, the Spanish head waiter, not
understanding English very well, was keen to know what was
going on. It was explained to him that they were fiancees.
’Ha! Fiancees !" shouts Manuel, to which an echo came
from the waitresses in the wings - "Ha! Fiancees!"

Those of us feeling energetic visited the site of the
5th century Basilique St. Martin in the old part of Tours
after dinner.

Thursday morning came all too soon, having to leave the
hotel after breakfast for our journey home. Stopping at
Chartres, we were able to spend some time touring the
Cathedral before continuing our journey to Le Havre and
home.

A most memorable trip - thanks to the wonderful
organisation of our Chairman.
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Rules and Regulations of the Danehill District

SOW & PIG CLUB
established at the "Greyhound" Chelwood Common
on the 7th day of January 1893«

1.-  That the members of this Club agree to meet on the
first Monday in every month at 8 o'clock for the payment
of subscriptions, 3d per month for each sow or pig; any
member failing to pay his subscription within a week will
be fined 3d., and if not paid in two weeks will be no
longer a member of the Club.

2.-  Any person wishing to become a member of the Club
may join on payment of the Entrance Fee of 2/6.

3.-  That 2/6 shall be paid for any sow in pig at least
four weeks before her time is out to pig, should the sow
prove barren, the 2/6 to be refunded.

4.-  No member shall pay less than 3d. per month.

5»- Three-fourths the value shall be paid for any pigs
on proof od death, but in no case shall more than £4.0.0.
be paid for any one pig.

6.- That members must enter all the pigs in their possess­
ion over eight weeks' old.

7»- No person shall receive any benefit till he has been
a member three months, and the pig or pigs insured shall
have been owned by members at least a fortnight.

8.-  All losses shall be estimated by the Stewards and
their decision shall be final .

9.-  The Stewards to be at liberty to visit the pigs at
any time. Any dispute shall be referred to a Committee
appointed for that purpose whose decision shall be final.

10.-Pay to be deferred by agreement. New members to pay
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twelve months without deferment. Interim payments to be
made to the Secretary.

11.-  That proof of death of pig being given by the Stewards
the money to be paid the following Monday, unless any
doubt be raised, and then the loss to be referred to a
General Meeting.

12.-  Three Stewards shall be elected every 12 months.

G.V. MASTERS, Secretary & Treasurer.

From the original membership card in the possession of
Mr and Mrs Baker, of Walder's Stores, Chelwood Gate, Sx.
(The Greyhound Inn is now "Infield" - the house belonging
to Colonel Fox.)

If any of our members have any items of interest relating
to the above Club, or of any other Clubs or Societies in
the area, would they please let me have them for future
inclusion in the magazine. Editor.
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An interesting history of ’Woodgate'
now known as Cumnor House,

from 1565 - 1979,
researched and written

by
Margaret Larkin

Woodgate, renamed Cumnor House for a flourishing Prep
School in 19^9, is one of the well known properties in the
Parish. It is situated about a quarter of a mile north
of the village of Danehill off the London/Lewes Road,A275»
and commands a glorious view southwards across low lying
country to the South Downs. For about sixty years it was
the home of our President, Dame Margery Corbett Ashby's
family, and earlier in the 19th century it belonged for
some 25 years to Warburton Davies, a brother of Francis
J. Davies who built Danehurst and was the architect of
that large estate on the south side of Church Hill, which
afterwards belonged to the Hardy-family, members of which
still live in Danehill and Horsted Keynes, although Dane­
hurst itself, the house and some of the surrounding land,
now belongs to a Roman Catholic Order of nuns, who have
renamed it St. Raphael's.

The following account attempts to give the facts at
present known about Woodgate in some sort of chronological
order:

The first document we have which mentions the property
is the Sheffield Survey of 1565 (1)» commissioned by the
4th Duke of Norfolk, who almost certainly was the owner of
the Manor of Sheffield at this time. This says that
"Stephen Bord holdith certen lands called Woodgates".
Eight other properties are listed as being held by him,
and he paid "by yere xxs. viiid" for the lot. Stephen
Bord must have been a person of some substance, as he held
land in other manors in the area, including that of Horsted
Keynes Broadhurst (2). A co-renter of Stephen's in the
Manor of Sheffield was Richard Sackville (3) , who had
Sheffield Place itself and the surrounding woods and farm­
lands. He was the father of the more famous Thomas
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Sackville 1536-1608, Queen Elizabeth I’s Lord High Treas­
urer, made the 1st Earl of Dorset in 160*4-,  and who actually-
bought the Manor of Sheffield from the *+th  Duke of Norfolk
in 1572 (*4-),  the year of the latter’s attainder and execu­
tion.

The next holder of Woodgate that we know of was Richard
Yeoman in 1590 (5). He died "seized (possessed) of one
tenement called Woodgates and 60ac. of free land, also 16ac.
of certen lands called Budds (this was at Splaynes Green and
was also free land) (6) and his daughter Margaret is the
next heir." Seven years later in 1597 (7) we learn that
"John Yeoman holds by deed a tenement and lands Woodgates
60ac. -a croft called Collenford *4-ac.  Budds 16ac. the
stringe 2ac. and New hedged Wood 1/zac. Rent 9s«ld. 2 hens
10 eggs and 2 days work in harvest."

In the 17th cent, we find Richard Wickersham late reeve
of the Manor of Sheffield dying in 1658 "seized of freehold
lands called Woodgates, and his son Richard is the next
heir" (8). The owner of the Manor at this time was George
Neville, grandson of Sir Christopher Neville, who in 1623
(9) had bought it from Richard Sackville 3rd Earl of Dorset,
grandson of the earlier mentioned Thomas Sackville 1st
Earl of Dorset. And then in 1685 Simon Care of Hartfield
and William Care of Withyham take over the mortgage on a
property (messuage, barn, and land) called Lees Woodgates,
Skeelefield, Skeelefield Grove, Bunning’s field, Bowerlyfield
the Hilly Crofts *4-0ac.  (10). Finally, in 1698, thirteen
years later, George Warnett, yeoman of Fletching, an anc­
estor of the present Mr Lucas of Danehill, married Ann Care,
daughter of Simon Care of Hartfield (11). Presumably, she
became, or was the Woodgate heiress because her son William
Warnett 1702-1791 paid land tax on a house and land annually
from 1750-1790 (12). Although the property is not named
in the Land Tax Returns, in William’s Will, proved in 1791«
(13) he leaves his property "all that my freehold messuage
or tenement with the appurtenances belonging thereto,wherein
I now dwell, commonly called Woodgates situated and lying
in the Parish of Fletching" to his younger son George.
From 1791-1798 George Warnett paid land tax on £1*4-  for a
house and land (1*4-).  The interesting thing is that from
1750 onwards another property paying land tax on £11 and
called variously Lossby’s, Losby’s, Roffyen and Roffeys is
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suddenly called Woodgate in 1778 and continues with this
name, so that we have in 1798 George Warnett paying on
£14 for Woodgate and also a Mr Hutchinson paying on £11
for Woodgate! More interesting still is the statement
that in 1799 Mr Hutchinson pays on £11 for Woodgate and on
£7 for Walnut’s land (Walnut’s thought to be a scribe's
error for Warnett’s), whilst George Warnett pays only on
£7 for house and land that year. These payments con­
tinue until 1808, and then in 1809 we find Mr Hutchinson
paying on £11 for Woodgate and on £14 for Warnett’s land!
(15). George Warnett appears no more in the Land Tax
Returns. It is all a little perplexing, hut it does seem
to be quite clear that Mr Hutchinson bought - in two stages,
1799 and 1809, all the property formerly belonging to
George Warnett and left to him by his father's will in 1791*

Mr Hutchinson now had a sizable property c,131ac.(16)
and probably set about improving and enlarging the house.
Possibly he demolished whatever was there and built a new
and more imposing residence. Mrs Holt (17) has examined
the roof structures at Cumnor House and dates the older
part of the house (nearest to the A275) to the last 20 or
so years of the 18th cent, at the earliest. What exactly
Mr Hutchinson did is not known, but it is known that in
1816, some seven years after becoming the owner of the
whole property - in collaboration with a fellow J.P., the
newly created Earl of Sheffield, he got plans passed for
the alteration of the London Lewes Road, so that instead
of.passing within a yard or so of his front door (which
then faced on to the road), it would, as it does now, pass
the building in a gentle curve about 150ft. away at the
mid point of the curve. At the same time a lane from
Horsted Keynes to Chelworth Common, which passed through
the property, was stopped up and a footpath was re-rooted
to the north of the farm buildings (18). It is also
known that in 1818 Mr Hutchinson was thinking of selling
Woodgate (19)• This apparently he did not accomplish
until 1825/26 as he continued to pay land tax on the pro­
perty until 1825.

In 1826 Warburton Davies, mentioned at the beginning
of this article, began paying the tax and continued to do
so until 1831. There is an interesting passage about him
and his family in 'St. Raphael's, Danehurst' by D.M.Forrest 
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which can be borrowed, from our library.

The 1841 Census Return lists for Woodgate, Warburton
Davies, aged 50, his wife Sophia aged 45 and their son
James (15), who could have been born at Woodgate, together
with eight servants. William Partridge is at Woodgate Farm.
The very pleasant Farm House,still lived in by a tenant
farmer, Mr Smith who so kindly allowed us to visit the house
and farm buildings, has been dated by Mrs Holt to about 1840.
There is a very interesting document of 1840 recording the
granting of a Faculty to F.J. and W- Davies "for new
Galleries, Pews, and Vaults" in Holy Trinity Chapel! (The
old Church on the site of the present War Memorial ) (20)
Various documents between 1827 and 1845 mention W. Davies.'s
property transactions including the Manor of Sheffield
Rental of 1833• He bought up quite a lot more land in the
district and the 184o Tithe Award Schedule gives a separate
list of his possessions, the total acerage now amounting to
490ac. He and his son of ’Woodgate, Danehill' belonged to
the recently founded Sussex Archeological Society in 1848.
(21).  But the 1851 Census Return does not mention them.
It lists William Partridge and family, John Pankhurst and
family and one house uninhabited, which rather suggests that
the Davies family left the district at about this time.
Warburton’s successor was Hugh Hughes from Hertfordshire
who was buying up land in the area from 1845 onwards (22)
In 1851 W. Davies surrendered to him three different prop­
erties in the Manor of Horsted Keynes Broadhurst (23).

Hugh Hughes, aged 24 and his wife Frances Ann, aged
22, were living in Woodgate by 1854. During this year Mrs
Hughes visited Mrs Boyce and her sister Rachel Henning at
Danehill Vicarage (now Richard Bartram House) and brought
with her some music and a slipper pattern which she lent
them. Meanwhile, her husband drove with the Vicar and
others to Uckfield to complain about their taxes (24).
The 1861 Census Return lists Hugh Hughes, aged 31, his wife
aged 29, a visitor and four servants. The 1864 Enclosure
Award allotted Nos. 5 and 6, two small plots in the triangu­
lar area of land at Chelwood Gate bounded by Sandy Lane,
Beaconsfield Road and the A275 to Hugh Hughes in respect of
2O6ac. which he held in the Manor of Horsted Keynes Broad­
hurst. In 1866, in a professional deed (25) he is mentioned
as "of Woodgate". When he left Woodgate is not known.
It would appear to have been about 1867-70.
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. This account is now concerned with the last one hundred
+ a few years - the earlier years of this period being
just outside the memory of some of our oldest residents.
It was in the 1870s that Dame Margery’s family began to be
connected with Woodgate. We have no documentary evidence
as to actual dates. The Corbett family home at Thames
Ditton, Imber Court, was retained until 1898. In Kelly’s
Directory for 1870 Danehill Park (as Woodgate was called
for a short period) is listed as the seat of William
Edward Roydes. The 1871 Census Return records : Danehill
Park Richard. Longley 71. Farm Bailiff, Mary Ann Longley
68, ?' Turner, farm labourer, Joseph Steadman, groom,Eliza
Steadman, laundress. Evidently there were no Corbetts
at the time this Census was taken. A stone plaque outside
Danehill Burial Ground says "This land .... was presented
.... by Charles Joseph Corbett of Thames Ditton in the
County of Surrey.and owner of Woodgate in this Parish ...
1873•" C.J. Corbett died at Imber Court on March 24th
1882. On April 19th, 1882 Dame Margery, his grand daughter,
was born. • We have an Estate Agent's Sale 'Partioilars of
Danehill Park, 687ac. dated 1882. There was to be an
Auction by "Messrs. Cobb at the Mart Token House Yard,
London on Fruday, 14 th July 1882 at two o’clock precisely ,
in ONE LOT, by order of the Trustees under the Will of
the late ownnr." Dame Margery has told me that she came
with her parents to live at Woodgate when she was six
months old, i.e. Oct. 1882. It remained her father’s
home until he died in 1935-•

Possibly C.J. Corbett rented Woodgate as a rough shoot
for his five sons to begin with. We do not know exactly
what happened, but it is quite clear that Dame Margery's
parents, married in 1881, were living at Woodgate in the
1880s. and onwards. We have seen Dame Margery's mother's
accounts for the years 1888-1893. These are very inter­
esting qnd show a remarkably stable period in our history
as regards prices. For five years there is no rise in
prices whatsoever - 1 lb. suet in 1888 cost ls.4d: 1 lb.
suet in 1893 cost ls.4d! We have some letters written
by Dame Margery to her mother in 1923/24 from Woodgate,
where she and her husband and son and other visitors were
spending Christmas, while her parents were abroad travell­
ing in Egypt. These letters give a glimpse of life in 
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the village at that time. Tie Memorial Hall had just been
built and she speaks of going to see ’Bethlehem' beautifully
performed there, and also of dances and badminton going on .
There is trouble with a Hillman, but it gets repaired, "
although the windscreen has gone completely. Jimmie man­
aged to keep it together by bolting it, but it has now
shaken to pieces over these awful roads." ■ She speaks of
paying a bill for her mother to Dr. Martindale, an early
woman doctor living at this time at Colin Godmans.

Mr Setford, an bld resident, speaks of the popularity of
Woodgate among the men and boys of the district, who used to
act as beaters during a shoot. There was always a picnic
lunch for them, but when the shoot was organised from Wood­
gate there would also be a delicious hot supper at the end
of the day. This apparently was not provided either at
Sheffield Place or Searles.

Mrs C.H. Corbett, Dame Margery's mother, was a great
promoter of women and a keen welfare worker, particularly
among women and children. As soon as women were allowed to
do such work, in 1898, she became a member of the Uckfield
Board of Guardians and remained with them for 38 years.
She also belonged to one of the largest Boarding-Out Comm­
ittees in the country. These committees were concerned with
placing homeless children in families, supporting them
financially and visiting them regularly. Mrs Corbett had
at one. time as many as a hundred children under her care in
this way. She was also interested in the New Sussex Hosp­
ital for Women and Children, Windlesham Road, Brighton.
She founded the W.I. in Danehill ahd was its President until
1931*  She was a member of the Parish Council from the
time it began work in 1898, and a County Council manager
of the local school.

In 1921 Mr Messel of Danehurst entrusted £1,000, which
he had given for a village hall to be built in memory of his
late wife, to Mrs Corbett. She at once set about raising
further money and donated some herself. The hall was built
in 1923 on Corbett land and she served oh its management
committee until 1928. Eventually Mr Corbett handed over
the deeds to the Parish Council.

From 1906 to 1910 Mr Corbett was the Liberal M.P. for
this Constituency, and was loyally supported by his wife
and family during those years.
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Mrs Corbett died in 1932. Charles Henry, her husband,

died on November 20th, 1935 at Woodgate. Their only son,
Adrian, took over the management of the estate. He intended
creating a model dairy farm, and initiated all sorts of
alteratigns, including the stripping of Round Wood and
Stripes Wood. He kept a groom and had both farm and
riding horses in the stables. Unfortunately, he was
seriously injured in a hunting accident and died as a
result of it on December 3rd, 1936.

Mrs Sales took over the Woodgate Dairy project during
1937, and later that year Mr Macmillan came down for the
shooting. He was in the process of buying the Woodgate
Estate, which he let to a tenant from 1938-^0.

During the war years of 19^O-^5 the Canadian Army
was in occupation and the house remained empty from 19^5-
19^9. From 19^9 onwards the history of Woodgate, from
now on called Cumnor House, has been inimitably told in
’School Story’ by L.H. Milner Gulland, its recently
retired Headmaster. Its history is, of course, not by
any means over yet - and neither did it begin in 1565.
There is still a great deal to discover about the past
of this beautifully sited country house. Surrounded as
it is with magnificent trees and parkland, playing fields,
pleasure gardens and the superb crinkle crankle brick
kitchen-garden wall, one of only two known in Sussex, it
is one of the Special Places in Danehill.

Sources of Information
(1) E.S.R.O. The Survey of Sheffield Manor SR1/14/5
(2) S.A.S. Horsted Keynes Broadhurst & Danehill Court

Rolls.
(3) E.S.R.O. The Survey of Sheffield Manor SRL/1^/5
(4) From Deeds belonging to Mrs Radford, the present

owner of Sheffield Park.
(5) E.S.R.O. Court Baron of the Manor of Sheffield,

Sept.18 1590.
(6) From papers belonging to Mrs Radford
(7) E.S.R.O. Buckhurst Terrier (Folio 275)
(8) " Court Baron of the 'Manor of Sheffield

April 29 1658
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(9) From Deeds belonging to Mrs Radford
(10) E.S.R.O. Professional deed among the Searles Papers

ADD M/S 2594
(11) " Marriage Certificate
(12) " Fletching Land Tax 1750-1831
(13) Will of William Warnett 1791» E.S.R.O.
(14) E.S.R.O. Fletching Land Tax 1750-1831

H H It It ' 1!

(16) Sale Particulars for Woodgate 1818. Danehill Parish
Historical Society

(17) An expert on the dating of houses who has been quoted
before in this magazine, to whom much in the
way of thanks is due.

(18) E.S.R.O. Woodgate Diversion 1816; see also D.P.H.S. Mag.
Vol.I No.2

(19) Sale Particulars for Woodgate 1818 D.P.H.S.
(20) From Deeds held by Mrs Hardy
(21) S.A.S. founded by Lower in 1846.Susses Archeological

Collections Vol.I 18*1-8.
(22) E.S.R.O. Court Baron/Manor of Sheffield.Oct.31.1845
(23) " ” ” " " Horsted Keynes Broadhurst

Dec.2nd. 1851
(24) The Letters of Rachel Henning edit. D. Adams
(25) From a professional deed in the possession of Messrs.

Lewis Holman & Lawrence of Lewes.

THE ENDING OF ENCLOSURES ON ASHDOWN FOREST
by Dr. D. Martin

The custom of enclosing small areas of waste or
common land was an accepted feature of rural life until
late Victorian times. The belief persisted that if the
frame could be erected and the ridge timber fixed between
dawn and dusk, the builder had established title to the pl—
The Lord of the Manor was often happy to condone this
practice as a means of housing and feeding his labourers
at little cost to himself, and the builder was beholden
also to his neighbour who could hinder as well as help hir—
in erecting his house.



The pressures of increasing population, growing un­
employment, a depressed agriculture and rising prices of
food at the end of the Napoleonic Wars led to an upsurge
in the number of enclosures "thrown out" on Ashdown Forest
and the adjoining "Forest Commons". However, resistance
to this trend arose from a new class of inhabitants around
the Forest who had been brought to the area by the new
"Turnpike" roads which made access to London quick and
easy towards the end of the 18th century. Until then
the "churlish soil untamed by human art" l(which was the
Wealden Clay) made travel difficult and quite impossible
in winter. The coming of the Turnpikes saw coaches
racing at up to twelve miles per hour from Lewes to
London, and soon the Forest was surrounded by the orna­
mental farms and "Villa Rustica" of the London gentry.
Houses such as Kidbrooke, Ashdown, Holly Hill, Maresfield
Park, Searles, Sheffield Park, Danehurst, Woodgate,
Twyford and Plawhatch were built or rebuilt in this era.
With business like efficiency these gentlemen laid claim
to the Forest rights associated with the lands they had
bought up, and sometimes overstepped their rights. In
182J Arabella Diana, Duchess of Dorset and Lord of the
Manor of Duddleswell (and therefore Ashdown Forest),
warned them all about shooting game on the Forest and
appointed Richard Avis as the gamekeeper.

The Gentry were annoyed by the "throwing out" of
enclosures and spoiliation by removal of turf, litter
and building stones at an ever increasing rate by the
hungry local people, especially those without recognised
rights. The Duchess, too, was worried and obtained legal
opinion on how to deal with the matter. She was advised
to bring some test cases to court. Sir John Shelley of
Maresfield Park meanwhile stirred up matters by writing
in December 1826 to George Hoper of Lewes, the Duchess's
Agent and Steward of the Manor of Duddleswell 
"The Foresters hereabouts are building up huts on the
Forest  If this goes on I shall have an Indian
town close to me of some Qf the greatest rapscallions
that ever existed. I mean to call a meeting of the
Parishioners and pull down these huts - let me have a
strong letter from you on the subject. You know hdw pig­
headed your honest Sussex fellow is "
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Hoper tried to calm matters and wrote to Sir John and
the other landowners: " ....Four of the most conspicuous
characters among the trespassers residing in different parts
of the Forest have been selected by way of example and after
an obstinate resistance for the last four months they have
within ten days discovered that the law will control them.
I expect them here in the course of a few days to express
contrition - make such a pecuniary atonement as will impress
the subject on their memories and bring their neighbours to
their senses without further proceedings ....."

He asked that they should take no further action at
present on their own behalf. The few men chosen to be made
examples of were Thomas Brooker of Tompsetts Bank, Henry
Brown of Courtlands, Thomas Carr of Dodds Bank and Samuel
Heasman of Withyham. They were arrested in May 1827 and
lodged in Horsham Gaol until 18th July when they were re­
leased on promising to throw down their enclosures and pay
£5- But the Ideals now reported the depredations of the
gentry with mischievous delight and Hoper soon overreached
himself by writing to the aged Captain William Sewell of
Twyford Lodge (who also owned Chelwood Beacon and Brabies
Hatch) in August 1827 "  A quarter of an acre of land
part of the Forest on the Western side the Vetchery and near
Brabies Hatch w]gich had been recently inclosed was then in
your possession ... " This provoked a blast from Twyford
Lodge from the irasciblSuSewell, " ....That miserable piece
of the Forest that you mention as having been recently inclos­
ed by me, I can myself of my own knowledge say it was inclosed
when I first came into the County at least forty years ago
.... I myself am very indifferent whether the whole Forest
were or were not enclosed; at present it is a dreary waste
of beggary and desolation - a few miserable cattle starve
upon it, if it could be rendered beautiful or fertile by
planting or cultivating would it not be desirable? I am
aware that it is encroached upon but I believe it is. under­
stood that it will not be permitted in future."

The local landowners, however, went ahead with their own
plan and in 1830 two meetings were held at the Maidenshead
Inn in Uckfield. "That all the Estates in respect of which
rights of Common may be exercised on Ashdown Forest with.
the names of the present proprietor shall be specified in
a Schedule."
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Among the landowners were Warburton Davies and Francis
J. Davies of Danehurst and Woodgate, the Earl of Sheffield
(Park) and Thomas Maryon-Wilson of Searles. A committee
of four gentlemen was appointed to draw up the schedule
and assess each landowner 5p. per acre to administer the
scheme. Fotir "lookers"were appointed to walk the
Forest and report trespassers. Robert Edwards,Junior,
(son of the Duchess Woodreeve), John Adams, Richard Avis
and Henry Scott were the first appointments to the office
now carried out by.the "Ashdown Rangers".

Alas, not all the landowners were conscientious about
paying their Forest rate (plus ca change ...!), causing
resentment by those who did, and prosecutions continued
against those Copyholders who persisted in claiming what
they felt were their rights on the Forest. John Scott
of Horsted Keynes and John Friend of Fletching were sent
to Horsham Gaol in 18jl and released only on promising
not to go on the Forest again.

This disaffection carried on right up to the defin­
itive court case of Earl De La Warr v. Miles and Hales
of 1876 where the Lord of the Manor again took legal action
against a trespasser(2)From this came the Ashdown Forest
Act of 1885 whereby Parliament laid down the byelaws and
administration that we now have. All those who could
establish that they owned land on the Forest before 9th
December 1869 were allowed to retain it. Those who had
inclosed it since that date were allowed to buy it at a
fair market price and 156 enclosures were sold - to; 10^
persons. Enclosing of the Forest was finally ended.

SOURCES:
1. John Burton "TRAVEL IN SURREY AND SUSSEX", circa 1730
2. The letters and correspondence are taken from the notes

made by Mr W.A. Raper for the 1876 Court case of Earl
De La Warr v. Miles v. Hales.

A New Post - At Dame Margery’s suggestion, when speaking
at our Christmas Party, we heard Mrs Margaret Holt accept
the post of Vice-President in order to relieve our Presi­
dent of some of her duties.
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TWO INTERESTING FINDS
During the Spring of 1979, Mr Bartlett, the gardener at

Cumnor House School, made an interesting find.
In the trench dug to contain the water pipe to the old

barn being re-erected in the grounds of the School, he found
two irregular shaped pieces of mosaic paving, about two feet
beneath the surface and ten feet from the house.

The trench, starting from near the front entrance to the
school, went in a roughly north-westerly direction under the
large car park, and towards the south door of the barn.

Feeling that the find should be investigated in case the
pieces were of Roman origin, he passed one piece to our
Society member, Miss Witter, of Meyer Cottage, Danehill,
who then contacted me. (Miss Witter was our District Nurse)

As Cumnor House School, formerly 'Woodgate’, was extended
at the end of the 19th century by Mr.C.J. Corbett, father
of our President, Dame Margery Corbett Ashby, with an old
farmhouse as the nucleus, it was felt I should show the
piece to her and ask if she had any memories of mosaic
pavings at Woodgate; however, she had no such recollections.

T,The hpuse was originally extended with the entrance
facing West towards the main road (A.275), but as this meant
stepping straight into the drawing room, her mother’s ob­
jection prevailed and Mr. Corbett had a new entrance made
on the North side of the house, where it is still used.
The drawing room was then made into a library and study.

As neither Dame Margery nor I had any experience of
mosaic paving, Roman or otherwise, we decided that it should
be shown to our very knowledgable member, Mr Fred Tebbutt,
F.S.A., and he and Mrs Tebbutt (with the permission of
Mr Wynne, joint Headmaster of the School), kindly inspected
the pieces, and place of the find.

Their opinion was that the pieces were not Roman. The
concrete base or backing, and the filling between the
tissera is too hard and modern for Roman work where usually
the infilling is soft and can be picked out with a spike,
when the tissera can be lifted or will fall out, and in all
probability these pieces had been part of hardcore or 
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rubble put into the ground when the new entrance was
built and a drive had been made to the new door. How
mosaic pavement of any date came to be amongst hardcore
used at a country house is a mystery. If it had been
found in a town house, it might have been understandable.
I can remember small parties of two or three Italian
workmen sitting in entrance halls of City offices laying
or repairing tesselated paving and probably using the
same methods as their Roman ancestors.

One possibility is that the pieces may have come from
Brighton, parts of which round the Pavilion were being
rebuilt at the end of the 19th century and where paving of
similar colours, design and setting can still be seen.

If these pieces had indeed been part of a Roman
tesselated paving in situ at Cumnor House, it would have
been an important find indicating a Roman villa or munic­
ipal building in a most unusual place in Sussex. It would
probably have merited investigation by a team of archae­
ologists.

Miss Witter now has the piece of paving, and I under­
stand Mr Milner Gulland senior has the second piece.

Not to be outdone by her husband, Mrs Bartlett also
made an interesting find in the Spring of 1979 while
working in her vegetable garden at the back of 2,Woodgate
Cottages, Danehill.

She turned up a greyish-brown worked flint of the
shape usually associated with spear heads and sometimes
with pre-historic cutting tools. It measured 2.8 inches
long and 1.2 inches at its greatest width.

As her husband did with the pieces of mosaic, she
passed the flint to Miss Witter and, again, we consulted
Mr Fred Tebbutt.

His immediate reaction was that it was not made by a
pre-historic man of our islands, and more likely came
from the North American Continent, the colour and texture
of the flint and the type of working being unlike those
usually found here. Mr Tebbutt shewed it to Mr Eric
Holden F.C.A., a leading Sussex archaeologist, who was
also of the opinion that it was not 'British'.
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Later Mr Andrew Woodcock, until recently Curator of
Chichester Museum and now Archaeological Adviser to the
East Sussex County Council, was asked by Mr Tebbutt for
his opinion, and wrote that it reminded him of a North
American "point", such as the "MILNESAND point" in an
illustrated leaflet he enclosed with his letter. He said
that the rather odd greyish coloured flint would be appro­
priate for such an implement, in which case it would date
around 65OO B.C. and be found over a very wide area from
Texas to Canada. However, it could be native, in which
case it would be something very special.

If Mr Woodcock is correct with his place of origin and
dating, it would be over 8,000 years old and have been made,
and possibly used, when mammoth roamed North America.

Next, our Society member, Mr Henry Brown,, took it to the
Department of Prehistoric and Romano-British Antiquities
at the British Museum, who wrote in October 1979 that it
"may be a rough out arrow head, but it is hazardous to give
a definite opinion. It is of good quality work." They
thought it could fit into the Neolithic period CJOOO -
1800 B.C. or, say, 3500-5000 years old. They made no
mention of the country of origin.

Now we were in a quandary with three experts opting for
the possibility of North American, and the British Museum
finding it hazardous to give a definite opinion.

Knowing that Dame Margery had some connection with the
place of the find, I took the opportunity when talking to
her about the mosaics to tell her the story of the flint in
case she could cast some light on the mystery. She told me
that her mother had had a great friend, Miss Meyer, who was
very interested in the nursing profession and, later, led
the movement to have district nurses in villages remote from
hospitals and doctors. Miss Meyer died in the early 1950s
and in 1935 Mrs Corbett built a pair of cottages, one of
which she named ’Memorial Cottage’ in memory of her friend
and in which the district nurse was installed. The other -
No2 Woodgate Cottage - was used by guests of the family and
the younger Corbetts when on holiday from London. About
1965 ’Memorial Cottage' was,at Miss Witter's request, re­
named 'Meyer Cottage'.
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Some time in the late 1800s an uncle of Dame Margery

was a mining engineer in North America and by protecting
the Indians' interest on their Reservations, had become
greatly respected by them, and been given gifts of prize
weapons and implements amongst which were a pair of bowls
cut from solid stone. He was also interested in the
history of the Indian tribes and was allowed to move
freely on their reservations. When her uncle came back
to England he stayed for a while at ’Woodgate' and then
moved to one of the cottages, presumably taking his Indian
collections with him. As can be imagined, the younger
Corbetts had great admiration for their uncle and spent
much time with him. Dame Margery feels that they may have
been experimenting outdoors with one of their uncle's
flints and it was lost. To be found again in 1979 by
Mrs Bartlett.

This seems to give a good circumstantial reason for an
8,000 year old Indian flint being found in Sussex,England.
However, you may not wish to agree with the three individ­
ual experts and opt for. the British Museum's "hazardous"
opinion. Your guess is as good as mine, but there is
little doubt in my mind.

Miss Witter has now been given the flint by Mrs Bartlett.
Thanks should go to Mr and Mrs Bartlett for being so
keen sighted and for bringing their finds to a member of-
our Society for investigation.

Leslie Buckland
Chelwood Gate. 1980

Sheffield/Radford Deeds -'Miscellaneous* . Extracted by
Hylda Rawlings from the original in the possession of
Mr and Mrs Radford of Sheffield Park.
CATCHES & ROSIERS
10th of March.19 James year 1621.
Late Amherst. Lease of Catches for 20 years to Robert
Burdon. Rent £65 annual.
Observe that on the 10th day of July 1628 the said Robert
Burden Atturned Tennant to Sir Christopher Nevill for the
lands and premises within mentioned.
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Versus side.
The Indenture made the 10th of March 19 James.
Between Richard Amherst of Lewes Esq (1)

&
Robert Burden of Henfield, yeoman of the otherpart.

Richard Amherst hath farm-letten to Robert Burden
All that Messuage or tenement called Catches with the gardens,
barns, stables, lands, tenements & buildings belonging & all
that Barn called Rosiers & all the land called Catches &
Rosiers - a parcel of the Manor of Sheffield, now in the
tenure of Richard Bawcombe, & John Marde or their assigns,
containing 300 acres.
Except and always reserved out of this lease to Richard,
Earle of Dorset, his heirs and assigns all the woods, under­
woods and trees growing on the estate and all mines and stone
quarries, and also to dig coal & carry away stone & mine the
said quarries, & all rights of egress & ingress at all
convenient times in the year, as well as fell & cut down the
said woods & take out coal & stones & cover for making the
coal-pits there & also all royalties for hawking & hunting,
fishing & fowling & the fish & fowl to be taken away, & all
free liberty & authority to incoppice & inclose thereon as
often as the same shall be felled & the same keep
for the space of five years after the. felling.
Robert Burdon or his assigns shall put no cattle, horses or
sheep into any of the coppices whereby the same or any of
them shall be bitten or receive any hurt.
The Messuage, buildings & land is leased to Robert Burden
for 21 years for a yearly rent of three-score & five pounds
to be paid in even portions at Michaelmas & Lady Day at the
house of Richard Amherst in Lewes.
Robert Burden shall keep the premises in good repair during
his tenancy, he or his under-tenants may during the tenancy
take from other lands of Richard, Earl of Dorset, within two
miles of Catches & Rosiers, sufficient rough timber for
needful repairs & also meet competent & sufficient plough
boote, wain boote, carte boote, poste boote & gate boote.
Also six cordes of wood for fire boote to be cut & carried
away at the charge of Robert Burdon & also sufficient hedge
boote & stake boote in the bushes there growing & frith in
the hedges, doing no harm in the taking thereof.




