
Luther Michael Venn 
20 November 1876 - 10 March 1961 
 
Minnie Frances Venn (nee Marten) 
1879 - 15 April 1945 
 
Luther Michael Venn was born 20th November 1876 in Fletching, East Sussex. He was baptised in Danehill 
26th December 1876. His parents were William and Eliza Venn. 
 
His father William Michael Venn was a stockman and on the 1881 census his family were recorded living 
in a cottage in Fletching. William’s father Michael Venn came from Slaugham, and his mother Martha 
(maiden name unknown) was born in East Grinstead. Further back his grandparents William Venn and 
Hannah Parsons came from Slinfold and Horsham. William died in 1881. 
 
Luther’s parents, William and Eliza Baker married in 1864 in the Uckfield District. They had nine children. 
William, Ellen, Spencer, Walter, Arthur, Anne, Luther, Ellis and Minnie all born in Fletching. The 1871 
census records William and Eliza living at Chelwood Farm, Fletching. William’s occupation was an 
agricultural labourer. He died in 1881. 
 
In 1901 Luther’s mother, Eliza was living at Leggs Farm, Danehill, with her new husband, Thomas William 
Wood, who was a farmer owning his own farm and employing workers. She had three more children with 
Thomas, Harry (1883), Frederick (1888) and May (1890). In 1911 Eliza was listed as living with Thomas and 
two of her younger children at Fair Place Farm, Nutley and she died in 1918. 
 
Luther Michael Venn married Minnie Frances Marten in July 1901 in the Uckfield District and had four 
daughters, Alice Maud, Winnifred Minnie, Florence May, and Ivy Ellen. 
 
The 1911 census records him living with his family at Black House Farm, Isle of 
Thorns, Chelwood Gate, his occupation listed as a farm labourer. In the 1939 
register they were still at Black House Farm. Luther Venn died at Black House 
Farm on  10th March 1961 leaving £1992. 15s  5d in his Will. He was buried at 
Danehill cemetery on 15th March 1961. 
 
Minnie Frances Marten was the daughter of John Marten who was an 
agricultural labourer born in West Hoathly and Louisa Jane Turner born in 
Lindfield. They had married in 1875 in the Uckfield District. Minnie was born in 
Fletching, in 1879 and died in 1945. Some records list her as Frances Minnie.  
 
The 1891 census records Minnie as a general servant to Thomas Goddard 
Williams, a private school teacher and barrister, living at The Nuek, Danehill.  
 
 
 

Luther and Minnie’s grave at 

Danehill Cemetery 



Private John Venn 
1892 - 11 February 1915 
 
John Venn was born in Chelwood Gate in 1892. John was the son of Arthur Martin Venn and Ellen Frances 
F Wood. Arthur and Ellen were married at St. Saviour’s Uckfield in 1897. They lived at Godenwhich 
Cottage, Stone Cross, Lindfield. Arthur’s occupation was a Carter and Horseman on the farm. 
 
Private John Venn enlisted in The Royal Sussex Regiment 13th Battalion. Service number 4185. It is 
unclear whether John went to France as the only record that can be found of the 13th Battallion Royal 
Sussex Regiment shows they moved to Witley, Surrey on 1st November 1915, by which time John had 
died. 
 
The 1911 census records the family living at Black Dog, Tyes, East Grinstead, 
naming his father as Arthur. John, listed as Jack, was 19 years old. 
 
John died of illness 11th February 1915 at Bexhill. Age 23. Buried Danehill 
Cemetery. Grave: 210. Danehill Parish Council added his name to the war 
memorial in 2001. He was buried at Danehill cemetery on 15th February 
1915. 
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Ivy Ellen Venn  
24 July 1910 - 11 September 1954 
 
Ivy Ellen Venn was born on 21st July 1910 in Danehill and baptised on 9th October of that year. 
 
Her parents were Luther Venn and Minnie Frances Marten. 
 
In 1911 she is listed on the census living with her parents and siblings at Black House, Chelwood Gate. 
 
Ivy did not marry and spent her working life as a general domestic servant. From 1933-1948 she is listed 
on the Electoral Register as living at Shocksbank, Chelwood Gate, but by 1953 she had moved in with her 
brother Luther and sister Alice at Black House, also in Chelwood Gate. 
 
Ivy died at Black House on 11th September 1954 aged 44 years. She was buried on 15th September 1954. 
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If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  

mailto:dphs@outlook.com

