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A Visit to the pakers.

by Hylda kawlings.

sadly we record the death of mr William Cottenham, who for over twenty-five
years baked our bread & hot-cross buns & iced our festive cakes. His little
shop, with its delicious smell of fresh baked bread, was always a very
pleasant place to visit. '

nrs Keardon, the proprietress since vctober 1979, has found it too difficult
to continue the Danehill Bakery, so after Christmas 1980 it closed, after
nearly a century of service..

"How did the Bakery start & what is its early history? My deeds start at
1921, & beyond the fact that our cottage was built on land formerly
belonging to the White House, there is very little else [ know about it.

. Do. you know any more?" These were the questions Mrs Reardon asked me when

I called to buy some bread.
The only information I had was given to me by the late Mr William Huggett

of Portmansford Farm, Furners Green. Briefly;-the Bakery had been built for
his maternal grand-mother, Annie Jenner, by her father, William Terry, who
had also built the adjoining cottages known as 'Terry's Row' (Ref D.P.B.S.
magazine Vol 1, no 5, p 12/3) . ‘

We do not know exactly which cottages he built. The 1875 Ordnance Survey Map
only shows the two at the south end, but, from the style of the architecture
the other cottages were built within the next decade. ‘ e
When I next visited Mrs Dora Huggett & told her of the query she was
interested & did all she could to help me. She was sure that her husband
had made a mistake.'Annie Jenner was his Mother, the bakehouse was never
built for her- she was much too young. William ‘Terry was brother or half-
brother to my grandfather, or it might be back another generation.

His daughter Annie Terry married a butler (she also was in éervice) & they
went to work at a 'big house' in Ireland. The marriage was unhappy &

Annie came back to her father at Haven Farm. She had one little boy called
William, who was about three when she returned. How the poof girl ever
managed the journey back from: Ireland I cant imagine; But manage it she did.
Mrs Briggs of Furners tireen, dead these thirty years, talked a lot of
Iittle William & how she had nursed & played with him. William‘Terry built
the row of cottages in Danehill village. He built the bakehouse for Annie
as a source of income & occupation for her. I think she had been a cook/

housekeeper & knew all abolt baking"
Mrs Huggett could not remember the name of Annie's husband or when or where

she was married. "If I remember any more L will write it down for you at

once, before I forget again" ghe promised.

Five days later,Mrs Huggett. died
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€l years & to me she personified serenity,
kindliness & unselfishness, these special qualities she steadfastly
maintained through bereavement & increasingly frail health.

I next sought the assistance of Dame Margery Corbett-Ashby, who
had lived at Woodgate,Danehill, at the relevant time. At first she said
"I cannot remember anyone at the Bakers before Mr Cox" Then later"I have

I had known her for sevente

been thinking of your query & T have an image in: my mind-hardly a
recollection- of going to the Bakers with my nurse. My brother & I
walked & Nanny pushed a ‘big high pram with my little sister in it.

She was VéPY‘Wee. (Her sister was born in 1885) When we came to the
village where the path divides & goes down (to the White House) my .
brother & I left Nanny & ran down the slope & up the other side, while
Nanny pushed the pram along the level path. '‘hen we rejoined Nanny &

1 went round the corner to the Hakers. I'm.sure there was a woman there

& that she had nothing to do with Mr Cox. She made no impression on me
at all. It must have been before he came, because if I had been expecting
| to see him I would have taken much more notice, for he was a very nice
man & had such a beautiful horse. I admired that horse excessively & was
alWays:excited when I went to the Bakery, because I hoped to see the

horse

Other information that I obtained I will list in chronological
order & state my sources.
1871. John Martin, Farmer at Haven Farm. (Fletching Census, ®SRO)
1872.  Death of Henry white of the Red Lion, which was later to be
re-named "The White nouse' the property is to be sold.
- (Sheffield Manof Géurt Book, &SRO)
| 1873. William Terry comes to Haven Farm . (Miss Wolledge's statement)
1874, William ‘rerry, farmer at Haven Farm (Kelly*'s Directory, Brighton
' reference Library)

1875. William YTerry tenant of the Hrawven farm under notice to quit at
Michaelmas, as were most of the tenants, as the estate was to be
sold (Mrs Beryl Hardy, her sale catologue of the Danehurst nstate)

1878.  #illiam Terry, farmer, Haven rarm. (Kellys Brighton kef)

1881. Ho mention of Haven rarm.aNN WILSON, shop-keeper-Danehill.

. (Kellys, prighton kef)
1882, Lydia Coombs, daughter of Charles % Sarah, address Home (Haven)Farm
. (entered on the register 0f Danehill School) William ‘werry had left,
1835/6  Dame Margery uorbett- ashby as a child goes to the nsakery.
1887. Ann Wwilson, shop-keeper.
Charles toombs, farm bailiff to H.C.Hardy ksq, Haven rarm,

C \\'e\lgs‘ F.oR o)
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Baker's receipt for bread for two weeks dated February 1888,
~supplied to rs Corbett, Woodgate. signed by Gardner & Kenward,
the roundsmen. No heading to the paper. (Dame Margery)
Mrs Ann Wilson, Baker & Shop~keeper, Danehill (Post Office Dlrectony
\ Horsham Fuseum )
1891, Sept 2nd, Ann Wilson, aged 53 years. (Danehill Church Burial Register)
1394. = Alonzo Cox, Baker. (Kellys, ESRO.)
1921. Edward Hoadley the owner sells the property to Trayton Funnell.
3 TR - (Mrs Reardon's Deeds)

1936. Alonzo Cox, Baker.. (Kellys, ESRO)

Surely, I thought, Ann Wilson must be William Terry's daughter
but how do I prove this?. , £ ot :

I checked local newspapers at ESRO & Brlghton Ref. for an
account of her funeral or an 'in memorium' notice, but to no avail.
' ‘Miss Eleanor Wolledge, a - niece of the late Mr William

Huggett & a member of our Society offered her help. She has done a
considerable amount of research into her family history. Miss Wolledge
wrote me a family tree & a copy of Census Returns & Church Register entries
relatlng to the Terry & Huggett family. Part of which I now append.
~William Terry married Martha ? -
.~'b 'c1l8l6,wW Hothly b 1810  both buried at Queen's

d . 1896 | d 1888 Rd Cemetry, E Grinstead'

known children, SARAH, b1844/5, Elizabeth, George & William:

- — -————-—-—---—-—————.—.—-——————-—n—n-n———

| Sarah Terry married Spencer Huggett at W Hothly 1863.

b 1844/5 H b 1840
X - S - 3
Elizabeth, WILLIAM Martha Spencer Sally Annie.

b 1866, . - (b]876 at Haven Farm)

william Huggett married Annie Jenner at Slinfold 1394.
. . 8y -

7 i \ }
Edith Willian | Ethel
b 1892
married DORA HAMPSHIRE.

---——-—-.-————-—o———-——uh-————-——-—u——---——-—-—-—'—

Dora Huggett nee Hampshire. Her mother was called Charlotte & was born 1847
the daughter of Moses Wilson of Billinghuret & his wife Rhoda nee Wadey.
Charlotte had four brothers, James,‘George, Charles & Henry.

Miss Wolledge thinks Mrs Huggett mistaken in claiming william

1de of the family.I cshall visit the Record Office at
Qk the oarlier registers for W Hothly

Terry as her s

Chichester as soon aB possiblet ch
for any further particulars of the Terry family.
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Mr Maurice Huggett

»- & 8son of William & Dora Huggett, hel
. . ped his
cousin, Miss Eleanor Wolledge,

;hey found three books next to
was a chilq:

to search for clues at Portmansford rarm,

each other in gz book-case. The first one 5
5 story book, with a book in v j

. plate in which was written
'Awarded to William Huggett.. Lanehill school 1877

The second book was entitled 'p
on the fly-

aew History of England' (published 1812)

leaf in' beautirful copperplate was written *Miss Ann
the surname obscured by a damp mark.

careless hand

------

Underneath written in a much more
'Joseph Kirley is my name & Ireland is my nation, London
is mX“Qxflling place ..... - the rest of the page is torn away.

Book ne- three entitled 'A new version: of the Psalms of David' written

on the fly-leaf '"William Terry his Book given to him by his Godmother
1790 T

The family Album contained (among many other old photographs) a beautiful
one of Martha Terry, wife of William, & an.equally fine likeness of
their daughter sarah Huggett. _

William Terry came to live at Haven Farm in 1873. On the various Censuses
& Registers his occupation is in turn” - given as an agricultural
labourer, a huckster, a beer-house keeper at Vinall's Cross, ii Hothly,

a farmer & a wood-dealer. He seems just the sort of man who would seize
the opportunity when the Red Lion was offered for sale to purchase some
land & build the Cottages. ? ' .

His daughter Sarah & her husband Spencer Huggett lived with him .all the
time he was at Haven Farm & moved with him to East Grinstead., Their
little boy, william, would have been five years old when they came to
Haven Farm. Was he the little boy Mrs Briggs nursed - or was there

| another little William there - his little cousin - Annie's son?

William Terry born < 1816, h1?5w1fe Martha six years older.
It is just possible for Ann Wilson, born c L%&S to have been their
eldest child & away from home the day the Census was taken in 1841 &
out in service by 185l. Could she be a niece of William Terry or a
young sister? Was she any relation to him at all?

This folk-tale that has been passed down the Huggett
family of their kinswoman, who with her baby son, made the long
journey back from Ireland to her Father'&bﬂa}her in Sussex. ‘‘he
Bakery at Danehill that was reputed to be for her. The story may have
been changed & distorted over the yéars,_but surely, must have some

foundationg
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The woman who sleeps in Danehill Churchyard ( no husbandks grave
tyere) ‘an. imposing | ¢rene Cross marks her grave. ‘The inscription reads
“In loving memory of Ann Wilson who departed this life the 23rd of

August 1891' 'Looking unto Jesus ...... Hebrew....* ( Challer VL verre 3;)
Who erected that memorial to hert Who was Ann Wilsonz

I wonder if we
shall ever find an answer..

—-——————-————-—-————_—.—-—-—-

10 Dame Margery, mMr M Huggett, Miss Wolledge, Mrs Holt, the kev D Markham,

& Mr Clarke,& the staff at Danehill School, my thanks for their kind
help with this research.

1\ - ¥ QO‘“JQ*‘)“

B i- 1981



