
Eric  Romilly Swanston 
25 June 1892 - 24 December 1927 
 
Eric Romilly was born on 25th June 1892 in Kensington, London, and baptised on 24th July at St. 
Andrew’s in Fulham. 
 
His father was Edward Sherland Swanston (1867-1940) and his mother Mabel Sarah Welch (1869-1945). 
 
Eric’s father is described as a Gentleman and he had independent means. In 1901 Eric was living with his 
parents and siblings, Douglas and Doris. Two more siblings, Marjorie and Sybil were born after that in 
1902 and 1905 respectively. The family lived at 47, Fassett Road, Kingston-upon-Thames. 
 
The 1911 census records Eric at  22, Ormond Road, Mortlake he is listed as at school, he later became a 
school master. During WW1 Eric served in the Royal Engineers his service number was 54324. 
 
On 16th December 1920 Eric married Isabel Ethel Ward at St. Mary’s in the City of London. 
 
Sometime between 1920 and 1927 Eric and his new wife Isabel left England bound for Nigeria, as he 
appears on a passenger list arriving home from Lagos, Nigeria on 3rd November 1927. Isabel came back 
from Africa four months earlier arriving on 15th July at Plymouth. Both had travelled aboard the ship 
Apara which was of The British and African Steam Navigation Company. 
 
Eric sadly died just over one month after arriving home, on 24th December 1927, aged 35. We do not 
know the cause of death but can only speculate that it may have been from a disease caught in Nigeria, 
but this is not confirmed. At the time of his death he was living at Orchardfields, Chelwood Gate. He left 
£182. 7s. 10d in his Will. He was buried at Danehill cemetery on 31st December 1927. 

 
 
 
                                       

Above: Eric’s baptismal record. Right: 

Eric’s burial record 



 

Eric Swanston’s WW1 records 



 

Top: Eric and Isabel’s marriage certificate. Middle: Frederick and Minnie’s wedding certificate. 

Bottom: Passenger list showing Eric travelling to Nigeria. It also shows Eric was recorded as 

travelling as a Civil Servant 



Isabel Ethel Swanston (nee Ward) 
23 April 1894 - 25 December 1992 
 
Isabel Ethel Ward was born on 23rd April 1894 in Kilburn, London and baptised on 8th July at Holy Trinity, 
Kilburn. 
 
Her father was Frederick Henry Ward a Company Director of a boot making company, born in 1867. Her 
mother was Minnie Cave Noble also born in 1867. Minnie was the sister of Ethel Cave Noble, who in 1891 
was a domestic servant to Frederick Ward. Perhaps Minnie visited her sister and fell in love with 
Frederick, we shall never know! (see biography for Ethel Cave Noble). 
 
Isabel lived at home with her parents and brother Dudley in 1901 and in1911 the family were living at 12, 
Melrose Road, Southfields, Wandsworth. The house was a considerable size with 9 rooms.  
 
Isabel married Eric Romilly Swanston in 1920, and accompanied him to Nigeria. After Eric died in 1927 
Isabel lived with her parents in 1934 in Royal Crescent, near Holland Park in London and in 1939 in a 
house called Gillowheath in Exmouth. She did not marry again after Eric’s death and had no children. 
 
She died on Christmas Day 1992 aged 98 at The Garden Rest Home in Portsea, Hampshire. She was 
buried with Eric in Danehill. 

Eric and Isabel are buried at 

Danehill cemetery 
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If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  
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