From Danehill Parish Historical Society Magazine Volume 2 No.5 Aug. 1983.
SOME DANEHILL CONNECTIONS, WITH WILLIAM PENN'S QUAKER SETTLEMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA.
by Hylda Rawlings
In the late summer of the year 1681, Richard and Mary Linvill with their sons John and Thomas left Danehill for ever, to join William Penn and his band of pioneers, on a journey to America. They hoped to start a new life in a new land.
First came  a sad farewell to Richard’s mother and his sister, Cassandra, who were not going with them.. Good-bye, also, to other kinsfolk, neighbours and friends.
The Linvills were Baptists by religion. Why then leave their kinsfolk, their home and country in order to undergo a long and hazardous journey leading to an uncertain future?
We think that they were deeply unhappy here, because of intolerance and persecution by the authorities of people who did not conform to the doctrines of the Established Church of England, so they decided to join the Quaker pioneers. They were, most probably, offered a passage with William Penn to America, through the good offices of their friend and kinsman, Humphrey Killingbeck, a very influential Sussex Quaker.
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What was the link between the Linvills and the, much more important, Killingbecks?
To find how it all came about, one needs to look into earlier records.
The Linvills, from 1656 to 1681, lived at North Northlands, a yeoman farmhouse, built on the top of Danehill in c.1550. In the vicinity of the hill there was formerly a large tract of land, known since medieval times as "the Northlands". Now, by the mid‑sixteenth century, this was split in order to grow more food and to build houses for the large number of people who had come to Danehill to work at the furnaces and forges in the iron-industry.
    NORTH NORTHLANDS FARM
In 1565, a gentleman named Walter Amore, cleared from the manorial waste-land on Danehill, two parcels of land, which he called Broadcroft and Brookland, and he let this land to tenant-farmers.
In the year 1596, the Rev. Francis Killingbeck, Rector of Twineham, Sussex, bought both parcels of land as an investment. His wife, Agnes died at Twineham on April 3 1621, and the Rector on January 4th 1631/2.
Their son, John Killingbeck, inherited both parcels of land on Danehill. By 1638 a house was built on the six acres of land called Broadcroft. This combined as a farm and an ale-house. Later the house was called "The Black Dog".
John Killingbeck had a son named Thomas, who married Alice Awcock, widow, at Twineham Church on October 2nd 1620. Alice was the widow of Thomas Awcock of Chelworth Farm and had a six‑months old son. After the marriage Thomas Killingbeck lived at Chelworth Farm and managed his step-son’s properties. John Killingbeck died in 1658, and Thomas then inherited the farm/ale-house and the land on Danehill.
His neighbour at North Northlands Farm was having great difficulties. Thomas and Elizabeth Linvill had been granted the tenancy there in 1656. Copy-hold of the Manor of Sheffield. Thomas Linvill died and was buried at Horsted Keynes on January 11th 1657/8. Widow Elizabeth Linvill asked the Steward of Sheffield Manor for permission to let her copy‑hold lands for two seasons - this was granted.
Thomas and Elizabeth Linvill(e) had a son , Richard, who married Mary Hart, they had two sons, John and Thomas. Their daughter, Cassandra, married William Weller, ale seller of Fletching, (No record of any children in manor records.) Richard Linvill(e) died, either on the voyage, or very shortly after landing in Pennsylvania. Mary Linvill(e), his widow, married Thomas Baldwin.
Ref: Sheffield Court Book 1666-1777 Ref: ESRO AMS 6552/2 Court Baron 19th June 27 Charles II (1675)
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Richard Linvill makes a conditional surrender of North Northlands to Elizabeth Daine, widow and mother of Richard Linvill. [She has advanced him money on the property, which he later repays her by re-mortgaging the property] Elizabeth Linvill(e), widow of Thomas, who died in 1657/8, has re-married  ??? Daine and has again been widowed. [So far we have not found in which parish they married]Elizabeth Linvill/Daine was the daughter of Richard Wickersham, a former reeve of Sheffield Manor. Her father farmed part of the land at Woodgate before his death in 1658. He had a large family - two sons and six daughters. Elizabeth, born in the year 1627 was his third child. Her sister Cassandra, two years younger than Elizabeth married firstly, John Yeoman, (who farmed the other half of Woodgate). John Yeoman died and in the year 1672 Cassandra married Humphrey Killingbeck, the son of Edward Killingbeck, a churchwarden at Twineham and the brother of Francis Killingbeck, the Rector of Twineham.
Why did the Killingbecks who were influential members of the Church of England, become involved with non-conformists? Was it because they did not agree with the persecution of people who did not whole‑heartedly accept the tenets and doctrines of the established church?
Baptists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians and Independents were tolerated by Oliver Cromwell, the "Lord Protector" of England and his son Richard Cromwell. In 1660 there were scenes of great rejoicing from the majority of the people, who had come to dislike the frugal sober, kill-joy regime of the Puritans, and expected that under Charles II, they would live in 'Merrie England" once again. It was not a happy event for the non-conformists.
Charles II immediately ordered that bishops were to be re-instated. Two years later came the "Act of Uniformity", which even many Church of England clergy regarded as a bigoted and oppressive measure. Two thousand parsons resigned their livings in protest against the Act and were joined by twenty-six Baptist ministers. In consequence the non-conformist were violently persecuted and their religious meetings forcibly closed down by soldiers.
The Society of Friends or Quakers faced even worse. Theirs was a very new religious movement. It started in the north of England in the year 1646. The founder was named George Fox, who was then aged only twenty‑two. He claimed to have had a spiritual revelation.' and he began to travel in the northern counties, preaching and encouraging people to adopt his way of life. He was often arrested and spent long periods of time in prison.
Oliver Cromwell and his magistrates regarded the Quakers as a rude and uncouth body of men, and they were in constant trouble with the authorities for "contempt of court". They refused to swear an oath or to doff their hats to anyone, however distinguished; only removing them when they prayed. They dropped the use of the words "thee" and "thou" as indications of rank and used "thou" for one person, "you" for two or more. They refused to bear arms, pay for arms or fight for their country.
Churches, they contemptuously named "steeple‑houses", The more zealous Quakers would interrupt, a church service in progress, by standing up and protesting against the sermon or prayers being used. The Quakers had no rituals, ceremonies or set form of service. They met together and sat in silence until one of their number (man or woman) felt "moved to speak".
A Quaker marriage always took place on a week day. The bride and groom would stand together in front of the congregation. If they felt '.moved to speak" they exchanged vows, sometimes they stood silently, hand in hand. Everyone present at the meeting would sign the marriage certificate.
Gradually, as their numbers grew, Quakers became more tolerant to other people's form of worship and they stopped their heckling at church services. They gained the reputation of being just and honest people whose word was their bond. They would go, unarmed, into the thick of a battle to bring out the wounded of both sides. Quakers became respected for their kindness and integrity. Yet still their demeanour and manner of speech upset the judiciary and other people of consequence and they were constantly harassed and imprisoned.
Life was tough for the Quakers under Cromwell, under Charles II all dissenting sects were in trouble,
The Quaker movement reached Sussex in May 1655, when two men from the north, John Slee and Thomas Laycock tried to preach in the market-square at Horsham. They were shouted down and chased away. After this episode an occasional meeting was held, either in the open air, or at the house of a sympathiser. In Sussex some of the earliest and most regular meetings took place at Humphrey Killingbeck's house at Twineham.
Humphrey Killingbeck became the friend of a Sussex gentleman, William Penn, the son of Admiral William Penn. In the year 1681, William Penn Junior (who joined the Quakers in the year 1667) obtained a grant of land in America, in settlement of a debt owed by Charles II to his father Admiral William Penn. William Penn, the younger, founded the colony, which was later named Pennsylvania, it became a refuge for persecuted Quakers.
Humphrey Killingbeck bought a plot of land there, but did not go with William Penn on his voyage to America.
Humphrey Killingbeck, by his marriage to Cassandra, Elizabeth Linvill's sister, became the uncle of Richard Linvill. it seems, very possible, that it was because of Humphrey's friendship with William Penn that the Linvill family were, though Baptists, invited to go on the voyage with the Quaker pioneers.
It was to be hoped, that the story would have a happy ending, and that Richard Linvill, his wife Mary and their two sons would find peace and fulfilment in their adopted country. There was to be no happy ending for Richard Linvill, he never reached the "Promised Land`, he died during the long arduous voyage to America.
His wife, Mary, and her sons John and Thomas survived and settled in Pennsylvania. Mary Linvill married again and in the year 1699, Thomas Baldwin and his wife Mary and their step-sons John and Thomas Linvill were living in the County of Chester, in the province of Pennsylvania, America.
This story does have a happy ending but, it came nearly three hundred years later! Dr. Alice Eichoiz, an American descendant of the Linvills began to research her family history. In a book of "Philadelphia Deeds" in American she found a copy of a quit-claim. It was dated the 12th of December 1699. This claim (extracted) reads:-- for the sum of £40 paid to them by Humphrey Killingbeck of Bolney, yeoman and Nicholas Cox of the parish of Fletching yeoman Thomas Baldwin and Mary his wife, late the wife of Richard Linvill, and John and Thomas Linvill relinquish any claim they or their heirs may have .... .. and leave Humphrey Killingbeck and Nicholas Cox in possession of Northern Northlands and fourteen acres of customary land in Deanehill [sic] in the parish of Fletching, County of Sussex, England". 1n witness whereof we have Sett our hands and Seals this twelfth [sic] day of the tenth month commonly called December being the Eleventh year of the Reign of William the third - One thousand six hundred and ninety nine".
Thomas Baldwin, John and Thomas Linvill made their mark, Mary Baldwin signed her name. The deed was witnessed by Jono: Heayes, Walter Marten and John Childe.
Humphrey Killingbeck, and Nicholas Cox, the farmer/publican of The Black Dog, were acting on the behalf of William Weller and his wife Cassandra, the Linvill daughter who did not go to America. North Northlands was copyhold of the Manor of Sheffield, therefore, Cassandra, according to manorial law, could not claim the tenancy until her brother’s sons first relinquished their prior claim to the property. 
The deed of quit claim had to be first drawn up in England. Then a ship bound for Pennsylvania  with a reliable ships captain had to be found to convey the quit claim and the £40 to her family, now living in Pennsylvania. The money had to be paid to them and the quit claim signed before witnesses. Then the deed was brought back to England and finally presented at a Court of the Manor of Sheffield. It was finally recorded in England "the 18th 6th mo 1702". Cassandra was then able to claim the tenancy of North Northlands Farm.
Dr. Alice Eicholz contacted an acquaintance in Lewes, Sussex, and asked her to make further enquiries. By reason of our research into the history of Church Lane, we were able to supply further information and tell her where to find North Northlands. In return, we were given a copy of the quit claim from the Philadelphia deeds (no trace of the original document has been found in this country) and were told the story of the Linvill’s association with Pennsylvania and the Quaker pioneers.
In 1988 an American, descendant of the Linvills, made a special journey to visit Danehill. The owners of North Northlands and Black Dog Cottage, welcomed him and showed him over their houses. He took a lot of photographs of the houses and of Danehill village. The Linvill clan in America were delighted with the successful outcome of the research into their English ancestry.
Truth often is stranger than fiction.
Sources of Information
Linvills/Linvells/Lindfields/Infields (are various spellings in old documents).
DPHS Magazines Church Lane and North Northland Vol. 2 No. 3 pp.2‑61. Black Dog Cottage Vol 2 No. 5 pp.23‑31,
    . & Vol. 5 No.1 p.6.
ESRO Fletching Parish Registers.                                                                              ESRO Twineham Parish Registers.
ESRO Clergy in Lewes Probate Records 1560‑1652 p.205.
ESRO Historical Sketches of the Gospel Standard Baptists by S.F. Paul p. 12.
ESRO ACC 2975 University of London unpublished thesis The Spread of Quaker Teaching in Sussex 1655‑60" by John Stone.
ESRO "Quakers in Sussex-‑The Informal History" by David Hitchen
Dr Alice Eicholz "Philadelphia Deeds Book C p. 1856 [USA]                                Mrs. Louise Mestel of Lewes.
ESRO Court Books of the Manor of Sheffield.
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“AND THE CONSEQUENCES WERE”
By Hylda Rawlings
Before the arrival of the wireless, and later still television, Victorian and Edwardian families would sometimes while away the evening with songs around the piano, cards, or guessing and imaginative games such as Charades. A popular (and educative) family game was called "Consequences". The first person would start to write a short story. After one or two paragraphs, usually ending with a dramatic situation, they would fold over that part of the page and then write one or two connecting words on to the next line. The second player, though unable to see the first part, would write some more sentences, then fold the paper again and add some connecting words. When all but one of the participants had completed their paragraphs, the last one, still without being able to see what any of the others had written, would compose an ending starting with the words “And the consequence was". The paper was then unfolded and the whole story read aloud, usually to the great amusement of the family. The tale the first one had begun, had progressively become more and more impossible and was now completely different to the one each player had imagined when writing their contributions.
Happenings over the last few months have made me feel that we have participated in a game of Consequences. The difference being that the players came from a far wider circle and we knew what each other had written. The consequences, however, were still as unpredictable as any Victorian game could be.
In DHPS Magazine, Volume 5, No 5, pages 18‑26, November 1995, I described the search that had recently taken place into the history of a family called Linvill(e), who lived at North Northlands Farm in Church Lane, Danehill, between the years 1656 and 1682. Also how (and I thought why) Richard and Mary Linvill and their two sons John and Thomas left North Northlands for ever in 1682, to start a new life in America.
Since writing that article Dr Alice Eichholz, a direct descendant of those original emigrants, came to this country to meet some of the English Lindvills. The family name can also be spelt Linville, Lindfield or Infield. On Saturday, 17th July 1999 some members of the Lindfield/Linvill Family History Society met for lunch at the Rose & Crown in Fletching, afterwards came a talk by Dr Eichholz describing some exploits of the American Linvills; which was followed by a walk round the village and a visit to the Church. Later we came to Danehill to view the exterior of North Northlands Farm, where Dr Eichholz had been invited to lunch there the next day, and then on to our house for tea. My husband and I had been invited to the lunch and we then acted as guides to the party. It was a very happy occasion.
The most exciting thing for me to come out of this research into the history of the Linvills of North Northlands Farm, Danehill, is Dr Eichholz response to my previous article 'The relevant Sheffield Manor Court Book is lost”…. She said “I am sure there is a transcription of it in Duke University Library, North Carolina.”
The ESRO at Lewes hold the earlier Sheffield Manor Court Books as well as the later ones, but there was a gap in their records from 1667‑1803. A lot of information on properties could be found in the books of rentals the ESRO hold, but these would usually only give the names of successive tenants. A searcher would not discover why a person had inherited it, and what (if any) was their relationship to a previous tenant. The Sheffield Court Books 1667‑1803 had been missing for nearly fifty years.
Ever since the DPHS was formed and we had started to search into the history of the properties in our area, we had mourned the loss of this vital information. To find these books seemed like a quest for the Holy Grail to me! The archivists in the ESRO were very keen to locate them. We knew that at least one book was in the library at Sheffield Place [now called Sheffield Park House] in the 1920s. Viscountess Wolseley in her book entitled "The Smaller Manor Houses of Sussex" describes how in her quest for information on the history of Colin Godmans [Perrymans Hill, Danehill] she goes to Sheffield Place and is shown a book. A large one with a red leather cover tooled in gold, with a book‑plate of the 1st Earl of Sheffield on the inside cover. Inside the Records of the Court are copied out in beautiful handwriting. What had happened to this book?
Some weeks later after Dr Eichholz visit to Sussex, came a large envelope addressed to me containing some photocopies of entries in a Court Roll. A letter from Dr Eichholz was enclosed with these. She had been to Duke University and had photocopies made of entries relating to Linvills. Would I please translate them for her? They were written in Latin and the writing was difficult to decipher. She said she understood these were copies made from the original Court Books in cl806 and had been sold to the University by a firm of English auctioneers in the 1950s.
I thought that in these photocopies the handwriting was late seventeenth century. Mr C R Davy, the County Archivist agreed with me that the photocopies had been taken from the original Court Book. He asked Christopher Whittick, next in command to him at the ESRO, to make contact with Duke University. Christopher knew Professor Cynthia Herrup there, some years ago she had spent several months searching records in the ESRO. And the consequence was?
We were in suspense for several months. Christopher Whittick conducted his campaign with tact and diplomacy. The matter was given consideration by the VIPs at Duke University. Then came the glad tidings. Duke University had generously decided to return the Sheffield records to the ESRO. The ESRO Archivist, will in return, send to them a micro‑fiche of all the Sheffield Court Books they hold.
On Monday, July 24th 2,000, Christopher Whittick's colleague, Professor Cynthia Herrup who was on a visit to England, returned the Sheffield Manor Books into the custody of the ESRO. The ceremony took place at Pelham House (County Hall) in the presence the Master of the Rolls, the Lord Lieutenant, the Chairman of the County Council, the Archivist of the ESRO, Mr C R Davy, and his deputy Mr C Whittick and others. My husband and 1 were also invited. This was the first time manorial documents illegally exported to America had ever been returned, the status of the people attending this ceremony indicated the importance of the occasion and their appreciation of the generosity of Duke University.
So now the 'Curia Baronis de Sheffield', with a separate index, 1667-1775. Also the red leather book with the records of Sheffield Manor Court from 1777-1803 are back in the ESRO. One hundred and thirty‑six years of our local history now can be searched and recorded, more information on North Northland’s long history are now revealed.
A Court Baron for the Manor of Sheffield there held the 19th June the 27th year of the reign of Charles II, 1675, for the Lady of the Manor Mary Nevill, widow.
Charles Goodwyn, gentleman steward officiating. 
Homage: [Jurors]
James Banister, Robert Knell, William Skinner, Robert Wood junior, William Banister, George Maynard, George Turner.
Admission Linvill. Rent 4s.
Richard Linvill the only son of Thomas Linvill deceased and his wife Elizabeth, comes in person to the Court and petitions admission to a customary messuage [house] and land appertaining to it, called Le Northir (sic) Northlands containing 10 acres, more or less, in Fletching, late Martins, annual rent 4s. The Steward for the Lady grants him seizen [possession] to have and hold the said premises for Richard and his heirs, by the Copy of the Court Roll and the laws and customs of the Manor. He to render the services to the Lady of the Manor that are due and of right accustomed. He is admitted tenant in the form aforesaid. He pays a fine of 4s [one year's rent] and swears fealty to the Lady of the Manor.
[An entry on page 29 of one of the Sheffield Manor Court Books returned to the ESRO from the Duke University, North Carolina, USA. Freely translated from the original record which is in Latin. ED.]
In 1688 William Weller on behalf of his wife, Cassandra surrenders the property back into the hands of the Lord of Sheffield Manor and also that the tenancy be granted to Humphrey Killinbeck (no doubt Humphrey has repaid the outstanding debts) William and Cassandra Weller then continue to occupy North Northlands as Humphrey’s caretakers and under tenants.
1729 North Northlands and the Black Dog Inn are both held by Edward Bristow and his wife Elizabeth. She was that only child of the late innkeeper Nicholas Cox. 
I ended my article in the DPHS November 1999 issue “Truth is often stranger than fiction.” Certainly the consequence of Dr Eichholz quest for information about the seventeenth century Linvills at North Northlands Farm, Danehill, was stranger, and infinitely more dramatic than any of us who participated in that search could have ever imagined.
Sources of Information.
DPHS Magazines. Vol 2 No 3 pp 26;Vol 2 No 5 pp 23‑31; Vol 5 No 1 p 6, & p 18‑26. 
ESRO Fletching Parish Registers.          ESRO Twyncham Parish Registers. ESRO Shefrield Court Books.               WSRO Horsted Keynes Register.
Dr Alice Eichholz Philadelphia Deeds Book C p 1856, USA. also Linvill Family History.
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