
Walter Hedley Pearson  
13th July 1879 - 4th February 1967 
 
Walter Hedley Pearson was born on 13th July 1879, it is unclear where he was born as on some census 
records he states Danehill, Sussex as his birth place and on others Croydon, Surrey. If Croydon is correct, 
then his parents were Henry Pearson and Lavinia Sarah Colpus. 
 
On the 1881 census Henry born in Wandsworth, is 32 years old and is a Gardener, living at Beacon Farm, 
Maresfield. Walter was one years old, and listed as born in Croydon. Walter’s sister Gertrude Elizabeth 
was 10 years old and listed as born in Reigate, Surrey. 
 
Walter also had a brother, Alf, who was the local Post Man for many years. He was married but his wife’s 
name is unknown. Alf and his wife lived in what was a small bungalow in Doctors Lane (opposite Holly 
Rough) and had one son Clem. Alf  used to spend a lot of time in the summer fruit picking at Birch Farm. 
He used to smok Erinmore tobacco in his pipe you could smell him coming! (except when he was on his 
bike!). 
 
Walter and Alf  lived in Brookhouse Bottom about 400 yards from Ashdown House. Walter Pearson and 
his wife had two girls Margery and Lou. Lou worked in the SEEBOARD office in the Broadway Haywards 
heath and moved to Newick when she married.  
 
In 1891 Walter was 11 years old and at school, living in a cottage between Ferndale Cottage and Baker 
Cottage in Chelwood. The name of his home is not clear on the census records. 
 
By 1901 Walter now 21, was a boarder in Short Lane, Danehill, living with Trayton Turner and his wife 
Lucy. Occupation Slaughterman. He is not married. 
 
In 1911 he was still single aged 32, and living in Danehill, the head of 
the household was Emma Wickens. Walter’s occupation was listed as a 
butcher. Emma Wickens was a Pork Butcher/ Market Gardener. 
 
1939 records show Walter and his wife Florence Ellen were living at 
Folly Farm, Furners Green, with a daughter Marjorie who was 17 years 
old. His occupation was a Market Gardener. Records of the marriage of 
Walter and Florence cannot be located. 
  
Walter died at Folly Farm on 4th February 1967, he left £7956 in his 
Will. He was buried at Danehill cemetery on 9th February 1967. 

Walter is buried at Danehill 

Cemetery with his wife Florence 



Florence Ellen Pearson 
1886 - 18 September 1954 
 
Marriage records for Florence and Walter could not be located so no maiden name can be located. 
 
The final record for Florence was the 1939 register. She was living with Walter and their daughter Marjorie, at Folly 
Farm, Furners Green. 
 
She died on 18th September 1954, aged 68, in Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead.  
Florence left £2889. 14s.4d in her Will. 

Florence is buried at Danehill 

Cemetery with her husband Walter 



Gertrude Elizabeth Pearson  
1870 - 1911 
 
In 1870 Gertrude was 6 months old and living at South Park, Reigate, Surrey. In 1881 Gertrude Elizabeth 
was 10 years old, listed on the census as born in Reigate, Surrey. Her parents were Henry Pearson and 
Lavinia Sarah Colpus. At that time they were living at Beacon Farm, Maresfield. 
 
The 1911 census records Gertrude at Oakfield, Forest Row, living with Cecil Egerton Green, a Gentleman, 
and his wife Lucy. Her occupation was a Parlourmaid. 
 
Sadly, shortly after the census Gertrude died on 28th July 1911, aged 40. 
She was buried at Danehill cemetery on 1st August 1911. 
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If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  
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