
DPHS June Visit to North Hall

Danehill Parish Historical Society members recently enjoyed a visit to North Hall, situated on the road
from the Sheffield crossroads to Fletching. North Hall is a beautiful old house, the main part of which was
built around 1600. However, the site has probably been occupied at least from the thirteenth century.

Society members Geraldine Crawshaw and Anne Drewery have unravelled a fascinating history.
Geraldine showed us how the farmstead was placed at the meeting point of four trackways of which only
the existing road remains, suggesting the house was of some local importance. Most interesting was the
track mentioned in a charter of 1285 ‘the King’s Highway from the Wolpett towards the
house of John atte Nordhall’ The Wolpett is believed to be the present Woolpack Farm on Bell
Lane. This road, through Sheffield Forest, of which only traces are left, would have been an important
route to the north.

The landholding was in the manor of Tarring Peverill and extended to some 80 acres, a reasonable size for
a farm in this area.  Unusually the farm buildings, described on the Historical Environment Record
website as dating from the medieval period, are some distance from the farm house. It may be that the
original house stood with the barns. The existing house is a fine oak framed building with plaster infill
under a steeply-pitched, hipped roof, a typical design for the Weald, and would have been the home of a
well-to-do country farmer.

Later the land was taken into the Sheffield estate and the house was converted into a terrace of three
cottages; traces can still be found of three front doorways in the structure.  Over the years the wattle and
daub decayed and was replaced by more
durable brickwork.

The house is not open to the public, but
the lovely garden, which has been
described as a quintessential cottage
garden planted to please the senses, is
open sometimes. The owners Celia and
Les Everard open the garden to the public
for two days each year, usually towards
the end of June, as part of the National
Garden Scheme.  Well worth a visit!
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