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— Job Luxford —

Job Luxford’s grandfather, John, was a bricklayer and owner of a beer house
at Danehill (The Crocodile). His son, James, also a bricklayer, was married to Ann.
They had five daughters, Charlotte, Ellen, Elizabeth, Anne and Louise, and one son,
Job, born 27th January 1850. The family were hvmg at ‘Starve Crow’, Horsted
Lane, at the time of the 1851 Census returns. All the Luxford family except James

~ were born in Horsted Keynes parish.

When James’s mother died in 1860 he also sold beer at what is now The
Crocodile; however by the 1861 Census they had left Danehill, and the beerhouse
had been sold

It is thought that the famlly moved to the Uckf‘ eld area because Job was
resident there in 1872. On 21st December 1872 Job married Jane Welfare, born

5th February 1850, daughter of Edward Welfare, stonemason, of Thompsett’s
Bank, Forest Row.

Job may have settled in nghgate, Forest Row, after his marriage, but that is
uncertain, however we do know that he was there in 1875.

In the 1881 Census he is living in the Lewes Road with Jane, his wife, and

~ family: Edward James, 6; Maurice William, 5; Alice Mary, 3; and Kate Ellen, 1.
" Maurice William died on the 24th May 1886. In the Sussex Directory.of the next

year Job is mentioned as at Highgate as a bricklayer. Pikes’ 1886 Directory quotes
J. & P. Luxford, builders. Probably a brother of Job worked in partnership with
him at this time, although P. Luxford does not occur again in the records.

It could be assumed that Job had already built the house he lived in, The Elms
Cottage, Lewes Road, and was using the yard behind for his builder’s yard. A story
of his very early days, told by the late Eric Crittle, was of Job and Eric having to
borrow ladders to work on the repair of the Church roof.

His rise to prominence as a builder was undoubtedly helped by the increasing
popularity of Forest Row as'an accessible and desirable‘place of residence for
the richer people, once the direct rail route to London, and the Ashdown Forest
and Tunbridge Wells Golf Courses, were opened. His own drive, his use of the
opportunities as they arose, soon made him into the most important builder in

. the area. In 1895 he was designated as builder, contractor, plumber and house

decorator.

He was engaged on building several large houses, The Vachery, Chelwood; '
Chapel Wood Manor, Nutley; Pressridge (Wych Cross Place) at Wych Cross; and he
altered Ashdown Place, as well as building Park Cottages, Chapel Lane, in 1880;
Dale Cottages and Station View (now demolished), Lower Road; Cottages at
Butler’s Bank and at Highgate Road. He was also concerned with work at
Sheffield Park, Danehill and Hartfield.

His workshop behind Elm Cottage was built with window frames and second-
hand timber taken from sites altered or demolished. It stood on the site of
Dickson and Church’s mill, but was burnt down and rebuilt in the same style.
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At the turn of the century his yard, behind Elm Cottage, was stacked with
building materials, chimney pots, slates, tiles, bricks, gutters, etc., dominated by
the gas engine with its tall chimney, which drove the machinery in the carpenters’
workshop. The cartshed was at road level in Hartfield Road, so that, after the
horse had backed the cart into the shed, the carter unhitched the horse and led
it up the inclined slope into the stable at the back of the workshop.

About 1904 he bought Highfields House and its garden and proceeded to
develop the garden by building houses for his family on the west side of High-
fields House and others to the east for his employees and village people. He
strictly controlled access to his private road by holding the keys to the gate at -
the Lewes Road end and a footpath gate at the School Fields end (Upper Close).

Undoubtedly he built the yard and stables behind Orlingbury House about
this time for the increased business could not be carried out in the cramped
workshops behind The Eims Cottage. The plumbers shop moved to the new yard
with its extra stabling.

In the same decade he bought Little Parrock Farm and its brickyard on
Shepherd’s Hill, from John Waters, brother to James and Isaac Waters, founders
of the two well-known building firms of Forest Row. William Crowhurst was his
brick-maker, and when he died in 1912, William Divall took his place. Many local
houses were built from the bricks made at this site. Later H. & E. Waters bought
the farm and brickyard from him. :

When the telephone was first installed in Forest Row, in 1906, it was by

overhead wires on tall, pine poles. Job contracted with the telephone company to
fix the brackets to the premises of the twelve subscribers.

The advertisement of October 1915 (see below), gives a rough idea of the
scope of Job’s business. e

Job was an'imposing, well-built and clean-shaven man, with a mildly eccentric
appearance; he is remembered as riding about in his pony-driven trap dressed in a
frock coat and a top hat. '

He was fiercely autocratic and strict, taking cdre that both the work was done
to his standard, and the men were punctual and worked hard. He would always
be in attendance at his yard when his men were due to start work, and woebetide
the latecomer for he would be sworn at and lose an hour’s wages for a minute’s
unpunctuality. The men started work at 6 a.m. in the summer and 7 a.m. in the
winter, whether they were working at the yard or at, say, Sheffield Park. Many

a Iabourer_has set off at 4 a.m. to walk to Sheffield Park or such a distant building
site, and did not expect to be home before 8 p.m.

. His concern for good work and his severity if it was ill done led to one of

his fqreme_n, Jimmy Mills, paying his bricklayers to start at 4 a.m. to re-build a
wall in whnc!‘u there was a fault. And Jimmy paid them. Once Job stood watching

a labourer dig a trench, and at last commented on how badly it was done. Unfor-

tunately the labourer invited Job to do it better. Job took off his coat, stepped

into the trench and made a good job of it. When he had finished his demonstration
he sacked the labourer on the spot. 5

Gporge Blackstone, !ob’s yard foreman, on one occasion forgot to send some
essential equipment to a job the other side of Hartfield. Job was furious and
ordered him to take the needs in the handcart although the horse and cart were
in the yard, and available. On another occasion Job picked up a newly engaged boy
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returning to a building site from the village. Job asked who he was, where he was
going, and who was his boss. The boy answered satisfactorily to the first questions
but replied to the last I don’t know him, but he’s some miserable old bugger the
men call Job Luxford”.

Richard Myle, one of his plumbers, reported to Job that he was leaving to
work for H. & E. Waters, who had offered him one penny an hour more. Job
characteristically retorted, ““You have never been any good as a worker in any
case”’. To which Richard replied, “Well, it's taken you twenty years to find that
out!”, and left. ' ‘

When Pressridge (Wych Cross Place) was being built, Job was concerned that
the men should not waste their time walking to The Red Lion, Chelwood Gate,
for a drink. (The Roebuck had no licence at this time), so he supplied them with
barrels of beer on the spot. They paid for it, of course. :

It was said that if Job wore his hat on the back of his head then watch out
for foul weather.

Even if these stories are somewhat exaggerated or apocryphal, nevertheless one
receives an impression of a man who is purposeful, unshakeable in his resolves,
and who demands a thoroughness which can be witnessed in the many buildings
he erected.

At the end of World War One Job was almost 70; he had lost his only surviving
son at Ypres in September 1918, and his wife in October 1918. Most likely these
blows, the difficulties in obtaining materials, and the wage rise from 4d. an hour
demanded by the men contributed towards Job’s decision to close down.

He built a house, ‘The Cottage’, on the north side of Highfields Road with the
materials in his yard, and retired from the business about 1919. However, he

. continued to design buildings for other builders, for example, he designed the

Vicarage for H. & E. Waters.

He had always been a striking and forceful character in village and county
affairs. He was a member of the Vestry Committee both before and after the
Local Government Act of 1894. He served on both the Parish and County
Council for some years. He was elected Chairman of the Guardians. of East
Grinstead Union,

In church affairs he also served as a sidesman. He was a very staunch, true-
blue Conservative, a Unionist, whose views made him very acceptable in this area.
At the General Election of 1906 he was shattered to find that those ‘barbarian’
Liberals, ‘scum of the earth’, had been both elected nationally and locally. He was
so disgusted and splenetic the next morning that he accused all his men with voting
wrongly and dismissed them as they reported for work. He must have been chagrined
by Liberal Ernest Hunnisett’s joy at his party’s victory, for Ernest’s shop was in
what is now the Golden Casket, Hartfield Road. :

The next morning Job was sobered, and re-engaged his men.

Job continued to be a figure of consequence in the village, even if very
Victorian in the dawning ‘new age’ between the two World Wars. He re-married,
Clare Shaw, a widow, in the 1920’s, and lived until 4th March 1932, to the ripe age
of 82, at The Cottage.
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The names of some of the men who worked for Job Luxford were:

Tom Baldwin, foreman painter, 1 Walton Cottages;

Willi Fizzer) Miles, bricklayer, Pavilion Cottages;
illiam (Fizzer) Ned Jenner and Dotter Parris (1 Park Cottage, Chapel Lane);

Bricklayers Harry Welfare, ott :
These & rs worked on the rebuilding of the Village Hall in 1895, after

[These three bricklaye 1 id ; 4
the disastrous fire, and may have built the original Hall. Job did a considerable amount

of work for Henry and Douglas Freshﬂelgi] g .
Tom Sands, carpenter, of Chapel Lane; Jimmy Mills, general foreman, of Bank View;

Richard Blackstone, painter, of 4 Park Side Cottages; George Blackstone, plumber/
labourer, of Tugela Cottages; Walter Parris, of Colemans Hatch; Samuel Bishop,
plumber, of Hillside; Tom Draper, of Highfields; George Edwards, of Highfields;
Fred Baker, of Swan Stables; George Butcher, E. Hemsley, A. Richardson, W. Terry,

C. Smythe and B. L. Baldwin.

§ources: : ,
1841 and 1851 Census returns, Parish of Fletching.
Danehill Historical Society. _

Pike’s Directory 1886.

Kelly's Sussex Directories 1887 — 1895.

W. H. Hills, History of East Grinstead.

Forest Row Parish Magazines 1892, 1909. N

Reminiscences of: The late Bob Martin; Jim Hudson; John Jackson; Fred Hunnisett;
Bob Miles; W. Frank Luxford; Water Tanks at Ashdown Place South (with per-

mission of the owner). -

JOB LUXFORD,
) Bullder & Contractor,
PAINTER, GLAZIER and HOUSE DECORATOR, PLUMBER, GAS and HOT-WATER FITTER.

STEAM JOINERY WORKS, FOREST ROW.,

E£8TIMATES GIVEN FOR GENERAL REPAIRS IN ALL BRANCHES.

‘Rams and all -kinds of Hydraulic Machinery |upplicd and fized at the shortest notice.
. , . Authoriesd Plumber $0 tha Kast Grinstend and Eas? Surrey Water OCompanies.
- T«ubﬂ.ol all hl_-dl, Pipes, Brichs Chimney Pots, Painis, Vernishss, Glass, and all kinds of Building Malarials kepl in Stock
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