
William Goodenough  
28 December 1876 - 26 January 1956 
 
William Goodenough was born in Bradford Abbas, Dorset on 28th December 1876 and baptised there on 
28th January 1877. 
 
His parents, George Goodenough and Lucy Say (1848-1920), came from Wiltshire and Somerset. 
 
In 1881 he was living with his parents at The Grange, Bradford Abbas, where his father was employed as 
a coachman. 
 
By 1891 William, now aged 14, is still at The Grange and works there as a stable boy. In the 1901 census 
he is listed as a lodger at North Lodge in the Parish of Fletching, and working as a groom. 
 
Then he met and married Florence Hannah Holden, from Maresfield. The wedding took place on 26th 
December 1902 in Nutley. By 1908 they had two children, Grace Eva in 1905 and Claude Edward in 1908, 
Claude died in 1994. Grace married Clarice J Awcock in April 1926, he was the son of Charles Awcock and 
Harriet Money. 
 
The 1939 register records William and Florence living in Danehill at Slate House, Coach Lane, with Claude 
and his wife Laura, and grandson Robin, nearby at Sunnycroft. 
 
William died on  26th January 1956, aged 79 
 
At the time of his death William was living at Wyncrest, Danehill, which is a few houses away from his 
previous home of Slate House. 
 
In his Will William left £409. 15s. 9d to Grace Eva Awcock and Henry George Goodenough. 
 
Henry was possibly another son born after 1911, as he is not listed on the census of that year when the 
family were living in a house with 7 rooms in Clifton, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. 

 
  

William and Florence’s marriage banns. William and Florence at the wedding of the son Henry. 



Florence Hannah Goodenough (nee Holden) 
25 December 1874 - 16 December 1948 
 
Florence was born in Brixton on 25th December 1874, and baptised on 25th April 1875 in Brixton. 
Her parents Henry Holden, also a coachman, and Hannah? lived at Forest Bank, Maresfield, in 1891. 
 
Then she met and married William Goodenough. The wedding took place on 26th December 1902 in 
Nutley. (see attached certificate) 

Florence married William 
Goodenough and had two, 
possibly three, children.  
 
Florence died on 16th December 
1948, aged 74 

 
  

Above: William and Florence’s 

wedding certificate. Right: 

William and Florence are 

buried at Danehill cemetery. 

Far Right: Their son, Claude 

and his wife Laura are buried 

in the new part of the 

cemetery 



Henry George Goodenough 
1915 -  
 
Henry Goodenough was born in 1915 and lived in Slate House in Coach Lane 

for most of his childhood together with his older siblings; Grace and Claud.  

Leaving Danehill School aged 14 he went to work as a baker for Mr Walder 

who owned both the bakery and grocery store at the top of Stone Quarry 

Road, eventually becoming head baker.  He was a very gifted cake decorator.  

Following the closure of the bakery around 1960 he worked as a self-

employed painter and decorator until his retirement.  He was well-known in 

the village and would turn his hand to almost anything! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry married Gladys at the Danehill Parish Church on the 2nd October 

1937.   

During the war he served as an A.R.P. (Air Raid Precautions) Warden in the 

local Home Guard Battalion.  He features in a photograph taken in 1944 as 

one of the five wardens with another 45 members and cadets. 

In 1988, two years after Gladys’ passing, Henry moved to Whitesmith to 

live his children. He passed away on 23rd November 2000, aged 83. He is 

buried in the new part of Danehill cemetery with his wife.   

 

Henry Goodenough in 

all his various jobs 

Henry Goodenough 

Henry and Gladys Goodenough are buried 

in the new part of  Danehill cemetery 



Gladys May Goodenough (nee Turner) 
1910 - 19 May 1986 
 
Gladys Turner was born in 1910 and spent her childhood at Shamrock 

Cottage in Stone Quarry Road, with her younger siblings, Winifred 

(Winnie) and Ernest (Ern), Sadly her father was killed in France in the 

Great War. Leaving school at 14 she went to work ‘in service’ in 

Coleman’s Hatch.  After 

that she also worked for Mr 

Walder in the grocery store.  

Gladys married Henry at 

the Danehill Parish Church 

on the 2nd October 1937.   

 

 

 

Their first home was Golden Mead in the private 

lane (as it was then) connecting Tanyard Lane 

with Coach Lane, living there until about 1960 

with their two children a boy, born in 1945 and a 

girl born in 1949.  They moved to The Croft in 

Tanyard Lane around 1960.  It was just at the end of the private lane, so not 

that far away.  Probably used a tractor and trailer to move everything. 

They were both actively involved in the little chapel in School Lane just up 

from the Coach and Horses, now a private residence. They led a very active 

Sunday School for many years with annual outings to Chessington Zoo, 

Littlehampton, Bognor Regis, Eastbourne,  in the days that coach outings 

were a real treat, plus, of course, Christmas parties! 

 

Gladys died on 19th May 1986, aged 70 she is buried at Danehill cemetery 

with her husband 

Above: Gladys outside Shamrock Cottage. 

Right: the marriage of Henry and Gladys at 

Danehill church. Below: Golden Mead 

Gladys Goodenough 



 

If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  
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