
Reuben Ashdown 
July 1883 - 22 July 1899 
 
Reuben Ashdown was born in Fletching in July 1883 
 
His parents were Ezra Ashdown 1838-1907 and Martha Westgate 1839-1920. Ezra was born in Keymer. 
He was a bootmaker by trade and later a farmer of  5 acres, when the family lived at Lambs Farm, 
Danehill. 
 
Ezra’s first wife was Anne Swan, they were married 29th December 1863 at St. Nicholas Church Brighton. 
Sadly Anne died just a few months later in April 1864.  
 
Ezra then married Martha Westgate who came from Barcombe. The wedding took place on 29th 
December 1865. Martha also had been married before to Edward Waterman who died 6th July 1862 in 
Barcombe. 
 
Ezra and Martha had seven children including Reuben; Herbert Ezra, Annie Jemima, 
Minnie Ruth, William Westgate, Luther John, and Thomas Arthur.  
 
They set up home in Aggons House, Danehill but by 1881 the family had moved to 
Lambs Farm , Danehill where Ezra’s occupation is listed as farmer of 5 acres. 
 
Ezra’s father, Reuben’s grandfather, John Ashdown 1810-1896 was born in Ditchling 
and was a shoemaker, he married Frances Ewens 1811-1849. 
 
Reuben’s great grand parents were James Ashdown and Philadelphia Fuller. James 
was born in Ditchling in 1785 and died in Westmeston in 1864.  
 
Further back, Reuben’s great great grandparents were William 
Ashdown 1746-1830 and Jane Bax. William came from Mayfield and 
died in Hellingly. 
 
Reuben Ashdown died 22nd July 1899 just 16 years old. 

John Ashdown     

(1810-1896) 

Reuben Ashdown is buried 

at Danehill cemetery 



 

If you have any more information about this family that you believe would be of interest please 

contact the Danehill Parish Historical Society dphs@outlook.com. We’d love to hear from you  
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